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Expedition — I  resolve  to  accompany  him« 

In  order  that  parts  of  the  subsequent  narrative  should 
not  be  misunderstaod,  it  is  necessary  to  furnish  a  brief 
statement  of  circumstances  relating  to  New  Zealand 
previous  to  the  expedition  and  events  which  it  is  my 
object  to  narrate. 

The  islands  of  New  Zealand  were  first  seen  by  Tas- 
man in  1642  ;  but  he  was  prevented  from  landing  by  a 
conflict  with  the  natives,  in  which  he  lost  four  men. 
.  Until  1769,  New  Zealand  was  supposed  to  form  part 
of  the  great  Terra  Australis  Incogrdta :  but  in  that 
year.  Captain  Cook  circumnavigated  and  surveyed  the 
two  principal  islands,  gave  his  own  name  to  the  Strait 
by  which  they  are  separated,  landed  at  various  places, 
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and  took  formal  possession  of  the  country,  in  pursuance 
of  the  following  instructions  : — "  You  are  also,  with 
the  consent  of  the  natives,  to  take  possession,  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of  convenient 
**  situations  in  such  countries  as  you  may  discover,  that 
have  not  already  been  discovered  or  visited  by  any 
European  power  ;  and  to  distribute  among  the  inha- 
bitants such  things  as  will  remain  as  traces  and  tes- 
*'  timonies  of  your  having  been  there ;  but  if  you  find 
**  that  the  countries  so  discovered  are  uninhabited,  you 
**are  to  take  possession  of  them  for  His  Majesty,  by 
^'  setting  up  proper  marks  and  inscriptions  as  first  dis- 
"  coverers  and  possessors." 

Cook  suggested  the  regular  colonization  of  New 
Zealand ;  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  carry  his  recom- 
mendation into  effect,  though  many  schemes  for  the 
purpose  were  formed  by  various  persons,  including 
Dr.  Franklin. 

In  the  Parliamentary  debates  which  led  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  New  South  Wales  in  1788,  N«w  Zea- 
land was  mentioned  as  very  suitable  for  an  experiment 
of  penal  colonization,  and  narrowly  escaped  through  a 
terror  of  its  savage  inhabitants  and  their  cannibalism. 
In  course  of  time,  however,  the  frequent  visits  of 
whaling-ships  to  the  coasts  led  to  such  intercourse  be- 
tween Europeans  and  the  natives,  as  suggested  to  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Marsden,  Colonist  Chaplain  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  project  of  establishing,  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  a  mission  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society. 
In  1814,  this  benevolent  scheme  was  carried  into  effect 
by  Mr.  Marsden  himself,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Oovemor  of  New  South  Wales,  who  issued  a  procla- 
mation on  the  occasion ;  whereby  he  declared  himself 
equally  solicitous  to  protect  the  natives  of  New  Zea- 
land and  the  Bay  of  Islands  in  all  their  just  rights 
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and  privileges,  as  those  of  every  other  dependency  of 
the  territory  of  New  South  Wales ;"  gave  various 
orders  and  directions ;  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Kendal, 
the  first  missionary,  "  resident  magistrate  at  the  Bay 
"  of  Islands ;"  extended  the  orders  and  directions  to  the 
adjacent  isles,  and  appointed  three  natives,  Duaterra, 
Shunghee,  and  Korokoro,  to  be  magistrates. 

In  1819,  Mr.  Leigh,  a  missionary  of  the  Wesleyan 
Missionary  Society  stationed  in  New  South  Wales, 
was  induced  by  Mr.  Marsden  to  visit  the  Bay  of  Islands 
for  the  sake  of  his  health ;  in  1822  he  returned  thither 
with  his  wife ;  and  in  1823,  Messrs.  White  and  Turner 
joined  him  at  the  Church  Missionary  station,  whence 
they  proceeded  to  found  a  station  of  their  own  at 
FFangaroay  north  of  the  Bay  of  Islands.  These  gen* 
tlemen  endured  great  hardships,  dangers,  and  priva- 
tions among  the  turbulent  natives  of  those  parts,  with 
but  little  success  in  their  endeavours,  for  four  y^ars 
from  this  time.  I  shall  hereafter  dwell  more  minutely 
upon  the  doubts,  struggles,  and  ultimate  progress  of 
this  second  missionary  enterprise. 

The  country  was  now  visited  by  travellers  who  pub- 
lished their  observations.  The  works  of  Mr.  Nicholas^ 
who  had  accompanied  Mr.  Marsden  to  New  Zealand, 
of  Mr.  Savage,*  and  Miijor  Cruise  f  especially,  toge- 
ther with  the  periodical  reports  of  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society  relating  to  New  Zealand,  had  a  con- 
siderable effect  in  England  in  removing  the  impresskns 
of  fear  which  had  been  made  by  the  savage  character 
of  the  natives.     This  result  was  further  promoted  by 

*  ^  Some  Account  of  New  Zealand,  *  by  John  Savage,  Esq., 
Surgeon.     London,  1807. 

I  *  Journal  of  a  Ten  Months'  Residence  in  New  Zealand/  bj 
B.  A.  Cruise,  Esq.,  Major  in  the  84th  Begiment  of  Foot.  London, 
1824. 
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■^MMipiMTf*^  ^r.  ^V*Tiiar  SQ  FyryagTif  jl  ISsO^  ami  wlio 
:» ai:«mLlT  ttiapcM  tfnsn&i^ves  ra  ^te  pie^wtioas  of 
-mt  •-  strsest-  itcu  ^riiciL  taw  v»ir^  zinr»fmtn»L  ai$  topsss 

ymspti  ivitib*fle4  js^  CItrtscaii  uiinverts  was  tiaif  Unirer- 
^  j:i!  <Jj^>ni^.     Hece^  bv  means  olf  3Ir.  KendbJ, 

T^:>^kfei£^tMiX  >i>  Jiiixr.  Tbtfv  lietl  the  SuvMi  to  entar- 
«yt  ikt  >t^fw  ^i  dk^fuirui;^  extensive  territvNries  and 
.?^;i^  ^^  vTOi^^bim^atp  m:  Xew  ZetkLualz  and  Mr. 
XHB>dih»^  Mjti^k^ctgv^  ^  4UCC  ;i{^  &is  afiJ:^»Lt  &Hr  that  norpoee 


^  .)H^  >ai^£NB^  T^  v4cvtutt^t9Ji<ce  deserres  notice,  as 
^tniat^  .«^  tOsK^  ^^iijti»Bj^H3Lv^^t2^  ;ittempt  made  bv  the 
^f^l^iK'V  VW^«<tt»^^  ^  t^^^  **>  e^tiiWish  a  penal  settle- 
:|li^'  u  s^W  )l>*«wt  l^Siiwtji  Mr.  Kendal  received  the 
^M^  vS  ^^^v^  ^g.;Nfe^  ^Ht*i$  ftv>iu  Baron  de  Thierry 
^:jiV  H;v4*^m  5Kt^^^:*$«^w^>tt'^y  vMf  Und$ ;  and,  in  1822, 
c^J^^^^^i  i  vaivW^  vsf  ^fcViA  1  afterwards  heard  the 
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^u  '^^\V  ^i  v\>«(*^Nfcyi;j  »*s  NvrttKvt  m  JUHidon  for  the 
*j^iysW  yv  yy^^iJj^^i*^^  *  ?w<5i«»fnt  m  Xew  Zealand : 

vJa>\'*^*  t\  vvv.  KJs\v  Jl.  \\\  WiCKLE,  Esq. 

^VNk  v*^  M  v*«N^^^»^KNV5tv  Raiw»  Frxwick,  Esq. 
|piVl^  J  A*.  Pattison,  Esq. 

VV^v<\^^  ^\s**»^\!k  A.  W»  Ro».KRTS,  Esq. 

'J^>^«l  liiv^^  vv*^  m  *«\>lx     tiwiMiWK  V.iKLO,  Esq. 

"  k.Mk.V^v  |S\\^\^v  ^V  Axtlfc^NV  ln>RlX>N,  ESQ. 

M    ^^^v\    \\^^  *v«N  ^v    Jx^N  l>ixox,  Esq. 

'V^»i  'J**!***  W  V^'V*  \S>«**»>-*^  <i*Wiyi»  SKwnglKKs  Shonghee, 
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The  views  of  this  Company  were  submitted  to  Mr; 
Hjiskisson,  then  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  who 
highly  approved  of  the  undertaking,  and  promised 
them  the  grant  of  a  Royal  Charter  in  case  their  pre- 
liminary expedition  should  accomplish  its  object :  but 
the!  expedition  was  confided  to  incompetent  manage* 
merit;  its  leader  was  alarmed  by  a  war-dance'  of  the 
natives,  performed,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  as 
a  mark  of  welcome ;  and  he  abandoned  his  task  after 
purchasing  some  land  at  Hokianga  and  in  the  Frith 
of  the  Thames. 

The  very  ideas  which  belong  to  contracts  for  the 
transfer  of  land  as  private  property  had  been  unknown 
to  the  natives  until  1814,  when  Mr.  Marsden,  desirous  of 
obtaining  a  site  for  the  first  missionary  establishment 
according  to  the  forms  of  European  lietw,  carried  with 
him  a  technical  deed  of  feofl&nent  prepared  by  lawyers 
at  Sydney.  This  instrument,  when  its  blanks  for  the 
names  of  places  were  filled  iip,  was  signed  by  the  mark 
of  certain  chiefs  in  consideration  of  a  trifling  payment. 
It  became  the  model  of  a  vast  number  of  contracts  for 
the  sale  of  land  to  Europeans,  into  which  natives  were 
induced  to  enter  by  the  number  of  Whites  who  now 
straggled  iiito  New  Zealand  from  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  from  French,  American,  and  British  ship- 
ping, and  even  from  England.  This  mode  of  acquir- 
ing land  from  savages  is  now  well  known  as  land^ 
shdrkihg ;  a  name  which  implies  preying  on  the  weak- 
ness of  childish  ignorance. 

Although  the  natives  were  even  unconscious  of  the 
purport  of  th^  deeds  which  they  executed,  because  they 
had  not  even  conceived  the  idea  of  private  property  in 
land  according  to  European  notions,  they  neverthe-i 
less  set  great  store  by  the  European  goods  paid  to 
them  for  feigning  the  deeds.     Of  these  commodities 
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amL  ^^onpowiier  ibnmstL  xba^  upmajwl  item, 
tbft  miaBBee  -ii  i^muft  :uni  Waiiudn  n  Sag- 
rtiesr  .utpmrnn  ^v«fr  ^asMiily  directni  txi  tbif  aci[iii> 
sBon  if  3iD-^iu&.      Hmtuci  aati  30  souner  ictamed 

rhan  ba^  amwd  ois  owiit  tribe, 

■XL  Kia^taou :  .uiu»  tixz^winic  miie  d^  madL  of 

rbkb  ae  iiaKii  woRt  in  \hi»  coouliy^ 

in  ai»  nrott  vrinuacter  n  ja  ombdiaiB  and 

I&  juwrior  wtspons  gave  hSaat 

vjver  tiie  trunks  wfeii  lie  at- 

Jt  4il  ^onxQiiuis  n:tnn  tbe  :!«ac  ot  his  own  tribe 
K  ln^aiD^  ifasnies^  a  bloodr  nud  to  Ae 
iwit  bttii  :be  «)&ct  oi  rainbig  for  a  time 
nfismm  :tr  Xt'lmBparNOL  ke  diieetedmll  bk 

4C3ne>ifTi  4^BiUttsc  ^be  :w«i9c6tl  H'lukmio  tribes  wiiich 

^       ■«».         ■>»  * 

^i^pilib««fc  tSK  «wsQ(r%  <«K«  <»  t&e  X<»^  Island,  be- 
«««M  X-MfMCMt  «ni.  it~ukmt$  These,  after  a  bloody 
,4eM^  ^  advuK  fro  «MR  JMtratioa,  were  driven  from 
j^j^  VMNt.  TicwiB^  «»  ^  sMthvaxd  in  search  of 
,  *j*  :«>»:««*.  Aw  OM^iwwd  atfEUDfBt  weaker  tribes 
^  ?^  C;  »j*fc  W«t^>*i  wl»ich  dKT  lad  acquired  in 
^^it*"^  «i*<»*<i  c  Awi  tlwwft,  a^caiiu  beiny  driven  from 
^^^^  A^NMv  4»«««is«i  »»i  «i»k«  exterminated  or  drow 
;^  .<5:8k^  tt<ft^  ««Ul  unci*  K>  the  southward.  The 
«>tM*M<^  ♦^«»«JW[  ^  l#«HSf*  "wi  the  A>«v«*»  **'»b«8. 
^  ^Iti^  )^ir«  «!v^bi  «fc*  >>•*»<••  tribes  inhabiting 
^ujuifr  ml  MtiM^i  wW  a^pkitu  being  led  by  the 
5^  IV    *VW    *wi   »i«|w»^*K  advanced    upon 

;2ri^«%w«*  »4n«*  ^'  ^'»>^'^  '='*^**  ^''>»«^  *^®  ^ 

]rjl  «W  J*<wWW  I*fcw4^  ***  tKVtMided  their  ravages 
Ta^  «*  v'**^  *^W»«*  «art«n»»n»ting  the  abori- 
^  *ilk*lM**%»  i*  t^ww  fwfwss.    The  waves  of 

STS*    *M^V«.    |*«*4\)wr    nwrly   the   whole 
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length  of  New  Zealand,  a  distance  of  more  than 
seven  hundred  miles.  The  population  of  the  North 
Island  was  thinned  and  scattered;  and  that  of  the 
Middle  Island  destroyed^  with  the  exception  of  a 
miserable  remnant. 

In  one  of  these  wholesale  massacres  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  which  was  remarkable  for  extreme 
treachery  and  cruelty,  Ruuperaha  received  the  most 
efficient  aid  from  an  English  savage  of  the  name  of 
Stewart.  Some  particulars  of  this  horrible  event  will 
be  related  hereafter ;  at  present  it  suffices  to  state,, 
that  the  wretch  was  tried  for  murder  at  Sydney,  but 
acquitted.  If  British  law  had  been  established  in  the 
country  where  the  event  took  place,  he  would  inevi- 
tably have  been  convicted  and  hanged.  The  whole 
case  is  one  of  many.  The  irregular  settlement  of  Eu- 
ropeans, which  was  now  making  rapid  progress,  led  to 
numerous  instances  of  crime  for  which  no  punishment 
could  be  inflicted.  In  addition  to  the  spectacle  of 
savage  warfare  in  its  most  destructive  excess,  the 
country  exhibited  that  of  perfect  anarchy  as  respecta 
the  European  settlers. 

Such  a  state  of  things  urgently  required  some 
remedy.  It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  one  more 
inefficient  than  that  which  was  applied.  In  1831 
there  was  transmitted  to  the  King,  WiUiam  the  Fourth,, 
a  letter  signed  with  the  names  or  marks  of  thirteen 
chiefs^  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  whereby  they  prayed  his  Majesty  "  to 
'^  become  th^  friend»  and  the  guardian  of  these  islands,. 
"  lest  the  teasing  of  other  tribes  should  come  near  to 
*'  them,  and  lest  strangers  should  come  and  take  away 
"  their  land  ;'*  and  also  "  to  be  angry  with  such  of 
"his  people  as  might  be  vicious  or  troublesome '*" 
towards  the  natives. 
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The  application  was  transmitted  by  the  Rev.  Wil-^ 
liam  Yate^  then  head  of  the  mission  in  New  2!ealand, 
and  supported  by  the  managers  of  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  England^  who  have  for  many  years 
enjoyed  an  influence  at  the  Colonial  OflSce,  not  the 
less  for  being  exercised  in  secret ;  and  accordingly 
Lord  Goderich,  then  the  Colonial  Minister,  wrote  to 
the  thirteen  chiefis,  granting  their  request  in  the  name 
of  the  King.  Instructions  were  at  the  same  time  trans- 
mitted to  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  which 
induced  him  to  appoint  an  oflScer  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment to  reside  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  a  capacity 
which  it  is  impossible  otherwise  to  define  than  by  ob- 
serving that  its  title,  that  of  Resident,  would  indicate 
diplomatic  functions.  If  we  are  to  judge  by  the  in- 
structions given  to  Mr.  Busby,  the  Resident,  arid  by 
his  official  dispatches  to  the  Governor  of  New  South 
Wales,  under  whose  authority  he  was  placed,  he  was 
accredited,  not  to  any  natives,  but  to  the  missionaries 
inhabiting  the  small  peninsula  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  North  Island.  Governor  Sir  Richard 
Bourke  says  to  him : — "  You  will  find  it  convenient 
"  to  manage  this  conference  (with  the  chiefs)  by  means 
*'  of  the  missionaries,  to  whom  you  will  be  furnished 
•'with  credentials,  and  with  whom  you  are  recom- 
**  mended  to  communicate  freely  upon  the  objects  of 
your  appointment,  and  the  measures  you  should  adopt 
in  treating  with  the  chiefs."  And  Mr.  Busby  as- 
sures Sir  Richard  Bourke,  that  "  unless  a  defined  and 
"  specific  share  in  the  government  of  the  country  be 
*' allotted  to  the  missionaries,  the  British  Govern- 
"ment  have  no  right  to  expect  that  that  influential 
*^body  will  give  a  hearty  support  to  its  representa- 
"  tive."  Defined  functions  the  Resident  had  none. 
His  authority  for  the  repression  of  evil  was  never 
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more  than  merely  nominal.     He  was  described  as  re- 
sembling a  man-of-war  without  guns- 

During  the  years  immediately  following  this  un- 
meaning arrangement,  the  wars  of  the  natives  con- 
tinued with  all  the  aggravation  of  destructiveness 
occasioned  by  the  use  of  fire-arms  ; — outrages  wer^ 
committed  by  the  white  settlers  upon  each  other,  and 
upon  the  natives,  and  by  the  natives  upon  them ; — 
European  vices  and  disease  were  spread  among  the 
diminished  native  population ; — and,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  every  eye-witness  who  has  given  evidence 
Upon  the  subject,  including  that  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  zealous  of  the  missionaries,  the  numbers  of 
the  aborigines  visibly  decreased.  At  length,  in  1835, 
another  attempt  was  made  to  establish  some  kind  of 
authority  in  New  Zealand. 

The  Baron  de  Thierry,  before  mentioned,  had  not 
lost  sight  of  the  project  which  he  had  formed  at  Cam- 
bridge during  the  visit  of  Hongi  and  Mr.  Kendal. 
From  more  than  one  place  in  the  South  Seas  he  gave 
out  that  the  acquisition  which  Mr.  Kendal  had  made 
for  him  in  1822  amounted  to  a  right  of  sovereignty 
over  the  islands,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  speedily 
to  >.take  possession  of  it.  Some  interest  in  his  pro- 
ceedings had  been  excited  in  Prance',  by  means  of  the 
newspaper  press.  Not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  pros- 
pect, however  slight,  of  a  French  dominion,  the  lead- 
ing missionaries  now  joined  with  the  more  decent  of 
the  settlers  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  in  desiring  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  national  power  in  the  country.  But 
instead  of  applying  to  the  Crown  for  the  full  exercise 
of  that  British  dominion  which  had  resulted  from  the 
acts  of  Cook  and  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales,  they  indueed  thirty-five  chiefs  of  the  little 
northern  peninspja  to  sign  a  paper,  by  which  they  de- 
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clared  the  independence  of  the  whole  of  New  Zealand 
as  one  nation, — ^fcMrmed  themselves  into  an  independent 
state,  with  the  title  of  "  the  United  Tribes  of  New 
"  2Iealand," — agreed  to  meet  in  Congress  "  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  framing  laws  for  the  dispensation  of  justice" 
and  other  ends, — and  invited  the  Southern  Tri)}e8  to 
join  the  "  confed^ation  of  the  United  Tribes/' 

There  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  that  this  document 
was  composed  by  the  missionaries  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  and  signed  by  the  chiefs  with  as  little  real 
comprehension  of  its  meaning  as  had  attended  the 
signature  by  natives  of  the  deeds  of  feoffinent  drawn, 
up  by  Sydney  attorneys  with  blanks  for  the  names  of 
places. 

The  vendors  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Marsden  s  purchase 
could  not  be  supposed  to  understand  the  words-—**  to- 
**  gether  with  all  the  rights,  members,  privileges,  and 
*'  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  to  have  and  to 
hold,  to  the  aforesaid  committee  of  the  Church  Mis* 
sionary  Society  for  Africa  and  the  East,  instituted  in 
London,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  their 
heirs,  successors,  and  assigns  for  ever,  clear  and  freed 
from  all  taxes,  charges,  impositions,  and  contribu* 
*'  tions  whatsoever,  as  and  for  their  own  absolute  and 
"  proper  estate  for  ever."  Nor  could  the  chiefs  under- 
stand what  was  meant  by  the  words  in  the  declaration 
of  independence:-— "All  sovereign  power  and  authority 
"  within  the  territories  of  the  United  Tribes  of  New 
"  Zealand  is  hereby  declared  to  reside,  entirely  and  ex- 
*'  clusively,  in  the  hereditary  chiefs  and  heads  of  tribes 
''  in  their  collective  capacity :  who  also  declare  that  they 
"  will  not  allow  any  legislative  authority  separate  from 
"  themselves  in  their  collective  capacity  to  exist ;  nor  any 
"  functions  of  government  to  be  exercised  within  the 
said  territories,  unless  by  persons  appointed  by  them. 
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"and  acting  under  the  authority  of  laws  regularly 
"  enacted  by  them  in  Congress  assembled." 

So  little  were  these  or  any  other  chiefs  of  New 
Zealand  capable  of  performing  such  an  act  as  the 
document  describes^  that  their  own  language  wanted 
the  most  important  words  expressive  of  its  purport, 
such  as  independence,  sovereignty,  govem$nentf  can* 
federation,  legislative,  and  even  a  name  for  the  country 
over  which  their  new  authority  purported  to  extend. 
At  the  instance  of  the  missionaries,  however,  this 
mockery  was  recognized  by  the  British  Government ; 
and  the  captain  of  a  man-of*war,  acting  on  behalf  of 
William  the  Fourth,  requested  the  chiefs  in  question 
to  select  from  a  number  of  flags  the  one  which  they 
should  prefer  as  an  emblem  of  national  independence. 

The  new  government  was  found  so  unreal,  that  no 
meeting  of  the  confederated  chiefs  ever  took  place ;  nor 
was  either  the  confederation,  or  the  declaration  of 
independence,  or  the  national  flag>  even  known  to  any 
of  the  native  tribes  out  of  the  small  peninsula  which 
forms  about  a  twelfth  part  of  the  country. 

Various  representations  were  now  made  to  the 
British  Grovernment,  setting  forth  the  evils  of  a  con- 
tinued anarchy  in  New  2*ealand.  The  merchants  of 
London  joined  in  a  memorial  signed  by  the  principal 
houses  engaged  in  the  South  Sea  trade.  A  petition 
from  the  more  respectable  of  the  White  settlers  in  New 
2iealand,  including  the  principal  members  of  the  Church 
Mission,  was  sent  to  England.  But>  through  some 
influence  at  the  Colonial  Ofiice,  every  application  was 
disregarded;  and  it  seemed  the  fixed  purpose  of  the 
Government  to  leave  undisturbed  the  experiment  of 
training  up  a  native  Levitical  republic  under  mis- 
sionary control,  directed  by  a  religious  society  in 
England. 
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In  1836,  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Aborigines  set  before  the  British  public,  in  a  form  to 
make  a  deep  impression,  a  grievous  picture  of  the  state 
of  things  in  New  Zealand. 

In  the  same  year,  another  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  inquired  into  the  subject  of  the  disposal  of 
waste  lands  with  a  view  to  colonization,  and  received  evi- 
dence as  well  of  the  fitness  of  New  Zealand  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regular  British  settlements,  as  of  the  deplorable 
results  of  European  settlement  without  law  or  order. 

In  1837,  a  society  was  formed  in  London,  under  the 
name  of  the  New  Zealand  Association,  for  the  purpose 
of  inducing  the  British  Government  to  establish  a  suf- 
ficient authority  in  the  islands,  and  to  colonize  them 
according  to  a  plan  deliberately  prepared  with  a  view 
of  rendering  colonization  beneficial  to  the  native  inha- 
bitants as  well  as  to  the  settlers. 

The  author  of  the  plan  and  founder  of  the  Associa- 
tion was  my  father,  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield ; 
but  the  members  of  the  Association  whose  positioh  iii 
public  life  attracted  attention  to  the  project,  and  whose 
zealous  exertions  ultimately  saved  New  Zealand  from 
becoming  a  French  penal  colony,  were  Mr.  Francis 
Baring  (the  chairman),  Lord  Durham,  Lord  Petre, 
Mr.  Bingham  Baring,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Islay,  Mr. 
Charles  Enderby,  the  munificent  promoter  of  Antarc- 
tic discovery,  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Raith,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hinds,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hawes,  Mr.  Philip  Howard, 
Mr.  William  Hutt,  Mr.  Lyall,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Sir 
William  Molesworth,  Sir  George  Sinclair,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Symonds,  Mr.  Henry  George  Ward,  and  Mr. 
Wolryche  Whitmore. 

The  Association,  having  matured  their  plan,  but  ap- 
prehensive of  opposition  frpm  the  Colonial  Office,  which 
might  nip  the  project  in  its  bud,  addressed  themselves 
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to  tjie  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Melbourne,  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  executive  Government: 
and  they  imagined  themselves  to  have  received  such 
cordial  encouragement  from  his  lordship,  as  well  as 
from  Lord  Ho  wick,  to  whom  Lord  Melbourne  referred 
them  for  the  settlement  of  matters  of  detail,  that  they 
felt  justified  in  collecting  a  body  of  intending  colonists 
as  an  indispensable  means  of  carrying  out  the  under- 
taking. 

.  Among  other  steps  taken  by  the  Association,  were 
two  applications  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society, 
with  a  view  of  establishing  a  friendly  feeling  and 
active  co-operation  between  the  two  bodies.  The  first 
was  made  by  a  deputation  which  waited  upon  Mr. 
Dandeson  Coates;  by  whom  they  were  frankly  in- 
formed, that^  "though  he  had  no  doubt  of  their  respect- 
"  ability  and  the  purity  of  their  motives,  he  was  op- 
"posed  to  the  colonization  of  New  Zealand  in  any 
"  shape^  and  was  determined  to  thwart  them  by  all  the 
"  means  in  his  power."  The  second  was  a  letter  from 
I)r.  Hinds,  in  behalf  of  his  colleagues,  and  addressed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Society,  but  of  which  the 
receipt  was  not  even  acknowledged. 

The  views  of  the  Association  were  openly  and 
covertly  opposed  by  Mr.  Coates,  now  by  a  published 
pamphlet  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to. Lord  Glenelg,  at 
that  time  Colonial  Minister,  and  then  by  a  pamphlet 
marked  'Confidential,'  which  was  privily  but  iexten- 
sively  circulated.  These  documents  flatly  charged  the 
members  of  the  Association  with  being  influenced  by 
motives  of  personal  gain. 

When  it  became  necessary  again  to  apply  to  Lord 
Melbourne,  this  time  for .  his  ultimate  sanction  of  a 
Bill  which  was  now  ready  to  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment^ his  lordship  received  a  deputation  from  the  As- 
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9omtioii«  liord  Glmielg  was  present  at  the  intenriew, 
and  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Goyermnent.  He  warmly 
censured  eteiy  principle  of  the  Association  which 
Lord  Melbourne  had  formerly  aj^Hroved ;  and  above  all, 
d]»dainied  anr  ri^t  on  the  part  of  the  British  Crown 
to  exercise  any  sort  or  degree  of  authority  in  New  Zea- 
land. The  strange  scene  tiiat  ensued  was  described 
bv  mv  &ther  as  witness  before  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  New  Zealand,  appointed 
in  l(i4iX  on  the  niotion  of  ^  present  Lord  St.  Ger- 
ttMon^.  theuLoird  Sliot 

It  seems  more  than  probable,  however,  that  the 
IViune  Ministers  sense  ^  justice  was  affected  by  the 
ren^rks  lu^de  to  lii>rd  Gl^»ie)g  in  his  presence;  for  it 
w«^  l^^res^t^tW  intimated  to  the  Association,  that  if 
s^xme  ^' their  Knty  would  wait  upon  Lord  Glenelg  in 
the  euHuin^  week,  their  »(^cation  would  be  more 

A  UMiuWr  of  them  accordingly  attended  at  the 
i>o)ouial  (>IR\H^  wul  were  received  by  Lord  Glenelg; 
whi^  iufivi^iued  them,  that  very  recent  dispatches  from 
the  HeikUlent  in  New  Zealand,  and  the  commander  of 
H  umu-of-wur  which  had  visited  the  coasts,  had  in- 
Uuood  ller  Mwjenty's  Government  to  abandon  their 
i^hjertlouN  to  tho  MyAtematic  and  regulated  colonization 
i%(  tlu)  IvlandH  ;  that  they  still  objected  to  the  instru- 
ment of  eiilonisHtlon  proposed  by  the  Association, 
imuiisly,  a  Hoard  of  Commissioners  acting  under  the 
)nnuodlat49  control  of  the  Colonial  Minister  as  public 
ortiaem  having  no  private  interest  in  the  matter ;  but 
tliMt  th(iy  were  prepared  to  grant  to  the  Association  a 
lliiyal  (Jimrter  of  incorporation  for  colonizing  purposes, 
'aiiUr  t^>  thoHe  under  which  the  English  colonies  in 
nn^ritfn  were  eataldished  in  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
mth  centuries.     Lord   Glenelg  further  explained. 
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that  a  condition  of  the  grant  of  a  Cliarter  wonld  be 
the  subscription  by  the  Association  of  a  joint-stock 
capital  to  be  embarked  in  the  undertaking.  The  sub- 
stance of  his  lordship's  statements  at  the  interview  was 
afterwards  reduced  to  writing  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
Lord  Xhirham. 

Lord  Durham's  answer*  declines  the  o£Per  of  a 
charter,  on  the  ground  that  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation had  invariably  and  publicly  disclaimed  all  views 
of  pecuniary  speculation  or  interest,  and  were  thereby, 
as  well  as  by  a  continued  disinclination  to  acquire 
any  private  concern  in  the  national  work  which  they 
sought  to  promote,  entirely  precluded  from  assenting 
to  the  proposed  condition  of  raising  a  joint*stock 
capital. 

Early  in  1838,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  was,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Devon,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  ^»te  of  New  Zealand ;  and  it  col- 
lected a  mass  of  information  which  but  too  fully 
confirmed  previous  representations  of  the  deplorable 
condition  of  the  islands,  and  further  exposed  the  neces- 
sity of  subjecting  the  materials  of  disorder  to  the 
restraints  of  British  law. 

In  June  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Francis  Baring 
brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  the  Bill  which 
had  been  prepared,  and  which  embodied  the  views 
of  the  Association  as  modified  by  suggestions  which 
they  had  received  from  Lord  Melbourne  and  Lord 
Howick,  Lord  Durham  was  now  in  Canada;  and 
though  he  had  not  left  England  without  feeling  as- 
sured that  Mr.  Baring's  Bill  would  be  supported  in 


*  Printed,  together  with  Lord  Glenelg^s  letter,  in  the  ^  Af^ndix 
to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  New  Zealand  in  the  year  1840/  page  148. 
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Parliament  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  it  was  strenu- 
ously opposed  by  them,  and  accordingly  thrown  out. 
-  Among  the  body  of  intending  colonists  which  had 
been  collected  by  the  Association,  were  several  gen- 
tlemen who  had  disposed  of  property  and  abandoned 
professions  with  a  view  to  emigrating.  These,  after 
the  defeat  of  Mr.  Baring's  Bill,  determined  to  act 
upon  Lord  Glenelg's  proposal  of  a  charter,  and  exerted 
themselves  to  form  a  joint-stock  company.  By  degrees, 
and  especially  after  Lord  Durham's  return  from  Ca- 
nada, they  were  joined  by  many  members  of  the  now 
defunct  Association ;  whose  anxious  desire  to  accom- 
plish the  national  object  which  had  engaged  them  so 
long  at  length' overcame  their  repugnance  to  the  con- 
dition on  which  Lord  Glenelg  had  insisted.  Thus 
was  formed  the  New  Zealand  Land  Company  of  1839. 

The  Government,  however,  exhibited  even  a  greater 
hostility  to  this  body  than  to  the  Association  which  it 
succeeded.  It  only  remained,  therefore,  to  adopt  the 
views  of  the  Colonial  Office  by  considering  New  Zea- 
land as  a  foreign  country,  and  by  proceeding  to  acquire 
land  and  form  settlements  in  the  manner  hitherto 
sanctioned  by  the  Crown. 

The  new  Company  were  thus  forced  into  the  adop- 
tion of  what  has  been  termed  land -sharking,  as  far  ai^ 
acquiring  lands  by  assignment  from  savages  :  but  they 
redeemed  their  reluctant  compliance  with  this  usage, 
because  the  only  one  recognized  by  authority,  by  adher- 
ing to  the  same  systematic  disposal  of  lands  for  public 
purposes,  and  the  same  ample  provisions  for  the  future 
benefit  of  the  natives,  which  formed  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  Mr.  Baring's  Bill.*     In  order  to  establish  a 

*  In  1887,  the  Association  collected  information  on  New  Zealand 
from  aU  quarters,  and  compiled  it  in  a  volume  which  also  contained 
their  projects.    This  book  was  caUed  *  British  Colonization  x>f  New 
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uniform  system  in  these  respects,  it  became  requisite 
tliat  they  should  obtain  control  over  a  much  larger 
extent  of  land  than  could  be  required  for  the  use  of  any 
possible  number  of  settlers  for  years  and  years  to  come. 
With  this  view,  and  in  accordance  with  the  alleged 
national  sovereignty  of  the  native  chiefs,  they  resolved 
to  send  an  expedition  to  New  Zealand  under  the  direc- 
tion of  an  agent,  instructed  to  adopt  the  usual  method 
of  acquiring  land  from  the  natives,  but  if  possible 
upon  a  far  greater  scale  than  was  ever  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  cultivation  or  even  of  speculation  by 
individuals.  This  charge  was  confided  to  an  uncle  of 
mine.  Colonel  William  Wakefield.  He  was  further 
instructed  to  select  the  spot  which  he  should  deem 
most  eligible  as  the  site  of  a  considerable  colony,  and 
to  make  preparations  for  the  arrival  and  settlement  of 
the  emigrants. 

A  fine  vessel  of  400  tons,  the  Tory,  was  bought 
and  prepared  for  the  voyage.  She  was  armed  with 
eight  guns,  and  small-arms  for  all  the  ship's  company ; 
filled  with  the  necessary  stores,  provisions,  and  goods 
for  barter  with  the  New  Zealanders ;  and  manned  with 
a  strong  and  select  crew. 

Such  a  voyage  seemed  to  oflfer  much  novelty  and 
adventure ;  and  I,  being  then  nineteen  years  old,  con- 
ceived an  eager  desire  to  be  one  of  the  party.  My 
father  gave  his  consent  to  my  departure ;  and  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  passage  in  the  Tory  from 
the  patrons  of  the  enterprise. 

Zealand,'  and  was  published  by  John  W.  Parker  in  that  year.  The 
views  of  the  projectors  relating  to  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by 
the  colonists  in  amalgamating  with  the  natives  were  embodied  in  a 
beautiful  Essay  which  forms  the  Appendix,  by  the  Rev.  Montague 
Hawtrey,  who  was  one  of  their  number  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society. 

VOL,  I.  C 


X8  ADVENTURE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.       Chap.  I. 

A  body  of  intending  colonists  was  already  collected  ; 
and  they  were  to  follow  the  first  expedition  even 
before  hearing  of  its  proceedings.  A  rendezvous  was 
appointed  for  the  10th  of  January,  1840,  in  Port 
Hardy,  a  harbour  in  Cook's  Strait,  which  was  known 
to  be  good  for  the  largest  ships.  I  intended  to  see 
the  landing  of  the  first  body  of  colonists,  and  then 
to  return  in  one  of  the  ships  which  should  have  borne 
them  to  their  destination.  So  interesting,  however, 
did  it  become  to  watch  the  first  steps  of  the  infant 
colony,  and  so  exciting  to  march  among  the  ranks  of 
its  hardy  founders,  that  I  was  tempted  to  postpone  my 
return  for  four  years  after  their  arrival.  I  can  only 
explain  this  by  the  narrative  contained  in  subsequent 
chapters. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

Departure  from  Plymouth — Passengers — Voya.g€ — ^First  sight  of 
Wew  Zealand — Cook*s  Strait — Queen  Charlotte's  Sound — Ship 
Cove  —  Natives — Village  —  Wretched  houses  —  Dispute  with 
Natives — Reconciliation — European  settlement — Messenger  sent 
— ^Returns  with  two  Englishmen — Mountains — ^Forest — Scenery 
of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound — Tory  Channel — Native  Pa,  or 
Fort — ^H.  M.  B.  Pelorus —  Te-awa-iti — Richard  Barrett— Tribes 
of  Cook's  Strait — Proprietorship  of  land  unsettled — ^Vague 
notions  of  Natives — Plan  of  Native  Reserves  as  real  payment. 

All  our  equipments  and  preparations  being  at  length 
complete,  we  sailed  from  Plymouth  on  the  12th  af  May. 

The  ship  was  commanded  by  Mr.  Edmund  Mein 
Chaflfers,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  had  been  acting 
master  of  H.  M.  S.  Beagle  during  the  survey  of  Cape 
Horn  and  voyage  round  the  world,  performed  by 
Captain  Fitzroy  between  the  years  1830  and  1836. 

Besides  Colonel  AVakefield  and  myself,  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  passengers  on  board : — Doctor 
Ernest  Dieffenbach,  a  native  of  Berlin,  who  had  been 
appointed  naturalist  to  the  Company ;  Mr.  Charles 
Heaphy,  the  Company's  draughtsman;  Mr.  John 
Dorset,  who  had  been  promised  the  appointment  of 
colonial  surgeon ;  Nayti,  a  New  Zealander,  who  had 
been  residing  during  two  years  in  my  father's  house  in 
London,  and  who  was  to  act  as  interpreter ;  Mr. 
Richard  Lowry,  the  chief  mate ;  and  Mr.  George  F. 
Robinson,  the  surgeon  of  the  ship.  The  Rev.  Mon- 
tague Hawtrey,  to  whom  I  have  already  adverted  as 
the  writer  of  the  admirable  essay  on  the  amalgamation 
of  a  civilized  people  with  savages,  was  to  have  accom- 
panied us  as  chaplaiiu      He  .had  actually  received  his. 

c  2 
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outfit  allowance  from  the  Company,  but  was  prevented 
at  the  last  moment  by  unavoidable  circumstances  from 
carrying  out  his  intentions. 

In  the  steerage  were — Robert  Doddrey,  who  had 
formerly  visited  some  parts  of  the  coast  of  New  Zea- 
land in  a  trading  schooner  from  Van  Diemen's  Land, 
and  who  was  engaged  as  storekeeper  and  additional 
interpreter ;  the  second  and  third  mates  ;  and  Colonel 
Wakefield's  servant,  besides  the  steward  and  his  cabin- 
boys. 

Petty  officers  and  foremast  hands,  among  whom 
were  a  New  Zealander  and  a  native  of  the  Marquesas 
Islands,  made  up  our  total  muster-roll  to  thirty-five 
souls. 

The  Tory  sailed  remarkably  well.  We  crossed  the 
line,  in  26°  6Qf  W.  longitude,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day 
from  Plymouth,  passed  the  longitude  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  on  the  10th  of  July,  and  saw  the  high 
land  of  New  Zealand  on  the  16th  of  August,  about 
noon.  We  established  during  the  voyage  a  weekly 
manuscript  newspaper,  and  a  debating  society.  These 
recreations,  and  an  ample  supply  of  useful  and  inte^ 
resting  books,  caused  the  time  to  pass  cheerfully 
enough.  Vocabularies  of  the  Maori  or  New  Zealand 
language  were  also  constructed  from  Nayti's  dictation  ; 
and  lessons  to  him  in  English  spelling,  many  a  deep 
game  of  chess,  and  an  occasional  battue  of  the  alba- 
trosses and  other  marine  birds,  which  abound  in  the 
high  latitudes  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  beguiled  the  leisure  time.  These 
battues  partook  of  shooting  and  fishing;  for  some* 
times  we  baited  large  hooks  with  bits  of  pork,  and 
caught  the  gigantic  birds  by  the  beak.  I  retneniber 
one  day  seeing  twenty-eight  live  albatrosses  on  the 
deck  together,  many  of  them  measuring  twelve  feet 
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from  tip  to  tip  of  the  wings.  Once  on  the  deck,  they 
cannot  escape,  as  they  have  great  diflGiculty  in  first 
rising  on  the  wing.  Some  of  us  stored  the  white 
feathers,  supposing  from  Nayti's  account  that  they 
would  be  highly  valuable  in  New  Zealand;  others 
ttiade  tobacco-pouches  of  the  web- feet,  or  pipe-stems  of 
the  wing-bones ;  the  naturalist  made  preparations  of 
skeletons  and  skins,  to  keep  his  hand  in;  and  the 
tailors  prepared  the  carcases  in  a  dish  called  "  sea-pie." 
.  The  land  which  we  first  sighted  proved  to  be  the 
western  coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  not  far  south  of 
Gape  Farewell.  A  remarkable  white  fissure  in  the 
mountains  forms  a  distinguishing  land-mark  at  a  great 
distance. 

.  Having  fairly  entered  the  middle  of  Cook's  Strait  by 
sunset,  we  hove  to  with  a  fresh  N.  W.  breeze  till  day- 
light. Once  or  twice  during  the  night  we  found 
soundings  in  about  fifty  fathoms^  This  was  conjec- 
tured to  be  near  the  mouth  of  Blind  Bay. 
.  In  the  morning  of  the  17th  we  proceeded  to  the 
eastward.  When  I  came  on  deck  we  had  land  in 
sight  on  both  bows.  Bearing  away  for  the  southern 
land,  we  soon  made  out  Stephens  Island,  and  passed 
within  five  or  six  miles  of  it.  As  we  ran  along  the 
coast,  D'Urville's  Island,  the  Admiralty  Islands,  Point 
Lambert,  and  Point  Jackson  were  successively  re- 
ec^nized  from  Cook's  chart.  The  high  rugged  land 
of  the  Middle  Island,  which  had  at  a  distance  appeared 
bai^en  and  sprinkled  with  rocks,  proved  on  closer  in- 
spection to  be  clothed  with  the  most  luxuriant  forest. 
As  we  neared  Point  Jackson,  the  breeze  died  away, 
iind  we  remained  for  a  time  becalmed  in  the  entrance 
of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound.     Cape  Koumaru  *  (Koe- 

*  It  becomes  necessary  to  mention  that  the  Maori,  or  New  Zea^^ 
kuid  language,  as  reduced  to  writing  by  the  missionaries,  gives  a 
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maroo  of  Cook)  and  the  Brodms^  EDtrT  Ishnd, 
and  tlie  mainland  on  iise  nortifi  eoa&t  of  Cook^s  Strait; 
were  now  Tery  distinctiT  risMe ;  a  bn^:fat  warm  son 
gave  tlie  most  cbarmin^  appearance  to  die  romantie 
shores  of  the  Sound ;  and  we  e^jriaimed  a^jainst  the 
calm  which  seemed  likdr  to  detain  as  another  night 
at  sea.  Two  or  three  of  the  most  impatient  got  into 
the  cutter,  and  polled  towards  Point  Jacksoo,  to  try 
and  catch  some  fish ;  but  thej  had  not  got  &r  before 
a  light  air  ^urang  up^  and  we  glided  into  the  Sound. 
The  tide  farouring  us,  ihey  had  some  trouble  in  over- 
taking the  ship.  The  scenery  became  more  and  more 
majestic  as  we  advanced  into  this  noble  estuary.  Its 
outer  mouth  is  nine  miles  wide.  High  wooded 
mountains  rise  on  both  sides ;  numerous  islands  and 
projecting  points  dot  the  expanse  of  still  water  which 
penetrates  far  into  the  interior ;  and  a  glimpse  of  the 
Southern  Alps  is  obtained  in  the  extreme  distance. 
We  proceeded  between  Long  Island  and  Motmara. 
The  former,  a  narrow  ridge  bare  of  wood,  was  crowned 
with  native  fortifications  ;  a  small  pa  or  fort  was  also 
visible  on  the  south  point  of  Motuara.  As  we  entered 
the  Sound,  we  saw  four  canoes  under  sail,  coming 
from  the  westward.  Before  we  anchored  for  the  night 
in  the  S.  E.  entrance  of  Ship  Cove,  another  canoe  came 
paddling  off  to  us,  containing  eight  natives.  We  at 
first  thought  they  hesitated  about  venturing  near  us ; 
but  it  turned  out  that  they  were  only  stopping  to  bale 
out   their   canoe,   which  was   a  very  ill-constructed 

distinct  sound  to  each  vowel,  similar  to  that  which  it  would  have  in 
the  Continental  languages.  Thus  nuwri  is  sounded  like  '^  mowree ; 
mukay  like  '*  mookah ;"  here  hie  kie,  like  **  herray  keeay  keeay ; 
and  KoumarUy  ^^  Ko-oo-mah-roo :"  and  I  have  maintained  the  or- 
tliodox  orthography  throughout,  and  have  made  such  words  as 
^'  taboo  "  tapu.  Every  word  to  be  so  sounded  is  therefore  printed 
in  Italics* 


»> 

»» 


Chap.  II.        QUEEN  CHARLOTTE'S  SOUND— NATIVES.  28 

^air.  As  they  came  alongside  the  ship,  which  had 
almost  stopped  her  way,  the  canoe  was  lashed  to  the 
chains,  and  the  men  scrambled  on  deck  with  great 
activity.  We  were  at  first  startled  by  the  quickness 
with  which  this  was  done,  and  by  their  wild,  half- 
naked  appearance.  All  our  anticipations  had  not  pre- 
pared us  thoroughly  for  this  first  meeting ;  and  our 
friend  Nayti  was  so  quiet  and  silent  in  his  manners, 
that  the  contrast  of  their  demeanour  was  striking. 
They  ran  about  shaking  hands  with  everybody  they 
met,  and  seemed  to  consider  their  appearance  as  a 
matter  of  course.  One  of  them,  a  tall  muscular  young 
man,  ran  to  assist  the  helmsman,  and  seemed  proud  to 
display  some  knowledge  of  nautical  terms  and  the 
manoeuvres  of  a  ship.  They  all  spoke  more  or  less 
broken  English,  and  chattered  in  a  sort  of  authorita- 
tive way  about  the  best  anchorage,  giving  themselves 
quite  the  airs  belonging  to  a  pilot.  They  had  brought 
on  board  some  fish  and  potatoes,  which  we  bought  for 
a  little  tobacco.  Night  closed  in  as  we  let  go  our 
anchor,  and  they  returned  to  their  village. 

August  18th. — ^This  morning,  at  daylight,  we  had 
warped  farther  into  the  cove,  and  anchored  in  11 
fathoms,  muddy  bottom,  within  300  yards  of  the  shore, 
where  we  fastened  a  hawser  to  a  tree ;  thus  occupying 
probably  the  same  spot  as  Captain  Cook,  in  his  nume- 
rous visits  to  this  harbour.  There  were  a  good  many 
natives  on  board  already ;  but,  eager  to  touch  the  land, 
I  got  into  a  small  canoe  with  Nayti,  who  paddled  me 
ashore.  The  hills,  which  rise  to  the  height  of  1000 
or  1500  feet  on  three  sides  of  the  cove,  are  covered 
from  their  tops  to  the  water  s  edge  with  an  undulating 
carpet  of  forest.  How  well  Cook  has  described  the 
harmony  of  the  birds  at  this  very  spot !  Every  bough 
seemed  to  throng  with  feathered  musicians,  and  the 
melodious  chimes  of  the  bell-bird  were  especially  dis- 
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tinct.  At  the  head  of  the  cove  is  a  small  level  space 
of  land,  formed  by  the  alluvial  deposit  of  three  rills 
from  the  mountains,  which  here  empty  themselves 
into  the  bay»  Landing  here,  I  remained  for  some 
time  absorbed  in  contemplating  the  luxurious  vegeta- 
tion of  grass  and  shrubs,  and  the  wild  carrots  and 
turnips  which  remain  as  relics  of  our  great  navigator. 
Rich  historical  recollections  crowded  on  my  mind  as  I 
tried  to  fix  on  the  e^&act  spot  where  Cook's  forge  and 
carpenters  shop  had  stood;  and  I  was  only  roused 
from  my  reverie  by  the  arrival  of  some  more  of  the 
party,  bent  on  the  same  object.  We  collected  some 
shells,  pebbles,  and  plants,  and  returned  to  breakfast 
on  fresh  potatoes  and  some  of  the  fish  which  had 
been  caught  in  abundance  from  the  ship  in  the 
jevening. 

The  four  canoes  which  we  had  seen  yesterday 
arrived  this  morning,  and  came  alongside  the  ship. 
They  came  from  Admiralty  Bay,  and  were  bound  to 
Cloudy  Bay,  with  pigs  and  potatoes  for  sale.  Having 
seen  us  stand  in,  they  came  in  hopes  of  having  a  deal 
with  us ;  and  they  also  told  us  that  they  were  going 
through  the  Sound,  thus  confirming  Nayti's  previous 
account  that  its  eastern  side  consisted  of  an  island. 
They  had  not  abandoned  any  of  their  savage  customs, 
and  rubbed  noses  with  Nayti  instead  of  shaking  him 
by  the  hand.  They  were  also  covered  with  oil  and  red 
ochre,  and  seemed  much  wilder  in  their  manners  than 
our  friends  of  Ship  Cove.  These  latter  informed  us 
that  they  had  been  lately  visited  by  a  missionary 
schooner,  and  that  they  shook  hands  because  they  were 
all  "  missionaries."  We  could  not,  however,  discover 
whether  Wesleyan  or  Church  missionaries  had  con- 
verted them ;  and  we  soon  found  that  they  were  not  yet 
very  attentive  even  to  the  forms  of  the  new  doctrine. 
They  all  wished  to  barter,  although  this  was  Sunday ; 
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and  seemed  much  surprised  that  Colonel  Wakefield  de- 
clined the  ojffer  of  one  of  their  daughters  to  remain  on 
board  with  him.  This  was  no  doubt  owing  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  whalenships  and  whaling-stations  in  and 
near  Cloudy  Bay.  They  were  all,  however,  told  to 
return  ashore,  and  bring  what  they  had  to  sell  the 
next  day. 

We  went  ashore  again  after  prayers,  and  admired 
the  luxurious  vegetation.  The  wood  on  the  sides  of 
the  hills  appeared  almost  impenetrable  from  the  thick 
web  of  supple-jacks  and  creepers.  W^ound  no  natives, 
the  cove  being  under  tapu^  on  account  of  its  being  the 
burial-place  of  a  daughter  of  Te  Pehi,  the  late  chief 
of  the  Kapitiy  or  Entry  Island,  natives.  Those  who 
visited  us  came  from  a  cove  a  little  farther  norths 
called  Cannibal  Cove  by  Cook,  and  Anaho  by  the  na- 
tives. They  are  called  the  JVffatihinatui  tribe,  and 
their  principal  chief  was  named  Ngarewa,  or  "  ITie 
Straight  Trees." 

August  19th. — ^The  work  of  filling  our  water- 
casks  and  refitting  the  ship  commenced  to-day.  The 
storekeeper  was  very  busy  laying  in  a  stock  of  potatoes 
and  pigs  from  the  natives.  A  pipe  bought  a  basket 
of  potatoes  weighing  20  lbs.,  and  a  red  blanket  bought 
three  good-sized  pigs.  These  terms,  too,  were  con- 
sidered liberal  on  our  part.  In  the  afternoon  we  went 
over  in  the  boat  to  Motuara,  the  island  on  which 
Cook  had  his  observatory  and  garden.  It  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  northern  part  of  the  Sound,  Entry 
Island^  and  the  high  land  near  Cape  Terawiii.  The 
island  had  a  very  gay  appearance,  being  covered  with 
wild  shrubs  and  flowers  like  an  ornamental  plantation. 
We  fell  in  with  plenty  of  pigeons,  parrots,  and  other 
birds,  which  our  guns  soon  made  to  contribute  to  the 
table  and  to  the  collection  of  the  delighted  naturalist. 
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None  of  the  natives  live  here ;  but  they  turn  pigs  loose 
on  the  island,  and  catch  them  as  they  are  wanted. 

Thie  chief  Ngarewa,  with  his  wife,  and  his  son 
Ehoro,  a  nice  intelligent  lad  of  thirteen,  remained  to 
dinner  with  us  to-day.  Their  behaviour  was  very  re- 
spectable :  they  ate  heartily  of  everything,  but  drank 
little,  the  father  warning  Ehoro  against  too  much 
wine. 

Nayti  seemed  much  pleased  at  our  kind  treatment  of 
his  countrymen.  He  was  at  first  ashamed  of  their  rude 
appearance,  and  often  apologised  to  us  for  it.  He 
seemed,  too,  suspicious  and  afraid  of  them,  and  inclined 
to  cling  to  us  in  consequence. 

During  the  next  few  days  we  made  great  friends 
with  the  natives.  The  barter  went  on  alongside ; 
Ngarewa  remained  on  deck  or  in  the  cabin  amusing 
himself  with  a  pipe  and  a  book  of  prints,  or  trying  to 
understand  and  answer  our  inquiries  about  his  place 
and  people.  He  did  not  appear  to  have  much  influence 
on  the  latter,  and  at  any  rate  never  exerted  it.  JShoro 
guided  us  on  shooting  excursions  up  the  sides  of  the 
hills,  or  joined  our  fishing  parties  to  the  next  cove  to 
the  south,  where  we  always  had  a  good  haul  with  our 
sean.  The  women  of  the  village  had  almost  all  re- 
moved to  Ship  Cove,  where  they  eagerly  undertook  the 
task  of  washing  our  clothes. 

On  the  22nd  we  took  Ngarewa  home  to  his  village 
in  our  whale-boat,  after  he  had  received  from  my  uncle 
a  gun  and  some  other  small  presents.  We  found  the 
village  of  Anaho  in  a  level  piece  of  ground  at  the  head 
of  Cannibal  Cove,  and  were  much  amused  by  seeing 
the  ware  punij  or  sleeping  houses,  of  the  natives. 
These  are  exceedingly  low ;  and  covered  with  earth, 
on  which  weeds  very  often  grow.  They  resemble,  in 
i^ape  and  size,  a  hot-bed  with  the  glass  off.     A  small 
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square  hole  at  one  end  is  the  only  passage  for  light 
or  air.  I  intended  to  creep  into  one  of  them  to  ex- 
amine it ;  but  had  just  got  my  head  in,  and  was  de- 
bating within  myself  by  what  snake-like  evolution  I 
should  best  succeed  in  getting  my  body  to  follow, 
when  I  was  deterred  by  the  intense  heat  and  intole- 
rable odour  from  proceeding.  One  large  house  in  the 
village,  with  wattled  walls  plastered  with  clay,  we 
were  told  belonged  to  an  Englishman  then  in  Cloudy 
Bay.  The  natives  use  it  for  a  common  habitation 
during  the  day,  and  assemble  in  it  to  prayers  every 
morning  and  evening.  They  all  came  out  to  greet  us 
with  the  constant  shake  of  the  hand. 

A  mischief-making  native,  belonging  to  the  Kapiti 
tribe,  but  who  has  married  a  woman  here,  tried  to 
annoy  us  by  threats  and  extortions  of  payment  for 
wood  and  water,  on  account  of  the  tapu  of  Ship  Cove. 
As,  however,  his  demands  were  exorbitant,  and  re* 
newed  after  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  point 
by  a  small  present,  he  was  quietly  and  firmly  refused 
by  my  uncle ;  who  reminded  him  that  the  natives 
had  themselves  broken  the  tapu,  large  numbers  of 
them  having  removed  to  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  burial-place  in  order  to  have  the  advian- 
tage  of  proximity  in  their  dealings  with  us.  He  per- 
sisted in  his  violent  demands  ;  and  early  one  morning 
came  alongside  in  a  canoe,  and  carried  away  our  fish- 
ing-sean,  having  first  pushed  over  one  of  the  appren- 
tices who  was  in  the  boat.  Captain  Chaffers  went  on 
shore  with  an  armed  boat  to  demand  instant  restitu- 
tion of  the  net ;  and  found  that  our  tormentor  had 
enlisted  the  feelings  of  the  other  natives  in  his  favour. 
They  were  sullen  and  reserved,  and  refused  to  give  it 
up  at  first.  Their  appearance,  and  the  fact  that  many 
fresh  natives  were  ashore,  induced  Captain  Chaffers  to 
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■\  '•'--'"-    ^^  T^repare  the  ship  for  an  emer- 
'  /  -    -^--^    ^^:^   5aotteii,   the    crew  armed, 

""  -*-^,    ^    -lie  c^ui^r^rays,  and  a  spring  put 

^      "^     '^--    -•    rr^:  rhe  >aips  broadside  miorht  be 
■""^  *^'-:'    .:  'ie  Lv-ioh  ivhere  the  natives  were 

'• -^  '^'-  ,''\.r.Xj:  'iie^e  vrewirations,  one  or  two 
^'^'^  ''^^-^'^:^>  rxizie  r-.nmd  the  northern  point  of 
**  *~-  =w'^  :i5i^*i  :a  ro  :he  beach  at  great  speed, 
^^  "■^^•Tt^  ^-"^r^iT  :i  :::ue  with  their  paddles.  A 
***^"*-  >.-«,tf.  I.,!  -•  t.irivesk  now  came  off  to  the  ship. 
^  - 1«  -^.M  •:.>  Vivixilc^i  rvuad  rhe  stern,  we  observed 
uiK  .>-r^tx;  rhcir  roctuthawks  and  green-stone 
**/*w;.i*.  The  orhers  kept  their  blankets 
-^.vxx;  .i^T  tHer>thiiur  but  their  heads, 
^.i       •  •—  ^»,    X  ^vua^  wus  the  first  who  attempted 

V  o<r.v^  x  Ava*vr.  rvMtiiihiiwk  in  hand ;  but  he  was 
^.^-  w  \-  T.'.v,  »:  :-v  rop  a  sentry  with  musket  and 
,^,.x.,;t.     A,     -i    ;:!V'A\  nho  i^uietly  but  firmly  told 

^v  vB^v-.r.  i  tvi  :^i*c  he  would  allow  no  natives 
K  : ».  VI  \\».^;  vT-ttoi.  ■*  lV^::?kin/*  as  we  had  nick- 
*.  ^x.  V:-»  v*.:-.  't.>  ^wJTtrtiC  i^  '^*wit  of  that  material, 
j^  -vv.  M..  x*«  V  -^c-vNi^  Tt  ?*  is  ::ire:ition  of  getting 
«  .vv  V  ^  V  V  >i;;^-^.  s\  rV  vsu;  o:  ^'i  pistol  sticking 
^.  .  .V  ,ixx^x  ,\\4;^^\,vxi?c  suvldenlv  made  him 
j:**.v^k  >x  ,.  .«v;  .  «;Ni  !v  vX^v;xvK\l  into  the  canoe, 
.i.va  .%»..vv  vv^*t->  ;\iv>v  ^*  :h\*  shoct*.  A  smaller 
..^>\     ^v    .---x*  xNt  ^^tv\  s^«'j    -^  Ik\v  paddling,  and 

V  .^s.  ..>*^^  v*.\sti  *kc  Xtv;  tN^:  >^^  5«*vn.  who  showed 
r^.  >s  H^^x  » *xv*«vv,  i^Ni  r\\|U^>stt\l  10  In*  allowed  to 
v-.>  vs.  Xv  ^.  l*^^  ^^x^  %vi«plit\l  with;  and  the 
^   ^v>**AN«x**    .k^vvunwI  him^^lf  as    7V  //Ww,  or 

*K  v.^  i V  A^V  ux  thvA?  ho  oamo  friMu  RangitotOy 
u>.>  ^v^  ,  \s  *^  <  %Jn  U  «vv\\^r^\l  to  Iv  in  IVUrville's 
sA.xM  v*.^  "^^^  V  ^^;i*  ^.^tttujr  in  a  Imy  north  of 
u<.i.;v  vV^^  A^^  NvVvV  >*\>a:Iht  lo  or\>8»  the  strait  to 
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Kdpitif  in  order  to  be  present  at  a  grand  tangi^  or 
mourning  feast,  over  the  death  of  a  sister  of  Rauperaha; 
the  great  chief  at  that  place.  He  explained  to  us  that 
every  one  would  cry  very  much,  and  that  then  there 
woidd  be  much  kai  kai  or  feasting.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  a  large  retinue ;  some  of  whom  had  come  with 
liim  in  the  morning  to  visit  the  Ngatihinatai.  The 
war-canoes  belonged  to  his  party.  He  seemed  much 
inclined  to  stop  on  board,  and  talked  to  us  of  the 
quarrel  with  great  indiflference.  He  asserted,  though, 
that  we  ought  to  pay  for  the  tapu ;  but  suggested  as 
an  amendment,  that  the  w<w,  or  "  payment,"  should  be 
handed  to  him  instead  of  "  Dogskin."  We  therefore 
concluded  that  the  demand  was  altogether  unjust,  and 
a  mere  bullying  attempt  at  extortion. 

Te  Wetu  appeared  to  be  about  sixty  years  old,  but 
he  was  still  wiry  and  strong.  He  was  very  amusing 
and  fond  of  conversation.  He  told  us  all  about  his 
place,  RangitotOy  which  means  "  blood- coloured  sky,** 
and  expressed  his  hope  that  we  should  pay  it  a  visit. 
He  declared  himself  "  no  missionary/*  and  said  he  had 
four  wives,  the  fifth  having  lately  died.  Having  in- 
quired how  many  the  Kings  of  England  had,  he  laughed 
heartily  at  finding  that  they  were  not  so  well  provided, 
and  repeatedly  counted  ''four  wahine^*  (women)  on 
his  fingers.  We  gave  the  natives  a  small  present 
of  tobacco,  recovered  the  scan,  and  soon  restored 
friendship,  as  they  had  become  tired  of  being  excluded 
from  their  market  on  board.  Te  ff^etu  took  kindly 
to  the  cabin-table,  where  covers  were  always  laid  for 
him  and  Ngarewas  family,  who  had  taken  no  part 
whatever  in  the  disturbances.  The  natives  were  rather 
puzzled  at  our  display  of  force,  and  my  uncle's  firmness 
on  the  occasion  excited  general  respect  among  them. 
They  had  previously  described  us  as  a  missionary  ship ; 
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many  of  them  having  taken  notice  of  our  observance 
of  the  Sunday,  and  some  having  attended  our  service 
on  that  day.  They  now,  however,  said  we  were  half- 
missionary,  half-soldier.  A  native  missionary  teacher, 
named  William,  assembled  the  natives  who  were  on 
board  to  prayers  several  evenings.  Te  JVeta  always 
sat  apart  when  this  took  place.  No  further  attempts 
at  extortion  were  made ;  and  Te  JVetu  told  a  canoe-full 
of  his  people,  who  attempted  to  come  on  board  one 
morning,  that  they  were  not  wanted,  and  that  he  was 
very  comfortable  where  he  was. 

On  the  28th,  my  uncle  sent  Doddrey  the  store- 
keeper, with  a  native  guide,  to  a  village  at  the  south- 
ern entrance  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  which  Nayti 
and  also  the  resident  natives  described  as  containing  a 
hundred  White  men,  with  three  rangatira^  or  "chiefs." 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  he  returned  in 
a  whale-boat  with  two  Englishmen.  One  was  named 
Williams,  and  was  carpenter  at  the  village  in  question, 
where  he  said  there  were  about  sixty  Europeans  or 
Americans  living  by  whaling.  The  other  was  named 
Arthur,  and  owned  the  meeting-house  in  Anaho  vil- 
lage. Both  brought  their  native  wives  with  them. 
That  of  Arthur  belongs  to  the  village,  and  he  gene- 
rally lives  there  in  the  summer.  It  was  now,  however, 
the  season  for  whaling,  in  which  pursuit  we  learnt  that 
he  was  engaged ;  and  he  was  in  consequence  living  at 
Te-awa-iti,  whence  the  boat  came. 

The  crew  of  the  whale-boat  consisted  of  young  na- 
tive men,  dressed  in  the  costume  of  European  seamen ; 
and  we  heard  that  a  great  many  of  them  are  employed 
in  the  boats  by  the  whalers. 

The  arrival  of  our  countr3m(ien  produced  a  great 
change  in  the  deportment  of  the  natives.  They  now 
cringed  to  our  new  guests,  who  took  but  little  notice 
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of  them;  and  the  obnoxious  ^'Dogskin"  disappeared. 
The  new-comers  confirmed  our  idea  that  the  demand 
of  utu  was  a  mere  extortion,  and  were  much  amused 
at  the  relation  of  our  alarm  and  warlike  demonstration. 
They  told  us  that  the  natives  were  always  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  inexperienced  visitors  in  this  way. 

We  could  do  nothing  here  towards  attaining  our 
object,  which  was  to  select  and  purchase  a  location 
suitable  for  the  emigrants  whom  we  expected  to  fol- 
low us  in  January.  Neither  Ngarewa  nor  Te  fVetu 
could  give  us  any  distinct  information  as  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  land  in  this  neighbourhood.  They  both 
spoke  of  Rauperaha  as  the  great  chieftain  to  whom 
they  were  in  a  measure  tributary  ;  but  they  seemed  to 
agree  that  Hikoy  the  son  of  Te  Pehi,  had  the  best  right 
to  the  land  here.  Neither,  however,  was  described  as  hav- 
ing an  absolute  right  to  dispose  of  land ;  and  the  vested 
rights  appeared  to  us  to  be  involved  in  much  confusion. 
Our  White  friends  could  not  clear  up  our  doubts ;  and, 
moreover,  it  was  plain  that  although  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Ship  Gove  could  boast  of  excellent  harbours 
and  sublime  scenery,  it  was  not  at  all  suited  for  a  large 
European  colony.  My  uncle  therefore  determined  to 
avail  himself  of  the  services  of  Williams  and  Arthur 
in  piloting  the  vessel  to  Te-awa-itiy  where  we  might 
acquire  more  information. 

While  we  remained  at  anchor  in  Ship  Cove,  Dr. 
Dieffenbach  had  ascended  two  of  the  hills  which 
bound  the  bay.  On  the  first  expedition  he  was  ac- 
companied by  the  artist  and  Ehoro.  They  emerged 
from  the  forest  into  a  coppice  of  fern,  ten  feet  high, 
which  clothed  the  upper  part  of  the  hill.  After  a  te- 
dious scramble  through  this,  they  reached  the  summit, 
and  were  rewarded  by  a  panoramic  view  of  the  nu- 
merous bays  and  coves  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound> 
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dotted  with  many  islands^  and  the  northern  shore 
of  Cook's  StraiL  They  calculated  the  hill  to  be  800 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  second  hill  he 
ascended  with  a  native  guide  only<,  He  obtained  no 
view  from  the  summit^  as  it  was  covered  with  the 
loftiest  forest-trees.  He  ascertained  the  height  by  boil- 
ing water  to  be  upwards  of  1500  feet.  His  guide  was 
a  good  deal  frightened,  and  tried  to  dissuade  him  from 
proceeding,  before  they  had  completed  the  ascent,  by 
legends  of  fierce  monsters  whom  they  would  be  sure  to 
meet.  On  one  occasion  I  formed  one  of  a  party  who 
ascended  the  hill  to  a  considerable  height,  by  the  course 
of  one  of  the  streams.  We  climbed  up  the  sides  of  some 
picturesque  waterfalls,  and  attained  the  top  of  a  ridge 
covered  with  the  largest  trees.  The  trunks  of  some  of 
these  reached  to  the  height  of  seventy  or  eighty  feet 
without  a  branch.  This  elevated  part  of  the  forest 
was  almost  free  from  underwood,  and  moreover  quite 
silent,  the  birds  appearing  to  remain  in  the  lower  and 
more  lively  regions.  It  was  impossible  not  to  be  struck 
by  the  majesty  of  this  primseval  forest. 

August  3 1 . — The  weather,  which  had  been  very  bois- 
terous, with  much  rain,  during  the  last  few  days,  cleared 
up  this  morning.  Having  completed  most  of  our  re- 
fittings,  and  laid  in  a  good  stock  of  potatoes  and  water, 
we  weighed  anchor  at  10  in  the  morning,  and  stood  up 
the  Sound  with  a  light  wind  and  favouring  tide.  We 
bade  adieu  to  our  friends  the  natives,  and  set  Te  Tf^etu 
and  Ngarewa  ashore  as  we  got  under  way.  We  were, 
however,  accompanied  by  the  native  teacher  William, 
and  by  the  native  who  had  sprung  to  the  wheel  on  our 
first  arrival.  The  latter,  whose  native  name  was 
E  Ware,  had  made  himself  a  general  favourite  on 
board,  and  had  apparently  taken  a  fancy  to  the  ship ; 
for  he  installed  himself  among  the  men  without  any 
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agreement,  and  joined  in  all  the  work  without  any  re- 
compense but  his  meals  and  a  little  tobacco.  His  ac- 
tivity and  mirth,  together  with  the  rich  humour  which 
he  displayed  in  executing  some  of  the  native  dances,  as 
well  as  in  mimicking  almost  every  one  on  board,  earned 
for  him  the  sobriquet  of  "  Jim  Crow,"  which  he  re- 
tained during  the  whole  time  that  he  stuck  to  the  ship. 
He  had  acquired  his  nautical  knowledge  on  board  a 
whaling-ship  in  which  he  had  served.  I  have  often  seen 
him,  in  the  violent  gales  which  we  weathered  on  various 
parts  of  the  coast,  out  on  the  end  of  the  yard-arm 
doing  the  work  of  the  best  man  in  reefing,  and  cheer- 
ing the  sailors  to  exertion  by  some  broad  joke  or  irre- 
sistible grimace.  He  was  fully  competent  to  do  the 
work  of  an  able  seaman ;  and  his  good  humour  under 
all  circumstances  was  invincible. 

In  gliding  up  the  middle  of  the  Sound,  we  disco- 
vered a  succession  of  bays  on  either  hand,  each  in 
itself  a  harbour.  .  One  or  two  are  as  large  as  Plymouth 
Sound,  easy  of  access,  and  perfectly  safe  in  all  winds. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  level  spots,  like  that  at 
the  head  of  Ship  Cove,  the  wooded  mountains  rise 
from  the  water's  edge,  many  of  them  to  a  considerably 
greater  height  than  even  Mount  DieflFenbach,  as  we 
christened  the  hill  which  the  naturalist  ascended  with- 
out falling  a  victim  to  the  fabulous  genii  of  the  place. 
Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  magnificent  than  the 
scenery,  or,  however,  less  suitable  for  cultivation.  It 
forcibly  reminded  me  of  the  wildest  parts  of  the  High- 
lands of  the  Hudson,  with  a  greater  expanse  of  water. 
At  3  P.M.  we  reached  the  entrance  of  the  channel 
which  joins  the  Sound  with  Cook's  Strait  to  the  east- 
ward. The  entrance  is  about  a  mile  wide ;  and  the 
channel,  which  was  christened  1  ory  Channel  after 
Captain  Chaffers  had  surveyed  it,  turns  first  to  the 
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east,  and  then  to  the  north-east,  thus  insulating  but  a 
narrow  strip  of  land,  and  running  nearly  parallel  to 
the  Sound  for  the  greater  part  of  its  course.  As  we 
left  the  main  arm  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  we  saw 
at  its  southern  end,  some  six  or  seven  miles  from  us, 
a  tract  of  level  land  apparently  two  or  three  miles  wide, 
from  which  a  grove  of  high  trees  rose  up. 

The  eflfect  of  the  scenery  was  heightened  by  the  re- 
markable clearness  of  the  atmosphere.  The  distant 
land  shone  forth  with  distinct  outline  and  brilliant 
colours.  When  we  were  at  Ship  Cove,  the  wooded 
edge  of  Entry  Island,  which  is  at  least  thirty  miles 
distant,  was  generally  plain  to  the  eye,  relieved  against 
the  snowy  mountains  of  the  North  Island.  As  we 
entered  into  the  narrow  channel,  the  wind  died  away ; 
but  a  tide,  running  four  or  five  knots  an  hour,  drifted 
us  along.  Eddies  were  formed  on  the  shores,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  have  boats  towing  a-head  in  order  to 
keep  the  ship  in  mid-channel.  In  most  parts  of  the 
sound  and  channel  the  depth  of  water  is  from  thirty  to 
forty  fathoms,  even  close  in  to  the  shore;  but  the 
numerous  bays  afford  more  secure  anchorage,  out  of 
the  influence  of  the  tide.  About  half-way  through 
the  channel  a  small  island  lies  in  the  mouth  of  one  of 
these  bays,  crowned  by  the  palisadoes  of  a  native  fort. 
The  inhabitants  eyed  us  eagerly  from  the  shore,  and 
one  or  two  canoes  approached  the  ship.  They  seemed 
cautious  of  too  near  intercourse.  This  was  soon  ex- 
plained to  us  by  our  pilots.  In  the  year  1838,  the 
Pelorus,  English  brig-of-war,  visited  different  parts  of 
Cook's  Strait,  and  did  great  service  here  by  rendering 
justice  to  the  injured  party  in  many  cases  where  com- 
plaint was  made  to  the  commander.  After  a  display 
of  gunnery  close  to  this  very  pa,  the  commander  de- 
manded and  obtained  restitution  of  many  articles  stolen 
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from  the  whalers  for  a  long  space  back.  The  chief, 
named  Huntvenua,  and  his  people,  had  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  dishonesty  and  harassing  conduct 
towards  the  Whites,  and  some  of  the  guns  were  11:1  con- 
sequence pointed  against  a  stack  of  wood  for  fencings 
which  they  knocked  to  pieces.  This  harmless  show  of 
strength  produced  an  excellent  eSect ;  and  the  visit  was 
so  recent  that  their  respect  for  our  flag  still  existed. 
This  fortified  island  is  named  Mohio  by  the  natives. 

At  sunset  we  anchored  off  the  village  of  Te-awa-Hi, 
or  "  The  Jjittle  River."  The  whaWs,  who  have  a 
rough  way  of  pronouncing  the  native  language,  have 
hardened  this  name  into  Tarwhite. 

As  soon  as  we  arrived,  Mr.  Richard  Barrett,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  whaling  parties,  came 
off  in  his  boat  to  us.  We  had  been  highly  amused  at 
the  comfortable  obesity  of  Williams,  and  considered 
him  a  promising  sample  of  the  good  effects  of  New 
Zealand  feeding.  What  was  our  surprise  on  finding 
Dicky  Barrett,  as  he  is  generally  called,  as  much 
stouter  in  person  as  he  was  shorter !  Dressed  in  a 
white  jacket,  blue  dungaree  trousers,  and  round  straw 
hat,  he  seemed  perfectly  round  all  over ;  while  his 
jovial^  ruddy  face,  twinkling  eyes,  and  good-humoured 
smile,  could  not  fail  to  excite  pleasure  in  all  beholders. 
And  a  m^ry  party  it  was  to  look  upon,  as  we  sat 
round  a  bottle  of  grog  on  the  cabin-table,  listening  to 
the  relation  of  the  wild  adventures  and  "  hairbreadth 
"  «capes  "  of  Bia*rett  and  his  two  fellow-whalers. 

Barrett  had  been  in  New  Zealand  for  ten  or  twelve 
years :  first  as  a  flax-farader  at  the  Sugar-loaf  Islands 
near  Tatrunakij  or  Mount  Egmont,  where,  with  ten 
other  White  men,  he  joined  the  native  inhabitants  in 
their  desperate  resistance  to  the  invasion  of  the  PFai- 
kato  tribes ;  and  during  the  last  five  years  as  a  whaler 
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at  this  spot.  On  the  retreat  of  the  invaders,  the 
Ngatiawa,  or  aboriginal  tribe,  determined  on  seeking 
a  new  country,  free  from  the  incursions  of  the  enemies 
whom  they  had  only  repulsed  with  great  loss  to  their 
own  ranks.  Barrett  had  married  the  daughter  of  one 
of  their  principal  chiefs,  by  whom  he  has  several  chil- 
dren. He  and  his  comrades  accompanied  the  Nga' 
tiawa  in  their  migration  to  the  shores  of  Cook's 
Strait,  which  Rauperaha  and  Te  Pehi  had  conquered 
and  depopulated  when  those  chiefs  migrated  from 
Kawia  about  the  year  1825.  This  was  about  the  year 
1834.  Some  of  the  Ngatiawa  had  settled  on  the 
shores  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  some  in  Blind 
Bay,  others  at  Port  Nicholson,  and  along  the  coast  of 
the  North  Island,  between  that  and  KapitL  Constant 
quarrels  had  occurred  between  the  original  conquerors, 
who  chiefly  belong  to  the  Ngatitoa  tribe,  and  their 
more  numerous  successors.  Rauperaha  s  party  took 
up  their  residence  chiefly  at  Kapiti,  Admiralty  Bay, 
Mana,  or  Table  Island,  and  Cloudy  Bay.  Th^y  are 
often  called  the  Kawia ;  and  they  had  been  assisted, 
we  learnt,  in  their  attacks  on  the  Ngatiawa  by  a  tribe 
of  natives  called  the  ff^aikorapupu,  or  "  boiling- water,^ 
who  live  on  the  mainland  north  of  Kapiti.  The  ac- 
quaintance and  assistance  of  Dicky  Barrett  promised 
to  be  most  advantageous  to  us,  as  he  was  related  by  his 
wife  to  all  the  influential  chiefs  living  at  Port  Nichol- 
son. This  was  one  of  the  spots  to  which  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Company  particularly  directed  the  attention 
of  their  agent,  as  being  likely,  from  the  description 
given  by  Nayti  and  other  persons  who  had  visited  it, 
to  prove  a  suitable  spot  for  the  establishment  of  the 
future  colony.  Barrett's  account  fully  confirmed  this 
idea ;  and  he,  after  having  been  made  acquainted  with 
our  views  and  projects,  expressed  himself  willing  to 


Chap.  II.    TRIBES  OP  COOK'S  STRAIT— RIGHTS  TO  LAND.         37 

second  them  with  all  his  ability.     He  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  feelings  and  customs  of  the  na- 
tives,   as  well  as   their  language ;   and   his  constant 
intercourse  with  them  had  produced  in  him  a  worthy 
admiration  of  the  good  points  in  their  character.     He 
knew  them  too  well,  however,  to  give  them  unlimited 
praise ;  but  was  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  a  regular 
English  colony,   which  might  cherish   and    benefit 
them^  while  it  should  prevent  the  disastrous  eflfects 
often  arising  from  the  intercourse  between  the  most 
ill-disposed  among  them,  and  some   of  their  White 
guests  who,  outlaws  from  civilized  society,  had  de- 
generated into  something  more  brutal  than  the  savage. 
We  also  learnt  from  him  in  how  unsettled  a  state 
was  the  proprietorship  of  land  about  Cook's  Strait. 
The  country  had  been  conquered  about  fourteen  years 
before  by  the  Kawia  tribe.     They  had  almost  exter- 
minated the  Muopokoy  Rangitaney  and  Ngatiapay  who 
were  the  original  occupiers.     And  even  the  spots  now 
occupied  were  in  dispute  between  the  conquerors  and 
the  Ngatiaway  who  followed  nine  years  afterwards  in 
their  track.     The  very  superior  number  of  the  Nga- 
tiawa  seemed  to  constitute  their  only  right  to  supplant 
the  conquerors.  We  learned  that  a  war  in  consequence 
of  some  such  dispute  had  been  only  recently  concluded 
in  the  north  end  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  and 
that  the  forts  on  Long  Island  were  the  remains  of  this 
war.     It  seems  that  Rauperaha  had  crossed  the  strait 
a  year  or  two  previously  in  canoes,  and  had  established, 
vi  et  armis,  his  claim  to  that  island  and   Motuara, 
which  the  Ngatiawa  had  disputed  at  the  cost  of  eight 
men.     The  Nga/iitau,  too,  who  had  originally  occu- 
pied Cloudy  Bay,  had  frequently  followed  their  chief 
Tuawaiki,  or  "  Bloody  Jack,"  in  expeditions  to  recover 
their  settlements  ;  and  it  was  not  many  years  since 
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Rauperaha  had  succeeded  in  driving  them  away,  and 
establishing  some  of  his  relations  in  Port  Underwood 
or  ff^anganui,  the  ship-harbour  of  Cloudy  Bay.  Thus 
it  seemed  plain  that,  even  with  regard  to  the  owner- 
ship of  their  villages  and  potato^gardens,  might  con- 
stituted the  only  right.  As  to  the  parts  lying  vraste^ 
we  collected  that  they  were  not  thought  of  or  claimed 
by  any  one.  Many  White  men  had  cleared  and  culti- 
vated patches  of  land  without  bargain  or  interruption. 
These  natives  had  not,  like  those  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Bay  of  Islands,  learned  tiiat  White  men  were 
willing  to  pay  a  high  price  for  desert  land ;  and  there 
did  not  seem  to  have  ever  been  any  written  bargain  for 
land  before  our  arrival.  We  had  become  aware,  fix)m 
the  evidence  of  missionaries  given  before  a  Committee  of 
'tiie  House  of  Lords  in  1838,  that  a  very  different  state  of 
things  prevailed  in  the  northern  part  of  the  islands ; 
but  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  there,  so  early  as 
1814,  Mr.  Marsden,  the  founder  of  the  Church  Mi»Ed<Hi, 
had  brought  a  formal  deed  from  Sydney,  in  order  to 
complete  an  agreement  for  the  land  on  which  the  Mis- 
sion buildings  were  to  stand ;  and  that,  since  that  time» 
numerous  similar  purchases  on  a  large  scale  had  been 
made  by  the  missionaries  as  well  as  by  lay  settlers,  who 
created  a  considerable  demand  for  land  in  that  portion 
of  the  country.  Dicky  told  us  plainly,  that  our  wish 
to  purchase  a  large  district  of  waste  land  would  be 
looked  upon  as  a  novelty  by  the  natives  here.  From 
the  information  which  we  gathered  from  him  and  other 
persons,  I  feel  convinced  that  a  large  body  of  settlers 
might  have  pitched  their  tents  in  many  parts  of  the 
neighbourhood  entirely  without  interruption,  and  with- 
out being  regarded  by  the  natives  as  intruders  on  their 
rights. 

As,  however,  we  did  not  propose  to  take  possession 
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of  any  territory  without  a  positive  sanction  on  the  part 
of  the  natives,  it  vsras  determined  that  Barrett  should 
explain  our  views  to  them.  He  confessed  that  they 
would  be  sure  to  accept  a  payment,  and  that  certainly 
they  had  a  right  to  it,  as  we  should  probably  include 
villages  and  cultivations  in  such  large  districts  as  we 
{HToposed  to  buy. 

A  very  important  part  of  our  projected  plan  was,  to 
reserve  a  tenth  portion  of  the  land  bought  by  us  for 
the  benefit  and  use  of  the  natives.  We  had  it  in  view 
thus  to  secure  a  valuable  property  to  them,  which 
might  preserve  their  chiefs  in  circumstances  equal  to 
those  of  the  higher  order  of  settlers  in  future  times. 
We  had  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  the  value 
bestowed  on  these  native  reserves,  by  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  the  other  lands  with  which  they 
should  be  intermingled,  and  by  the  presence  of  a  large 
and  thriving  civilized  community,  might  afford  the 
means  of  furnishing  the  natives  with  abundant  re- 
venue to  support  the  dignity  of  their  chiefs,  with 
improved  clothes  and  food,  with  houses  like  those  of 
Europeans,  with  cattle  and  agricultural  implements, 
with  education  and  the  means  of  religious  worship ; 
in  short,  with  all  that  might  make  them  respectable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  future  colony.  It  had  of  course  been 
provided  that  these  reserves,  although  tapu  for  the 
natives,  should  be  inalienable  by  them,  as  it  was  fore* 
seen  that,  without  such  a  precaution,  the  natives  would 
part  with  their  reserves  for  a  nominal  value,  as  soon  as 
they  should  acquire  a  real  one  in  the  eyes  of  speculat- 
ing colonists.  It  had  also  been  provided  tiiat  the 
defects  of  the  system  of  Indian  reserves  in  North 
America  should  be  avoided.  There  the  reserves  have 
been  selected  in  huge  blocks  which  lie  unimproved 
themselves,  and  which,  while  they  produce  no  benefit 
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t^^  th<*  )H^U\>Kk  imi^iHl^  the  cultivation  and  consequent 
1^  iu  \^ltt^  v^'^l  the  lands  in  their  neighbourhood- 
*rhey  ha\e  U^u  Rmml  tv>  )iroduce  there  the  same  evils 
w  hivh  aiw^e  tV\MU  the  exee^ve  grants  made  to  indi vir 
\IhhU  at  the  HiNtt  t\miHiatk4i  of  the  colony  of  Swan 
HW^v  The  luvUau  ret$erve$  in  Canada  would  doubt- 
IVMA  (HHS^ue  v>t'  real  value  tv^  the  Indians,  if  small 
IKXi'tHM^^  svt'  them  \XHUd  be  ^(iven  away  to  band  fde 
«^Uler^  alvW  t\>  hruv^  lalnnir  and  capital  to  bear  on 
their  laud.  The  iuterveuin^  parts  of  the  great  desert 
w^^uld  then  ai\)uire  UK>re  value,  and  produce  more 
revenue,  than  the  whole  of  it  while  it  remained  tapu 
to  any  but  the  Indians^ 

Ou  a  similar  priucijde  we  proposed  to  confer  a  greater 
value  on  the  reserves  for  the  natives  in  our  colony  than 
wuld  Indong  to  the  whole  district  while  lying  waste ; 
for  which,  nevertlieless,  we  proposed  to  give  them  an 
iuuueiliate,  ample,  and  satisfactory  payment  In  order 
to  understand  our  provisions  for  this  purpose,  it  is 
uecessjiry  to  know  the  plan  which  the  Company  had 
pri>jected  before  our  departure,  for  the  distribution  of 
the  land  among  the  intending  colonists. 

In  the  first  place,  in  accordance  with  the  system  then 
adopt43d  in  all  our  colonies,  the  land  was  to  be  sold  in 
England,  at  the  rate  of  100/.  for  each  section,  consist- 
ing of  one  acre  in  the  site  of  the  town,  and  a  hundred 
acres  in  the  surrounding  country ;  and  three-fourths 
of  the  proceeds  were  to  be  expended  in  carrying  out 
labourers  to  the  colony. 

The  first  colony  was  to  consist  of  a  town  of  1 100  acres, 
and  a  corresponding  country  district  of  110,000  acres. 

As  soon  as  the  list  of  purchasers  of  1000  sections. 

should  be  filled  up,  a  lottery  was  to  be  formed  in 

England,  by  which  1 1 00  orders  of  selection  should  be 

n,  corresponding  to  the  sum  of  the  1000  purchased 
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sections,  and  the  hundred  sections  reserved  for  the 
natives.  To  exemplify  this,  let  us  take  an  instance  of 
what  actually  took  place  when  this  plan  was  carried 
into  eflFect.  Thus,  upon  the  name  of  Mr.  Duncan 
Dunbar  being  drawn,  a  ticket  was  drawn  from  another 
wheel,  and  turned  up  No,  1,  giving  him  the  right  of 
the  first  choice  of  one  among  the  1 100  town  sections, 
and  one  among  the  1100  country  sections,  as  soon  as 
they  should  be  surveyed  and  marked  on  a  map.  The 
first  native  reserve  drawn  came  up  No.  7,  thus  securing 
the  seventh  best  choice  of  one  town  and  one  country 
section,  out  of  the  same  2200  sections,  to  the  native 
estate. 

In  this  way  the  native  reserves  were  sure  to  be  well 
scattered  among  the  lands  occupied  and  owned  by  White 
men,  and  of  fair  average  value.  This  system  held  out 
the  brightest  hopes  of  success  :  the  value  of  the  lands 
was  thus  secured,  and  it  was  also  provided  that  such 
portions  as  the  natives  might  select  for  their  residence 
should  be  interspersed  among  the  residences  of  White 
men,  instead  of  being  so  isolated  as  to  preserve  their 
rude  and  uncivilized  habits.  Nothing  can  be  a  more 
degrading  sight  than  the  exclusively  Indian  villages  of 
Canada.  The  defective  habits  and  inclinations  of  the 
savage  are  preserved,  and  his  existence  as  an  isolated  and 
inferior  being  is  encouraged  and  perpetuated.  They  are 
visited  as  curiosities  by  the  White  inhabitants  and  tra- 
vellers, and  are  preserved  in  that  light,  like  wild  beasts 
in  a  show,  devoid  of  comfort  or  improvement.  The 
miserable  appearance  of  the  native  villages  which  we 
had  seen  in  New  Zealand,  tended  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  confirm  these  views.  Crowded  together,  as 
the  natives  were,  in  small,  filthy,  and  unwholesome 
huts,  we  found  that  the  animal  heat,  unpurified  by 
ventilation,  forced  them  to  sleep  quite  naked,  and  that 
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both  sexes  and  all  ages  lay  thus  huddled  together, 
like  dormice  in  a  nest.  Without  a  great  reform  in  this 
particular  no  one,  however  well-disposed  to  do  so,  could 
hope  to  effect  a  change  in  their  morals,  or  to  raise  them 
up  to  the  level  of  White  people.  In  order  that  they 
should  be  better  and  more  decently  clothed,  it  was 
necessary  that  an  improved  process  of  agricultui« 
should  enable  them  to  produce  more  than  they  con- 
sumed, without  taking  all  their  time ;  so  that  they 
might  set  aside  some  hours  for  the  cultivation  of  their 
intellect  and  their  religious  education. 

It  was  hoped  that  these  preliminary  changes^  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  their  effectual  civilization,  and  yet 
mere  steps  towards  that  end,  might  be  in  a  great  mea- 
sure assisted  by  means  of  dispersing  their  residences 
and  their  cultivations  among  those  of  the  superior 
race,  because  the  constant  example  before  their  eyes, 
and  consequent  emulation  to  attain  the  same  results, 
would  naturally  lead  the  inferior  race,  by  an  easy 
ascent,  to  a  capacity  for  acquiring  the  knowledge, 
habits,  desires,  and  comforts^  of  their  civilized  neigh- 
bours. 

This  was  what  many  sincere  well-wishers  to  the 
natives  had  contemplated  in  their  opinion,  expressed 
in  England  before  we  left,  that  civilization  should  go 
hand  in  hand  with,  and  in  some  degree  precede 
Christianity  among  savage  tribes.  Perhaps  the  most 
interesting  part  of  our  undertaking  was  our  acquies- 
cence in  this  principle,  and  the  interest  which  we  felt 
in  calculating  on  its  expediency  from  what  we  observed 
of  the  natives  while  in  their  wildest  state. 

Dicky  Barrett,  who  was  an  excellent  whaler,  but  no 
political  economist,  did  not  see  the  whole  bearing  on 
our  theory  of  the  system  of  native  reserves ;  but  he 
agreed  that  it  was  a  noble  and  just  provision  against 
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the  chance  of  want  coming  upon    them  when   they 
should  have  expended  the  original  payment. 

We  looked  much  further ;  and  considered  the  real 
payment  to  be  made  to  them  to  consist  in  the  confer- 
ring on  them  the  great  boon  of  civilization  by  such 
degrees  as  to  secure  its  permanency;  and,  moreover, 
in  the  preserving  for  them  a  property  of  sufficient 
value  to  allow  affluence  and  comfort  to  wait  on  the 
process,  and  crown  its  final  completion.  Such  were 
the  thoughts  that  passed  through  my  mind  after  the 
whalers  had  returned  on  shore  for  the  night ;  and  I 
felt  happy  in  supposing,  that  the  humblest  share  in  the 
execution  of  so  great  an  enterprise  might  be  envied  by 
the  most  ambitious  of  men. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  Whaling-town — Try-works — Joseph  Toms — History  of  Te- 
awa-iti — Foundation — ^Hardships — Progress — Wages  of  whalers 
— Summer  life-jealousies — Lawlessness  — Hospitality — Clean- 
liness— Native  whale-boats — Wretched  houses  and  food — Boat 
expedition — Tide-rip — Jack  Guard — His  perilous  adventures 
in  1834-— H.M.  S.  Alligator— Port  Gore— Admiralty  Bay- 
Wild  cattle — Estuary  of  the  Pelorus — ^Bivouac — Ducks — ^Tree- 
ferns  —  Teal  —  Tributary  Natives  —  Pigeons  —  Precautions  — 
Bapids — Canoe — Horror  of  brandy — Old  Pa — Phormium  tenax 
— Scraping — Guard's  Island — ^A  sacred  Chief — Gale — Arrival 
at  the  ship— Climate — Illness  of  Natives — Departure  for  Port 
Nicholson— Shores  of  Cook's  Strait. 

September  1,  Sunday. — After  prayers  on  board,  we 
landed  and  visited  the  whaling-town  of  Te-awa-itL 
Dicky  Barrett's  house  was  on  a  knoll  at  the  far  end  of 
it,  and  overlooked  the  whole  settlement  and  anchorage. 
There  were  about  twenty  houses  presented  to  our  view ; 
the  walls  generally  constructed  of  wattled  supple-jack, 
called  kareau\  filled  in  with  clay  ;  the  roof  thatched 
with  reeds ;  and  a  large  unsightly  chimney  at  one  of 
the  ends,  constructed  of  either  the  same  materials  as 
the  walls,  or  of  stones  heaped  together  by  rude  ma- 
sonry. Dicky  Barrett's  house,  or  ware  as  it  is  called 
in  maori  or  native  language,  was  a  very  superior  edifice, 
built  of  sawn  timber,  floored  and  lined  inside,  and  shel- 
tered in  front  by  an  ample  veranda.  A  long  room  was 
half  full  of  natives  and  whalers.  His  wife  E  Bangi, 
a  fine  stately  woman,  gave  us  a  dignified  welcome;  and 
his  pretty  half-caste  children  laughed  and  commented 
on  our  appearance,  to  some  of  their  mother  s  relations, 
in  their  own  language.    He  had  three  girls  of  his  own. 
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and  had  adopted  a  son  of  an  old  trader  and  friend  of 
his  named  Jacky  Love,  who  was  on  his  death-bed,  re- 
gretted by  the  natives  as  one  of  themselves.  He  had 
married  a  young  chieftainess  of  great  rank,  and  his  son 
Dan  was  treated  with  that  universal  respect  and  kind- 
ness to  which  he  was  entitled  by  the  character  of  his 
father  and  the  rank  of  his  mother. 

We  found  Williams's  ware  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  ;  and  Arthur  s  perched  up  on  a  pretty  terrace  on 
the  side  of  the  northern  hill  which  slopes  from  the 
valley.  A  nice  clear  stream  runs  through  the  middle 
of  the  settlement.  Some  few  of  the  whalers  were 
dressed  out  in  their  clean  Sunday  clothes  :  but  a  large 
gang  were  busy  at  the  try -works  ^  boiling  out  the  oil 
from  the  blubber  of  a  whale  lately  caught.  It  appears 
that  this  is  a  process  in  which  any  delay  is  injurious. 
The  try-works  are  large  iron  boilers,  with  furnaces 
beneath.  Into  these  the  blubber  is  put,  being  cut  into 
lumps  of  about  two  feet  square,  and  the  oil  is  boiled 
out.  The  residue  is  called  the  scrags  and  serves  to 
feed  the  fire.  The  oil  is  then  run  into  coolers,  and 
finally  into  casks  ready  for  shipping.  The  men  were 
unshaven  and  uncombed,  and  their  clothes  covered 
with  dirt  and  oil.  Most  of  them  were  strong,  muscular 
men ;  and  they  reminded  me,  as  they  stoked  the  furnaces, 
and  stirred  the  boiling  oil,  of  Retzsch's  grim  imagina- 
tion of  the  forge  in  the  forest,  in  his  outline  illustra- 
tions of  Schiller's  ballad  of  Fridolin.  On  asking  one 
whether  they  always  worked  on  Sundays,  he  answered 
contemptuously,  *^()h!  Sunday  never  comes  into  this 
**  bay ! "  An  Australian  aboriginal  native  was  one  of  this 
greasy  gang,  and  was  spoken  of  as  a  good  hand.  The 
whole  ground  and  beach  about  here  was  saturated  with 
oil,  and  the  stench  of  the  carcasses  and  scraps  of  whale- 
flesh  lying  about  in  the  bay  was  intolerable. 
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Another  man,  heading  a  whaling-party  here,  was 
nicknamed  "Geordie  Bolts."  His  real  name  was 
Josepn  Toms ;  but  being  crippled  in  an  encoimter  with 
a  whale,  he  had  the  fame  of  never  having  been  aWe  to 
face  one  since  ;  and  hence  the  nom  de  guerre.  His  ap- 
pearance was  by  no  means  so  attractive  as  that  of  Sar- 
rett.  Independently  of  the  deformity  arising  from  his 
unfortunate  accident,  he  was  of  small  stature  and  repul- 
sive features.  Nor  had  he  acquired  the  same  character 
for  hospitality  and  kindness  to  either  natives  or  fellow- 
countrymen,  which  we  found  universally  accorded  to 
Dicky.  He  was  married  to  a  near  relation  of  Rau- 
peraha^  and  by  means  of  this  alliance  maintained  an- 
other whaling  station  at  a  harbour  called  Porirua,  on 
the  main  between  the  islands  of  Kapiti  and  Manct^ 

In  a  bay  separated  by  a  low  tongue  of  land 
from  the  main  valley  of  Te-awa-iUy  we  found  anr 
other  whaler  named  Jimmy  Jackson,  who  had  a  snug 
little  cove  to  himself.  He  was  positively  equal  in  di- 
mensions to  Williams  and  Barrett  both  together.  He 
gave  us  a  hearty  welcome;  and  never  ceased  talking 
from  the  moment  we  entered  his  house  until  we  re- 
turned on  board.  We  found  him  quite  an  original 
character,  who  had  something  to  say  on  every  subject 
He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Bonaparte,  whose  battles 
adorned  his  walls  in  gaudy  colours  and  tinselled  frames, 
as  bought  from  some  French  whale-ship.  He  sup* 
ported  his  superficial  view  of  almost  everything  that 
could  be  mentioned,  by  quotations  from  the  Scriptures 
and  Guthrie's  Geography,  which  seemed  his  favourite 
books  of  reference.  He  had  been,  we  found,  ten  years 
here,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers.  He  declared  the 
Peloru«  river  to  be  an  excellent  place  for  a  settlement; 
and  offered  to  introduce  my  uncle  to  an  old  friend  of 
his  in  Cloudy  Bay,  Jack  Guard,  who  knew  the  native 
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owners  of  that  district,  and  who  piloted  the  Pelorus 
in  her  trips  about  the  Strait  We  had  read  an  ac- 
count in  the  papers,  just  before  we  left  England,  of 
the  discovery  by  this  vessel  of  a  large  river  and  fine 
district  opening  into  Cloudy  Bay  ;  and  we  were  anxi- 
ous to  examine  it  for  ourselves.  It  turned  out  that 
this  was  the  Ohiere  river,  which  flows  into  Admi- 
ralty and  not  Cloudy  Bay,  and  was  christened  after 
ihe  brig  by  the  offieers. 

During  the  next  four  days  we  had  ample  opportuni- 
ties of  observing  every  thing  remarkable  at  J^e^awa-iti 
and  its  neighbourhood,  and  of  learning  many  particu- 
lars of  its  first  foundation  and  subsequent  history. 

The  above-named  John  Guard  was  the  first  who 
entered  the  south-eastern  mouth  of  the  channel,  two 
miles  eairt  of  our  present  anchorage,  in  a  small  sealing 
vessel.  This  was  in  1827.  Having  been  driven  in  by 
a  gale  of  wind,  he  built  a  house,  and  carried  on  sealing 
and  whaling,  with  great  risk  and  annoyance  from  the 
natives,  and  no  great  profit  for  a  long  while.  The  na- 
tives,  in  a  constant  state  of  war  (for  this  was  just  at 
the  epoch  of  Rauperaha'%  invasion),  were  so  ill-pro- 
vided with  potatoes  or  indeed  any  kind  of  provisions, 
that  our  adventurers  subsisted  for  some  time  on  whale's 
flesh  and  wild  turnip-tops ;  and  often,  for  want  of  work- 
men and  tools,  they  could  not  save  the  oil,  having  no 
casks,  and  kept  only  the  bone,  which  they  sold  on  the 
rare  occasions  when  they  could  find  a  market  on  board 
vessels  from  Sydney.  The  Nguhitau  tribe,  in  their 
predatory  incursions,  frequently  destroyed  their  houses 
and  all  their  property,  along  with  that  of  the  natives. 
One  old  hand,  now  in  Te-awa-iti,  had  had  his  house 
burnt  down  no  fewer  than  four  times. 

Since  1831,  however,  when  whaling-ships  began  to 
resort  to  Cloudy  Bay,  Sydney  merchants  worked  the 
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The  more  industrious  of  these,  during  the  summer, 
jHX)cure  supplies  of  pigs  and  potatoes  from  the  natives, 
and  make  large  profits  by  disposing  of  them  again  to 
the  whale-ships  which  look  in  at  the  diflferent  harbours 
previous  to  going  out  on  the  whaling-grounds,  or  re- 
turning home  full.  The  less  active  spend  the  summer 
at  the  villages  of  their  native  women,  either  cultivating 
a  patch  of  ground  which  the  natives  have  tacitly  al- 
lowed them  to  take  possession  of,  or  depending  entirely 
on  their  native  connexions  for  fish  and  potatoes,  and 
drinking  out  the  extent  of  their  credit  with  the  agent 
in  the  strongest  and  most  poisonous  liquors. 

Much  rivalry  is  of  course  engendered  by  the  nature 
of  the  whaler  s  occupation ;  and  we  observed  that  the 
jealousy  of  the  native  tribes,  fostered  by  the  women 
who  cohabited  with  the  white  men,  often  produced 
the  most  rancorous  feelings  between  rival  parties.  Those 
living  in  Cloudy  Bay  with  the  Kawia^  and  those  living 
in  the  Sound  with  the  Ngatiawa^  were  in  the  con- 
stant habit  of  disparaging  each  other  and  each  other  s 
natives ;  and  seemed  to  have  imbibed  a  good  deal  of 
the  savage  enmity  existing  between  the  two  tribes. 
In  each  place  separate  bays  were  the  abodes  of  vary- 
ing interests,  and  even  on  the  same  beach  indivi- 
duals seemed  disunited  and  in  constant  feud  with  each 
other,  though  we  should  have  imagined  that  they 
ought  to  have  been  united  by  their  common  danger, 
or  at  a-ny  rate  by  their  love  of  gain.  Fierce  quarrels 
und  wild  orgies  were  to  be  met  with  both  day  and 
night ;  and  never,  perhaps,  was  there  a  community 
composed  of  such  dangerous  materials  and  so  devoid 
of  regular  law. 

The  law  of  the  strong  in  mind  and  body  was,  how-, 
ever,  in  force.  Some  few  men  of  iron  will  and  large 
limb  ruled  to  a  considerable  degree  the  lawless  assein^ 
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generally  receive  20/.  in  payment  from  the  party  which 
profits  by  their  exertions.  The  natives  in  these  two 
pas  amounted  to  about  two  hundred,  and  received  us 
very  civilly,  being  well  accustomed  to  trade  with  the 
whaling-town.  We  again  observed  the  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  the  houses  and  food  of  the  natives.  Much 
of  the  latter  consisted  of  dried  whale's  flesh,  of  which 
we  saw  large  quantities  hung  on  racks  about  the  vil- 
lage. They  were  somewhat  better  clothed  than  the 
natives  at  Ship  Cove,  having,  probably,  greater  oppor- 
tunities of  trading  with  the  whaling  station.  The 
village  of  Hokikare  is  prettily  situated  in  a  grassy 
valley,  about  half  a  mile  wide  and  nearly  a  mile  in 
depth.  It  faces  the  entrance  of  the  Sound,  which 
is  about  a  mile  to  the  east. 

September  6th. — Mr.  Guard  having  arrived  from 
Cloudy  Bay  in  a  strong  sailing-boat,  I  determined  to 
accompany  my  uncle,  and  we  started  for  the  Ohiere  or 
Pelorus  river.  Besides  Guard  and  ourselves,  we  were 
accompanied  by  a  gentleman  named  Wynen,  who  had 
lately  arrived  from  Sydney,  commissioned  by  an  associa- 
tion of  persons  there  to  purchase  land  in  the  best  situa- 
tions. He  had  with  him  his  native  wife,  named  Rangi-- 
awa.  Her  brother  Hengia,  or  Charley,  a  young  chief- 
tain of  influence  in  the  Kama  tribe,  accompanied  us  as 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  district,  and  in  order  to  obtain 
respect  from  the  few  members  of  the  conquered  tribe 
who  had  been  allowed  to  remain,  as  tributaries,  on  the 
spot.  Our  crew  consisted  of  four  natives,  also  of  the 
Kama  tribe,  and  one  White  man.  We  had  provided 
ourselves  with  provisions  for  a  few  days,  and  a  few 
blankets. 

Retracing  our  voyage  through  the  Tory  Channel 
and  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  a  distance  of  about 
thirty  miles,  we  looked  anxiously  into  Ship  Cove  as  we 
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pttBKd^  having  some  hc^)es  that  a  small  vessel  with 
sarveyorsy  which  was  to  follow  us  from  Kngtand  im- 
tujediately^  might  have  made  a  quick  passage  and  ar- 
rived. The  inlet  lay,  however,  in  majestir  aknce,  not 
a  curl  of  smoke  betraying  ev^i  the  presence  of  natives. 
The  solemnity  of  the  tapm  seemed  to  be  again  imposed 
on  its  woods  and  waters^ 

A;»  we  passed  between  Point  Jaekson  and  the  inner- 
msn^  of  a  reef  of  low  rocks  which  stretches  oat  nearly 
a  mile  into  the  Strait^  we  experienced  the  bo&ting  of 
a  strong  tideHrtp  or  race.  These  are  very  frequoit  in 
moiiv  parts  of  ^  Strait ;  and  arise  from  the  force  (^ 
the  tide>  which^  generally  speaking,  flows  five  hours 
ifrom  north  to  south,  and  ebbs  seven  hours  in  the  o^ 
po«tte  direction.  The  numerous  friths  and  bays,  how- 
ever, cause  various  eddies  and  cross  currents ;  which 
fail  only  be  known  by  experience.  Our  guide,  as  I 
Kuve  befort^  (Mid,  was  a  perfect  pilot  for  the  Strait,  hav-* 
tttg  coa»teil  about  the  various  beaches  and  inlets  for 
more  than  twelve  years. 

tiin  life  in  New  Zealand  has  been  an  eventful  one. 
ttl  \\w  ytHir  1 831,  on  his  return  from  a  trip  to  Sydney 
ill  tho  iihip  llnrriet,  he  was  wrecked  in  Ohao  bay,  near 
{\\^^  Kgiiiontu  Tho  natives  of  that  part  of  the  coast 
Hf^vM'HibUHl  ill  Itirge  numbers  to  plunder  the  wreck; 
iMid  i\  Dgtii  oii^uml  between  them  and  the  crew,  which 
imhIcmI  in  till*  dolottt  of  the  White  party.  Some  of  them 
noro  lilltiM) ;  und  the  rest,  including  Guard's  wife  and 
two  youufi  (children,  were  taken  prisoners.  Guard, 
W  it  h  Hnm  IV w  of  the  party,  was  assisted  in  escaping  in 
H  li<mi  (V(ilii  Muturua,  or  the  Sugar-loaf  Islands,  by 
^i\m  of  \\w  imtlveK  concerned.  He  thus  reached  Te- 
HW(^itii  wUmu'ii  ho  found  his  way  to  Sydney.  He  then 
MA  tiMJ  olnnnnntniicafi  before  the  Council  of  New 
HmuUi  Wfil^iii  mid  tlie  consequence  was  that  an  expe« 
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dition  was  dispatched  by  Sir  Richard  Bourke  to  reco- 
ver the  captives.  It  consisted  of  the  Alligator  frigate 
of  twenty-six  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Lambert ; 
and  the  Isabella  schooner  as  a  tender,  with  a  company 
of  the  50th  regiment  of  foot.  The  captive  sailors 
were  first  given  up,  though  it  appears  under  the 
promise  of  utu  being  paid,  made  by  Guard  and  con- 
firmed by  two  interpreters  who  infringed  Captain 
Lambert's  especial  orders,  to  make  an  unconditional 
demand  for  the  restitution  of  all  the  prisoners.  As, 
however,  they  were  left  four  days  on  shore  alone 
among  the  natives,  they  were  forced  to  save  their 
lives,  which  were  threatened,  by  promising  ransom,  and 
that  the  ships  would  trade  for  whalebone.  At  Te 
Namu,  a  native  pa  between  Cape  Egmont  and  Tf^ai-' 
mate,  Mrs.  Guard  was  recovered,  with  her  infant 
child.  She  had  been  forced  to  live  with  a  native  chief, 
and  had  been  often  ill-treated,  and  even  wounded,  by 
the  natives.  In  the  conflict  in  which  she  was  taken 
she  had  received  some  wounds  on  the  head ;  and  after 
this  the  head  of  her  brother,  who  had  been  killed  and 
his  body  eaten,  was  constantly  exhibited  to  her,  after 
offering  her  part  of  the  flesh.  These  circumstances 
had  very  naturally  exasperated  Guard,  and  many  of 
the  ship's  crew  sympathized  with  him.  When  the 
chief  in  question  came  down  teethe  beach  at  Te  Nathu, 
he  was  recognized  by  Guard,  and  ordered  to  be  seized 
and  taken  on  board  by  the  officer  in  command  of  a 
party  on  shore.  Guard  was  in  command  of  the  whale- 
boat  which  alone  could  get  through  the  violent  surf. 
The  chief  jumped  overboard,  and  was  then  fired  at  and 
wounded.  On  his  recapture,  they  treated  him  with 
great  cruelty ;  wounding  him  so  severely  that  his  life 
was  despaired  of  when  he  arrived  on  board  the  Alliga- 
tor.    He  was  recovered,  however,  by  the  care  of  the 
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surgeon;  and  being  of  great  rank,  was  joyfully  ex- 
changed by  his  tribe  for  Mrs.  Guard  and  her  child. 
Negotiations  were  now  entered  into  for  the  recovery  of 
the  little  boy.  The  natives  insisted  upon  having  utu ; 
and  at  one  of  the  villages^  a  lieutenant  was  waiting 
with  a  boat  just  outside  the  surf  for  the  boy,  whom 
they  had  promised  to  bring  to  him,  when  a  musket>-ball 
was  fired  by  a  native  from  the  cliff  close  over  his  head. 
He  returned  on  board  and  reported  the  circumstance, 
when  the  guns  of  the  frigate  were  brought  to  bear  on  the 
pa,  and  several  canoes  and  some  of  the  houses  were  de* 
stroyed.  At  a  subsequent  period  a  large  body  of  men  were 
landed  at  Ff^aimate  pa,  and  drawn  up  in  a  command- 
ing position  on  the  cliff,  while  the  officers,  with  a  party 
of  sailors  on  the  beach  below,  treated  for  the  surrender 
of  the  boy.  He  was  at  length  brought  on  the  shoulders 
of  a  native ;  who  was  in  the  act  of  running  away  with 
him  again,  on  payment  being  refused,  when  one  of  the 
sailors  cut  him  out  of  the  mat  which  bound  him  to  the 
native's  bajk ; — another  shot  the  native ; — the  soldiers 
hearing  the  shot,  fired  at  once  ;  and  Guard  picked  up 
his  boy  and  swam  off  with  him  to  one  of  the  boats. 
The  soldiers  and  sailors  drove  the  natives  into  the  inte- 
rior, after  some  little  resistance,  killing  and  wounding 
twenty  or  thirty  of  them.  At  the  end  of  three  days, 
during  which  the  surf*  had  been  too  heavy  to  allow 
them  to  re-embark,  they  burned  the  pas  and  returned 
on  board. 

Mr.  Busby,  the  British  Resident  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  and  Mr.  Williams  and  the  other  Missionaries 
and  residents  there,  afterwards  expressed  their  opinion 
to  Captain  Lambert,  "  that  the  example  set  these  people 
"  would  be  most  beneficial ;"  and  that  "  it  was  the 
"  happiest  circumstance  that  could  have  occurred  for 
"  establishing  them  in  safety  upon  the  island."     And 
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one  of  the  prineipal  chiefs  at  Entry  Island  **  told  him 
**  that  they  were  of  the  worst  tribe  of  persons  in  the 

whole  of  New  Zealand ;  renegades  and  people  that 

had  escaped  from  various  tribes  for  thefts  and  every 
"  crinie  that  could  possibly  be  thought  of"* 

Striking  across  the  wide  entrance  of  Port  Gore,  we 
passed  close  under  Point  Lambert,  and  obtatined  a  view 
of  the  Admiralty  Islands  stretching  out  to  the  west- 
ward. Following  the  narrow  strait  between  the  near- 
est of  them,  Motu  JVgarara,  or  "  Isle  of  Lizards,"  and 
the  main,  we  entered  a  sheltered  bay  called  Ikokoia, 
which  stretches  half  a  mile  to  the  south-east,  and  pre- 
pared to  encamp  for  the  night  on  one  of  its  beaches. 
The  natives,  directed  by  Rangiaway  or  "  Squeaker,"  as 
she  was  nicknamed  among  the  whalers,  cooked  our 
dinner  for  us ;  and  we  rolled  ourselves  in  our  blankets 
under  an  overhanging  bank  of  gravel,  which  protected 
us  from  the  heavy  dew  of  a  clear  starlight  night. 

7th  September. — We  were  astir  at  early  daylight, 
and  the  boat  was  stowed  with  the  diligence  of  an  old 
sealer.  Passing  the  mouths  of  two  bays  (one  called 
Titirangi,  and  the  other,  which  appeared  to  extendr 
seven  or  eight  miles  into  the  interior,  Anakoa),  we 
reached  a  boat-channel  between  the  main  and  the 
largest  of  the  Adipiralty  group,  called  Kakaho  by  the 
natives,  and  christened  Guard's  Jsland,  after  their  pilot, 
by  the  officers  of  the  Pelorus.  This  passage  is  narrow 
and  very  shallow.  We  had  some  trouble  in  getting 
through  against  a  strong  tide.  Inclining  a  little  to  the 
north-west,  we  now  perceived  the  entrance  to  the  estu- 
ary of  the  Pelorus  river.  Half-way  up  the  hill  which 
forms  the  south  head,  we  saw  five  head  of  wild  cattle, 

*  Evidence  of  Captain  Lambert  before  Select  Committee  of 
House  of  Commons  on  Aborigines  (British  Settlements),  in  May, 
1836 ;  q.  3848-9. 


'^afCsiMS'  "MiTir   if   wafier  two  or  time  miles 

ftjK   >^tui  3ii«iQe$^  omnpQied  of  mountaiiB 

iMLO  re  -i^KO  ieirr  is  !m^^  duAed  to  tiie  sum* 

isit»  wtdsL  taie  :sMist  ioLxttEttDt  aiDil  nayjestir  timber. 
Kf«fi  •jTi&r  :4k/C  ^cHiiieii  bintgi^  m  s«Hne  of  the  most  in- 
okate  p«iB!^£^f$' by  wtux^fitiiv  t&f  ^  Haying 

MiciKii  :a£  !^Ufife^  tx>  wttdkuot  dh  mSkf'  of  the  spot  where 
thi^  IVlofw^^  :UKhow«it  we  ai^saiflDt  mwaunpipd  cm  a  shingly 
bMch  itt  a  bay  «>tt  t!6lt^  i^cji^  :$aA^  ^  the  Somid.    At  this 
sf^  thi^xv  w^^iv  :$otw  tMt  i»r  fiiftvm   acnes  of  level 
j(;nMUiv{>  Oil  wlUsC^  w^  w^»e  $k£)»wii  the  n^mains  of  a 
{te]jj^  fiu%  ottvv  th!t^  W(j^«^MKM$  cuf  the  tribe  conquered 
aiMl  dlHH^  v^vWritttitM^^  W  HmtjHhTfBika.     Our  friend 
VhMliqf  bo^pfvw^  (Millie  v^"  the  fowling-pieces  to  shoot  a 
|iMti^^Mii  vf  hMk  >v(^  iN^r^^hi^  dioc^e  to  us«     He  would  not 
1^  Ul^  W  K<jmI  ^  the  etui  of  the  gun  six  yards  from 
)j||^  4M^  VV«l^^!^^t\y  Miew  it  tv>  (4ece$.  He  seemed  proud, 
^(tjiSN^WHN  v4^  ^^  ^h'^xtx^tJtj^  itt  having  crept  so  close  with- 
m^l  vfeiHMi^\^  tK^^  bml.      Tbe  wood-pigeons  of  this 
V'^Hl*^  ^V  ^  ^Im^kl  a»  th^^  titH^partridges  of  North 
V^^H^iVH^  ^^W\t  ^v^hvJhIIj   iu  thtft«^  unfrequented   parts, 
MV  Hv^^  VH«^^  \^fe^lUl^HHl.      \\V  theivfore  indulged  in 
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some  good-natured  raillery  at  Charley's  expense.  These 
birds  are  very  large,  of  brilliant  plumage,  and  extremely 
well  flavoured.  We  had  laid  our  blankets  on  the 
shingly  beach,  which  makes  an  excellent  mattress ;  and 
were  rather  alarmed  in  the  night  by  the  tide,  which, 
on  rising,  extinguished  the  fire  at  our  feet. 

September  8th. — Soon  after  starting  this  morning, 
we  passed  the  mouths  of  two  deep  bays,  which  stretch 
far  to  the  east  and  south-east.  ^ITie  natives  told  us 
that  at  the  head  of  these  are  necks  of  land  over  which 
the  natives  haul  their  canoes  into  the  head  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Sound  and  the  Tf^airau  river  respectively. 
This  latter  empties  itself  into  Cloudy  Bay,  south  of 
Port  Underwood.  We  had  now  reached  the  fresh  wa- 
ter, and  were  steering  between  extensive  mud-flats, 
from  among  which  we  disturbed  countless  flocks  of  wild 
ducks  of  different  sorts.  These  are  principally  the 
black,  the  grey,  the  blue-winged,  and  the  paradise 
duck,  ov  pu  tangi  tangi,  as  it  is  called  by  the  natives. 
The  last  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  goose,  and  of  beautiful 
plumage.  The  drake  is  of  mottled  black  and  dark  blue 
and  green ;  the  female  has  a  white  head  and  neck, 
greenish-grey  body,  and  light-chocolate  wings.  As 
they  fly  in  pairs,  the  harsh  croak  of  the  drake  alter- 
nates with  a  plaintive  cry  uttered  by  the  duck.  Our 
travelling  larder  was  well  replenished  as  we  went 
along.  The  shooting  a  bird  while  flying  seemed  to  ex- 
cite unbounded  admiration  on  the  part  of  Charley. 

We  were  soon  ascending  against  the  current  of  a 
rapid  and  narrow  stream,  forming  numerous  islands 
covered  with  an  abundance  of  shrubs  and  scattered 
trees;  the  hills  close  in  upon  the  valley  in  places. 
The  pitaUy  or  tree-ferns,  growing  like  a  palm-tree,  form 
a  distinguishing  ornament  of  the  New  Zealand  forest. 
In  these  natural  shrubberies,  too,  and  especially  in  wet 
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bwt  baMi  ins^fMoatij  m  {k  tracceit  <3««r  shdOows  and 
mpiib^  tile  3atfxfe&  Inpinc  ^si^SLt  nite  dfe^  water  far 
thifr  purpoBe.     Just  buftiw  w^  icneiwd  oar  dertboatioii 
&r  tj»  ni^bt^  we  i^  idl  with  a  fflfftr  of  die  Rm^gi- 
tmim^  or  trtbatanr  iiaJbbn»w     Tkese  ome  to  cNir  assist- 
<iiio$  at  thie  Iiij^  :9«inaw  capai^  and  otwjred,  in  apparent 
fiwr  WAi  tiwidbliaiti^  <tirmr  4£bre«tHfi  of  Charier  and  the 
gdi«r  miemiwrts^  olf  t^  vid»e»a»  tribe.     They  had  as- 
c^«if4  hiidh^  firoosL  Amakm  Aqr*  in  order  to  collect 
tlli^^^  w^M^  k  iflifr>  iWite  9&  fait  of  their  tribute  to 
Bia^yirrafci '    w4  hiidi  fenwd  a  temporary  encamp- 
Wlttl  ^w  ^  $]bw^  ^fauad  coveted  with  high  flax  of 
^  iMinrft  kJML  VN«ri][  ^ffMsite  to  which  we  took  up  our 
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VMt  ^>l  11^4  itisturhii^  the  equanimity  of  his  compa- 
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Many  of  the  forest  trees  bear  berries,  which  furnish 
food  to  the  pigeons.  Their  favourite  morsel  is  the  fruit 
of  the  tatca,  a  tree  which  abounds  everywhere.  The 
fruit  is  not  unlike  a  damson  in  colour,  shape,  and  size ; 
but,  if  picked  fresh,  it  tastes  strongly  of  unadulterated 
turpentine.  After  these  berries  have  fallen  some  time, 
they  become  perfectly  insipid,  but  are  juicy  and  refresh- 
ing if  they  have  been  lying  under  the  shade. 

When  we  lay  down  for  the  night,  our  attendant 
natives  begged  us  to  examine  our  fire-arms  and  hat- 
chets, and  to  keep  them  close  to  our  hands,  ready  for 
use.  On  inquiry  into  the  reason  for  this  precaution^ 
they  told  us  that  Pakihure,  the  great  chief  of  the 
Rangitane,  had  managed  to  escape  into  the  hills  with 
some  few  of  his  followers  from  the  general  slaughter 
by  Rauperaha,  and  that  the  report  of  our  guns  might 
attract  him,  and  lead  to  an  attack  on  our  party,  for 
the  sake  of  vengeance  and  plunder.  As  Jacky  Guard 
himself  did  not  neglect  the  injunction,  we  also  com- 
plied ;  but  we  were  not  disturbed  from  a  sound  sleep 
until  early  daylight,  when  I  was  awoke  by  some  heavy 
drops  of  dew  falling  on  my  face  from  the  overhang- 
ing branches,  where  they  had  collected  during  the 
night.  The  birds,  too,  had  begun  their  cheerful 
hymn. 

My  uncle  and  I  took  our  usual  morning  plunge,  and 
experienced  the  sharp  cold  of  the  stream,  which  take9 
its  source  among  snowy  mountains.  The  natives  and 
Guard  stood  in  great  astonishment  on  the  bank,  and  had 
a  hearty  laugh  as  we  rushed  out,  shivering  and  nearly 
blue.  As  the  boat  could  proceed  no  further  on  account 
of  the  shallowness  of  the  river,  we  obtained  a  canoe  and 
experienced  guides  from  among  the  slave  tribe,  and 
pushed  slowly  up  the  stream,  wishing  to  ascertain 
whether  the  valley,  now  narrowed  to  little  more  thain 
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pa,  built  on  a  spot  apparently  safe  from  inundation. 
Old  painted  posts  and  carved  monuments  rose  mourn- 
fully from  among  the  tangled  grass  and  briars,  claiming 
respect  for  a  certain  venerable  appearance  of  antiquity. 
The  pretty  situation  under  the  hill-side,  the  rich  vege- 
tation of  the  spot  under  a  glowing  sun,  and  the  solitary 
and  decaying  relics,  told  the  vrhole  history  of  Raupe- 
mhas  devastating  raid,  which  was  not  belied  by  the 
dejected  air  with  which  our  guides  pointed  out  the 
resting-place  of  their  fathers. 

Moving  down  a  little  further  to-night,  we  made  a 
tent  of  the  boat's  sail  close  to  the  flax-collecting  en- 
campment. We  here  saw  this  magnificent  plant  in 
perfection.  Each  plant  consisted  of  some  forty  or  fifty 
leaves  resembling  those  of  our  flag,  from  two  to  four 
inches  in  breadth,  and  reaching  to  the  length  of  eight 
or  nine  feet.  ITie  leaves  diverge  from  the  root,  and 
two  or  three  flower-sterns  also  shoot  from  the  ground. 
These,  however,  had  only  begun  to  sprout.  The  leaves 
are  all  folded  in  two  longitudinally,  thus  giving  an 
inner  and  outer  side  to  the  leaf;  but  when  it  has 
attained  its  full  growth,  it  sometimes  opens  out, 
although  never  so  as  to  lie  perfectly  flat.  The  inner 
side  has  a  natural  gloss,  while  the  outer  side  is  dull. 
The  natives  seemed  to  prefer  the  innermost  leaves, 
cutting  them  at  about  a  foot  from  the  ground  with  a 
sharp  mussel-shell,  of  which  they  had  brought  a  large 
stock  from  the  sea-side.  \^^hen  a  quantity  of  leaves 
had  been  collected,  they  proceeded  to  a  division  of  em- 
ployments. Some  split  the  leaf  longitudinally  along 
the  Told  above  mentioned,  and  a  second  gang  cut  the 
dull  or  outer  side  of  each  half-leaf  nearly  through 
transversely  about  mid-way  along  its  length.  For  this 
operation,  which  is  rather  delicate  and  requires  expe- 
rience, a  small  cockle-shell  was  used.     The  art  appeared 
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to  be  to  cut  through  all  but  the  fibres,  which  border 
closely  on  the  glossy  portion.     The  half-leaves,   thus 
prepared,  were  handed  to  a  third  workman.     He,  taking 
a  bundle  of  them  in  his  left  hand  at  the  transverse  cut, 
and  spreading  them  out  like  a  fan,  with  the  glossy  side 
upwards,  took  a  mussel-shell  between  the  finger  and 
thumb  of  his  right  hand  to  perform  the  next  operation. 
This  consists  in  giving  each  half-leaf  a  longitudinal 
scrape  from  the  transverse  cut  in  the  middle  to  each 
end.     He  held  the  leaves  extended  by  seizing  the  ends 
of  each  in  succession  with  his  big  toe.     FlaxH9craping 
is  always  performed  in  a  sitting  posture,  and  one  foot 
works  quite  as  hard  as  either  of  the  hands.     The  dex- 
terity and  quickness  with  which  this  whole  operation 
was  performed  drew  from  us  repeated  exclamations  of 
delight,  of  which  the  performers  seemed  not  a  little 
proud.     The  result  of  the  scrape  is  to  make  about  five- 
sixths  of  the  leaf,  beginning  from  the  dull  side,  drop 
oS  on  to  the  ground  in  two  pieces.     The  fibres  which 
compose  the  glossy  surface  remain  in  the  hand  of  the 
operator,  of  the  full  length  of  the  leaf,  and  he   puts 
them  aside,  and  proceeds  with  another  bunch.     The 
splitters  and  transverse-cutters  worked  faster  than  the 
scrapers,  and  when  they  had  operated  on  all  that  was  ga- 
thered, they  also  took  up  their  mussel-shell  and  scraped 
in  their  turn.    The  short  pieces  which  I  have  described 
as  dropping  on  to  the  ground  were  treated  as  refuse, 
and  allowed  to  dry  or  rot ;  the  full-length  fibre  of  the 
glossy  side  alone  being  preserved  to  undergo  further 
processes  previous  to  manufacture  into  mats.     The  only 
use  that  I  have  ever  seen  made  of  the  short  refuse  is  for 
the  outer  portion  of  a  rough  mat,  much  resembling  the 
thatch  of  a  house.     These  leaves  being  woven  in  close 
rows,  hanging  downwards  one  over  the  other,  into  the 
interior  texture  of  the  mat,  are  perfectly  impenetrable 
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to  rain.      I   have  often    braved   with   impunity  the 
heaviest  rain,  sleeping  under  no  other  shelter. 

The  plant  is  called  phormium  tenax  by  naturalists. 
The  general  native  name  for  the  plant,  we  were  told, 
was  korari ;  but  each  sort,  and  there  are  ten  or  twelve, 
has  its  distinctive  name.  Any  portion  of  the  leaf, 
when  gathered,  becomes  here  kie  kie,  or  literally 
"tying  stuff."  The  operation  of  scraping  is  called 
Aaro  J  the  fibre  when  prepared  muka. 

These  natives  seemed  to  have  no  property  beyond 
the  mere  means  of  existence ;  and  their  abject  state  as 
slaves,  holding  their  lives  at  the  mere  caprice  of  the 
natives  by  some  of  whom  we  were  accompanied,  was 
striking. 

We  descended  the  river  in  company  with  the  four 
or  five  canoes,  in  which  they  stowed  themselves,  with 
their  women  and  children,  cats,  dogs,  and  pet  sucking- 
pigs,  who  all  took  their  places  among  the  baskets 
of  flax  and  potatoes,  and  seemed  as  much  at  home 
when  shooting  a  ticklish  rapid  as  on  shore.  One  boy 
of  twelve  years  old  made  himself  a  canoe  of  two  bun- 
dles of  soft  bulrushes,  called  raupo,  which  he  bound 
together  with  flax,  and  guided  with  great  dexterity  from 
his  perch  in  the  middle. 

We  halted  soon  after  meeting  the  salt  water,  tide 
and  wind  being  against  us,  and  bivouacked  on  another 
shingly  beach. 

There  is  generally  a  regular  land  and  sea  breeze 
here  ;  but  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  Strait  to-day  pene- 
trated up  the  Frith  of  the  Ohiere. 

Our  firiend  Jimmy  Jackson,  who  had  followed  on 
our  track,  joined  iis  this  evening.  He  had  lost  his  way 
for  two  days  by  taking  a  wrong  direction  in  the  laby- 
rinth which  I  have  above  mentioned ;  and  would  have 
passed  the  mouth  of  the  bay  in  which  we  were  encamped 
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without  seeing  usyliad  we  not  brought  him  to  byashot. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  whether  we  a^roved  of  the 
location ;  and  seemed  to  be  afiraid  lest  Wjnen  and  Guard 
^ould  have  ascertained  our  (pinion,  and  determined  to 
conceal  it  from  him.  He  varied  his  inquiries,  how- 
ever, with  deserqydons  of  his  own  excur^on ;  telling 
some  wonderful  tales  of  the  number  of  pige^ms  he  had 
shot^  and  of  one  of  them  flying  away  with  his  ramrod 
which  he  had  left  in  the  gun  in  his  hurry  to  fire  quick 
enough.  He  pushed  on  homewards  the  same  evening, 
having  a  Wliite  crew.  Our  native  crew  declined  to 
pull  a  heavy  boat  against  the  wind.  Guard  told  us  the 
maari  ^*  boys*'  were  good  for  a  spirt,  but  not  for  hard 
or  continued  fatiguing  labour. 

The  next  afternoon  we  encamped  early  on  Guard's 
Island,  the  wind  being  again  contrary.  Tending  on  a 
sheltered  beach  on  the  west  side,  we  found  Enai,  the 
elder  brother  of  Charley,  who  had  come  thus  far  to 
meet  us  in  order  to  hear  what  we  thought  of  the  OMere, 
He  is  a  tangala  tapu,  or  "  sacred  personage,"  and  is  con* 
sequently  not  adorned  with  iatu.  He  was  endowed  with 
the  power  of  cursing,  blessing,  and,  to  a  certain  d^ree, 
prophesying.  He  was  also  supposed  to  have  the  art  of 
overcoming  diseases  and  bad  weather,  or  obtaining  a  fair 
wind,  by  his  incantations.  He  was  not  a  little  arrogant 
of  his  rank  and  sanctity,  and  accosted  us  in  a  sort  of 
slang  off-hand  manner,  acquired  among  the  whalers 
of  Cloudy  Bay. 

An  old  chief  named  Pukiroa,  uncle  to  Charley  and 
Enai,  lived  at  this  settlement,  and  was  also  considered 
very  sacred.  The  spot  we  had  selected  turned  out  to 
be  tapUy  on  account  of  some  of  his  hair  being  buried  in 
a  small  painted  mausoleum  close  by ;  and  he  made  a 
great  fuss  about  our  dinner  having  been  cooked  there^ 
IJeing  under  the  protection  of  the  family,  however,  wq 
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wepft  not  made  to  pay  for  the  infringement ;  and  the 
only  result  was  the  careful  abstinence  of  the  whole 
party  from  eating  anything  cooked  at  our  fire,  from 
eating  or  drinking  out  of  our  utensils,  or  even  lighting, 
their  pipes  at  our  fire,  or  at  any  fire  that  could  be  traced 
to  it.  The  old  chief  was  very  ugly,  blear-eyed,  surly, 
and  half-witted ;  so  that  he  well  suited  his  character  of 
magician.  JEnaiy  or  "  Gun-eye,"  as  the  whalers  had 
christened  him,  was  privileged  by  his  own  tapu  to  in- 
dulgence fix)m  that  of  his  uncle ;  and  was  not  modest 
in  asking  for  wine  or  brandy.  To  balance  in  some 
measure  these  bad  qualities,  he  was  a  good  carpenter, 
and  worked  industriously  at  some  part  of  his  canoe  all 
day  long.  He  much  coveted  a  large  clasp-knife  of 
mine  which  contained  two  saws,  and  asked  for  it  with 
his  usual  impudence. 

A  gale  from  S.  E.  blew  all  to-day,  and  brought  up 
some  heavy  rain  to-night.  We  had  foolishly  neglected 
the  well-known  sealer's  habit  in  rough  weather  of 
turning  his  boat  over  for  a  shelter,  and  had  contented 
ourselves  with  getting  inside,  having  spread  the  sails 
over  the  top  as  an  awning.  The  sails  leaked,  so  that 
we  had  to  bale  our  beds  out  in  the  night. 

On  the  12th,  being  still  detained  by  the  gale,  we 
crossed  the  highest  ridge  of  the  island,  and  emerged 
fix)m  the  wood  into  extensive  clearings  on  the  N.  E. 
face,  among  which  some  serene  villages  were  prettily 
situated.  Some  of  the  Kawia  live  here,  and  appeared 
to  us  better  housed  and  clothed,  and  more  contented 
and  free  from  alarm  than  any  natives  we  had  yet 
seen.  They  possessed  an  abundance  of  flax,  pigs,  and 
potatoes. 

On  the  13th,  we  sailed  with  a  fair  wind ;  but  were 
met  near  Point  Jackson  by  a  second  edition  of  the  S.E. 
gale,  which  forced  us  to  take  refuge  in  Port  Gore  till 
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the  nioming  of  the  16th.  We  were  fortunate  in  find- 
mg  a  deserted  hut  free  from  fleas,  and  waited  very  con- 
tentedly for  a  change.  Enaij  who  had  accompanied 
UB  in  his  canoe,  supplied  our  mess  with  fish  and  birds ; 
and  we  chattered  bad  maori  with  the  natives,  and  of  old 
times  with  Jacky  Guard.  Port  Gore  forms  a  fine  har- 
bour of  refuge  for  vessels  caught  by  adverse  gales  in  the 
Strait.  Its  capabilities  in  this  respect  have  been  appre- 
ciated by  the  natives,  who  call  it  Omahanga,  or  "  Place 
"  of  Flight.''  On  the  morning  of  the  16  th,  we  left  this 
place  at  seven  o'clock,  and  arrived  alongside  the  Tory 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. 

We  found  that  we  had  missed  a  noble  sight  during 
our  expedition.  A  whale  had  been  chased  into  the 
harbour  by  some  of  the  boats,  and  killed  close  to  the 
ship. 

We  could  not  fail  to  perceive,  on  our  return,  that 
the  population  of  Te^awa-iti  were  watching  our  move- 
ments, apparently  intent  upon  purchasing  land  for 
themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  whatever  location 
Colonel  Wakefield  might  select  for  the  expected  colony. 
Information  also  arrived  that  a  missionary  schooner 
had  visited  Port  Nicholson,  with  a  message  to  the  na- 
tives not  to  sell  their  land,  and  that  Mr.  Williams  (the 
chairman  of  the  Church  Mission)  would  soon  arrive 
from  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

My  uncle,  therefore,  who  had  intended  to  proceed  to 
Cloudy  Bay,  where  Guard  and  Wynen  engaged  to  pre- 
pare the  natives  for  disposing  of  the  Ohiere  to  us,  deter- 
mined to  go  to  Port  Nicholson  as  soon  as  the  wind 
should  be  fair. 

We  had  proved  during  our  excursion  th^t  all  the 
statements  we  had  heard  as  to  the  salubrity  of  the  cli- 
mate were  true.  Ten  nights'  bivouacking  in  the  open 
air,  although  exposed  to  heavy  dew,  and  in  the  end  of 
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winter,  had  no  bad  eflFect  on  any  of  our  party ;  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  period  during  which  the  gale  of 
wind  lasted,  all  the  days  were  genial  and  exhilarating, 
and  some  much  warmer  than  English  summer  weather. 
On  the  18th,  a  calm  still  detained  us  at  Te-awa-itL 
The  youngest  and  favourite  wife  of  Tijoi,  the  principal 
chief  at  that  place,  fell  ill  to-day.  According  to  the 
universal  native  custom  on  such  occasions,  she  was  re- 
moved from  his  house  to  an  open  shed  near  it,  and 
became  tapu,  so  that  she  might  eat  no  food.  Tipi  and 
his  friends,  who  hourly  expected  her  death,  sat  wailing 
and  weeping  around  her,  now  and  then  discharging 
their  muskets.  Mr.  Robinson,  thie  surgeon  of  the  ship, 
restored  her  for  a  time  by  breaking  through  the  iapu, 
giving  her  a  little  wine,  and  moving  her  back  to  the 
warm  hut.  The  natives  were  urgent  for  a  dose  of 
Epsom  salts,  which  they  have  been  taught  by  the 
whalers  to  consider  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all  com- 
plaints. While  talking  with  some  of  the  white  inhabi- 
tants as  to  the  general  health  of  the  natives,  we  learned 
that  they  fret  so  much  when  once  aflFected,  that  they  very 
much  aggravate  the  disease.    Some  of  the  whalers  said, 

**  When  a  maori  tells  you  he's  a-going  to  die,  by 

"  he  will,  and  no  mistake  about  it.  They  takes  the  fit, 
*'  and  off  they  goes  in  the  sulks."  My  subsequent  expe- 
rience has  fully  confirmed  the  fact  so  roughly  men- 
tioned by  the  sailor.  When  once  attacked  by  a  very 
rapid  consumption,  which  they  alone  are  subject  to, 
they  say  the  Atua  or  "  Spirit "  has  seized  them,  and 
they  will  take  no  encouragement.  Much  of  this  may 
be  owing  to  their  knowledge  that  they  must  be  exposed 
to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather. 

19th. — Some  dispute  arose  as  to  the  proprietorship  of 
A  whale  which  the  native  boat  had  harpooned.  A 
rival   agent  had   instigated  the   natives  to  ask  more 
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...Axtr,    iiid  a  fon-'ible  seizure  was  con- 

♦r  .  ai-ry  Jiot  in  jiossession,  on  the  morD- 

;ii,  \iieii  we  left  the  Sound  with  fair  wind 

.  ..It;  *vei^lied  anchor  at  day-light. 

^  ^'.L  vui  Ixiard  Biirrett,  and  his  wife  and  chil- 

1  s.vL-nii  atteridiint  natives  of  both  sexes^  who 

•oi'i  of  colony  in   our  ample  'tween-decks. 

tu  jjiij^  l>eeu  too  fat  and  heavy  to  go  out  hini- 

\    V  iiaie-  boats,  and  left  the  affairs  of  the  station 

t^iusi  of  a  sort  of  clerk  during  his  absence.    We 

.  ^  .vtr  a  steadv  trader,  named  Smith,  who  knew 

» t  ^  w  ell,  and  was  to  be  left  in  charge  at  Port 

,.  .N,.\i,   >hould  we  succeed  in  purchasing  it.     He 

^v  .1   uare  of  two  or  three  vessels  about  the  South 

.^     u*  uiui  a  little  of  whaler,  sawyer,  carpenter,  and 

Iheiv  wert*  many  such  nondescript  characters 

-...cxi'iti :  but  it  was  rare  to  find  among  them  so 

.  uvitiu  a  man  as  ho  whom  we  had  selected. 

.'     \w  south  of  tho  entrance  of  Te-awa-iti,  the 

VI u  a  hills  which  Ivund  the  Tory  channel  to 

till   viowu  into  s\u\vssivo  |K>ints,  round  one  of 

_.    ^..  \\w  S.iitvut  v*t  IViut  rnderwood.     Further 

.v»  .x'uM  .luxtnixiitvh  tho  Km-  land  at  the  mouth  of 

.,     .    .  ■ .  IV  M\v  I .  ibo  ivmarkablo  olitV  called  the  White 

,  , :.   V.  !is  h    K^imx  tho  ottstoru  oxtrtMuity  of  Cloudy 

i,,   \'.xyl  i!u-  l.iiul  tivuvUtiiC  i^l^^"iC  ^i^^^vu  to  Cape  Camp- 

v'l,  ,\[  Wk^ksd  l»>  ^i  ni>ii;xHl  mass  of  hills  that  seem  to 

^  :  iiMn  k,  iNo\  l^^^l^^^l  iuto  tho  interior,  fnmi  the  table- 

^  '^v  uvs.i  tNo\As*^l.  till  thov  swoll  into  the  volcanic 

.^svu  s  *  ks\  i.u»xo  oi  \<i^i^>'^y     lAvking  north,  the 

^Uv^\.     ^!^.*«.'.*i*  tovmuuto   in  an  abrupt   bluff, 

\nS^  ^v»    u*  tw\»;ut.  OvilUxl  \\*ollin4:ton  Head  by 


Chap.IXL 


SHORES  OF  COOK'S  STRAIT. 


69 


the  Europeans.  This  is  the  nearest  land  to  the  North 
Island,  here  seventeen  miles  distant ;  and  it  was  not 
until  we  had  got  some  offing  that  we  saw  Cape  KoU' 
maru  and  the  Brothers.  The  latter  are  two  rocky 
islets,  standing  forty  feet  out  of  water  at  the  distance  of 
a  mile  from  the  main.  As  our  eyes  wandered  across 
the  Strait,  they  were  met  by  Kapiti,  Mana,  and  the 
adjacent  mainland,  the  high  lands  about  Cape  Tera- 
witi,  which  is  the  nearest  point  to  the  Middle  Island,  and 
the  coast  on  either  side  of  Port  Nicholson  Bay,  extend- 
ing about  thirty  miles  from  Terawiti  to  Cape  Pal- 
liser.  As  both  coasts  recede  from  the  narrowest  part 
of  the  Strait,  it  is  about  thirty  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  Te-awa-iti  to  that  of  Port  Nicholson.  As  we  drew 
under  the  high  land  east  of  Cape  Terawiti,  the  north- 
west breeze  blew  fresh  over  the  hills,  and  we  flew  along 
under  all  sail  past  the  long  reef  of  pointed  rocks  which 
lies  oflF  Sinclair  Head.  This  is  the  bluff  termination  of 
a  range  of  mountains  called  Rimarapa^  and  lies  about 
six  miles  from  Terawiti. . 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Kutmnee  of  Port  Nicholson —  Warepori  and  JSpuni — History  o^ 
tht)  tribe  —  Missionary  notions — ^Talk  about  land  —  Tangi^  or 
cryiuj;^— Nay ti— Excursion  round  harbour — Speeches  as  to  sale 
of  laiul — Native  cookery — ^Mocking-bird — Discussions — Sham- 
flghtlug — The  purchai»e — Opposition — ^Vague  notions  of  Natives 
a«  to  ownership  of  land — No  title  but  occupancy — Distribution 
ol*  )>ayinent — Signature  of  deed — Nicknames — ^The  Hma — Fish 
— CNative  hook— Preparations  for  rejoicing — Gathering — ^Dress 
— War^lance — ^oiUi,  or  recitative — ^Feast  —  Contentment  of 
Natives— Nomenclature — Our  satis&ction — Sanguine  proepeets 
—Intentions  towards  Natives — ^Hostility  of  Native  missionaries 
— Ueaaons. 

The  ei>ttst  now  forms  a  semicircular  bay,  at  the  north- 
m»t  end  of  which  is  the  mouth  of  Port  Nicholson.  A 
low  table-land  jutting  out  into  a  headland  which  we 
christened  Baring  Head,  and  the  bluff  end  of  a  ridge 
called  Turakirai,  which  divides  Port  Nicholson  from 
Palliser  Bay,  form  the  eastern  side  of  the  semicircle. 
The  western  side  slopes  down  from  Sinclair  Head  into 
luure  hills  of  moderate  height,  which,  with  a  hilly  fern- 
covered  peninsula,  form  Ae  western  head  of  the  har- 
l>our.  The  cove,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  low  sandy 
isthmus  joining  the  peninsula  to  the  main,  might  be 
mistaken  by  an  inexperienced  person  for  the  real 
entrance.  Piloted,  however,  by  Dicky  Barrett^  we 
soon  opened  out  the  true  channel,  which  lies  between 
a  two-headed  bluff  now  called  Pencarrow  Head,  a 
mUe  inside  of  Baring  Head,  and  the  peninsula.  A 
reef  of  low  black  rocks  is  situated  about  mid-channel ; 
luid  this  seemed,  as  we  approached  from  the  westward, 
to  close  the  passage.     We  found  it,  however,  a  mile  in 
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width  between  the  reef  and  Pencarrow  Head,  and  beat 
in  against  a  good  working  breeze.  Two  islands  inside 
the  harbour  formed  distinguishing  marks. 

Captain  Cook  once  anchored  in  the  entrance  of  this 
magnificent  harbour.  Being  anxious  to  rejoin  the  other 
ship  in  company  with  him,  he  was  unable  to  examine  it 
but  spoke  highly  of  its  promising  appearance  as  a 
port. 

It  was  christened  Port  Nicholson  by  the  captain  of  a 
Sydney  trading  vessel  some  years  ago,  after  his  patron 
and  friend  the  harbour-master  of  Port  Jackson,  in  New 
South  Wales. 

As  we  advanced  up  the  channel,  which  continues 
from  two  to  three  miles  in  width  for  four  miles  from  a 
little  inside  the  reef,  we  were  boarded  by  two  canoes, 
containing  the  two  principal  chiefs  of  the  tribe  living 
on  shore.  One  of  mature  years,  named  Epuni,  or 
"  Greedy,"  advanced  with  much  dignity  of  manner  to 
greet  Barrett  as  an  old  and  respected  friend,  and  was 
joined  in  this  by  his  nephew  Pf^areporiy  or  **  Dark 
*'  House,"  a  fine  commanding  man  of  about  thirty-five. 
They  were  both  nearly  related  to  Mrs.  Barrett,  and  had 
been  Dicky's  companions  in  the  dangerous  wars  of  7a- 
ranaki.  The  old  man,  Barrett  told  us,  was  as  famous 
for  his  wisdom  in  council  as  for  his  former  deeds  of 
war.  JVarepori  exercised  the  more  immediate  direction 
of  the  tribe,  having  acquired  a  more  modern  reputation 
by  recent  warlike  exploits,  by  his  attractive  eloquence, 
and  by  his  perfection  in  the  native  accomplishments  of 
canoe  and  house  making,  clearing,  and  marshalling  his 
followers  in  the  field. 

The  harbour  expanded  as  we  advanced,  two  deep 
bays  stretching  to  the  south-west  from  the  innermost 
end  of  the  entering  channel.  From  their  western  ex- 
tremity the  land  trends  round  to  a  valley  lying  at  the 
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northern  end  of  the  harbov,  aboot  eight  mfleB  from 
tha  riM^f,  while  the  hilly  shores  of  the  eastern  side  ccmi- 
tiiiue  iicurly  ntraight  to  the  mouth  of  the  valley ;  thus 
ieHviiig  the  upper  part  of  the  great  basin  four  or  five 
UiileM  hi  width.  In  this  upper  part  lie  the  two  island 
lH)hind  the  largent  and  most  northerly  of  which  we 
^UK*hortHl  at  the  distance  of  half-a-mik  from  the  san^ 
hcuch  ut  the  valley's  mouth.  JEpuni  eagerly  inquired 
the  motive  oi  our  visit,  and  expressed  the  most  marked 
N^ti^Hctiou  ou  hearing  that  we  wished  to  buy  the  place. 
Mid  briu^  white  people  to  it  It^arepari  also  expressed 
hk  \v  illin^nes^  to  ^U  the  land,  and  his  desire  of  sedng 
\^  hite  men  come  to  live  upon  it. 

W  heu  the  toUowt^rs  ol  Epum  and  ff^arepari  formed 

isiuc  v>i*  the  o\teuc4ve  migraticm  from  Taranaki  about 

rhv^  \iw   Is;^  they  tound  this  district  occupied  by  the 

\^^%4*«*«*^<it#^44>  who  had  bi^n  allied  with  Rauperaka 

u«%u^  h^vx  uivcisiou  athl  connjuie^t  of  the  Strait    Tired, 

V^v%v*\4,  \%  i.Jw  cvuc4;%iut  incur^ioQS  of  the  Ngatikahur 

*  •  •.^  -V   ♦iV  ^h\>  had  been  driven  l^  them  to  the 

X-    \\^>».  \%f  iiv^  V  x^^raunati^I^  the  j\]^l^^ 

V-  >^\>i,  .4  u*.^w  location.     They  partly  forced 

v**>    j\tN(  rJh''  i^ptaia  of  an  English  vesBel  to 

,.***s  ^\^^M  i\^  ^h\^  1  hatham  Islands,  which  they  con- 

^-v-\^<  ^Hvl  vs\H4Ut\l.      Before  they  departed,  E  Mare, 

v\xv»  (v^s^vl  ohH*t  formally  ceded  the  place  to  TVarepofi  in 

V  \v  Nt^uKV  tv*r  some  clubs  of  greenstone  or  meriponanm. 

Vhx^    Xj^^Uiawa    had    since   that   period   been   much 

Iuohm^^hI  by  jMirties  of  the  old  occupants,  and  also  by 

(ii\HMUmH  from  Rauperaka  s  *' boiling-water'  allies,  who 

luul  Honu^times  come  overland  down  the  northern  valley 

which  I  have  noticed. 

ITie  two  chiefs  passed  the  night  on  board.   They  told 

us  that  the  schooner  of  which  we  had  heard  had  left 

ine  native  missionary  teachers,  and  that,  in  compliance 
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with  Mr.  Williams's  instructions,  they  had  built  houses 
and  chapels  in  readiness  for  his  arrival.  They  then 
discussed  the  merits  of  the  missionary  labours.  They 
acknowledged  that  they  would  be  heartily  glad  to 
renounce  war  and  cannibalism,  but  deprecated  the 
incessant  praying  and  singing,  which  the  younger  chief 
especially  objected  to,  as  taking  the  people  from  their 
industrious  avocations,  and  substituting  a  monotonous 
repetition,  which  lasted  all  day  and  night,  for  activity 
in  cultivating  their  potato-grounds  or  hollowing  out 
canoes.  "  We  want,"  said  tihiey,  "  to  live  in  peace,  and 
'*  to  have  white  people  come  amongst  us.  We  are 
growing  old,  and  want  our  children  to  have  pro- 
tectors in  people  from  Europe.  We  do  not  want  the 
missionaries  from  the  Bay  of  Islands :  they  are  pakeha 
"  maoriy  or  'whites  who  have  become  natives,'  We 
"have  long  heard  of  ships  from  Europe.  Here  is 
"  one  at  length ;  and  we  will  sell  our  harbour  and 
"  land,  and  live  with  the  white  people  when  they  come 
"  to  us." 

Epuni  also  asked  us  to  explain  what  the  missionaries 
meant  by  saying,  "  that  all  the  white  men  not  mission- 
"  aries  were  devils'' 

September  21st. — In  the  morning  the  two  chiefs 
renewed  the  conversation  about  the  land;  and  told 
Colonel  Wakefield  to  go  and  look  at  the  land,  and  see 
how  he  liked  it.  They  did  not  wish  to  talk  any  more 
about  it  until  this  had  been  done ;  and  TVarepori  said 
he  should  go  and  finish  a  large  canoe  which  he  was 
working  at,  and  that  in  two  or  three  days  he  should 
have  done,  and  my  uncle  would  know  whether  the 
land  was  good.  A  chief  named  Amahau  was  appointed 
to  take  him  up  the  river  which  flows  through  the 
valley  of  which  I  have  spoken ;  and  they  started,  with 
Barrett  and  some  natives,  in  a  small  canoe. 
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Several  of  us  landed  at  a  large  village  opposite  our 
anchorage,  and  witnessed  the  ceremony  of  crying  over 
JE  Rangi,  whom  many  of  her  numerous  relations  had 
not  seen  for  five  years.  The  village  lay,  as  its  maori 
name  (Pitone,  or  "  End  of  the  Sand")  implied,  at  the 
western  end  of  the  sandy  beach,  which  is  about  two 
mUes  long.  The  main  river  falls  into  the  sea  at  the 
eastern  end,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  hills 
which  bound  the  valley  to  the  east,  and  is  called  the 
Heretaonga.  A  merry  brawling  stream,  called  the 
KarokorOy  or  "  throat,"  flows  between  the  village  and 
the  western  hills.  The  valley  seems  to  preserve  an 
average  width  of  two  miles  to  a  considerable  distance, 
bounded  on  either  side  by  wooded  hills  from  3G0  to 
400  feet  in  height.  It  was  covered  with  high  forest 
to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  beach,  when 
swamps  full  of  flax,  and  a  belt  of  sand-hummoeksj 
intervened. 

The  tangly  or  crying,  continued  for  a  long  period. 
The  resident  natives  raised  the  most  discordant  whining 
lamentations,  streaming  at  the  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth, 
and  lacerating  every  part  of  their  bodies  with  sharp 
cockle-shells  until  the  blood  flowed.  This  was  done, 
however,  with  considerable  regularity  and  attention,  so 
as  to  leave  scars  rather  ornamental  than  otherwise  after 
the  afiair  was  over.  Those  who  wish  to  commemorate 
one  of  these  scenes  of  mourning  or  rejoicing  (for  the 
ceremonies  and  native  word  are  precisely  the  same  in 
both  cases),  apply  a  black  dye  to^the  scar,  and  thus  retain 
a  sort  of  dight  tatu. 

The  native  visitors  from  Te^wa-^tiy  who  had  acquired 
to  a  considerable  degree  civilized  ways  of  greeting  one 
another,  seemed  anything  but  comfortable  while  the 
ceremony  lasted.  They  had  forgotten  the  art  of  pro- 
ducing tears  at  will,  and  had  a  decided  objection  tp 
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spoiling  their  fine  clothes^  donned  for  the  occasion,  by 
any  blood-letting.  They  therefore  hung  down  their 
heads  and  looked  wretched,  patiently  waiting  for  the 
moment  when  native  etiquette  would  allow  them  to 
laugh  and  be  cheerful,  and  exchange  the  important 
news  from  either  side  of  the  Strait. 
.  We  started  with  a  native  guide  to  look  for  pigeons, 
strongly  impressed  with  the  wish  of  escaping  to  a  re^ 
spectful  distance  from  the  melodious  greeting. 

Along  the  foot  of  the  western  hQls  we  passed  through 
numerous  flourishing  potato-gardens,  and  were  greeted 
and  stared  at  by  those  at  work  in  them,  who  eagerly 
collected  all  the  news  from  our  guides.  We  found 
abundance  of  pigeons,  and  returned  laden  to  the  pa. 
The  tangi  had  terminated ;  the  umUy  or  "  cooking- 
"  holes,"  were  smoking  away  for  the  feast ;  and  eager 
groups  of  inquisitive  faces  were  gathered  round  the 
proud  narrators  of  our  doings  in  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound.  Our  friend  Jim  Crow  found  many  old  friends 
and  relations  at  Pitoney  and  his  audience  was  by  no 
means  the  least  numerous  or  attentive.  Nothing  can 
remind  one  more  forcibly  of  the  monkey  who  had  seen 
the  world,  than  a  mtwri  thus  relating  news.  He  is  an 
incorrigible  exaggerator,  and  swells  each  minute  cir- 
cumstance into  an  affair  of  state,  taking  delight  in 
drawing  repeated  exclamations  of  amazement  from  the 
surrounding  badauds,  who  admire  and  envy  the  red 
uightrcap  or  trowsers  with  which  he  may  be  adorned, 
with  quite  as  much  zeal  as  they  drink  in  his  metaphors 
and  amplifications. 

Naytiy  who  belonged  to  a  different  tribe,  the  Kawiay 
had  not  yet  had  much  opportunity  of  indulging  in 
this  universal  propensity  ;  he  seemed  shy  and  reserved 
among,  these  people,  and  they  appeared  to  regard  him 
.with  m6re  suspicion  than  respect. 
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Enai,  the  Kawia  chief,  had  taken  great  pams  to 
depreciate  him  in  our  estimation  when  we  were  at  Port 
Gore,  by  saying  that  he  was  no  chief,  and  that  his 
name  was  not  Nayti,  but  E^iki  'Nano,  a  term,  when 
translated,  expressive  of  some  contempt.      We  attri- 
buted a  good  deal  of  this  to  Encd^s  envy  of  Nayti 
for  possessing  so  many  fine  things.     Nayti,  however, 
•who  had  confirmed  us  in  our  supposition  that  the  name 
Eriki,  applied  to  him  constantly  by  the  Ship  Cove  and 
Te^awa-iti  people,  signified  *'  chief,"  now  allowed  it  to 
be  only  a  corruption  of  Dicky,  by  which  name  he  had 
served,  when  a  boy,  in  whale-boats  at  Cloudy  Bay. 
We  also  discovered  that  he  was  not  so  well  related  as 
he  had  stated  in  England,  but  that  the  great  attention 
paid  to  him  by  people  of  the  highest  classes  there  had 
very  naturally  induced  him  to  give  a  tacit  consent  to 
the  term  "chief"  or  "prince,"  by  which  they  often 
designated  him :   we  therefore  attached  no  blame  to 
him  for  this  assumption.     The  confused  idea .  which 
the  natives  have  of  relationship,  too,  had  assisted  in 
causing  him  to  make  this  mistake.      A  native  will 
often  state  another  man  to  be  his  tuahana^  or  **  elder 
"  brother,"  .meaning  only  that  he  is  of  an  elder  branch  of 
the  same  family.     In  like  manner,  matuay  or  "  parent,** 
implies  no  direct  parentage,  but  often  indicates  only  a 
slight  relationship  of  a  person  of  the  older  generation 
in  the  same  family.     Nayti  had  told  us  of  his  nume- 
rous brothers  and  sisters,  having  in  fact  neither  one  nor 
the  other,  but  meaning  cousins  in  various  degrees. 

We  found  one  solitary  white  man,  named  Joe  Ro- 
binson, living  in  a  village  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
having  taken  a  native  wife  from  the  tribe.  We  saw  a 
proof  of  his  industry  and  ingenuity  in  the  shape  of  a 
boat,  the  planks  for  which  he  had  cut  with  a  hand- 
saw; and  he  had  made  all  the  nails  himself  out.  of  iron 
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hoop.     This  boat  earned  many  a  pound  in  later  times, 
by  trading  round  the  coast. 

Colonel  Wakefield  returned  onboard  in  theeVening, 
having  ascended  the  main  branch  of  the  river  until 
some  snags  prevented  the  further  progress  of  the  canoe. 
He  described  the  banks  as  of  the  richest  soil,  and 
covered  with  majestic  timber,  except  where  fertile  but 
scanty  gardens  had  been  cleared  and  cultivated  by  the 
natives.  He  found  some  fifty  people  at  work  there, 
who  had  concealed  themselves  in. the  bush  the  day  be- 
fore: on  hearing  our  guns  when  we  saluted  the  New 
2«ealand  flag  as  we  anchored.  They  greeted  him  on 
his  ascent,  and  presented  him  with  potatoes  cooked  in 
readiness  on  his  return.  At  one  spot  they  inquired  of 
the  guide  whether  the  White  men  in  the  ship  were  mis- 
sionaries. Upon  his  answering  that  they  were  all  devilsy 
"  shouts  of  laughter,"  Colonel  Wakefield  afterwards 
wrote,"  betrayed  their  acquaintance  with  his  allusion, 
"  and  their  opinion  of  the  uncharitable  tenet  which  had 
'*  given  rise  to  it." 

September  22nd,  Sunday. — The  breeze  of  yesterday 
had  increased  into  a  gale,  and  blew  with  great  violence 
from  north-west.  The  ship,  however,  was  not  aflected 
by  it.  Several  canoes  came  off  with  natives,  to  be  pre- 
sent at  our  Church  service.  One  of  them,  a  low  skim- 
ming-dish thing  without  topside  planks,  filled  and 
turned  over,  ducking  six.  or  seven  natives,  including  a 
woman,  who  were  passengers.  They  seemed  to  be  per- 
fectly used  to  such  accidents,  and  some  hung  on  to  the 
bottom  :of  the  canoe  while  the  others  swam  with  one 
hand  and  gathered  the  paddles  which  had  gone  adrift. 
One  of  our  boats  soon  rescued  them,  and  they  were 
furnished  with  dry  blankets  and  sent  to  warm  them- 
selves at  the  galley. 

In  the  evening  a  messenger  arrived  from  abreast  of 
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Kapiti,  with  the  news  that  a  fight  might  be  expected ; 
the  "Boiling-water"  tribe  having  mustered  in  great 
strength  near  to  that  place,  and  being  set  on  by  liath 
peraha  to  attack  the  Ngattawa  along  the  intervening 
coast.  As  there  seemed  some  probability  that  this  in- 
vasion might  reach  Port  Nicholson,  the  natives  one  and 
all  went  ashore  in  defiance  of  the  gale  to  gather  the 
particulars  and  consult  on  measures  of  defence. 

23rd. — I  accompanied  Colonel  Wakefield  and  Bar- 
rett in  an  excursion  to  the  different  settlements  round 
the  harbour.  At  one  about  half-way  along  the  west 
shore,  called  Nga  HaurangUy  we  found  ff^arepari  at 
work  with  an  adze  on  a  large  canoe.  The  bottom  of 
this  vessel  consisted  of  a  single  tree  hollowed  out,  and 
was  sixty  feet  long.  The  long  planks  to  be  added  on 
to  the  sides  were  placed  between  pegs  stuck  into  the 
ground  so  as  to  give  them  the  requisite  curvature.  We 
had  not  been  there  long  before  two  lai^  canoes  from 
the  southern  end  of  the  harbour  put  in  at  his  call. 
They  were  on  their  way  to  Pitone,  whither  two  chie6 
were  going  in  order  to  discuss  the  sale  of  the  land. 
When  they  had  landed,  there  were  about  sixty  men 
assembled,  and  they  proceeded  to  hold  a  korero  or 
**  talk,"  on  the  all-important  subject,  while  the  women 
prepared  a  feast  in  the  native  ovens,  and  the  children 
gathered  round  us  to  examine  our  clothes  and  other 
equipments,  and  to  stare  at  our  white  faces. 

Tf^arepori  put  aside  his  adze,  and  introduced  the 
matter  shortly,  saying  that  this  white  man  (Colonel 
Wakefield)  had  come  to  buy  all  their  land  and  give 
them  white  people  to  befriend  them. 

A  chief  named  Puakawa,  or  "  Bitter  Milk-thistk,** 
now  rose,  and  opposed  the  intended  sale  with  great 
energy.  He  objected  to  it  on  the  score  of  the  bad 
treatment  which  he  urged  might  be  expected  from  the 
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White  settlers,  and  represented  the  folly  of  parting  with 
the  new  home  of  which  they  had  acquired  so.  good  and 
secure  possession  after  the  long  sufferings  and  dangers 
of  their  migration.  He  spoke  for  an  hour,  most  yigo^ 
rpusly,  and  with  admirable  emphasis  and  gesticulation^ 
Although  I  did  not  then  know  enough  of  the  language  to 
understand  all  his  words,  and  only  gathered  the  substance 
from  Barrett  at  each  pause,  his  expression  and  action 
sufficiently  explained  the  spirit  and  sense  of  his  oration. 
An  old  sage  named  Matangi  now  rose  and  favoured 
the  sale.  He  was  once  the  most  influential  chief  of 
the  tribe,  and  was  a  near  relation  of  Warepon%  father. 
His  extreme  old  age  and  consequent  physical  debility 
had  impaired  his  influence,  but  his  experience  and  vene- 
rable dignity  still  gave  great  weight  to  his  words.  His 
silver-white  hair  and  long  beard,  and  benignant  coun- 
tenance, gave  him  the  air  of  a  Priam  or  a  Nestor,  and 
he  almost  wept  for  joy  when  he  dwelt  on  the  prospect 
of  white  people  coming  to  protect  his  grandchildren 
against  their  enemies. 

Warepori  followed  in  the  same  strain ;  talking,  how- 
ever, about  himself  a  great  deal.  He  said  that  he  was 
known  in  Europe,  and  that  the  ship  had  been  sent  to 
him.  This  is  the  usual  habit  of  a  powerful  chief,  who 
always  seizes  upon  any  opportunity  of  maintaining  his 
personal  consequence  among  his  people.  No  native 
ever  "  bounces,"  as  it  is  called  by  the  whalers,  at  one  of 
these  public  korero,  unless  he  is  confident  that  no  other 
member  of  the  tribe  dare  contradict  or  ridicule  his  as- 
sumption. The  perfect  silence  maintained  during  ff^a- 
reports  somewhat  bombastic  speech,  proved  to  how 
great  an  extent  he  might  rely  upon  his  authority.  He 
was  left,  however,  with  no  audience  but  the  leader  of 
the  opposition,  Puakawa^  as  soon  as  the  cooks  dis- 
played their  bill  of  fare.    We  also  partook  of  the  meal; 
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having  assigned  to  us  two  or  three  newly  made  baskets- 
fiil  of  birds  and  potatoes  cooked  deliciously.  The  nut- 
art  "  umuy*  or  cooking-hole,  is  a  very  complete  steaming 
apparatus,  and  is  used  as  follows.  In  a  hole  scraped  in 
the  ground,  about  three  feet  in  diameter  and  one  foot 
deep,  a  wood  fire  is  first  lighted.  Round  stones^  about 
the  size  of  a  man's  fist,  are  heaped  upon  the  faggots, 
and  fall  among  the  ashes  as  the  fire  consumes  the  wood. 
When  they  are  thus  nearly  red-hot,  the  cook  picks  out 
any  pieces  of  charcoal  that  may  appear  above  the  stones, 
turns  all  the  stones  round  with  two  sticks,  and  arranges 
them  so  as  to  afford  a  pretty  uniform  heat  and  surface. 
She  then  sprinkles  water  on  the  stones  from  a. dried 
gourd  of  which  the  inside  has  been  hollowed^  and  a 
copious  steam  rises.  Clean  grass,  milk-thistle,  or  wild 
turnip  leaves,  dipped  in  water,  are  laid  on  the.  stones ; 
the  potatoes,  which  have  been  carefully  scraped  of  their 
peel  with  cockle-shells,  and  washed,  are  placed  on  the 
herbs,  together  with  any  birds,  meat,  or  fish  that  may 
be  included  in  the  mess ;  fresh  herbs  are  laid  over  the 
food,  flax  baskets  follow,  completely  covering  the  heap, 
and  the  mass  is  then  buried  with  the  earth  from  the 
hole.  No  visible  steam  escapes  from  the  apparatus, 
which  looks  like  a  large  mole-hill ;  and  when  the  old 
hags,  who  know  how  to  time  the  cookery  with  great 
accuracy  from  constant  practice,  open  the  catacomb, 
everything  is  sure  to  be  found  thoroughly  and  equally 
cooked. 

The  little  birds  were  chiefly  the  tut  or  mocking-bird. 
This  bird  has  been  oflen  described.  It.  resembles  a 
blackbird  in  size  and  plumage,  with  two  graoefol 
bunches  of  white  feathers  under  the  neck.  It  abounds  in 
the  woods,  and  is  remarkably  noisy  and  active.  Its  most 
common  note  is  a  mixture  of  two  or  three  graduated  nofees 
on  a  flute,  a  sneeze,  and  a  sharp  whistle ;  but  it  imitates 
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almost  every  feathered  inhabitant  of  the  forest,  and, 
when  domesticated,  every  noise  it  hears.  It  is  of  a  par- 
ticularly sweet  flavour,  and  very  tender. 

We  were  struck,  during  the  discussion  above-men- 
tioned, with  the  natural  dignity  and  becoming  regula- 
rity with  which  the  deliberations  were  carried  on* 
With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  exclamation  of 
"  Jeorero  !  korero  /  "  "  speak  !  speak ! "  which  was 
used  like  our  "  hear !  hear ! "  in  either  an  encou- 
raging or  an  ironical  sense,  or  an  earnest  but  low 
expression  of  approval  or  dissent,  no  interruption 
of  the  orators  ever  took  place ;  nor  was  there  any 
contention  as  to  the  order  in  which  the  difierent  chiefs 
should  speak.  Even  while  TVarepon  was  employing 
each  of  his  feet  to  rub  ofl^  the  other  a  cloud  of  small, 
troublesome  sand-flies  which  annoyed  him  while  he  was 
speaking,  not  a  smile  was  to  be  observed  even  among 
the  children.  No  consulting  among  themselves  took 
place ;  each  speaker  seemed  to  have  come  with  his 
words  prepared,  or  to  rely  on  his  own  capacity  for  exr 
pressing  the  ideas  of  the  moment  or  meeting  unexpected 
arguments.  Puakawa^  although  far  from  convinced, 
seemed  to  acquiesce  partly  in  the  general  decision  adopted 
in  favour  of  the  sale,  and  moved  off  with  the  rest  of  the 
travelling  orators  to  Pitone^  where  a  similar  discussion 
was  to  take  place.  We  took  the  remains  of  our  meal 
with  us  into  the  boat,  and  visited  one  or  two  settlements 
at  the  southern  end  of  the  harbour  before  we  returned 
on  board.  It  is  absolutely  requisite,  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  forms  of  Maori  etiquette,  for  the  guest  to  take 
away  his  dish  and  all  that  he  has  not  eaten.  It  would 
give  lasting  offence  to  leave  on  the  spot  any  part  of  what 
is  set  before  him,  A  compliance  with  this  custom  would 
cause  some  astonishment  at  a  large  London  banquet. 

24th. — The    discussion    was    renewed    at    Pitone 
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to-day ;  many  chiefs  being  present  from  the  other  set^ 
tiements.  It  ended,  as  yesterday,  in  the  thorough  ap- 
proval of  the  measure  by  a  very  large  majority ;  Puor 
kawa  and  a  few  adherents  still  looking  with  a  doubting 
eye  upon  the  transaction.  When  the  speeches  were 
concluded,  and  the  whole  nature  of  the  proposed  trans- 
action, including  the  provision  for  the  Native  Reserves, 
had  been  explained  to  them.  Col.  Wakefield  asked  the 
chiefs,  through  Barrett,  whether  they  had  made  up  their 
minds?  They  asked  in  return,  "Have  you  seen  the 
"  place  ?  how  do  you  like  it  ?"  He  answered  that  he 
had  seen  it  sufficiently,  and  that  it  was  good :  upon 
which  they  replied,  that  it  would  be  for  him  now  to 
speak,  as  they  had  decided  upon  selling  their  lands  on 
their  own  judgment,  aided  by  the  advice  of  their  people 
in  the  neighbourhood.  They  referred  to  Puakawa  and 
his  people,  who  were  the  only  dissenters,  and  said  that 
they  had  but  little  right  to  speak  about  the  land,  and 
had  shown  no  solid  argument  against  its  sale.  Their 
chief  one  had  been  that  the  white  people  would  drive 
the  natives  away,  as  they  had  done  at  Port  Jackson; 
and  this  the  others  over-ruled  by  adducing  the  Native 
Reserves,  and  saying  that  they  would  live  with  the 
Englishmen  as  with  each  other. 

After  the  serious  discussion  had  closed,  some  of  the 
warlike  chiefs  amused  us  and  themselves  by  sham-fitt- 
ing, and  their  exercise  with  the  spear  and  tomahawk. 
One,  named  Kaihaia,  diverted  us  much  by  his  active 
menacing  gestures  and  hideous  grimaces  of  defiance, 
leaping  about  like  a  monkey,  and  bringing  a  long 
pointed  wooden  spear  within  an  inch  of  our  bodies ; 
then  retreating  with  a  roar  of  laughter  every  time  he 
saw  us  shrink  from  the  thrust.  He  is  nicknamed  3V 
ringa  kuri,  or  "  Dog  s-ear,"  and  professed  great  hatred 
for  Rauperaha,  whose  name  he  frequently  shouted  out 
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as  he  brandished  his  hatchet  against  thin  air.  I  repaid 
him  his  surprise  the  first  day  that  he  came  on  board. 
I  had  got  an  accordion  under  a  large  cloak,  and  kept 
time  to  its  notes  with  my  mouth,  so  as  to  deceive  him 
and  twenty  other  natives  into  the  idea  that  I  was  utter- 
ing the  various  sounds.  They  showed  a  profound  re- 
spect for  my  oratorical  talents,  until  I  let  them  find  out 
the  trick,  a  day  or  two  after.  The  accordion  in  ques- 
tion was  called  my  mouth  for  a  long  time  afterwards. 

25th.  —  This  morning,  the  goods  which  Colonel 
Wakefield  intended  to  give  the  natives  for  their  land 
were  got  upon  deck,  in  the  presence  of  about  a  hun- 
dred of  the  natives.  Except  incessant  chattering,  they 
offered  no  obstruction  or  inconvenience  to  -  this  process  ; 
but  as  they  filled  up  a  good  deal  of  room  on  deck, 
which  was  wanted  in  order  to  assort  the  various  things, 
my  uncle  requested  Tf^arepori  to  explain  this  and  get 
them  to  go  ashore  until  all  was  ready.  He  instantly 
addressed  them  from  the  hurricane?-house,  and  set  the 
example  of  gomg  on  shore  himself,  which  was  readily 
and  expeditiously  followed  by  all. 

On  the  26th,  when  all  the  articles  had  been  selected 
and  arranged,  a  message  was  sent  on  shore  for  all  the 
chiefs,  who  came  accompanied  by  their  sons.  They 
examined  the  stock  of  goods  strictly  and  carefully,  and 
approved  of  the  quality  and  quantity.  They  seemed, 
however,  embarrassed  as  to  the  distribution  among  the 
six  minor  tribes  of  which  the  population  was  com- 
posed. It  was  therefore  proposed  to  them  to  divide  the 
lots  on  our  deck.  Colonel  Wakefield  also  sent  for  the 
principiBil  native  missionary  teacher,  a  young  man  who 
had  been  christened  Richard  Davis,  after  his  master 
and  patron  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  who  had  arrived 
in  the  missionary  schooner  mentioned  formerly.  It  was 
hoped  that  his  presence  as  a  witness  to  the  transaction 
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might  give  it  weight  and  force ;  but  on  his  arrival,  we 
found  him  so  importunate  for  presents  to  himself,  and 
so  totally  devoid  of  influence  or  authority  among  the 
chiefs,  that  we  did  not  regret  his  returning  to  tend  a 
sick  child  at  home. 

A  very  ample  and  liberal  compensation,  according  to 
the  number  of  native  inhabitants  and  the  standard  of 
value  assigned  to  land  in  all  former  purchases,  had 
been  appointed  by  Colonel  Wakefield.  As  he  was  re- 
solved, however,  to  distinguish  this  purchase  by  a  f5pee- 
dom  from  that  haggling  and  over-reaching  spirit  which 
we  had  ascertained  to  have  characterized  all  former 
dealings  with  the  New  Zealanders,  he  informed  them 
through  Barrett,  that  he  should  show  them  at  once 
what  he  intended  to  give,  and  that  he  would  suffer  no 
bargaining  for  more  or  less. 

It  was  plainly,  however,  contrary  to  the  custom  of 
the  Maori  to  dispose  of  so  important  an  affair  with- 
out plenty  of  talking  ;  so  they  debated  in  due  form  as 
to  the  course  to  be  adopted  in  distributing  the  goods; 
and  TVareporty  as  he  had  been  repeatedly  urged  by  us, 
used  his  best  endeavours  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
one  of  those  fierce  and  sometimes  fatal  scrambles  which 
Barrett  and  the  other  white  men  told  us  were  the  uni- 
versal consequence  of  a  large  present  of  goods  to  any 
of  these  tribes.  He  entreated  the  different  chiefs  to 
exert  their  influence  towards  preventing  such  an  event 
when  our  boats  should  land  the  goods  at  the  different 
settlements.  Some  of  them  seemed  half  inclined  to 
protest  against  this  reform  of  theif  customary  habits, 
and  appeared  to  look  forward  with  some  interest  to  the 
excitement  of  a  scramble,  in  which  they  knew  that  per- 
sonal prowess  obtained  the  better  share.  Puakawa 
took  advantage  of  this  slight  difterence  of  opinion  to 
address  another  violent,  harangue  to  the  a8se^lblage| 
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dissuasive  of  tibe  whole  measure.  He  seemed  most 
earnest  and  wilful  in  his  opposition,  and  used  the  ener- 
getic action  suited  to  his  words.  His  attentive  audi- 
ence cried  "  Jcorero  !  korero  !  "  as  on  shore ;  and  seemed 
to  humour  his  love  of  contradiction  while  they  differed 
from  him  in  opinion. 

After  enumerating  the  articles  of  which  the  payment 
consisted,  he  described  with  great  vivacity  the  rush 
which  would  be  sure  to  take  place  for  them  on  shore, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  there  would  not  be 
enough  of  everything  to  go  round  among  all,  and  that 
many  would  remain  dissatisfied.  He  said  that  every- 
one had  cleared  a  bit  of  land,  and  that  many  would 
find  themselves  deprived  of  that,  and  without  anything 
in  exchange.  "  What  will  you  say,"  urged  he,  "  when 
"  you  find  that  you  have  parted  with  all  your  land  from 
^*  the  Rimarapa  to  the  Turakiraiy  and  from  the  Tara^ 
"  Tua  to  the  sea  ? " 

These  were  the  boundaries  which  had  been  pointed 
out  by  TVareport  from  the  deck  in  the  hearing  of 
the  assembled  chieftains.  He  had  followed  with  his 
finger  the  summit  of  the  mountain  ranges  mentioned, 
and  told  me  their  names,  in  order  to  their  insertion 
in  the  deed,  which  I  had  been  employed  in  pre- 
paring in  the  course  of  the  day.  Tararua  is  the  name 
of  a  high  snowy  range,  at  the  head  of  the  great  valley, 
from  which  the  two  other  ranges  branch  off  to  the  sea. 

It  was  extremely  difficult — nay  almost  impossible — - 
to  buy  a  large  and  distinct  tract  of  land,  with  fixed 
boundaries,  from  any  native  or  body  of  natives  of  this 
part  of  New  Zealand,  perfectly  unused  as  they  were  to 
any  dealing  in  land  according  to  our  notions.  These 
|)eople  had  no  distinct  boundaries  marked  when  they 
received  the  cession  from  the  Ngatimutungay  and  would 
have  been  puzzled  to  walk  round  or  point  out  accu- 
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rately  any  particular  limit  between   the  waste   land 
under  their  jurisdiction  and  that  at  the  disposal  of  an- 
other tribe.     The  Kawia  tribe,  indeed,  laid  a  daim  to 
this  whole  neighbourhood,  also  without  exact  bounda- 
ries.    The   Ngatiawa  chiefs  knew  that  they  had  a 
right  to  occupy  any  portion  of  the  land  near  Port 
Nicholson,  because  E  Mare  had  told  them  to  do  so, 
and  because  they  maintained  by  their  own  gallantry 
and  strength  their  right  to  clear  new  patches  where 
they  pleased  and  to  live  unejected  by  their  enemies. 
But  they  knew  not  of  any  further  right  to  a  district 
covered  with  primaeval  forest,  far  too  vast  for  the  use 
of  any  descendants  of  their  tribe  whom  they  could  look 
forward  to,  and  likely,  as  far  as  they  thought,;  to  re- 
main both  unvisited  and  useless  for  ages  to  come.     No 
hunting  ever  led  to  disputes  concerning  limits  in  the 
forest,  there  being  no  beasts  to  hunt ;  and  the  only  dis- 
putes respecting  land  which  had  yet  occurred  between 
the  natives  themselves  arose  from  the  invasion  of  lands 
already  cleared  or  likely  to  be  wanted  soon,  or  the 
taking  of  trees  from  a  forest  already  marked  out  by 
another  savage  for  a  supply  of  canoes  or  house-timben 
The  first  clearer  became  the  acknowledged  owner  of 
a  tract  of  hitherto  intact  land :  the  first  axeman  in  a 
primaeval  forest  laid  claim  to  the  surrounding  trees. 
But  a  claim  to  waste  land  beyond  this  natural  one  of 
seizure  and  occupancy  was  unknown  among  them  at 
this  time.     It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  ff^arepori 
considered  himself   to   be    making  over  to    Colonel 
Wakefield  this  vague  right  deduced  from  proximity, 
together  with  that  over  the  more  actual  possessions  of 
the  tribe  near  the  sea,  when  he  pointed  with  his  finger 
along  a  line  of  hills  forming  the  horizon  of  sight  all 
round,  on  which  he  had  probably  never  been,  and  con- 
cerning which  he  could  have  no  certain  knowledge 
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whether  they  were  inhabited  or  not  by  other  owners. 
And  he  had  acquired  the  idea  of  ownership  to  this 
wild  and  desert  district  by  the  wish  which  we  had  ex- 
pressed, of  paying  a  larger  sum  than  he  had  yet  seen 
for  a  larger  tract  of  land  than  any  for  which  he  had 
yet  heard  treated,  in  order  to  receive  a  population 
beyond  his  imagination  of  numbers,  and  to  be  made 
available  with  a  rapidity  beyond  what  he  could  con- 
ceive. It  was  probably  the  first  time  that  he  had 
thought  of  the  boundaries  to  the  waste  land  over  which 
he  claimed  dominion ;  and  the  haughty  way  in  which 
he  pointed  out,  on  being  asked  the  question  for  the 
first  time,  that  he  was  "  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed," 
had  some  affinity  to  his  former  assumption  that  the 
first  ship  he  had  ever  seen  from  Europe  was  come  out 
expressly  to  him.  They  were  both  rapid  adoptions 
of  new  ideas,  which  our  suggestions  aijd  offers  of  a 
new  state  of  things  induced  him  to  seize  and  confirm. 

Colonel  Wakefield  was  accordingly  obliged  to  buy 
of  the  natives,  not  certain  lands  within  certain  boun- 
daries, but  the  rights,  claims,  and  interests  of  the  con- 
tracting chieftains,  whatsoever  they  might  be,  to  any 
land  whatever  within  certain  boundaries.  Such  were 
the  terms  of  all  the  deeds  afterwards  executed,  and 
such  were  the  terms  of  the  Company's  purchases  as 
explained  fully  to  the  chiefs  themselves. 

"  AVhat  will  you  say,"  continued  Puakaway  "  when 
many,  many  White  men  come  here,  and  drive  you  all 
away  into  the  mountains  ?     How  will  you  feel  when 
you  go  to  the  White  man's  house  or  ship  to  beg  for 
shelter  and  hospitality,  and  he  tells  you,  with  his  eyes 
turned  up  to  heaven,  and  the  name  of  his  God  in 
*'  his  mouth,  to  be  gone,  for  that  your  land  is  paid  for  ?  '* 
I  was  sensibly  affected  by  his  earnest  depiction  of 
this  scene,  and  the  sincerity  which  his  face  reflected  as 
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he  held  up  so  discouraging  a  prospect  to  his  fellow 
men ;  and  when  Barrett  had  interpreted  his  words, 
I  glowed  with  pleasure  at  the  thought  that  the  day 
would  come  when  he  would  recognize  that  there  were 
White  men  different  from  those  he  had.  yet  seen,  who 
would  make  use  of  their  superiority,  and  even  their 
legal  right,  only  to  afford  the  most  extended  hospitality 
and  kindness  to  such  as  himself,  and  to  raise  him  up 
to  a  level  with  themselves. 

These  long  and  repeated  discussions  were  most  inte- 
resting and  satisfactory  ;  as  they  proved  how  thoroughly 
the  most  dissentient  natives  understood  the  force  of  the 
transaction,  and  how  gratefully  they  would  welcome 
the  subsequent  disarming  of  their  suspicions. 

Puakawa  wound  up  his  oration  by  declaring  that 
there  were  about  half  the  goods  now  shown  that  had 
been  on  the  ^pck  the  day  before.  His  audience,  how- 
ever, who  had  carefully  examined  the  heaps,  expressed 
the  same  frank  dissent  which  never  failed  to  attend 
upon  any  of  his  statements  which  exceeded  the  bounds 
of  truth,  or  seemed  improbable  as  conjectures. 

The  debate  had  lasted  till  sunset ;  and  all  but  the 
elder  chiefs  returned  to  the  shore  for  the  night. 

September  27th. — This  morning  the  distribution  on 
the  deck  of  the  goods  commenced  ;  Tf^arepori  superin- 
tending it  with  much  formality,  and  several  of  the  chiefs 
addressing  the  numerous  spectators  at  intervals.  Some 
trouble  arose  from  the  desire  not  to  open  the  cases  of 
muskets,  of  which  there  were  only  five,  that  some  might 
be  sent  to  each  of  the  six  settlenients.  In  these  large 
acquisitions  of  property,  the  natives  always  like  to  re- 
ceive a  bale,  a  case,  or  a  cask  whole,  as  the  transaction 
assumes  a  more  opulent  appearance  in  the  opinion  of 
the  other  tribes  among  whom  the  news  travels.  For 
instance,  more  pigs  can  be  obtained  for  an  unbroken 
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cask  of  tobacco,  than  for  the  contents  divided  into 
many  small  portions,  and  exchanged  against  single 
pigs.  My  uncle,  on  becoming  aware  of  the  difficulty,  at 
once  gave  them  a  sixth  case,  which  made  things  quite 
smooth. 

fViarepori  placed  equal  portions  of  all  the  other 
goods  on  each  of  the  musket-cases,  till  they  were  ex- 
pended. He  reserved  but  little  for  himself;  keeping 
some  powder  and  cartridges,  in  order  to  be  ready  for 
war.  Several  of  the  other  chiefs  showed  equal  disin- 
terestedness, and  declared  that  their  principal  object 
was  to  get  white  people  to  live  among  them.  A  hand- 
some young  man,  named  E  Takoy  who  was  nearly 
related  to  Mrs.  Barrett,  received  the  share  for  his 
father,  the  chief  of  Pipitea  and  Kumu  totOy  two  conti- 
guous settlements  at  the  south-west  end  of  the  harbour ; 
and  he  arrayed  himself  in  a  good  suit  of  clothes 
selected  from  the  heap.  He  had  taken  an  active  and 
eager  part  in  promoting  the  agreement,  and  bringing  it 
to  a  conclusion.  Old  "  Dog's-ear  "  received  the  share 
for  his  settlement,  which  is  called  Kai  TVara  Wara ; 
Epuni  received  that  for  Pitone ;  TVarepon  himself 
took  charge  of  the  portion  assigned  to  his  immediate 
followers  at  Nga  haurangQy  and  dispatched  a  share 
which  had  been  made  purposely  smaUer  to  the  pa  Te 
ArOy  the  most  southerly  of  the  settlements,  where  a 
tributary  tribe,  called  the  Taranakiy  had  their  habita- 
tion. The  sixth  share  was  assigned  to  PuaJcawa  and 
his  followers,  who  had  determined,  when  they  saw  the 
others  receiving  their  shares  satisfactorily,  to  desist 
from  any  further  opposition.  He  accordingly  took 
charge  of  the  goods,  and,  though  in  silence,  followed 
Jhe  example  of  the  others. 

I  had  prepared  a  deed  according  to  Colonel  Wake- 
weld's  instructions,  nearly  in  the  words  of  some  deeds 
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which  we  had  on  board,  that  had  been  drawn  on  the 
model  of  those  used  by  missionary  land-buyers  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  island.  The  boundaries  and  native 
names  being  inserted  from  TVareport^  dictation,  the 
deed  was  brought  on  deck,  and  laid  on  the  capstem. 
As  I  read  it  through,  sentence  by  sentence,  in  ^English, 
Barrett  interpreted  into  Maori ;  and  he  was  repeatedly 
urged  by  Colonel  Wakefield  to  explain  fully  each  im- 
portant provision  contained  in  it.  The  Native  Reserves 
were  especially  dwelt  upon.  Although  the  natives  had 
repeatedly  discussed  every  point,  and  this  was  therefore 
oidy  a  repetition  of  the  agreement  to  which  they  had 
all  given  an  ample  assent  on  several  occasions,  and 
though  they  were  anxious  to  get  the  goods  on  shore, 
and  the  distribution  there  ended,  they  listened  with 
great  attention  and  decorum  to  the  recapitulation  oi 
the  deed  in  both  languages.  The  chiefs  then  came  up 
in  succession  to  the  capstem,  in  order  to  make  their 
marks.  As  each  one's  name  was  called,  I  wrote  it  down, 
and  held  the  pen  whilst  he  made  a  mark  opposite.  Th^ 
all  brought  their  sons  with  them,  in  order,  as  they  sug- 
gested, to  bind  them  in  the  transaction,  and  to  prove 
that  they  looked  forward  to  the  future. 

The  boats  were  then  sent  away  with  the  goods  to 
the  settlements ;  the  chief  of  each  accompanying  fhem, 
and  undertaking  to  distribute  them  at  his  own  place. 
The  officers  in  charge  of  the  boats  reported  on  their 
return,  that  not  the  slightest  tumult  had  attended  ihe 
landing,  and  that  the  greatest  quietness  and  order  had 
prevailed  while  the  chief  apportioned  the  lots  of  leacb 
head  of  a  family. 

Warepori  and  Epuni  appeared  at  our  dinner-table 
to-day,  dressed  in  their  newly-acquired  suits  of  clothes^ 
and  looked  very  respectable.  The  former,  however, 
soon  came  into  my  uncle's  cabin  to  undress,  sus  he  ioxoA 
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the  coat  and  shoes  made  him  very  uneasy.  Both  these 
chiefs  had  been  to  Sydney,  and  were  exceedingly  desir- 
ous of  becoming  like  an  English  gentleman. 

During  the  time  taken  up  in  discussions,  I  had  ac- 
quired a  gr^t  many  words  of  Maori,  and  began  to 
understand  a  good  deal  and  make  myself  understood  a 
Uttle*  I  had  become  very  good  friends  with  the  natives 
in,  various  excursions  ashore,  and  was  designated  by  a 
nkkname  while  here,  which  remained  from  this  time  my 
only  name  among  them  till  I  left  the  country.  Some 
of  the  young  people  had  made  many  attempts  to  pro- 
nounce "  Edward  Wakefield,"  on  receiving  an  answer 
to  their  question  as  to  my  name.  The  nearest  approach 
they  could  make  to  it  was  Era  tveke,  and  some  wag 
immediately  suggested  "  TirawekeJ'  the  name  of  a 
small  bird  which  is  very  common  in  the  woods,  and 
kaowu  for  its  chattering  propensities.  As  I  had  made 
it  a  pomt  to  chatter  as  much  as  possible  with  them, 
whether  according  to  Maori  grammar  or  not,  they 
agreed  that  the  sobriquet  would  do,  and  reported  their 
invention  at  the  pa.  The  old  men  and  chiefs  were  not 
a  bit  behind  their  juniors  in  their  hilarity  and  fondness 
for  a  joke,  and  never  called  me  otherwise  afterwards* 
Theyalso  christened  Colonel  Wakefield  "  fflde-awake^* 
after  some  chief  who  had  been  so  called  by  the  flax- 
traders  in  former  times ;  and  this  name  also  has  clung 
to  him  ever  since. 

Dr.  Dieflfehbach  and  Mr.  Heaphy  engaged  some  native 
'  guides  one  day  to  go  and  look  for  some  birds  called 
hma,  which  were  said  to  abound  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

The  Imia  is  a  black  bird  about  as  large  as  a  thrush, 
with  long  tiiin  legs,  and  a  slender  semicircular  beak, 
which  he  uses  for  seeking  in  holes  of  trees  for  the  in- 
sects on  which  he  feeds.     In  the  tail  are  four  long 
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black  feathers  tipt  with  white.  These  feathers  are 
much  v^dued  by  the  natiTes  as  ornaments  for  the  hair 
on  great  occsisions ;  and  are  highly  esteemed  as  presents 
from  the  iidiabitants  of  this  neighbourhood  to  those  of 
the  north,  whei«  the  bird  is  never  found.  Near  the 
insertion  of  the  beak,  a  fleshy  yellow  wattle  is  placed 
on  either  side. 

Our  sportsmen  crossed  the  mouth  of  the  Heretaonga 
ri\*en  and  ascended  a  steep  ridge  of  the  eastern  hills. 
Among  the  forests  on  the  top  they  remained  ensconced 
in  the  foliage>  while  the  natires  attracted  the  birds  1^ 
imitating  the  peculiar  whistle,  from  which  it  takes  the 
name  of  hnia.  They  only  shot  two  or  three^  which 
had  followed  the  decov  almost  on  to  the  barrels  of  their 
guns* 

I  had  formed  one  of  several  shooting  parties  and 
fishing  excursions.  The  ibrmer  were  generally  oon- 
duoted  in  the  difl^r^nt  creeks  into  which  the  river 
divides  from  a  kiud  of  tidal  lagoon  inside  the  saoid-bar, 
and  we  tell  in  with  numerous  pageons  and  wild-ducks 
while  ex^doring  their  courses  as  high  as  our  boat  could 
proceed.  The  grandeur  of  the  ibrest  which  overshaded 
these  clear  creeks,  the  luxuriance  and  entanglement  of 
the  underwood,  and  the  apparent  richness  of  the  soilf 
could  nowhere  be  exceeded.  We  longed  to  see  the 
time  when  the  benefit  of  the  latter  should  be  reaped  by 
industrious  English  yeomen. 

Our  fishing  parties  were  generaUy  directed  to  a  snug 
cove  about  a  mile  south-east  of  the  river  s  mouthy  whidi 
we  christened  Lowry  Bay,  after  the  first  mate^  who 
used  to  be  head  fisherman,  and  direct  our  bungling  ex- 
ertions in  the  management  of  the  sean.  In  diis  place 
we  generally  had  a  fine  haul  of  plaice,  sole,  and  seven! 
other  kinds  of  &sh.  On  the  Imich  near  I^ome  we  ob- 
tained sevenl  immense  hauK  whenever  a  skoal  of 
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kawai  came  into  that  part  of  the  bay.  The  Jcawai  has 
somewhat  of  the  habits  of  the  salmon,  entering  during 
the  spring  and  summer  into  the  bays,  rivers,  and  fresh- 
water creeks  in  large  shoals :  it  resembles  the  mackerel 
in  appearance,  but  is  not  equal  in  flavour  to  either 
of  those  fish»  The  natives  catch  large  quantities  of 
them  with  a  bone  hook  at  the  end  of  a  fish-shaped 
piece  of  wood,  inlaid  with  the  shell  of  the  mutton-fish,  or 
haliotfis,  which  bears  the  lively  colours  and  brilliancy  of 
mother-o'-pearl.  This  hook  requires  no  bait,  and  a 
dozen  of  them  are  dragged  along  the  water  by  a  canoe 
which  pulls  at  full  speed  through  the  shoal. 

There  are  many  other  sorts  of  fish,  including  the 
tamoT€y  or  snapper;  the  manga,  or  barracoota;  the 
mangOy  or  dog-fish,  of  which  the  natives  catch  and  store 
large  quantities,  by  drying  them  in  the  sun ;  and  the 
Jiapuka.  This  last  fish  is  caught  in  pretty  deep  water, 
near  reefs  and  rocks.  It  often  reaches  a  great  size^ 
weighing  as  much  as  112  lbs.  It  bears  a  considerable 
resemblance  to  the  cod  in  form,  but  is,  however,  of  far 
finer  flavour.  The  head  and  shoulders,  especially,  when 
cooked^  seem  a  mass  of  jelly.  The  moJci  is  also  a  well- 
flavoured  fish,  weighing  10  lbs.  or  12  lbs. 

Sunday,  29th. — After  prayers.  Colonel  Wakefield 
went  round  the  harbour  with  TVarepori  to  visit  the 
different  settlements,  in  order  to  see  how  the  people 
were  satisfied,  and  to  invite  them  to  a  sort  of  festival 
which  was  to  be  held  on  the  occasion  at  Pitone  on 
Monday,  At  the  slave  settlement,  Te  Aro,  Warepori 
addressed  the  occupants,  who  had  the  same  abject  de- 
pendent appearance  which  we  had  remarked  in  the  Ran- 
gitane  at  the  Pelorus  River.  He  told  them  what 
benefits  would  accrue  to  them,  and  excused  himself  for 
having  sent  them  a  smaller  share  of  the  goods,  as  the 
free  settlements  had  required  a  large  proportion ;   but 
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encouraged  them  by  reminding  them  that  they  were 
now  armed,  and  in  a  position  to  defend  themselves^ 
should  they  be  attacked  by  Rauperaha  and  the  *'  Boiling- 
''  water "  tribes.  He  dwelt  on  the  promotion  in  caste 
which  they  would  by  this  means  obtain,  as  **  each  man 
''  that  fell  would  now  be  buried  vrith  his  musket  and 
"  cartouch-box,  and  be  mourned  over  as  a  warrior  that 
''  died  with  arms  in  his  hands."  He  thus  eloquent^ 
conciliated  those  who  had  been  a  little  jealous  of  the 
uneciual  partition ;  and  when  one  of  the  missionary 
teachers  came  forward  to  reproach  him  for  not  having 
kejA  half  the  land  for  the  White  missionaries  expected 
from  the  north,  he  administered  a  severe  rebuke  to  his 
assailant,  which  was  loudly  applauded  by  the  listening 
multitude. 

'*  How  can  you,"  retorted  he,  "  who  are  a  child, 
reprove  me  for  anything  that  I  have  done  ?  Jf  I  had 
sold  the  land  to  the  White  missionaries,  might  they 
not  have  sold  it  again  to  fViwi*  (Frenchmen)  or 
*'  Americans  ?  This  rangatira-hoia  (soldier-chief),'* 
he  continued,  "  will  bring  many  English  from  their 
"  country,  and  how  could  they  live  with  a  hostile  tribe? 
•'  They  are  not  all  Englishmen  that  come  from  Europe : 
"  there  is  a  White  man  on  board  the  ship  who  is  not 
**  English :  I  know  him  by  his  tongue.*'  This  was  in 
allusion  to  Dr.  Dieffenbach.  We  were  rather  sur- 
prised to  find  so  much  knowledge  of  nations  and  pre- 
ference for  the  English  in  ff^arepori's  mind ;  but  he 
had  most  likely  acquired  it  among  the  flax-traders,  and 
during  his  visit  to  Sydney. 

He  concluded  his  speech,  after  getting  into  the  boat, 
l>y  saying  that  his  wish  had  been  to  satisfy  everybody, 
and  that  he  had  kept  nothing  for  himself;  that  he 
should  learn  English,  and  go  to  England.     He  laid 

•  This  name  is  probably  derived  from  "  Oui !  oui  1" 
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his  head  on  Colonel  Wakefield's  knee,  and  said  that  if 
the  natives  were  discontented  with  him,  he  should  live 
#ith  the  White  men,  and  that  the  tribe  of  England 
ihould  be  his  fathers. 

At  this  place  Colonel  Wakefield  proposed  to  pay  for 
tiie  phapels  and  houses  which  the  missionary  delegates 
had  built  on  a  piece  of  flat  land  where  he  intended  to 
fi&  the  site  of  the  town ;  but  PFarepori  objected,  saying 
tliat  he  had  already  paid  for  the  whole  of  the  land  and 
Cf erything  upon  it. 

At  each  of  the  other  settlements  Colonel  Wakefield 
ingaged  the  natives  to  be  active  in  collecting  provisions, 
daaring  land,  and  bringing  timber  for  building  to  the 
site  of  the  town,  ff^arepori  supported  the  request,  and 
flien  asked  the  young  men  to  collect  at  Pitone,  in  order 
\o  join  in  a  war-dance  to  be  given  in  the  morning. 
Colonel  Wakefield  was  universally  treated  as  a  bene- 
&ctor,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  on  all 
hands  expressions  of  contentment  at  the  purchase- 
money,  and  eager  hope  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  the 
settlers.  The  chiefs  repeatedly  impressed  upon  the 
pec^le  that  their  land  was  gone  for  ever,  with  the 
exception  of  what  the  White  people  would  allow  them 
for  cultivation  and  residence ;  that  they  would  never 
receive  any  further  payment  for  it,  but  would  be  paid 
for  any  labour  which  they  performed  for  the  White 
people;  and  that  the  contract  would  be  considered 
Uqni,  and  as  inviolable  as  any  of  the  reservations  of 
holy  places  which  are  often  made  among  themselves. 

30th. — This  morning  we  observed  the  natives  ga- 
tiiering  from  all  parts  of  the  harbour.  Canoes  and 
parties  on  foot,  glittering  with  their  lately  acquired  red 
blankets  and  muskets,  were  all  closing  in  upon  the 
place  of  rendezvous ;  fresh  smokes  rose  every  moment 
on  shore  as  a  new  oven  was  prepared  for  the  feast ;  and 
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ff^arepori  and  the  other  eh]e&  who  had  slept  on,  board 
went  on  shore  early  to  make  the  neeeaeary  preparations, 
accompanied  by  our  carpenter,  who  was  to  sopermtend 
the  erection  of  a  small  tree  which  the  natives  had  pro- 
cured for  the  purpose,  as  a  flag-staff,  close  to  the  Pitane 
pa.  In  the  afternoon,  cm  a  signal  firom  the  shore,  we 
landed  in  our  boats  with  all  the  cabin  party,  and  all 
the  sailors  that  could  be  spared,  to  take  part  in  the 
rejokings.  We  were  joyfully  received  by  the  assem- 
blage, which  consisted  of  about  three  hundred  men, 
women,  and  children.  Of  these,  two  hundred  were 
men,  and  had  armed  themselTCs  with  the  hundred  and 
twenty  muskets  they  had  received  from  us,  spearsv- 
tomahawks,  pointed  sticks,  stone  and  wooden  clubs,. 
Sec.  Even  a  dozen  umbrellas,  which  had  formed  part 
of  the  pajrment,  figured  in  the  ranks  as  conspicuously 
as  the  Emperor  of  Marocco's  son's  parasol  has  figured 
in  more  recent  battalions.  Every  one  was  dressed  in 
some  of  the  new  clothes ;  their  heads  were  neatly 
arranged,  and  ornamented  with  feathers  of  the  alba- 
tross or  fiuia ;  handsome  mats  hung  in  unison  with 
the  gay  petticoats  of  the  women  and  the  new  blankets 
of  the  warriors ;  the  latter  were  bedizened  with  waist* 
coats  and  shirte,  and  belted  with  cartouch-boxes  and 
shot-belts.  It  was  high  holiday  with  everybody  ;  and 
a  universal  spirit  of  hilarity  prevailed  among  the  excited 
multitude. 

As  we  landed  Colonel  Wakefield  ordered  the  New 
Zealand  flag  to  be  hoisted  at  the  stafi* ;  and  the  same 
was  done  at  the  main  of  the  Tory,  which  saluted  it 
with  twenty-one  guns,  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
natives  at  the  noise  and  smoke. 

ff^arepori  then  asked  if  we  were  ready ;  and  told  us 
that  many  men  were  absent,  some  at  their  distant 
gardens,  some  on  an  expedition  to  the  westward,  and 
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some  deterred  by  the  bad  weather  which  had  prevailed 
during  the  morning.  He  then  took  his  station  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  parties  into  which  the  fighting-men 
were  divided,  "  Dog's-ear"  having  marshalled  the  other 
at  a  little  distance. 

ff^arepori  was  dressed  in  a  large  hussar  cloak  be- 
longing to  my  uncle,  to  which  he  had  taken  a  fancy, 
and  brandished  a  handsome  green-stone  meri.  His 
party  having  seated  themselves  in  ranks,  he  suddenly 
rose  from  the  ground  and  leaped  high  into  the  air  with 
a  tremendous  yell.  He  was  instantly  imitated  by  his 
party,  who  sprang  out  of  their  clothes  as  if  by  magic, 
and  left  them  in  bundles  on  the  ground.  They  then 
joined  in  a  measured  guttural  song  recited  by  their 
chief,  keeping  exact  time  by  leaping  high  at  each  louder 
intonation,  brandishing  their  weapons  with  the  right 
hand,  and  slapping  the  thigh  with  the  left  as  they 
came  heavily  upon  the  ground.  The  war-song  warmed 
as  it  proceeded  ;  though  still  in  perfect  unison,  they 
yelled  louder  and  louder,  leaped  higher  and  higher, 
brandished  their  weapons  more  fiercely,  and  dropped 
with  the  smack  on  the  thigh  more  heavily  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, till  the  final  spring  was  accompanied  by  a  con- 
cluding whoop  which  seemed  to  penetrate  one's  marrow. 
After  this  preparatory  stimulant,  the  two  parties  ran 
down  to  the  beach,  and  took  up  positions  facing  each 
other  at  about  two  hundred  yards'  distance.  They  then 
repeated  the  dance ;  and  at  its  conclusion  the  two  parties 
passed  each  other  at  full  speed,  firing  their  guns  as  they 
ran,  and  took  up  a  fresh  position  nearer  to  each  other. 

A  small  reinforcement  was  now  brought  up  from 
Puakawas  village  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  one 
of  the  parties  ;  and  we  were  much  surprised  to  see  at 
the  head  of  it  Richard  Davis,  the  missionary  teacher, 
dressed  in  warlike  costume,  and  his  head  bedecked  with 
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kuia  feathers.  He  took  an  eager  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings, and  was  the  bearer  of  a  sort  of  ahain  challenge 
from  one  party  to  the  other.  They  now  for  a  third 
time  went  through  the  peropero,  or  "  war^-danoe ;' 
but  dispensed  with  any  sham-fighting,  as  the  day  was 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  they  wished  everything  to  teiv 
minate  in  an  amicable  way.  Many  of  the  women  had 
joined  in  the  wildest  part  of  the  dance,  yelling  and 
grimacing  with  as  demoniacal  a  frenzy  as  any  of  the 
men.  We  were  shown  some  natives  from  ff^angamti, 
a  settlement  some  distance  north  of  Kapiti,  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  ferocious  appearance. 
They  had  blackened  all  round  their  eyes  with  charcoal, 
and  painted  themselves  copiously  with  streaks  of  red 
ochre  and  oil ;  they  performed  their  part  with  exces- 
sive vigour  and  gusto,  and  looked,  when  in  the  ecstasy 
of  the  dance,  like  demons  incarnate.  Barrett  and 
Pf^arepori  told  us  that  these  Wanganui  natives  were 
looked  upon  as  the  most  savage  and  warlike  even  by 
the  other  tribes,  and  that  they  spoke  a  different  dialect 
from  the  Ngattawa.  They  were  closely  allied,  at  this 
time,  with  the  latter. 

A  hcJca  was  now  performed  by  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  and  women.  They  seated  themselves  in 
ranks  in  one  of  the  court-yards  of  the  pa,  stripped  to 
the  waist.  An  old  chieftainess,  who  moved  along  the 
ranks  with  regular  steps,  brandishing  an  ornamented 
spear  in  time  to  her  movements,  now  recited  the  first 
verse  of  a  song  in  a  monotonous,  dirge-like  measure. 
This  was  joined  in  by  the  others,  who  also  kept  time 
by  quivering  their  hands  and  arms,  nodding  their  heads 
and  bending  their  bodies  in  accordance  with  each 
emphasis  and  pause.  These  songs  are  often  made  im- 
promptu on  various  subjects  ;  but  those  selected  for  die 
present  occasion  were  principally  ancient  legends. 
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At  the  oonclufiion  of  the  hakay  we  were  served  from 
the  ovens  with  the  joints  of  a  pig,  which  had  been 
sacriliced  for  the  occasion,  and  the  whole  assemblage 
partook  of  an  ample  meal.  We  drank  the  healths  of 
the  chiefs  and  people  of  Port  Nicholson  in  bumpers  of 
champagne,  and,  christening  the  flag^staff,  took  formal 
possession  of  the  harbour  and  district  for  the  New 
Zealand  Land  Company,  amidst  the  hearty  cheers  of  the 
mixed  spectators.  The  whole  scene  passed  with  the 
greatest  harmony,  and  we  were  sensibly  struck  by  the 
remarkable  good  feeling  evinced  towards  us  by  the 
natives. 

This  disposition  continued  unabated  during  the  three 
days  more  that  we  remained  at  this  place.  The  na* 
tives,  whether  chieftains,  inferiors,  or  slaves,  treated  us 
with  the  greatest  kindness  and  affection,  ff^arepori 
suggested  that  a  deputation  should  proceed  in  the  ship 
to  assist  us  in  buying  the  district  of  Taranaki,  from 
which  they  were  driven,  and  of  which  all  who  had 
been  there,  whether  natives  or  White  men,  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms.  He  also  spoke  of  a  flat  and  fertile  dis- 
trict to  the  eastward,  called  Wairarapa,  which  opens 
into  Palliser  Bay.  He  declared  it  tapu  for  Colonel 
Wakefield,  and  swore  by  his  head  that  no  one  else 
should  have  any  of  it  till  he  had  been  to  see  it. 
Barrett  told  us  that  it  answered  his  description,  and 
had  a  fresh-water  stream  running  through  it  into 
Palliser  Bay. 

Epunts  eldest  son,  E  JVare^  and  a  young  chief  named 
TuaraUy  nephew  of  a  former  head  chief  of  the  Nga- 
tunoa  tribes,  were  selected  to  go  with  us  to  Taranaki^ 
and  took  up  their  berths  on  board,  E  TVate  had  ac- 
eompanied  Captain  Chaffers  in  a  surveying  expedition 
in  one  of  the  boats  during  the  last  week,  of  which  an 
excellent  chart  of  the  harbour  was  the   result.     As 
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soon  as  this  was  drawn,  Colonel  Wakefield  proceeded 
to  name  the  various  points  and  bays.  The  south-west- 
em  bay,  where  the  most  secure  anchorage  exists,  and 
where  the  town  was  to  be  built,  was  named  Lambton 
Harbour,  in  honour  of  the  Earl  of  Durham,  who  was 
Governor  of  the  Company,  and  had  been  a  warm  patron 
of  the  project  in  England.  A  piece  of  level  ground, 
over  which  the  town  was  to  extend,  was  named  Thom- 
don  Flat,  from  Thomdon  Hall  in  Essex,  the  residence 
of  Iiord  Petre,  who  had  also  forwarded  with  his  un- 
ceasing support  the  intended  colony.  The  river  Here- 
taonga  received  the  name  of  Mr.  William  Hutt,  another 
of  the  most  energetic  friends  of  the  undertaking.  .  The 
large  island  Matiu  was  christened  Somes's  Island, 
after  Mr.  Joseph  Somes,  the  then  Deputy-Grovemor  of 
the  Company.  The  most  remarkable  headlands  at  the 
entrance  were  named  after  Mr.  Francis  Baring,  Sir 
George  Sinclair,  and  Pencarrow,  the  residence  of  Sir 
William  Molesworth ;  and  the  n  ames  of  other  places 
were  selected  from  among  those  likely  to  be  respected 
and  honoured  by  the  future  inhabitants  as  memorials 
of  the  disinterested  founders  of  the  colony.  Barrett's 
Reef  must  not  be  omitted  in  this  list,  as  commemo- 
rating our  worthy  and  honest  co-operator. 

The  utmost  satisfaction  prevailed  among  all  on  board, 
at  the  conclusion  of  all  the  arrangements,  as  well  as 
among  the  natives.  We  felt  that  we  had  secured,  by 
an  honourable  bona  fide  transaction  with  the  natives, 
an  unexceptionable  harbour  and  site  for  a  town ;  and 
although  the  neighbouring  land,  with  the  exception  of 
the  valley  of  the  Hutt,  was  rather  rugged,  we  consi- 
dered this  as  no  lasting  obstacle  to  the  fitness  of 
the  place  for  a  colony.  Indeed,  compared  with  the 
land  on  the  Middle  Island,  the  hills  here  appeared  both 
low  and  easy  of  cultivation.     We  were  moreover  con- 
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vinced,  by  the  numerous  accounts  wKich  we  had  ga- 
thered from  White  adventurers  as  well  as  natives,  that 
this  was  the  only  harbour  accessible  to  large  shipping 
between  Manukau  on  the  west  side  of  the  North  Island 
and  the  Thames  on  the  opposite  coast ;  and  that  the 
shipping  and  trade  of  that  e:^tensive  coast-line  must  be 
sure  to  centre  here. 

But  a  far  more  satisfactory  circumstance  was  the  pe- 
ciiliarly  agreeable  way  in  which  we  felt  sure  of  dealing 
with  the  native  population.  Their  contentment  and 
thorough  appreciation  of  our  good  intentions  in  their 
favour,  their  spontaneous  approbation  of  the  whole 
transaction,  which  gave  it  more  force  and  solemnity  in 
our  eyes  than  the  most  binding  legal  forms,  and  their 
pleasing  eagerness  for  the  arrival  of  our  companions, 
all  combined  to  induce  in  us  great  hopes  of  success. 
We  felt  how  fortunate  we  had  been  in  finding  a  popu- 
lation so  uncontaminated  by  the  vices  of  irregular  coloni- 
zation, so  free  from  any  prejudice  for  or  against  any 
class  of  strangers.  We  were  therefore  sanguine  in  our 
hopes  that  the  colonists  would  be  happy  among  a  people 
so  well  disposed  to  greet  them,  and  that  the  warm 
feelings  of  benevolence  which  we  knew  to  be  enter- 
tained by  the  principal  intending  settlers  would  be  exer- 
cised upon  a  genial  soil,  when  they  should  encourage 
the  natives  to  co-operation  with  them  in  measures  con- 
ducive to  their  own  benefit  and  improvement.  We 
relied  much  on  the  fact  that  this  people  acknowledged 
the  powerful  influence  of  one  or  two  chiefs ;  and  we 
hoped,  by  maintaining  these  latter,  as  persons  entitled 
to  respect  and  authority  among  their  own  people  as 
well  as  among  the  emigrants,  to  work,  through  them, 
a  beneficial  change  and  speedy  amelioration  of  the 
moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  natives. 

If  this  inferior  race  were  to  be  raised  to  our  own  level. 
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it  could  only  be  done  by  means  of  a  pi'oeesi  ahalogcms  to 
llieir  own  customs.  It  seemed^  therefore,  reasonable  t6 
suppose  that  their  institutions  might  be  most  ^flfe^tually 
improved  by  means  of  the  very  to^a  whom  ilioi^  insti^ 

tutions  had  set  forth  as  the  heads  and  guides  of  their 
fellow-countrymen.  We  looked  Upoii  Warepofi^ 
Epuniy  and  Puakawa,  as  capable  of  being  admitted 
amongst  the  leading  men  of  the  colony ;  and  as  certain, 
when  stirred  by  emulation  and  worthy  ambition^  to 
take  pride  in  propagating  by  their  influence  a  rfefoito, 
easy  and  gradual  because  it«  successive  steps  should 
be  appreciated,  recommended,  and  adopted  by  tho66 
whose  advice  would  obtain  the  greatest  respect^  and 
whose  example  would  be  followed  with  the  most  implicit 
confidence. 

We  confessed  to  ourselves  that  the  appai^nt  hostility 
of  the  native  missionaries  seemed  to  augur  some  difficul- 
ties ;  but  we  persuaded  ourselves  that  they  had  exceeded 
their  mission.  They  were  all  men  who  had  been  tak^i 
in  war  as  slaves  by  the  Northern  tribes,  and  who  had 
returned,  upon  their  emancipation  by  theii-  coiiverted 
masters,  to  spread  the  doctrines  which  they  had  imbibed 
from  the  European  missionaries  in  that  part  of  the 
island. 

Being  debarred  by  native  custom  from  resuming  their 
previous  caste  after  having  been  once  enslaved^  they 
Wefe  evidently  very  jealous  of  the  authority  of  the  ohi^ 
which  they  longed  to  overthrow,  as  opposed  to  the 
recognition  of  themselves  as  the  guides  of  the  tribe  iii 
matters  temporal  as  well  &s  spiritual.  To  this  jealousy 
we  attributed  an  undue  dislike  of  such  as,  like  ourselves^ 
recognized  the  chiefs  in  actual  authority  as  the  only  fit 
movers^  of  the  people.  And  we  felt  convinced  that  their 
hostile  aspect  was  in  excess  of  the  instructions  which 
they   might  have  received  from  their  Christian  and 
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civilised  tt^Lchen.  We  were  sanguine,  at  least,  in  our 
hopes  that  those  among  the  latter  who  should  candidly 
e^^amine  our  proposed  measures,  would  end  by  cordially 
co-operating  with  us  in  employing  the  chiefs  as  most 
apt  instruments,  while  made  equals  with  ourselves,  in 
the  work  of  civiU^tion  and  conversion. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  projectors  of  the 
colony  had  invited  the  coalition  of  the  Parent  Mis- 
sionary Societies  at  home  in  this  scheme.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  shield  their  flocks  from  the  consequences  of 
the  irregular  and  vicious  colonization  which  had  already 
exercised  a  very  deteriorating  influence  on  the  worthy 
eflbrts  of  the  missionaries  in  the  north  of  the  islands, 
amd  which  was  daily  increasing  in  extent  and  danger, 
unrestrained  by  any  law  or  authority.  It  was  in  part 
with  a  view  to  the  removing  numerous  scenes  of  conta* 
mination>  such  as  that  which  I  have  described  at  Te^- 
awa-itiy  that  the  plan  of  a  regular  and  orderly  colonisa- 
tion was  first  put  forth  by  the  Association  in  1837,  and 
persevered  in  by  the  Company. 

We  remembered,  too,  Mr.  Dandeson  Coates's  undevi- 
ating  course  of  hostility  to  both  the  Association  and 
the  Company  up  to  the  moment  of  our  embarking  for 
New  Zealand  His  evidence  before  the  House  of 
Lords'  Committee  in  1838,  and  his  refusal  of  the 
request  made  by  one  of  our  party  for  a  copy  of  the 
grammar  and  vocabulary  of  the  Maori  language  pub- 
lished by  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  remained  as 
proofs  of  Mr.  Coates's  determination,  declared  in  words 
and  published  in  pamphlets,  that  "  he  would  thwart  us 
by  all  the  '*  means  in  his  power." 

The  secretary  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society 
had  joined  Mr.  Coates  in  this  course ;  and  the  Com- 
mittees of  both  Societies  had  recorded  their  opinions  in 
condemnation  of  our  proceedings. 
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We  limited^  iMMrefer,  that dM»  bitter  fcrliny  would 
«^  be  contmaed  long;  in  die  colcmj ;  aoid  that  no  con- 
UmKiqr  or  partisu]shq>  would  be  allowed  to  over-rule 
die  coarktion  <^  our  benerolent  inlentioiis  which  we 
fi^  sure  <^  impsesfiing  on  die  Christian  miasMHianes  in 
New  Zealand.  We  kit  sore  that  didr  interest  in  the 
cawse  <^  religion,  and  their  appieciatkxi  c^  a  bo^  of 
respectable  settlers  as  co-operators  and  supporters  in 
dieir  work,  combined  widi  a  knowledge  of  the  ways  in 
wfed^  e:sample  aflfected  change  in  the  native  mind, 
would  soon  outweigh  the  opinion  prejudicial  to  the 
colonists  which  they  might  have  imbibed  from  their 
correspondents  at  home. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  slave  teachers  were  not  likely 
to  exercise  much  influence  over  the  disposition  of  the 
great  body  of  natives  towards  us ;  and  we  hoped  that 
the  White  missionaries,  when  they  did  arrive,  would 
come  as  friends  and  brethren  in  the  great  work. 

CJolonel  Wakefield  left  with  TVarepori  Mr.  Smith, 
whom  I  mentioned  above,  with  a  stock  of  garden-seeds 
and  carpenter's  tools,  and  a  few  goods  with  which  to 
encourage  the  natives  in  the  work  of  preparation  for 
the  arrival  of  the  settlers.  TVarepori  promised  to  put 
him  in  a  new  house  at  his  own  settlement,  and  to  take 
care  of  him  till  our  return.  We  also  landed  some  pigs 
of  a  superior  breed  before  we  sailed.  Some  boards 
bearing  the  words  "New  Zealand  Land  Company" 
were  put  up  in  conspicuous  places  on  the  shores  of  the 
harbour. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Port  UiHierwood  in  Cloudy  Bay — ^Angry  Natives — Peace  restored 
— ^Whaling-stations — Fishing— We  sail  for  Te-awa-iti — Fighting 
Bay — ^We  cross  the  strait  to  Kapiti — Islets  near  it — Battle  of 
WaUumae — Funeral  feast — Rauperaha — His  appearance — His 
history — Hongi^s  wars — ^The  Kawia  tribe —  Te  Pehi  Kupe — In- 
vasion of  Cook's  Strait — The  contending  tribes — Immense 
slaughter — ^Allies — Siege  and  capture  of  Kapiti — Extermina- 
tion of  Aborigines — Visit  of  Te  Pehi  to  England — His  return 
and  death — Rauperaha' s  revenge -His  White  coadjutors — ^He 
acquires  influence — Opposes  the  Ngaiiawa — His  unbounded 
treachery — ^His  behaviour  to  White  men — Rangihaeata  assists 
him  in  marauding  —  Whaling-stations — fVaikanae  village — 
Wounded  and  dead—Raupertzha  on  board — Hiho — Negotiations 
for  sale  of  land — News  from  Sydney — Quarrel  among  cliie& — 
Threats — Reconciliation  —  The  deed  signed — Rauperaha's  ra- 
pacity— Gale  of  wind — Mana^  or  Table  Island — East  Bay  in 
Queen  Charlotte's  Sound — Funeral  of  trader  at  Te-awa-iti — Ne- 
gotiations for  land — ^Another  deed — Scramble — Extent  of  rights 
now  acquired — ^Return  to  Kapiti — Land-buyers  from  Sydney — 
War^canoes —  Warep(yri  and  Rauperaha —  Wanganui  chie& — A 
warrior — Rauperaha  repudiates  his  bargain. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November,  we  sailed 
from  Port  Nicholson,  and  anchored  at  night  in  the 
mouth  of  Port  Underwood  in  Cloudy  Bay.  The  lofty 
and  more  barren  mountains  beneath  which  it  lies  struck 
us  as  cheerless  and  desolate  after  the  shores  of  Port 
Nicholson  ;  and  rude  flurries  of  wind  from  the  high 
peaks  whistled  among  our  rigging. 

In  the  morning  of  the  5th  we  warped  further  into 
the  harbour  ;  and  found  no  less  a  contrast  in  the  cha- 
racter of  the  natives  inhabiting  the  two  places.  The 
Kawia  natives-  had  evidently  been  incited  against  us  by 
Guard  and  Wynen,  who  had  been  inclined  before  our 
arrival  to  purchase  Port  Nicholson  themselves,  but  had 
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abandoned  this  idea  in  the  hope  of  either  deriving  some 
benefit  from  our  purchase  of  the  Ohiere  or  of  fore- 
stalling us  by  buying  it  themselves.  The  fact  that  we 
had  employed  a  Te-awu-iti  agent  in  negotiatingwith  the 
rival  Ngatiawa  tribe,  had  also  excited  tiieir  envy  and 
jealousy.  "  Gun-eye"  and  Charley,  with  their  elder 
brother  Puaha,  and  their  uncle  Ngaharua^  a  near  i*ela- 
tion  of  Rauperaha,  who  was  more  commonly  called 
**  Tommy  Street,"  after  a  merchant  whom  he  had  visited 
in  Sydney ;  a  tall  bullying  chief  named  "  the  Big 
Fellow,"  and  several  others,  came  on  board  and  com- 
plained that  we  had  purchased  Poneke,  as  they  called 
Port  Nicholson,  while  it  belonged  to  Rauperaha  and 
the  rest  of  the  Kawia  tribe. 

Colonel  Wakefield  answered,  that  he  had  bought  it 
from  the  natives  in  possession  of  it,  who  asserted  it  to 
be  theirs ;  and  that  the  Kawia  had  better  ask  Ware- 
port  for  some  of  the  payment,  if  they  had  a  real  and 
solid  claim.  He  advised  them,  jokingly,  to  make  haste, 
lest  there  should  be  nothing  left  but  the  musketd  atid 
ball-cartridge.  This  hint,  and  the  hospitality  of  oul*  ca- 
bin-table, quickly  made  friends  of  these  chiefs  ;  and  they 
very  soon  abandoned  this  subject,  and  took  up  thlit  of 
the  purchase  of  the  Ohiere.  We  found  Ptmha  fair  supe- 
rior to  his  younger  brothers  in  dignity  of  manner.  He 
was  of  a  milder  temper,  and  moreover  evidently  more 
capable  of  appreciating  the  advantages  to  be  dmved 
from  a  civilized  White  society.  All  the  otherd  seemed 
to  look  no  further  than  the  immediate  payment,  and 
the  increased  market  which  they  might  obtain  for  ^gs, 
potatoes,  and  firewood. 

We  found  in  this  harbour  the  Honduras  bdrk, 
taking  in  oil  and  bone  from  the  stations ;  and  we  were 
rery  busily  employed  in  making  up  our  letters  for 
England. 
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Dicky  Bairett  left  us  at  this  place,  proceeding  to 
Te-awa-iti  in  a  sealing-boat  with  all  his  family  and 
train.  He  agreed  to  return  to  us  here  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  Taranaki 

The  harbour  of  Port  Underwood  we  found  much 
exposed  to  the  southerly  gales,  which  Send  a  rolling 
swell  right  in.  Two  bays  at  the  head  of  the  harbour 
are  more  sheltered ;  but  in  no  part  is  there  any  extent 
of  flat  land. 

We  found  feeveral  whaling-parties  on  the  different 
beaches  ;  which  are  separated  from  each  other  by  such 
steep  ridges  that  boats  are  the  more  common  means 
of  communication.  In  Ocean  Bay,  in  which  the  swell 
Causes  a  good  deal  of  surf,  we  saw  the  timbers  of  some 
small  vessels  which  were  being  built  there,  and  found 
an  old  ttadet  named  Ferguson  who  had  the  reputation 
of  never  being  sober.  On  the  sides  of  the  impending 
hills  are  the  remains  of  some  clearings  made  by  the 
crew  of  a  whaler  under  the  direction  of  a  Captain  Blen- 
kinsopp,  who  purchased  this  bay  from  the  natives,  and 
was  also  said  to  have  bought  the  plains  of  TVaimUy 
a  few  miles  further  south,  from  Ranperaka  and  Ran- 
gihaeata^  his  fighting  general,  for  a  ship  gun,  some 
years  since. 

In  Kak<q>o  Bay,  we  found  Jacky  Guard  and  all  his 
family,  including  his  wife,  a  fine  buxom^looking  Eng- 
lishwo!ttian>  and  the  children  who  were  with  her 
prisoners  among  the  natives.  They  all  looked  healthy 
and  rosy^ 

Still  further  north  on  the  west  side  was  another  bay, 
also  inhabited  by  White  people.  These  two  bays  are 
much  better  sheltered  than  Ocean  Bay. 

One  party,  conducted  by  a  Portuguese,  were  esta- 
blished in  a  cove  just  inside  the  eastern  head,  and  en- 
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joyed  ai  ^<ix>d  IfiwiHMtl  ovmr  ts>  At  Wliite  Bluff  from 
kW  li%li  iwek  oi  hoi  alK^vir  t^  koascsL 

We  kid  fktB^  oi  giwd  fis&aig:  wiak  bere.  A  fish 
)&e  Aie  lii^  some  of  wldklt  we  csug^  weiglimg 
50  IbsL,  ^¥e  gn»t  spovt^  Bi<ifu«^  balf  an  hoar»  play  to 
kiD;  and  some  coifflgHeigb  dboltbaraadigd  amospment  to 
parties  wlio  went  oat  in  tW  cwtter  to  tihe  leef  at  the 
entrance  of  tihe  InuHboiir.  One  of  Aese  cnormoas  crea- 
tines^ six  ieet  }oag  and  as  tihiek  as  a  man^s  ann,  floored 
everylwdf  in  tihe  boat  befece  a  cwfc  across  his  tail  de- 
pmed  him  i^  his  stiength. 

We  had  completed  our  letters  on  tihe  9di»  and  CMily 
waited  for  Barrett.  On  die  l^dlh^  tdie  Honduras  jro- 
oeeded  to  TVovo-flt  to  take  in  (m1  and  bone  dme.  A 
small  schooner,  the  Susannah  Ann»  arrived  fircmi  Syd- 
ney a  day  or  two  before,  to  take  the  oil  fircmi  die  staticm 
of  Mr.  John,  die  Portuguese. 

On  die  13di  we  sailed  for  Te^wa4ii,  to  lodt  for 
Barrett  Arthur  was  again  on  board  of  us  as  pikt 
As  we  ran  along  die  seventeen  miles  of  rugged  and 
barren  coast  between  the  two  places,  he  showed  us 
some  remaiiaible  spots.  The  first  promontory  was  called 
Run-under  Point,  from  a  boat  having  foundered  near 
that  spot  while  running  in  tow  of  a  whale  in  stormy 
weather.  A  small  bay,  which  sometimes  a£brds  shelter 
to  the  whale-boats  when  caught  outside  in  a  heavy  gale 
of  wind,  is  called  Fighting  Bay.  Here  a  great  naval 
engagement  once  took  place  between  the  canoes  of  RtMu- 
peraha  and  his  followers,  and  diose  of  Bloody  Jack, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  a  predatory  party  of  die  Nga- 
hitau.  Rauferaha  had  a  narrow  escape  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  only  saving  his  life  by  leaving  his  mat  in  the  hands 
of  his  inveterate  enemy,  who  had  seized  him,  and  by 
diving  until  he  got  among  his  own  canoes.     He  subse- 


Chap.  V.         FIGHTING  BAY^NAVAL  ENGAGEMENT.  109 

quently.took  advantage  of  a  fog  to  abandon  the  scene  of 
combat,  leaving  the  Ngatiawa^  whom  he  had  persuaded 
to  jom  him,  at  the  mercy  of  their  foes.  This  treacherous 
policy  was,  we  were  told,  by  no  means  uncommon  on 
his  part,  it  being  his  plan  to  destroy  one  enemy  by 
means  of  another.  As  we  approached  the  mouth  of 
the  Tory  Channel,  the  wind  fell  light,  and  we  conse- 
quently lost  the  flood-tide.  We  had  been  hove-to  for 
half-an-hour,  when  a  fresh  breeze  from  south-east 
sprang  up,  and  Arthur,  who  knew  the  sailing  qualities 
of  the  Tory,  told  Captain  Chaffers  that  he  might  "  put 
**  her  at  it,"  and  we  rattled  in  against  a  four-knot  tide. 
We  flew  past  the  southern  head,  on  to  which  you  might 
have  flung  a  biscuit,  with  the  tide-rip  fizzing  and  smok- 
ing on  either  side  of  us.  A  handy  ship  is  requisite  to 
effect  this  entrance.  We  found  the  Honduras  making 
eight  inches  of  water,  having  been  swung  by  an  eddy 
against  a  rock,  and  narrowly  escaped  total  wreck,  when 
coining  in  with  a  fair  tide  yesterday. 

We  found  that  Barrett  had  been  detained  by  the  ill- 
ness of  his  wife ;  and  as  she  was  still  too  ill  to  come  on 
board.  Colonel  Wakefield  determined  to  cross  over  the 
Strait  and  effect  an  agreement  with  Rauperaha,  and 
then  return  to  the  north  entrance  of  the  Sound  for 
Barrett.  We  took  with  us  an  interpreter  named  John 
Brooks,  who  had  been  engaged  in  Cloudy  Bay  as  a 
sawyer.  He  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  na- 
tive language  and  habits,  having  been  eight  years  among 
the  wildest  PFaikato  natives. 

Four  of  our  crew  asked  and  obtained  permission  to 
leave  the  ship  here,  intending  to  settle  in  Cloudy  Bay. 
Two  others  ran  away  to  join  them  soon  after.  As  the 
whaling  season  was  nearly  over,  they  would  probably 
soon  repent  their  bargain,  and  be  glad  to  engage  in 
another  ship.     They  were  the  most  idle  of  our  crew ; 
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and  were  no  doubt  tempted  by  the  scenes  of  drunken^ 
ness  and  low  debauchery  going  on  in  the  bays. 

On  the  16th,  we  stood  over  to  Kapitiy  leaving  the 
Channel  with  the  ebb  tide.  About  four  miles  N.  R  of 
the  Brothers,  we  saw  a  dangerous  rock,  looking  like  a 
boat  at  a  short  distance.  As  we  neared  the  north  shore, 
we  could  distinguish  the  opening  nearly  abreast  of  the 
flat  table  island  of  Mana,  where  a  small  harbour  called 
Porirua  indents  the  wooded  hills.  These  incline  in-^ 
wards  from  the  coast  a  little  to  the  south  of  Kapiti, 
and  a  sandy  beach  succeeds  the  rock-bound  shore  which 
extends  from  Cape  Terawiti. 

As  we  approached  Kapitiy  which  has  a  high  peak  in 
its  centre,  and  is  covered  with  forest  to  the  water's 
edge,  we  made  out  some  small  islands  lying  off  its  south- 
eastern extremity.  These  form  a  very  excellent  anchor-* 
age  for  a  limited  number  of  ships.  A  whale-boat  from 
the  easternmost  island  soon  boarded  us;  and  the 
"  headsman,  "  or  commander  of  the  boat,  pilots  us  into 
an  outer  roadstead  in  twenty-two  fathoms,  which  is 
reckoned  more  convenient  for  a  large  ship  than  the  in- 
ner one,  as  a  vessel  can  more  easily  get  under  way  in 
case  of  accident.  He  told  us  that  a  sanguinary  battle 
had  taken  place  at  a  village  called  Waikanae  on  the 
mainland,  about  three  miles  from  our  anchorage,  the 
same  morning.  Many  of  the  whalers  had  witnessed 
the  contest  from  their  boats  outside  the  surf.  We  af- 
terwards gathered  the  full  particulars.  The  feast  to 
which  Te  fVeta  had  told  us  he  was  going,  had  taken 
place  on  Mana^  where  the  funeral  obsequies  of  PFaitohi, 
a  sister  of  Rauperaha^  had  been  celebrated  by  some 
thousand  natives  of  different  tribes.  On  this  occasion, 
Rauperaha  had  killed  and  cooked  one  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Rangitane  slaves,  who  brought  him  tribute  from 
the  Pelorus ;  and  had  shared  the  flesh  among  his  most 
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distingaislied  guests.  Among  these  were  the  Ngatirau^ 
kawa,  a  tribe  who  were  induced  several  years  before  by 
RoMpertiha  to  come  from  the  interior  of  the  North 
Island  in  order  to  assist  him  in  his  conquest  of  these 
parts,  and  who  were  led  by  a  renowned  chief  named 
fpatanui,  or  "  the  Great  Store."  They  commonly  re- 
side at  Otaki,  ahout  twelve  miles  north  of  ff^aikanae^and 
had  been  incited  by  lUmperaha  to  annoy  the  Ngatiawa 
on  their  first  arrival  from  Taranaki.  Feuds,  bloody 
wars,  and  a  bitter  hatred  of  each  other,  had  been  the 
consequence ;  and  some  of  their  old  grievances  had  been 
revived  by  their  meeting  at  Mana.  Rauperaha  cun- 
ningly fanned  the  flame ;  and  mutual  insults  and  re- 
criminations followed,  on  the  passage  of  the  Ngatirau- 
kawa  past  fFaikanae  to  their  homes  after  the  feast. 
Shots  were  fired  in  defiance  over  their  heads  as  they 
passed  along  the  beach,  and  even  some  pigs  which  they 
were  driving  were  taken  from  them  and  killed  by  the 
Ngatiawa.  They  prepared  for  a  contest,  were  mar- 
shalled by  their  chiefs  the  same  evening,  and,  by  pre- 
vious concert  with  Rauperaha,  attacked  the  Tf^aikanae 
pa  at  daylight. 

Two  rivers  meet  there,  the  TVaimea  and  the  fVai- 
kanae.  A  small  out-lying  village,  situated  on  the  sandy 
tongue  of  land  between  the  two,  sustained  the  first 
brunt  of  the  attack.  A  Ngatiraukawa  spy,  who  found 
a  boy  of  ten  years  old  awake  in  one  of  the  huts,  asked 
him  for  a  light  for  his  pipe,  thinking  to  make  him  be- 
lieve that  he  was  a  friend.  His  blood,  however,  was 
the  first  spilt ;  for  the  gallant  little  fellow  took  up  a 
loaded  musket  and  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot.  His 
firiends  now  invested  the  village,  which,  with  only 
about  thirty  men,  held  out  until  their  friends  from  the 
main  pa  were  roused  by  the  firing  and  crossed  the 
fVaikanae  to  their  assistance.     A  fierce  and  bloody 
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«B5iied.  ending  in  the  retreat  of  €bt  inaders, 
dbesr  total  rout  along  the  sandy  headi. 

who  had  fuled  to  hn^&e  anstanoe 
«»i  UBsnmhaon  whic^  he  kad  fromiaed  to 
WmmmmL  ItmaitA  &oaa  hs  cmfir  Jttt  m  l3kt  ikimush, 

ti  X  iiL  '^fef  arst  ^in|itoiii8 


afl  diat  we 
9»  tihe  amount 
^i    jr  aif>   JMS  :Mca.  Jsr  :^  iee&fied  had  left 

ctHafiKrors  oolTeigh- 

to  carrr  off  their 

M.   «^«a  doaeaK  ^nstt  a  3inc&  larser  number 


^c  ^Mik  «e!=c  :Mftat  ip  a  mi£$  cxew  firom  the  cabin 
.^c».  :v  ^  .^tsr  JM  :sw  dif  deM  of  battle,  the  sur- 
,^;i^6as  "^Nk;^  »eftr  aKCntmeott^  with  them,  when  a 
3iii«$^^  .WT««^  dMtt  Rm^perftka.  He  was  on  Evans's 
La^ggNf^  tae  zaiM^Kt  ^  the  :^bip  of  the  three  islets,  and 
;i»ai|A^i)s^  A  <M$m  ti>  $ei^  Colonel  Wakefield.  We 
^ws^^Nir  miW  >Miitoi  aojd  went  to  see  him. 

feli  ^M  Hfe^  i^rtunied  liom  the  sc«ie  of  bloodshed, 
%^JMdM^  W  ^ii$QS«i!r%fd  th^  he  fewi  gome  to  restore  peace ; 
iM^  ^^^<^(  ^  ;imviJ  of  our  ship,  which  was  taken 
ti^4  WMt-^wiur  by  UMMijr  i^veu  of  the  Europeans,  he 
lH^  ^Miife^iit  hilili$i^'  with  ^t  his  goods  to  the  residence 
^)|llt  li^ftlKilit  wiMi^r  iMUued  Thomas  Evans,  on 
^IJIMIII^  W  Mtiii^  i^  |W\4iivtiau  from  some  imaginary 


i4  Wiuni  wKiW  ui  Cloudy  Bay,  that  Rau- 

PffjJkn   ^M  ^fisffftmi^  himself  in  somewhat  violent 

(DM^  V>w^af4i!t  u^  R^r  ^urch«i»iug  Fort  Nicholson  without 

i|^«IMlOliMH ;  iohI  W  w^  diM^ribed  by  the  whalers  as 

^I^Hlor  K^  inv^t  dbmu  when  told  what  the  shin 
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wad,  and  as  having  inquired  anxiously  what  natives  we 
had  on  board. 

As  we  leaped  from  our  boat  he  advanced  to  meet  us, 
and,  with  looks  of  evident  fear  and  distrust,  eagerly 
sought  our  hands  to  exchange  the  missionary  greeting. 
During  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  conversation  he 
seemed  uneasy  and  insecure  in  his  own  opinion ;  and 
the  whalers  present  described  this  behaviour  as  totally 
at  variance  with  his  usual  boastfulness  and  arrogance. 
He  made  us  a  pious  speech  about  the  battle,  saying 
that  he  had  had  no  part  in  it,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  give  no  encouragement  to  fighting.  He  agreed  tQ 
come  on  board  the  next  day ;  and  departed  to  one  of  the 
neighbouring  islands. 

He  is  rather  under  the  average  height,  and  very  digni^ 
fied  and  stately  in  his  manner,  although  on  this  occasion 
it  was  much  affected  by  the  wandering  and  watchful 
glances  which  he  frequently  threw  around  him,  as 
though  distrustful  of  every  one. 

Although  at  least  sixty  years  old,  he  might  have 
passed  for  a  much  younger  man,  being  hale  and  stout, 
and  his  hair  but  slightly  grizzled. 

His  features  are  aquiline  and  striking  ;  but  an  over- 
hanging upper  lip,  and  a  retreating  forehead,  on  which 
his  eyebrows  wrinkled  back  when  he  lifted  his  deep- 
sunken  eyelids  and  penetrating  eyes,  produced  a  fatal 
effect  on  the  good  prestige  arising  from  his  first  ap- 
pearance. The  great  chieftain,  the  man  able  to  lead 
others,  and  habituated  to  wield  authority,  was  clear  at 
first  sight ;  but  the  savage  ferocity  of  the  tiger,  who 
would  not  scruple  to  use  any  means  for  the  attainment 
of  that  power,  the  destructive  ambition  of  a  selfish 
despot,  was  plainly  discernible  on  a  nearer  view. 

The  life  of  this  remarkable  savage  forms  an  sera 
in  the  history  of  New  Zealand. 
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PreriotM  to  1825  he  had  Ihred  among  his  tribe,  Ae 
NgatiU^a,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kawia,  H^mgi* 
returned  from  hifi  visit  to  England  m  1880,  prorided 
with  mnnketM  and  devoured  with  restless  amhitmi. 
Hi^  followers  heoime,  by  their  possession  of  fire-anns, 
the  mofit  fiowerful  trilie  in  New  Zealand.  At  tibeir 
head  he  ravaged  the  whole  northern  end  of  the  Nordi 
Inland,  In  f:(^nHer|uence  of  these  devastating  wars  the 
ff^aikato  and  Kawia  tribes  pressed  upon  each  other, 
and  the  latter  were  obliged  to  give  way  in  the  struggle. 

Rauperaha  had  already  gained  a  great  name  by  his 
warlike  Jiehievements  ;  and  he  was  thought  worthy  of 
a  plac!45  Hecond  only  tx)  the  head  chief  Te  Pehi  in  the 
gtiidanre  of  the  ex|)elled  tribe^  which  came  southward 
to  m*,\7A)  \\]Hm  a  new  home. 

Te  Pehi  Kupe  was  the  same  man  who  afterwards 
visit4?(l  England.  He  was  known  in  former  publications 
by  th<^  nauM^  of  Tupai  Cupa,  a  corruption  of  his  real 
tif  l<*.f  Ih?  niarricMl  a  wife  of  rank  from  the  Ngatiawd 
trilH! ;  and  llnnperaha  himself  was  descended  from  a 
Nf(rUi(iwa  mother.  The  two  tribes  were  consequently 
nlli<Hl  to  a  (•()nRideral)le  degree;  and  it  was  not  until 
the  Kawia  nMiclnnl  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Ta- 
ranahi  diHtriot,  in  which  the  Ngatiawa  dwelt,  that 
thoir  migration  wa.s  arrested  by  opposition.  Bqrond 
tin*  Iwibitnt  ionH  of  the  Ngatiawa  they  met  a  population 
rom|K)WMl  of  various  l>arl>arous  tribes,  for  the  most  part 
\\\\}  iiboriginal  or(Mi|nuits  of  those  regions. 

Tho  Ngatinuum  and  Ngarauru  occupied  the  coast 
lH»twtvn  V\\y^\  Kgmont  and  Tf^anganui.  At  the  latter 
pbuM*  thort*  was  a  mixed  }K)pulation,  formed  of  the 
t)rigiiuil  oivu|KUits,  the  Ngatimaka  and  Ngatipa,  and 

♦  Mimpolt  **  Shunghw '*  in  former  works, 
f  Volume  of  tlu>  Library  of  Entertaining  Eiiowledge,  on  the 
N«^w  SCtH^Iiuuit>r».    Loiuion,  1830. 
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the  migrators  from  a  large  and  powerful  tribe  who  had 
dwelt  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  called  Taupo,  far  in  the 
interior.  These  immigrants,  who  consisted  of  the  Nga- 
Utahi  and  Patutokoto  tribes,  had  first  compelled  a  ces- 
sion of  territory  from  the  aborigines,  and  finally  amal- 
gamated with  them  in  a  friendly  way ;  both  uniting 
under  the  generic  name  of  the  TVanganm  tribes.  The 
Ngatiapa^  Rangitane,  and  Muopoko  occupied  the  suc- 
ceeding coast  as  far  as  Kapiti,  and  also  shared  the 
southern  shores  of  Cook's  Strait  with  the  Ngahitau  who 
inhabited  Cloudy  Bay  and  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound. 
A  branch  of  the  numerous  Ngatikahuhurm  tribes  occu- 
pied the  neighbourhood  of  ff^anganui^a-te'ra,  or  "Large 
"  Bay  towards  the  Sun,"  as  Port  Nicholson  was  called, 
in  contra-distinction  to  TVangmmi  (Port  Underwood)  in 
Cloudy  Bay.* 

The  invading  party  consisted  of  the  Ngatitoay  Nga* 
titama,  and  JVgatimutunga  tribes,  led  by  their  respective 
head  men ;  and  was  directed  in  chief  by  Rauperaha 
and  Te  Pehi.  Rangihaeata,  or  "  Sky  jealous  of  the 
!'  Dawn,"  was  another  leading  chief  of  the  Ngatitoa^ 
and  had  acquired  another  name,  Mokau,  from  some 
exploit  or  defeat  at  a  river  of  that  name  south  of 
Kawia.  E  Mare  was  at  the  head  of  the  Ngatirnvr 
tunga ;  and  our  friend  "  Dog's-ear"  and  some  others 
led  the  Ngatitama. 

It  is  related  that  the  invaders  possessed  but  few  fire- 
arms ;  and  the  success  with  which  they  overcame  the  re*- 
sistance  of  their  opponents,  who  far  exceeded  them  in 
number,  seems  to  have  been  owing  rather  to  their 
having  become  well  inured  to  war  during  their  struggles 
with  the  Tf^aikato  and  other  northern  tribes,  and  to 
the  consequent  elevation  among  them  of  a  few  ex- 

*  Wanga  is  a  "  mouth  "  or  "  opening ;"  nut^  '^  large."  Thus 
many  rivers  and  harbours  have  this  common  name. 
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perienced  and  determined  chieftains,  than  to  any  vast 
superiority  in  weapons  of  war. 

Between  the  rivers  Patea  and  Wenuahuray  in  a 
commanding  position  in  the  centre  of  the  Ngatiruanui 
country,  seems  to  have  been  the  spot  where  the  first 
pause  was  made  by  the  invaders,  as  though  to  take  breath. 
A  detached  cliflF,  200  feet  in  height,  inaccessible  on 
all  sides  except  by  a  narrow  and  ascending  neck  of 
land,  formed  a  secure  position  in  native  warfare,  which 
boasted  of  no  projectile  weapons.  The  old  men  of  the 
Ngatiruanuiy  who  still  inhabit  a  pa  on  its  summit 
called  Tihoe,  describe  it  as  having  been  tenanted  by 
Rauperaha  and  his  followers  for  a  considerable  space 
of  time.  The  aboriginal  tribes  seem  to  have  sought 
shelter  in  the  interior  from  the  invading  body,  as  they 
and  their  descendants  at  this  time  inhabit  the  same 
part  of  the  coast  in  large  numbers. 

The  next  conflict  took  place  on  the  banks  of  the 
TVanganui  river.  Deep  and  wide,  it  must  have  aftbrded 
a  great  aid  in  obstructing  the  progress  of  the  con- 
querors. The  remains  are  still  in  existence,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  near  its  mouth,  of  the  extensive 
earthen  fortifications  erected  by  the  TVanganui  tribes, 
and  taken  by  Rauperaha  and  Te  Pehi ;  when  they 
destroyed  such  numbers  of  their  enemies,  that  every 
family  there  at  the  present  day  bears  the  hope  and 
desire  of  revenge.  The  Ngatiapa  and  Rangitane,  who 
dwelt  in  the  country  watered  by  the  Wangaihi, 
Turakina^  and  Rangitiki  rivers,  were  next  slaughtered 
or  put  to  flight;  and  the  Muopoko  were  compelled 
to  yield  before  the  victorious  party  as  it  swept  the 
country  between  Manawatu  and  the  island  of  Kapiti, 
opposite  to  which  a  halt  was  again  called. 

This  island,  lying  four  miles  from  the  shore,  and 
abounding  in  natural  fastnesses,  became  the  strong- 
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hold  of  the  defeated  party.  The  multitudes  who  had 
yielded  to  the  first  shock  began  to  gather  in  the  rear  of 
the  Kawia ;  and  while  they  were  closed  in  from  re- 
treat by  a  muster  on  the  Rangifiki,  the  country  to 
the  south  was  still  occupied  by  the  original  inhabitants, 
who  prepared  to  defend  their  native  land.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  small  but  vigorous  party  became  immi- 
nently hazardous. 

Rauperaha  now  sought  and  obtained  assistance  from 
the  Ngatiraukawa  or  *'  Boiling-water"  tribes,  who  at 
that  time  inhabited  the  north-eastern  shores  of  Lake 
Taupo.  About  sixty  chosen  warriors,  under  a  chief 
named  E  Ahu  Karamu,  forced  their  way  through  the 
hardships  of  the  inland  path,  and  the  dangers  and  am- 
bushes of  the  opposing  tribes,  and  joined  him  near 
Kapiti, 

It  was  about  this  time  that  a  jealousy  as  to  fame  and 
faifluence  arose  between  Te  Pehi  and  Rauperaha.  An 
anecdote  was  related  to  me  by  a  near  relation  of  2V 
Pehiy  which  is  a  full  illustration  of  Rauperaha  % 
treacherous  disposition,  even  towards  his  allies. 

It  was  after  the  repulse  of  several  united  attempts  to 
conquer  Kapiti,  that  one  night  he  left  Te  Pehi  asleep 
at  the  common  encampment;  and,  taking  with  him  all 
but  a  small  party  of  Pehts  immediate  followers  and  re- 
lations, started  for  Rangitiki ;  intending  to  obtain  the 
glory  of  a  victory  for  himself,  while  he  left  his  rival 
exposed,  with  a  weak  retinue,  to  any  sortie  which  the 
refugees  on  Kapiti  might  attempt.  Pehi,  on  waking, 
remarked  the  diminished  numbers  of  the  warriors,  and 
asked  why  the  huts  were  empty  and  Rauperaha  absent. 
"He  is  by  this  time  near  Rangitiki/'  answered  one  of 
his  followers.  "  Then  I  shall  be  master  of  Kapiti  or 
"  dead,"  replied  Pehi,  *'  by  the  time  he  returns."  He 
mustered  his  men  in  the  canoes,  and  gallantly  effected. 
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with  the  few  devoted  followers  who  had  refused  to 
desert  him,  the  conquest  which  had  been  impossible  to 
the  whole  body  when  divided  by  Rauperaha^  envious 
intrigues. 

jB  Ahu  Karamu  returned  to  Taupo,  and  related  to 
the  rest  of  his  tribe  how  fine  an  opening  had  been  made 
for  them  on  the  sea-coast,  dwelling  on  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  fishing  and  trading  with  the  White 
men.  He  bore  Rauperaha's  invitation  to  the  other 
chiefs  to  lead  their  men  to  Cook's  Strait,  where  he 
would  assign  them  a  part  of  his  conquest  to  enjoy  and 
maintain,  while  they  assisted  ,him  in  crushing  the 
remains  of  the  insurgents  about  Rangitiki  and  Manon 
toatu.  The  conflicting  opinions  as  to  the  expediency  of 
this  course  were  peremptorily  terminated  by  E  Ahu, 
who  ordered  his  young  men  to  bum  the  houses  at 
Taupo  ;  and  the  NgatirauJeawa  migrated  in  successive 
bodies  to  the  coast.  Rauperaha  then  proceeded  with 
their  assistance  to  crush  the  remains  of  the  aboriginal 
tribes;  and  only  spared  the  lives  of  the  few  Muopoko 
now  existing  in  that  neighbourhood  at  the  urgent  en- 
treaty of  Tf^utanui,  a  great  chief  of  the  N gatiraukawa^ 
to  leave  them  as  slaves  for  him. 

Manawatu,  Ohau,  and  Otaki,  and  the  shores  of  the 
HoTowenua  and  several  adjacent  lakes,  were  occupied 
by  these  recent  allies. 

In  the  mean  while,  Rauperaha  had  crossed  the  Strait, 
and  carried  destruction  among  the  peaceful  inhabitants 
of  the  Pelorus  and  other  parts  of  the  opposite  coast,  as 
I  have  previously  related. 

Early  in  1826,  Te  Pehi  went  on  board  an  English 
ship  which  was  going  through  the  Strait ;  and  obtained, 
by  his  perseverance  and  energy,  the  object  which  he 
had  most  at  heart, — namely,  a  passage  to  England,  in 
order  to  bring  back,  like  his  old  conqueror  Hongi,  a 
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Stock  of  fire-arms  :from  that  country.  He  left  his  son 
Te  Hiko  o  te  rangu  or  "  the  Lightning  of  Heaven,"  to 
take  his  station  among  the  tribe.  The  details  of 
Pehts  sojourn  in  England  are  related  at  full  length  in 
another  work.* 

During  PeM^  absence  Rauperahd^  injfluence  was 
greatly  increased  by  his  talents  for  intrigue ;  Hiko  being 
but  a  young  man,  and  of  too  little  experience  and 
authority  to  lead  warriors  or  to  wield  the  affairs  of 
numerous  allied  tribes. 

Pehi  returned  from  England  without  haying  ob- 
tained a  large  present  of  fire-arms  ;  but  with  a  strong 
disposition  to  adopt  civilized  customs  and  to  encourage 
the  friendship  and  society  of  the  White  man.  Had  he 
lived  to  this  day,  he  would  probably  have  been  a  pow- 
erful instrument  in  the  task  of  improving  his  numerous 
followers. 

Soon  after  his  return  he  proceeded  to  Banks's  Penin- 
sula in  the  Middle  Island,  in  order  to  procure  some 
greenstone  or  ponamu  from  the  Ngahitau  living  there, 
with  whom  a  truce  was  then  existing.  He  was 
treacherously  attacked,  killed,  and  eaten,  by  those 
among  whom  he  had  trusted  himself  with  the  most 
implicit  confidence. 

It  was  to  revenge  his  death  that  Rauperaha  under^ 
took,  in  1830,  the  expedition  which  has  attracted  so 
much  attention,  because  an  Englishman  lent  his  aid  in 
all  ways  to  the  bloody  and  revolting  scenes  by  which  it 
was  distinguished. 

Stewart,  the  captain  of  the  brig  Elizabeth,  trading 
fi*om  Sydney  to  New  Zealand,  and  another  White 
savage  who  acted  as  supercargo  of  the  vessel,  agreed  to 
take  Rauperaha  with  Hiko  and  a  body  of  their  followers 

*  ^  The  New  Zealanders,'  published  in  the  Library  of  Enter- 
taining Knowledge,  1830  (Account  of  Tupai  Cupa). 
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down  to  the  place,  and  to  remain  at  his  disposal  until 
he  had  accomplished  his  object,  on  condition  that  the  brig 
should  be  loaded  with  flax  on  her  return  to  KapitL 

The  White  men  landed  first  and  enticed  the  head 
chief,  Te  Mairanui,  on  board  the  ship  where  his  foes  lay 
concealed.  The  latter  then  went  ashore,  accompanied 
by  the  supercargo,  and  massacred  or  made  captives 
nearly  the  whole  unsuspecting  population,  to  the 
amount  of  two  or  three  thousand  persons.  The  'super- 
cargo boasted,  on  his  return  to  the  ship,  of  the  number 
whom  he  had  shot  with  his  own  gun,  as  though  he 
had  been  at  a  battue  of  game.  Two  White  adventurers 
who  had  been  befriended  by  the  chief  on  shore,  came 
oflF  and  cried  over  their  protector.  They  narrowly 
escaped  death  themselves,  the  captain  having  advised 
the  natives  to  get  rid  of  persons  who  might  report  the 
affair  at  Sydney,  and  bring  down  punishment  on  all 
concerned.  The  natives,  however,  unlike  the  captain, 
refused  to  injure  those  with  whom  they  had  no  quarrel ; 
and  the  White  men  were  landed  when  the  ship  returned 
to  Kapiti.  The  ship's  coppers  are  related  to  have  pre- 
pared the  inhuman  feast  of  the  cannibals  as  well  as  the 
food  of  the  other  savages ;  and  the  chief,  after  being 
exhibited  as  a  captive  at  Kapiti  and  Otaki^  was  killed 
with  the  usual  tortures,  and  his  body  dispersed  among 
the  relations  of  Te  Pehi. 

Mairanui  had  been  kept  for  four  or  five  weeks  on 
board  the  ship  by  Stewart,  as  a  hostage  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  flax :  but  when  it  was  plain  that  no  flax 
was  forthcoming,  notwithstanding  the  promises  and 
excuses  of  the  natives,  Stewart  gave  him  up  into  their 
hands,  and  sailed  away  to  Sydney  unpaid  for  his  infa- 
mous services. 

Shameful  to  relate,  although  a  deputation  from  the 
southern  tribe,  backed  by  the  representations  of  the 
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Rev.  Mr.  Marsden,  the  venerable  founder  of  the  Church 
mission  in  New  Zealand,  waited  upon  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales,  in  order  to  obtain  for  Captain 
Stewart  the  penalty  which  he  deserved,  he  escaped  with 
impunity.  The  affair  was  hushed  up ;  evidence  which 
might  have  been  obtained  was  put  out  of  the  way,  and 
he  was  tried  and  acquitted.* 

Since  Te  Pehis  death,  Ravperaha  had  become  the 
sole  Ariki  or  ruler  of  Cook's  Strait ;  easily  weighing 
down  the  balance  of  Hiko's  higher  descent  by  his 
own  superior  talents  of  deceit  and  knowledge  of  their 
little  world. 

When  the  Ngatlaica  migrated  from  Taranaki  in 
about  1834  or  1835,  he  foresaw  a  probable  obstacle  to 
his  authority,  and  moved  every  indirect  means  to  arrest 
their  progress  and  to  destroy  them  as  they  came.  He 
induced  some  of  his  old  allies  at  Taupo  to  join  with 
the  J4^anganui  tribes  in  a  powerful  opposition  to  their 
advance ;  and  when  this  manoeuvre  was  defeated  by 
Hikoy  who  led  a  large  party  to  the  rescue  of  his 
mother's  relations,  Rauperaha  hounded  the  Ngatirau- 
kawa  on  to  their  track. 

Since  their  successful  establishment,  he  had  vainly 
endeavoured  to  injure  them  by  treacherous  alliance  or 
open  enmity,  and  had  acquired  among  them  a  reputa- 
tion for  duplicity  and  cruelty  almost  unexampled  in  the 
traditions  of  even  Maori  history. 

Innumerable  accounts  have  been  related  to  me  of 
Rauperaha^  unbounded  treachery.  No  sacrifice  of 
honour  or  feeling  seems  to  have  been  too  great  for 
him,  if  conducive  to  his  own  aggrandizement  or  se- 

•  See  Evidence  of  the  Rev.  W.  Yate  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons'Committee  on  Aborigines  (British  Settlements),  1836;  and 
that  of  J.  6«  Montefiore  before  the  House  of  Lords'  Committee  on 
{^ew  Zealand,  1838. 
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curity.  He  has  been  known  to  throw  one  of  his  own 
men  overboard  in  order  to  lighten  his  canoe  when 
pursued  by  the  enemy  ;  and  he  had  slaughtered  one  of 
his  own  slaves  at  the  late  feast  at  Mana,  to  appear 
opulent  in  the  eyes  of  his  assembled  guests.  This  was 
one  of  the  poor,  submissive,  hard-working  tributaries 
whom  we  had  seen  at  the  Pelorus. 

In  his  intercourse  with  the  White  whalers  and 
traders  and  the  shipping  in  the  Strait,  he  had  uni- 
versally distinguished  himself  by  the  same  qualities. 

By  dint  of  cringing  and  fawning  upon  those  who 
showed  power  and  inclination  to  resist  his  constant 
extortions,  and  the  most  determined  insolence  and 
bullying  towards  those  whom  he  knew  to  be  at  his 
mercy,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  large  revenue 
from  the  White  population  whether  transient  or  per* 
manent,  which  he  invariably  applied  to  the  extension 
of  his  power  among  the  natives. 

He  was  always  accompanied  in  these  marauding 
excursions,  which  he  frequently  extended  over  to 
Cloudy  Bay  and  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  by  Rangi'^ 
haeata,  who  had  become  his  inseparable  companion 
since  his  rise  in  authority.  Their  respective  stations 
were  pithily  described  by  one  of  the  whalers,  who  told 
us  that  "  the  Robullery''  as  he  mispronounced  his  name, 
*^  cast  the  bullets,  and  the  Rangihaeata  shot  them." 
Rauperaha  was  the  mind  and  his  mate  the  body  on 
these  black-mail-gathering  rounds.  They  had  both 
acquired  a  violent  taste  for  grog ;  and  this,  with  fire- 
arms and  powder,  were  the  principal  articles  de* 
manded. 

The  whaling-station  on  Evans's  Island  we  found  to 
be  more  complete,  and  under  more  thorough  discipline 
and  efiicient  mangement,  than  those  in  Port  Undeiv 
wood  or  at   Te-awaML     The  boats   put  oflF  after  a 
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whale  just  as  we  arrived,  and  struck  us  by  their  pre- 
cision And  good  appointment.  The  head  of  the  party 
was  a  determined^-looking  man  of  middle  age,  named 
Tpmmy  Evans.  He  was  obliging  and  hospitable  in 
the  extreme  to  us  during  our  stay  ;  and  was  reckoned 
the  best  lyiaster  at  Kapiti. 

On  one  of  the  other  small  islands  was  a  station  con- 
ducted by  an  American,  who  is  a  renowned  enemy  of 
the  whale ;  and  two  other  stations  were  situated  on 
the  northern  part  of  the  great  island  of  Kapiti.  All 
these  stations  seemed  to  us  to  bear  a  more  jpavourable 
aspect  than  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  Strait.  But 
little  of  the  same  brutal  jealousy  existed  between  the 
different  parties,  although  there  was  plenty  of  emula- 
tion. The  whalers  were  much  more  united  among 
themselves  and  independent  of  the  natives  ;  and, 
although  frequent  drunkenness  and  fighting  went  on 
ashore,  the  duty  seemed  to  be  done  with  more  alacrity, 
and  the  native  women  appeared  to  exercise  less  in- 
fluence in  fomenting  quarrels  between  their  White 
companions.  There  were  fewer  nondescript  traders 
and  idlers  here  than  at  the  other  places ;  and  the 
**  headsmen"  or  leaders  had  less  trouble  in  keeping 
their  parties  together  and  maintaining  the  strict  disci- 
pline necessary  to  ensure  good  work. 

Evans's  party  had  taken  250  tons  of  oil,  and  he  told 
us  that  his  own  profits  alone  would  amount  to  300/. 

On  the  17th  I  accompanied  our  three  surgeons  to 
ff^aikanae,  to  carry  succour  to  the  wounded.  We  also 
took  over  E  Patu,  a  young  chief  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound,  who  had  begged  a  passage  from  Te-awa-iti, 
and  found  that  he  had  lost  his  uncle  in  the  battle. 
We  landed  on  the  sandy  beach,  in  front  of  a  small  vil- 
lage called  Te  Uruhi,  where  the  tangi  was  going  on 
over  the  corpse.     Having  left  him  among  his  mourning 
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relations,  we  proceeded  to  the  main  pa,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tf^aikanae  river,  about  a  mile  fiirthei»  north. 
We  were  loudly  greeted,  and  conducted  mto  a  large 
court  of  the  village,  where  five  hundred  men,  womai, 
and  children  were  assembled  in  a  row  to  shake  hands 
with  us.  This  was  no  small  task ;  but  in  order  to 
show  them  that  we  approved  of  their  newly-acquired 
missionary  principles,  we  carefully  went  through  the 
whole  ceremony. 

This  was  the  largest  pa  we  had  yet  seen.  The 
outer  stockades  were  at  least  a  mile  in  circumference ; 
and  the  various  passages  between  the  different  courts 
and  divisions  formed  a  perfect  labyrinth.  A  numerous 
train  of  youths  guided  us  to  the  houses  of  the  wounded 
men.  As  we  passed,  we  observed  one  of  the  dead  chiefs 
laid  out  in  state  in  the  court  before  his  warepuni.  IDs 
body  was  wrapt  in  his  best  mats ;  and  his  head,  with 
the  hair  neatly  arranged  and  copiously  ornamented 
with  feathers,  reclined  against  a  carved  post,  which  was 
paiated  with  kokowai,  or  red  ochre.  In  circles  around 
stood  or  sat  his  friends  and  relations,  wailing  and 
lacerating  their  faces  and  limbs. 

Our  surgeons  were  all  three  hard  at  work  for  some 
hours,  extracting  bullets,  binding  up  wounds,  and 
setting  broken  limbs.  We  found  the  wounds  bound 
up  by  the  natives  generally  with  the  leaf  of  the  flax, 
and  bark  splints  on  the  broken  limbs.  The  patients 
bore  pain  with  the  most  perfect  stoicism. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  viQage  professed  to  be  all 
Christians,  having  been  converted  by  native  teachers. 
Accordingly,  they  buried  their  fallen  enemies  on  the 
field  of  battle ;  adhering,  however,  in  some  degree  to 
the  native  superstitions,  by  burying  a  stock  of  tobacco 
and  pipes  with  each,  to  console  him  on  his  way  to  the 
Reinga,  or  future  life  according  to  their  belief. 
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On  our  return  to  the  ship  we  found  that  Rauperaha 
had  been  on  board,  havmg  been  received  by  Colonel 
Wakefield  with  a  salute  to  the  New  Zealand  flag, 
which  he  did  not  at  all  understand.  Indeed,  it 
rather  alarmed  him,  until  it  was  explained  that  an 
honour  was  intended  to  him  and  the  chiefs  who  ac- 
companied him. 

Mr.  Wynen  had  preceded  us  from  Cloudy  Bay ;  and 
the  chiefs  were  at  first  much  opposed  to  selling  any 
land,  saying  that  they  had  been  told  the  White  people 
would  drive  them  away  from  their  future  settlements. 
They  were  also  exceedingly  jealous  of  our  purchase  of 
Port  Nicholson. 

Colonel  Wakefield,  after  much  discussion,  appeared 
to  convince  them  of  the  friendly  intentions  of  the  White 
j)eople  towards  them,  and  that  they  would  be  much 
benefited  by  their  arrival ;  and  they  finished  by  saying, 
"  Look  at  the  land !  if  it  is  good,  take  it ! " 

Rauperaha  staid  on  board  to  dinner,  with  his  wife, 
a  tall  Meg-Merrilies-like  woman,  who  had  a  bushy 
head  of  hair,  frizzled  out  to  the  height  of  six  inches 
all  round,  and  a  masculine  voice  and  appetite.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  his  last  wife  by  a  former  husband. 

Rauperaha  and  several  other  of  the  Kawia  chiefs 
drank  ardent  spirits  freely,  repudiating  the  use  of 
water,  and  refusing  with  great  contempt  anything  less 
than  a  full  tumbler.  It  did  not  seem,  however,  to 
have  the  same  effect  upon  them  that  it  would  have 
upon  a  person  unhardened  to  the  use  of  liquor. 

Rauperaha  sat  for  his  portrait  to  Mr.  Heaphy,  and 
made  a  noisy  demand  for  a  waistcoat  in  payment  as 
soon  as  the  sitting  was  over.  Indeed,  he  asked  shame- 
lessly for  everything  which  he  saw,  and  he  seemed 
well  used  to  being  refused. 

On   the    18th,  the   chiefs  were   again   on    board. 
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until  the  21st,  when  they  came  o£P,  and  the  proposition 
was  again  made  to  them  of  purchasing  the  whole  of 
their  rights  and  claims  of  whatever  sort  to  land  on 
both  sides  of  the  Strait. 

They  again  discussed  the  matter  very  fully,  and 
asked  to  look  at  the  goods.  This  was  complied  with ; 
and  though  they  evidently  considered  the  quantity  as 
far  beyond  anj^ing  they  had  yet  seen  or  heard  of  in 
pajrment  for  a  thing  so  great  a  drug  as  land,  they  could 
not  refrain  from  haggling  and  bargaining  for  an  addi- 
tion to  the  heap.  Hiko  requested  more  soap,  women's 
clothing,  slates,  and  such  useful  articles ;  while  Rau* 
peraha  and  his  party  pressed  for  more  fire-arms  and 
powder.  This  was  arranged,  after  some  trouble  and 
disagreement;  and  Colonel  Wakefield  proceeded  to 
explain  to  them,  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  the  whole 
force  of  the  bargain  into  which  he  wished  to  enter  with 
them.  A  plan  of  those  parts  of  the  two  islands  over 
which  their  conquests  extended  was  carefully  examined 
by  them ;  and  it  was  fully  explained  to  them  that,  after 
this  transaction,  they  would  have  no  more  land,  or 
rights  over  land  of  any  sort  to  sell,  and  that  they 
could  not  receive  any  further  payment  whatever  here- 
after for  any  land  if  they  joined  in  this  agreement. 
They  were  also  told  that  a  suitable  portion  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  chiefs,  with  their  families  and  suc- 
cessors, would  be  made  tapu  for  them  for  ever ;  and 
that  those  natives  who  worked  for  the  White  people 
would  be  paid  by  them  for  their  labour.  All  this  was 
repeated  to  them  over  and  over  again  in  different  forms, 
till  they  showed  themselves  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
bargain  which  they  were  to  accept  or  refuse.  They 
ended  by  agreeing  fully  to  every  provision ;  and  Raupe- 
raha  dictated  to  me  the  native  names  of  all  the  places 
on  both  coasts  to  which  they  had  any  claim,  whether 
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by  conquest  or  mheritfince.  This  c^ieration  took  some 
time,  a$  I  made  him  repeat  some  of  the  names  several 
times,  in  order  to  write  them  down  clearly,  and  as 
he  showed  me  the  )x>$ition  of  each  on  the  map  be- 
fore mentioned.  He  then  joined  with  the  others  in 
consenting  to  cede  the  whole  of  his  rights  whatsoever 
to  land  in  those  places.  They  all  agreed  to  come  on 
board  to  sign  tlie  deed,  and  receive  the  payment,  the 
next  day. 

Hikoy  however,  fell  ill,  and  bad  weather  pre- 
vented the  others  from  leaving  the  shore.  Rauperaha, 
who  is  not  to  be  deterred  by  anything  from  his  own 
selfish  objects,  came  off  through  a  rough  sea,  in  a  sub- 
stantial, strong-built,  well-manned  canoe,  and  tried  tx) 
induce  Colonel  W^akefield  to  conclude  the  transaction 
without  Hiko.  **  He  is  only  a  boy,''  said  he,  **  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  land.  Give  me  the  goods^ 
with  more  powder  and  arms.  Of  what  use  are  blan- 
kets, soap,  tools,  and  iron  pots,  when  we  are  going  tx) 
**  war  ?  \^Tiat  does  it  matter  whether  we  die  cold  or 
warm,  clean  or  dirty,  hungry  or  full  ?  Give  us  two- 
barrelled  guns,  plenty  of  muskets,  lead,  powder,  car- 
tridges, and  cartouch-boxes.'^  His  proposition  was  of 
course  quietly  refiised. 

A  small  brig,  the  SjTen,  arrived  here  from  S3^dney 
to-day  in  the  thick  of  the  gale  from  N.W.  Having 
tried  to  beat  up  after  passing  the  island,  she  was  baffled 
by  the  adverse  wind  and  tide ;  and  Tommy  Evans,  who 
^^as  prevented  by  their  bad  management  in  going  about 
from  succeeding  in  a  gallant  effort  to  get  on  board,  had 
a  desperate  pull  back,  which  lasted  two  or  three  boun, 
against  tide  and  wind.  We  went  on  board  her  whea 
she  anchored,  on  the  gale  abating  in  tlie  evening,  and 
found  her  in  a  wretched  state,  ^he  had  no  binnade, 
and  only  a  boat-compass;  no  second  suit  of  suls,  a  boat 
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not  sea-worthy,  a  broken  windlass,  no  chronometer, 
and  she  was  ab^ady  so  short  of  food  that  the  passen- 
gers were  living  on  the  peas  out  of  the  grummets  used 
to  keep  the  plates  on  the  table.  The  captain  told  us 
that  great  excitement  had  been  caused  in  Sydney  by 
the  news  of  our  expedition  and  its  objects ;  and  that 
many  parties  were  preparing  to  come  down  to  this  part 
of  New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  tracts  of 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  intended  settlements. 
Even  in  this  ship  were  numerous  deeds  sent  down  to 
agents  here  in  order  to  confirm  some  purchases  agreed 
upon  at  former  times,  and  for  which  some  small  pre- 
pajrment  had  been  made. 

23rd. — The  Tory  having  shifted  her  berth  nearer  to 
the  two  small  islands  on  which  the  natives  principally 
reside,  the  chiefs  again  came  oflF,  Hiko  and  his  uncle  in 
a  nice  whale-boat  belonging  to  the  former.  A  third 
korero  took  place  before  about  twenty  White  witnesses 
and  a  numerous  attendance  of  natives  from  the  shore, 
so  that  the  deck  was  quite  crowded.  All  expressed 
their  perfect  consent  to  the  sale,  and  asked  for  the  pay- 
ment to  be  made.  The  goods  were  accordingly  got  up 
and  placed  on  deck.  Colonel  Wakefield  had  added  a 
bale  of  clothing,  and  several  other  useful  articles,  at  the 
request  of  Hiko^  who  had  persuaded  the  others  to  cease 
their  clamours  for  fire-arms.  A  dozen  fowling-pieces, 
included  in  the  payment,  were  brought  up  and  placed, 
ready  for  distribution,  on  the  companion-hatch. 

Rauperaha^  Tungia,  and  the  other  warlike  chiefs, 
rushed  at  these  in  the  wildest  manner,  each  attempting 
to  seize  one ;  but  they  were  all  immediately  removed  out 
of  their  reach ;  and  Hiko,  who  had  been  trying  on  one 
of  the  coats  preparatory  to  the  distribution,  no  sooner 
saw  the  selfishness  and  ill-faith  of  his  rivals,  than  he 
took   off  the   coat,   called   to  Rangihiroa^  who   had 
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remained  an  unmoved  spectator  of  the  whole  scene,  and 
steered  his  boat  to  the  shore  in  high  dudgeon. 

Colonel  Wakefield  immediately  declared  the  nego- 
tiation at  an  end,  and  ordered  the  goods  below.  The 
turbulent  chiefs  loudly  vented  their  disappointment  at 
this  aspect  of  the  affair,  laid  the  blame  on  each  other 
and  on  him,  and  accused  him  of  partiality  to  Hiko. 
They  asked  why  he  was  to  be  set  before  the  old  men, 
and  what  he  had  to  do  with  the  land,  to  be  considered 
for  so  much  ?  Some  of  them  even  made  some  of  their 
customary  grimaces  at  Colonel  Wakefield,  exprcissive 
of  defiance  and  contempt ;  and  Tungia  began  dancing 
about  and  uttering  a  violent  harangue,  which  seemed 
to  indicate  an  intention  to  attack  the  ship.  Some  few 
small  articles  were  pilfered  from  the  heaps  in  the  con- 
fusion, and  taken  ashore  under  the  mats  of  slaves  who 
had  been  set  to  do  this. 

They  threatened,  and  tried  every  means  to  intimidate 
Colonel  Wakefield  into  proceeding  with  the  affiiir. 
They  said  they  would  sell  the  land  to  the  French  and 
Americans,  or  to  the  ships  from  Port  Jackson,  of 
which  they  said  plenty  would  come  presently;  and, 
finally,  they  expressed  their  determination  to  go  to 
Port  Nicholson  and  kill  all  our  natives  there. 

Throughout  this  critical  scene  Colonel  Wakefield 
displayed  the  most  admirable  courage  and  presence  of 
mind.  He  laughed  at  their  taunts,  and  treated  their 
threats  with  indifference ;  and  at  length  told  them  that 
they  must  leave  the  ship,  whether  the  affiiir  went  on 
or  not,  if  they  could  not  behave  more  quietly.  He 
refused  their  repeated  proposals  to  buy  their  lands,  and 
to  leave  Hiko  to  deal  for  his  own ;  and  managed,  by 
exemplary  command  of  temper  and  countenance,  and 
by  a  due  mixture  of  firnmess  and  mildness  in  Ms 
replies^  not  only  to  subdue  their  riotous  disposition,  but 
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to  bring  them  round  to  as  friendly  a  spirit  as  they  had 
been  in  before  the  disagreement  arose. 

After  all  had  gone  ashore  but  Rauperaha  and  Tun- 
gia,  who  remained  in  hopes  of  getting  the  two  guns 
as  presents^  which  they  had  selected  and  declared  tapu 
for  themselves,  we  again  shifted  our  berth,  in  order  to 
take  up  ^  more  sheltered  position.     In  doing  this,  we 
experienced  a  heavy  tide-rip  and  some  severe  squalls  o£F 
the  island ;  and  when,  during  one  of  these,  the  vessel 
careened  over,   and  the   spanker-boom   flew  in  half, 
Rauperaha  was  in  a  most  abject  state  of  fear ;  asking 
me  whether  she  would  not  turn  right  over,  and  repeat- 
ing, as  he  stood  trembling  with  his  face  to  windward, 
a  long,  rapid  incantation  to  the   spirit  of  the   gale. 
During  one  of  our  tacks,  which  extended  to  some 
distance,  we  increased  his  fears  by  a  joking  offer  to 
take  him  to  Port  Nicholson,   that   he   and   Tungia 
might  execute  their  purpose  of  killing  TVarepori  and 
our  natives. 

On  the  24th,  Rauperaha  and  Hiko  determined  to 
make  up  their  difference,  and,  unsolicited  by  Colonel 
Wakefield,  came  on  board  unattended.  They  looked 
for  some  time  over  some  books  of  plates  in  the  cabin, 
talking  on  different  subjects,  and  then  requested  that 
the  deed  of  conveyance  might  be  read  to  them.  This 
was  done,  and  the  whole  translated  and  fully  explained 
to  them.  The  map  was  also  again  placed  before  them, 
and  they  pointed  out  the  places  to  which  they  had  a 
claim,  saying,  that  no  one  lived  on  a  great  part  of  it, 
and  that  this  part  was  of  no  use  to  any  one,  and  least 
of  all  to  them. 

They  then  both  signed  the  deed ;  Hiko  making  a 
cross  opposite  his  name  with  the  pen  which  I  held  for 
him,  but  Rauperaha  making  a  peculiar  mark  of  his 
own  with  the  pen  in  his  own  hand.     They  then  left 
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the  tshif,  each  with  his  two-barrelled  gan,  and  pro- 
mifiied  that  the  rest  of  the  chiefs  should  sign  the  deed 
on  the  morrowy  when  the  rest  of  the  goods  were  to  be 
delivered. 

On  the  next  day  this  was  done.  Ramperaha  and 
Charley  signed  by  proxy  for  their  relations  in  Cloudy 
Bay»  and  old  Te  ff^etUy  who  was  also  present,  bat 
played  only  second  fiddle  among  this  crime  de  la'  crime 
of  New  2iealand  aristocracy,  for  his  son  Mark,  who  was 
said  to  be  of  great  authority  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
DTTrville's  Island. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  share  for  Rangihaeata  should 
remain  on  board,  and  that  his  signature  should  be 
obtained  at  Mama,  where  he  then  was.  He  arrived, 
hoii^^ver,  in  a  canoe,  on  the  26th ;  and  after  some  blus- 
tering and  speechifying,  he  signed  the  deed,  and  took 
his  allotted  share. 

Nayti  left  us  here,  wishing  to  go  and  stop  with  his 
relations  near  Mana  till  the  emigrant  shipe  should 
arri\'e.  ihi  finding  that  all  our  persuasions  and  en- 
treaties to  him  to  remain  with  us  were  unavailing. 
Colonel  Wakefield  gnuited  him  permisskm  to  go ;  and 
he  got  into  a  canoe  full  of  his  friends  bound  for  that 
place>  with  all  his  boxes  and  goods. 

Rimpen»A($^  who  neglected  no  opportunity  of  plun- 
der»  had  is^veral  times  tried  to  profit  by  Nayti*8  former 
statement  that  they  were  nearly  related.  Although 
this  was  not  the  fact,  he  had  on  the  earliest  occaaion 
demanded  mtm  of  Colonel  Wakefield  for  having 
brought  hb  tiommii^  or  ^^  ehUd,"  in  the  ship ;  and  on 
our  receiving  the  account  of  the  capsizing  of  our  cotter 
one  day*  Xayti  being  oiie  of  the  party  <m  board,  he 
ran  to  my  uncle  and  claimed  hk  lelatkii^s  proper^, 
beJMre  we  could  possibly  know  whether  anj  one  wis 
drowned  or  not.     On  another  occ«sioii»  he  bad  imps- 
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dently  seized  a  gun  belonging  to  Nayti,  who  was  too 
much  ashamed  to  say  "  no,"  but  was  almost  crying  with 
grief;  and  the  robber  would  have  carried  it  ashore  had 
we  not  instantly  interfered. 

After  the  sale,  he  was  constantly  coming  on  board 
to  beg  for  whatever  he  saw  or  desired ;  and  was  once 
much  annoyed  by  my  giving  a  sword-stick  to  Hiko^ 
the  only  one  of  the  assembled  chiefs  in  the  cabin  who, 
although  admiring,  had  not  asked  for  the  treasure. 
Rauperaha^  attempts  to  obtain  things  were  incessant 
and  untiring.  Threats,  prayers,  and  temptations,  (such 
as  offering  to  prostitute  to  Colonel  Wakefield  a  young 
slave-girl  from  those  on  his  island,)  were  all  tried  in 
succession ;  and,  although  constantly  foiled,  he  seemed 
never  to  despair. 

Colonel  Wakefield,  having  visited  TVaikanaey  was 
eagerly  received  by  the  missionary  natives  there,  who 
offered  to  sell  their  land;  but  for  no  consideration 
except  the  munitions  of  war,  as  they  wished  to  defend 
themselves  against  the  Ngatiraukawa. 

E  Patu,  and  some  other  chiefs  deputed  from  their 
number,  went  over  with  us  to  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound ; 
where  we  intended  to  effect  a  contract  with  the  Nga- 
tiawa  residing  there,  similar  to  that  which  we  had  con- 
cluded with  the  Kawia  at  Kapiti. 

A  strong  gale  of  wind  off  the  entrance  of  the  Sound, 
on  the  29th,  carried  away  our  foreyard  and  some  of  our 
rigging,  and  left  us  in  a  very  dangerous  position  in  the 
midst  of  a  boiling  tide-rip,  driving  fast  on  to  the 
Brothers.  We  escaped,  however,  by  means  of  the 
superior  sailing  qualities  of  the  Tory,  and  the  admi- 
rable management  of  Captain  Chaffers,  and  ran  under 
the  shelter  of  Mana  to  repair  our  damages. 

We  found  this  island  flat  on  the  top,  with  high  cliffs 
all  round,  except  on  the  side  towards  the  main,  where 
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a  snug  amphitheatre  contams  the  pa  in  which  Rangi- 
haeata  and  a  few  followers  usually  reside,  and  also  the 
establishment  of  the  White  man  owning  the  island.  A 
small  flock  of  sheep  and  fifty  head  of  cattle,  with  two 
draught-horses,  are  attached  to  this  sort  of  half*farm, 
half  whaling-station.  The  ownership  was  in  dispute 
between  the  last  purchaser  of  this  island  and  the  agent 
of  the  last  owner,  a  Sydney  merchant^  who  had  n^- 
lected  to  advise  his  agent  of  the  sale. 

The  first  White  owner  of  this  island  was  a  Mr.  Bell ; 
whose  White  widow,  quite  mad,  lives  among  the  natives, 
and  has  acquired  all  their  habits  and  ways  of  living. 
Mana  has  since  passed  through  the  hands  of  many 
owners,  all  dependent  on  the  caprice  and  humour  of 
Rangihaeata  and  the  other  Kawia  natives,  who  have 
been  used  to  kill  the  sheep  for  their  fleeces,  and  to 
commit  other  outrages  at  their  will.  During  die  late 
feast  we  were  told  that  fifty  sheep  had  been  sacrificed. 

On  the  31st,  we  arrived  in  East  Bay,  opposite  Ship 
Cove,  followed  in  by  a  Bremen  whaler  who  did  not 
know  the  coast  and  wanted  hands.  I  accompanied  my 
uncle  in  a  fatiguing  walk  over  the  hills  to  Hokikare. 
We  ascended  from  Grass  Cove,  where  the  boat's  crew 
of  Captain  Fumeaux's  ship  was  massacred  and  eaten  in 
1 770.  We  found  there  two  or  three  whalers'  suihmer 
residences,  and  were  served  with  a  meal  before  pro- 
ceeding. 

At  Hokikare  we  found  the  natives  preparing  to 
embark  for  ff^aikanae,  in  order  to  take  part  in  any 
fighting  which  might  succeed  the  battle.  Tipihhi 
collected  sixty  picked  men,  with  whom  he  meant  to 
make  a  raid  on  Rauperahas  island,  and  seize  him,  in 
order  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  father  in  some  former 
snare  laid  by  the  old  intriguer. 

We  proceeded  to  Dicky  Barrett's  at  Te^aweh-iti ;  and 
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having  engaged  the  natives  to  postpone  their  expeditiopi 
in  order  to  take  part  in  the  treaty  at  East  Bay,  we  re- 
turned to  the  ship  in  a  boat.  During  our  absence, 
Jaeky  Love,  the  trader  whom  I  mentioned  as  having 
obtained  the  aflfection  of  the  natives  by  his  kindness 
and  generosity,  had  died.  Two  hundred  natives  fol- 
lowed his  body  to  the  grave ;  and  they  subsequently 
erected  a  monument  over  it  such  as  usually  graces  the 
tomb  of  a  great  chieftain.  This  was  a  canoe  stuck 
upright  in  the  ground,  some  20  feet  high ;  painted  in 
fanciful  designs  with  red  and  black  dye,  and  edged  all 
round  with  a  fringe  of  feathers. 

From  the  1st  to  the  8th  of  November  was  spent  in 
negotiating  with  the  natives,  who  collected  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred,  and  formed  encampments  on 
the  different  islands  and  beaches  near  the  ship,  for  a 
total  cession  of  all  their  rights  and  claims.  The  same 
full  explanations  were  made  that  had  been  used  in  the 
two  former  cases ;  and  the  same  care  taken  that  ample  ^ 
deliberation  and  due  calmness  should  insure  the  per- 
fect validity  and  truth  of  the  transaction. 

Much  diflSiculty  occurred,  both  during  these  discus- 
sions and  at  the  distribution  of  the  goods,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  chieftains  of  great  influence 
to  take  the  lead  in  treating  and  speaking  for  the  others. 
Innumerable  petty  disagreements  had  to  be  put  an  end 
to,  and  jealousies  to  be  appeased ;  and  as  no  one  chief 
possessed  sufficient  authority  to  undertake  this  task, 
much  more  trouble  and  annoyance  necessarily  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Wakefield.  His  usual  patience,  deter- 
mination, and  good  temper  did  not  fail  him  ;  and  he 
fuUy  succeeded  in  conciliating  their  universal  good- 
wiU. 

The  result  of  this  equality  of  authority  among  so 
wild  a  rabble  gave  rise  to  a  disagreeable  scene,  during 
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the  distribution  of  the  goods  after  the  execution  of  the 
deed  by  the  numerous  chiefs. 

One  of  the  many  smaller  tribes  composing  the  Ngor 
tiatctty  namely  the  Puketapu,  consisted  of  particularly 
quarrelsome  and  unruly  members ;  and,  after  the  other 
tribes  had  taken  their  shares  ashore,  this  one  found  it 
impossible  to  arrange  the  distribution  without  a  taua 
or  ''scramble." 

I  was  in  the  'tween  decks  when  it  began ;  and,  hear- 
ing a  loud  and  continued  stamping  on  the  deck, 
thought  the  natives  were  "  rushing"  or  attacking  the 
ship.  Under  this  impression,  I  sprang  aft  to  obtain  a 
weapon  of  defence  from  among  those  always  ready  in 
the  cabin.  On  my  way,  I  met  E  fPlti,  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  a  tribe  which  had  effected  a  quiet  division ; 
and  he  reassured  me  by  telling  me  that  no  harm 
would  be  done  to  the  White  people,  and  that  I  had 
better  go  up  in  the  rigging  and  look  upon  the  way  in 
which  the  natives  divided  their  goods. 

Following  his  advice,  I  clambered  up  into  the  long- 
boat between  the  masts,  and  was  at  first  bewildered  at 
the  sight.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  natives  were 
piled  above  the  various  heaps  of  goods,  writhing,  strug- 
gling, stamping,  puUmg  each  others'  hair  and  limbs,  tear- 
ing blankets,  shivering  whole  cases  of  pipes  and  looking- 
glasses,  and  withal  yelling  and  screaming  in  the  most 
deafening  manner.  Some  of  the  wildest  had  stripped 
naked.  Disengaging  themselves  for  a  moment  from  the 
mass,  they  tightened  the  thong  of  their  tomahawk- 
handle  round  their  wrist,  and  prepared  to  plunge  into  the 
thickest  of  the  mass,  where  some  dearly-prized  article 
was  in  contention  among  a  heap  of  furies.  Barrett, 
however,  and  some  other  White  men  well  known  to 
the  natives,  pinioned  the  arms  of  two  or  three  of 
the  wildest  with  their  own,  and  gradually  restored 
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order  and  peace.  The  combatants  looked  exceedingly 
crestfallen  as  they  gathered  up  the  remains  of  the 
broken  things  ;  but  took  especial  pains  to  tell  us  that 
it  was  no  fault  of  ours,  but  the  porangi  or  '*  foolish- 
"  ness"  of  the  Maori.  Others,  who  had  assumed  a  quiet, 
watchful  attitude  during  the  disturbance,  smilingly 
produced  from  under  their  mats  some  chain-hook, 
sounding-lead,  or  other  handy  weapon,  with  which 
they  had  armed  themselves  in  case  of  the  worst. 

During  the  negotiations,  our  old  tormentor  at  Ship 
Cove,  "  Dogskin,''  once  appeared  alongside ;  but  upon 
our  recognizing  him,  although  his  costume  was  much 
altered,  and  pointing  him  out  to  the  attention  of  Bar- 
rett and  the  surrounding  natives,  he  was  evidently  much 
ashamed,  and  went  right  away.  Nor  did  he  ever  re- 
turn on  board.  Ngarewa  attended  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, and  received  his  share  of  the  payment. 

On  the  9th,  Colonel  Wakefield  landed  and  took 
formal  possession  in  the  name  of  the  Company. 

We  had  now  obtained  the  rights  and  claims  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  owners  of  land  on  both  sides  of 
Cook's  Strait. 

The  Kawia  claimants  by  conquest,  and  the  Ngati- 
awa  or  actual  occupants,  had  both  been  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  in  a  general  way.  It  remained  to  satisfy 
the  tribes  resident  along  the  sea-coast  of  the  northern 
shore,  between  Tf^aikanae  and  the  Sugar-loaf  Islands. 
Colonel  Wakefield  left  it  to  future  times  to  deal  with 
the  Ngatiawa  of  TVaikanaey  many  of  whose  chiefs 
had  been  concerned  in  this  last  affair,  and  who  had 
seemed  moreover  well  inclined  to  join  in  the  trans- 
action on  the  occasion  of  Colonel  Wakefield's  recent 
visit  to  them.  He  also  postponed  to  a  less  disturbed 
season  the  idea  of  dealing  with  the  Ngatiraukawa.  And 
he  resolved  next  to  proceed  to  Turanakiy  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  now  scanty  occupiers  of  that  extensive  and 
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fertile  region,  by  the  mediation  of  Banett  and  the 
ambassadors  from  Port  Nicholson. 

Considering  a  large  district  as  secured  on  each  side 
of  the  Strait,  only  subject  to  satisfying  the  least  im- 
portant inhabitants.  Colonel  Wakefield  named  the  two 
provinces  respectively  North  and  South  Durham,  in  ho- 
nour of  the  then  Governor  of  the  New  Zealand  Land 
Company. 

Having  promised  a  passage  across  to  Waikimae  to 
some  of  the  chiefs,  we  sailed  for  Kojpiii  on  the  11th ; 
but  a  N.W.  wind  and  baffling  tide  ddadned  us  in  the 
Strait  until  the  next  morning.  At  daylight  Kapiti 
lay  about  five  miles  to  the  S.E.  of  us.  A  small  barque 
carrying  the  New  Zealand  flag  passed  between  us  and 
the  island,  and  then  hove  to  under  our  lee.  We  were 
in  great  hopes  that  this  might  prove  our  surveying-ves- 
sel, and  hove  to  in  order  to  communicate  with  her.  A 
whale-boat  came  on  board  from  the  stranger,  and  soon 
dispersed  our  sanguine  conjectures.  She  proved  to  be 
an  American  whaler,  which,  having  been  wrecked  in 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  had  been  purchased  by  some  one 
there,  repaired,  and  fitted  out  under  the  New  Ziealand 
flag,  and  sent  down  here  to  take  up  a  whaling  cs^tain, 
previous  to  going  on  a  voyage  in  the  South  Seas.  Cap- 
tain Lewis,  or  "  Horse"  Lewis,  as  he  was  more  gene- 
rally called,  the  American  of  whom  I  have  spoken  be- 
fore as  heading  a  station  on  one  of  the  small  islets  near 
Kapiti,  was  the  man  of  whom  they  were  in  search, 
and  the  sailing  captain  came  on  board  of  us  to  ask  where 
Kapiti  was.  We  shewed  it  to  him  under  his  nose, 
and  told  him  to  follow  us  in  to  the  anchorage ;  giv- 
ing him  also  as  pilot  an  old  whaler  who  accompanied 
Barrett,  named  Heberly,  but  more  commonly  known 
as  "  Worser."  We  then  rounded  the  north  point 
of  Kapiti,  and  anchored  in  the  outer  roadstead  off 
Evanses  Island.     The  whaling  barque  was  christened 
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Tokerau  on  her  adoption  of  a  new  flag.  This  is  the 
native  name  of  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  signifies  lite- 
rally "  the  hundred  rocks." 

We  found  that  during  our  absence  a  barque  had 
been  here  from  Sydney,  with  au  agent  sent  to  purchase 
land  for  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Levi,  merchants  in  that 
place.  The  whalers  told  us  that  he  had  purchased 
Kapiti  J  which  we  knew  to  have  been  purchased 
already  so  many  times,  that  we  omitted  both  that  and 
Mana  from  the  list  of  places  to  which  we  had 
bought  the  natives*  rights.  This  agent  had  also  bought 
a  piece  of  land  on  the  main  near  TVaikanae  ;  and  he 
had,  although  informed  by  every  one  that  the  natives 
had  made  the  whole  of  their  rights  over  to  Colonel 
Wakefield  a  few  days  before,  declared  that  he  would 
buy  any  land  in  order  to  prevent  the  Tory  from  ob- 
taining it.  He  had  accordingly  promised  to  give  a 
small  schooner  for  the  Ohiere,  or  Pelorus  River. 

We  were  detained  a  week  here  by  a  succession  of 
light  baffling  winds  and  calms. 

During  this  interval,  TVarepori  and  several  other 
chiefs  from  Port  Nicholson,  who  had  joined  the  muster 
at  TVaihanae^  came  across  in  their  war- canoes  to  see  us. 
On  one  occasion,  three,  well  manned  and  armed,  bearing 
together  nearly  one  hundred  men,  came  alongside.  They 
look  very  pretty  when  at  full  speed.  The  finely-carved 
head  and  stem  of  the  canoe  are  ornamented  with  feathers 
of  the  pigeon  and  albatross ;  and  bunches  of  the  latter 
plumage,  or  of  that  of  the  gannet,  are  disposed  along 
the  batten  which  covers  the  joint  of  the  bottom  and 
top  side  of  the  canoe.  The  men  are  placed  at  equal 
intervals  along  either  side  to  paddle ;  and  they  keep 
excellent  stroke  to  the  song  of  two  leaders,  who  stand 
up  and  recite  alternate  short  sentences,  giving  the 
time  with  a  taiaha  or  long  wooden  spear.     Two  ex- 
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perienced  hands  in  the  stem  use  larger  paddles  for 
steering. 

The  taiaha  is  rather  a  long-handled  club  than  a 
spear.  It  is  generally  made  of  fnanuka,  a  very  hard, 
dark,  close-grained,  and  heavy  wood.  When  polished 
with  oil,  it  becomes  nearly  black.  The  taiaha  is  about 
six  feet  long.  At  one  end  is  carved  a  representation  of 
a  man's  head,  thrusting  out  his  tongue,  which  forms  a 
sort  of  spear-head.  His  eyes  are  represented  by  small 
pieces  of  the  mother-o'-pearl-like  shelly  which  I  have 
before  alluded  to  as  used  for  their  fish-hooks,  let  into 
the  wood.  The  tongue  and  face  are  all  minutely 
carved  so  as  to  represent  the  tatu.  Above  the  fore- 
head, a  part  of  the  stalk  of  the  weapon  is  covered  with 
the  bright-red  feathers  from  under  the  wing  of  the 
kaka  or  large  parrot,  to  represent  the  hair ;  and  an 
abundant  tuft  of  long,  white  dog's-hair  imitates  the 
feaithers  or  head-dress.  The  taiaha  is  held  just  above 
the  dog's-hair,  and  flourished  in  the  right  hand  with 
the  tongue  downwards.  From  this  place  the  stalk 
gradually  expands  into  a  flat,  sharp-edged  blade,  about 
three  inches  wide  at  the  end ;  and  this  is  the  part  used 
to  strike  in  fighting,  both  hands  managing  the  weapon 
like  a  qmirter-staiff'. 

n^arepori  could  hardly  talk  about  the  prospect  of  the 
:^ttlers  arriving  at  Port  Nicholson.  His  mind  was 
quite  unsettled  by  the  w^urlike  aspect  of  affidrs,  and  he 
s|K>ke  of  the  probability  of  his  death  in  the  aj^roaching 
content.  We  ascertained  that  about  800  fighting'-men 
had  mustered  at  ffaikaHae,  and  that  there  would  soon 
be  600  more  of  the  Xgatiawa  tribe  firom  di&rait  parts 
of  the  Strait 

RtMpen^ha  had  been  for  some  time  at  Otaki^  as  it 
was  supfiosed  inciting  the  \gtiimnJeu9ra  to  renew  the 
attack. 
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One  day  that  fVarepori  was  talking  to  us  on  deck, 
we  spied  a  strong,  large  canoe  stealing  along  under  the 
land  of  Kapith  about  a  mile  from  us,  and  apparently 
anxious  to  escape  observation.  On  applying  the  spy- 
glasses, we  made  out  the  "  Old  Sarpent,"  or  **  Satan,"  as 
the  whalers  call  him,  crouching  down  in  his  canoe, 
and  occasionally  casting  a  timid  glance  towards  the 
crowd  of  canoes  which  surrounded  our  ship,  and  urging 
his  men  to  pull  harder.  He  had  just  returned  from 
OtakiyBxaSi  seemed  anxious  to  reach  his  own  island  un- 
observed by  the  Ngaiiawa.  PFarepori,  however,  who 
had  made  him  out  as  soon  as  any  of  us,  manned  his 
war-canoe  and  started  at  racing-pace  to  cut  oft*  his  re- 
treat. Forty  paddles  against  six  or  seven  was  no  fair 
match.  Rauperaha,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
effect  the  passage  between  the  innermost  islet  and 
Kapitiy  and  so  avoid  the  rencontre,  found  his  ma- 
noeuvring of  no  avail,  and  the  two  canoes  remained 
motionless  at  half  musket-shot.  The  particulars  of 
the  interview  were  related  to  me  by  some  natives  on 
Hiko^s  island  the  same  evening. 

JVarepori  reproached  him  with  his  constant  in- 
triguing and  setting  their  enemies  against  the  Nga- 
tiawa.  He  warned  him  of  what  might  happen  to 
himself  should  these  latter  prove  victorious. 

Rauperaha  answered  in  the  most  submissive  man- 
ner, that  he  had  no  such  designs;  and  abjured  all 
fighting,  saying  that  he  would  yield  Kapiti  to  Ware- 
poriy  and  retire  himself  to  Wairau,  near  Cloudy  Bay. 

Having  thus  appeased  his  interlocutor's  anger,  he 
invited  him  ashore  to  a  meal ;  and  apparent  friendly 
relations  lasted  on  the  two  islets  inhabited  by  Jliko 
and  Rauperaha  all  the  night.  The  latter  did  not 
come  on  board  of  us,  but  returned  to  Otaki, 

Oil  the  17th,  we  had  got  our  anchor  up,  and  sailed  a 
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little  way  before  a  light  soatherly  breeze,  whicb  £uled, 
however,  when  we  had  got  O]^)osite  to  JVaikanae, 

While  we  were  anchored  with  a  kedge,  three  chiefs, 
belonging  to  the  Wanganui  tribes,  came    o£f  from 
JVmk€mae  to  commence  negotiations  for  the  sale  of 
their  district.     They  were  allied  to  the  Ngatiawa^ 
and  had  taken  great  part  in  the  defence  of  the  place 
on  the  16th  of  last  month.     They  heard  all  the  usual 
^Lplanations,  described  the  boundaries  within  which 
their  claims  lay,  and,  after  receiving  a  fowling-piece 
each  in  part  payment,  signed  a  deed  which  had  been 
translated  to  them.     Two  of  them,  Te  Kiri  Karamu 
and  STe  Rangi  TVakaruruay  returned  on  shore.     Kuru 
Kanga,  the  son  of  the  latter,  and  principal  chief  of 
Wanganuiy  remained  on  board  to  show  us  the  en- 
trance of  the  river,  and  that  we  might  land  him  to 
prepare  his  people  for  the  completion  of  the  purchase 
on  our  return.     He  was  an  active,  intelligent  man; 
and  seemed  highly  anxious  to  have  White  men  among 
his  people.     He  was  attended  by  a  slave,  who  acted 
famously  as  valet-de-chambre,  anticipating  the  slight- 
est want  of  his  master.     This  chief  had  taken  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  the  battle  of  Waikanae.     He  was 
universally   known   as   a  brave   warrior  and   skilful 
general;   and  I   have  since  been  told   by  fVatanui^ 
E  Ahuy  and  other  principal  chiefs  of  the  Ngatiraukawa, 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  his  determined  gallantry  and 
that  of  his  attendants,  they  should  have  won  the  day. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  as  we  lay  nearly  be- 
calmed off  the  sandy  beach  between  TVatkanae  and 
Otakty  Rcmperaha  came  on  board,  on  his  way  from  the 
latter  place  to  Kapiti.    He  seemed  ill  at  ease,  although 
we  greeted  him  kindly  notwithstanding  our  aversion 
for  his  character.     He  asked  for  some  grog,  and  then 
took  an  early  opportunity  of  stating,  in  the  most  bare- 
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faced  way,  that  he  should  sell  some  land  to  the  vessel 
from  Port  Jackson,  as  he  wanted  more  guns,  and  had 
only  sold  us  Taitapu  and  Rangitoto ;  that  is.  Blind 
Bay  and  D'Urville's  Island  ! 

Colonel  Wakefield  reproached  him  instantly,  and  in 
the  strongest  terms,  with  his  falsehood  and  duplicity ; 
making  Brooks,  the  interpreter,  repeat  to  him  several 
times  that  he  had  behaved  as  a  liar  and  a  slave,  instead 
of  a  great  chief.  Rauperaha  maintained,  however,  an 
imperturbable  silence,  giving  no  answer  to  this  severe 
attack,  or  to  the  reproaches  which  all  the  cabin-party 
addressed  to  him.  He  demanded  and  drank  another 
glass  of  grog,  and  then  got  into  his  canoe,  which 
pulled  for  Kapiti. 

We  were  of  course  much  hurt  by  this  rapid  repudia- 
tion of  his  bargain ;  and,  though  we  depended  entirely 
upon  the  perfect  justice  and  openness  of  the  agreement 
which  we  had  made  with  him,  before  so  many  wit- 
nesses and  in  such  explicit  terms,  for  our  justifica- 
tion before  the  world,  we  foresaw  some  obstacles 
already  arrayed  against  the  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
Strait  during  the  life  of  this  deceitful  old  savage.  It 
seemed  natural  to  suppose,  however,  that,  whether 
obliged  to  govern  and  protect  ourselves,  or  acknow- 
ledged and  fostered,  as  we  hoped,  by  the  British 
Government,  we  should  always  possess  a  force  able  to 
protect  the  plantations  against  any  of  his  evil  designs, 
and  to  maintain  the  execution  of  any  just  bargain, 
whether  or  not  he  should  be  inclined  to  abide  by  it  at 
a  future  period. 
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Punishment  of  adultery — Return  of  the  Guide — Two  deeds  signed 
— Preparations  for  a  skirmish — Mediation — ^Barracoota  fishing — 
Arrival  at  Port  Nicholson. 

In  the  evening  a  fine  breeze  swept  us  past  Otaki ; 
and  in  the  morning  we  were  far  north  of  the  Wan- 
garmi  river.  E  Kuru  and  his  attendant  were  now 
fairly  puzzled ;  they  had  never  seen  their  country 
from  further  out  at  sea  than  they  go  in  their  canoes ; 
and  as  all  the  land  north  of  TVaikanae  is  level  and 
low  for  a  great  distance  inland,  so  as  not  to  bear  any 
distinguishing  features  from  the  Strait,  they  confounded 
diflFerent  parts  of  this  monotonous  coast. 

Dicky,  however,  recognised  the  land  as  being  be- 
tween Patea  and    Wanganui.      We   therefore   took 
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advantage  of  a  fine  north-east  breeze  ofl'  the  land  to 
run  along  close  to  it,  towards  the  place  we  sought.  I 
remamed  in  the  main-top  most  pf  the  day,  gazing  with 
delight  on  the  extensive  tract  of  level  plains  which 
stretched  back  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  from  the  edge 
of  the  cliflfe  which  form  the  shore.  Smokes  from 
two  or  three  bays  to  the  northward  appeared  to  in- 
vite our  approach.  As  we  ran  along  under  all  sail 
in  the  smooth  water  sheltered  by  the  land,  in  some 
places  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  shore,  we  at  onie 
place  got  into  shoal  water,  six  and  then  four  fathoms 
as  we  neared  a  stony  point.  JE  Kuru  warned  us  to 
stand  off  before  his  caution  was  confirmed  by  the  lead. 
The  weather  was  too  thick  for  us  to  distinguish  the 
mountains,  which  lie  far  distant  to  the  east  and  south-^ 
east  We  stood  off  for  the  night  under  easy  sail ;  and 
found  ourselves  in  the  morning  abreast  of  the  river  s 
mouth,  about  three  miles  off.  A  sandspit  on  the  90uth 
side  seemed  to  shut  up  all  but  a  narrow  channel  with 
foaming  breakers.  We  now  bade  farewell  to  E  Kuru 
and  his  attendant,  who  got  into  a  boat  with  Barrett, 
The  chief  was  landed  at  a  pa  about  two  miles  up  the 
river  ;  and  Barrett  returned  after  sounding  on  the  bar; 
just  in  time,  for  the  wind  had  freshened  fast  from 
the  time  he  left,  and  shifted  round  to  west-north-west 
in  a  squall,  so  that  we  were  soon  obliged  to  beat  off 
the  coast  under  close-reefed  topsails  in  a  smart  gale. 

Barrett  reported  two  fathoms  as  the  shoalest  water 
on  the  bar  at  half-ebb,  and  deep  water  when  once 
inside.  He  described  the  natives  as  much  alarmed  at 
our  close  approach  to  the  coast,  dreading  some  repeti- 
tion of  the  expedition  made  by  the  Alligator  in  1834. 

We  gathered  from  him  that  the  coast  is  quite  low, 
backed  by  barren  sand  hummocks,  along  the  whole 
distance  between  IVaikanae  and  JVanganui ;  to  the 
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oortii  of  whicb  cli&  of  mudexBte  Tifl^ht:  ■■"■■■■wmi^ 
«ud  eontmuf  all  Toimd.  wiHii  but  isw  -Uihai!i'U|itams,  to 

Burmc:  ^le  nest  «5?m  dayc  ^pe  :wb«  torniBrtBi  ty 
feA  ^alfl^  fimn  kstvmni  iimit  imd  aimA  <^^ 
^nr.  and  cahn  niDcmlieifal:  Tiigrhte.  In  our  iwriaBWi  ttada 
towards  1^  coast  n^e  eould  £ncpieiitly  ifistsagush 
hretiss  in  1^  diff.  ^diidi  Saxrett  jBcngBBBd  ats  die 
locstaane  of  TV*  JTiuul  Mlaiauae,  waA  odusr  i|k4s  iuh 
depod  iuuDitf  W  l3ie  rkibB  oT  'die  ATfigrtmr,  and  at 
viiich  lie  liad  Tef toaed  during  1^  grcaSt  wgntion  of 

We  •eDJjoped  TTiagnrfifwitt  ivvs  of  T«igv  jRirv,  a 
hi^h  SQcmnr  iDaimtadzi  abanit  nrndty  ules  fiom  the 
OQMt,  in  -aiuich  the  mmfftmm  tabs  its  iise»  and 
also  <^  Maimt  EcnKuxi  or  Tkivadb.  Hie  latter 
Ibrms  a  beantifDl  oJ^^od:  froan  t]ie  sea.  It  lises  gra- 
duMf  and  erenly  from  a  dorle  tiiiity  or  fiaiy  miles  in 
djameter,  one-tfaird  of  wiiick  donrle  is  Awmed  l^  itte 
sea.  With  the  exception  of  a  small  groiqi  of  low  lulls 
near  the  Sugar-loaf  Islands  the  land  between  the  sea 
and  the  mountain  forms  an  inrerted  amphidieatre, 
woodad  down  to  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  the  difi. 
The  open  ground  seemed  also  interspersed  witb  wooded 
portions.  The  Ngattawa  natiyes  on  board  with  Bar- 
rett almost  cried  with  joy  as  they  looked  once  more  on 
vAmt  all  the  natives  agree  in  describing  as  the  garden 
of  the  country.  We  found  soundings  in  all  parts  of 
the  bay  between  Kapiti  and  Cape  Egmont.  The  lead 
gave  thirteen  fathoms  at  three  miles'  distance  from  the 
antruncti  of  fVanganui. 

Wa  at  length  anchored  to  the  north  of  the  middle 
HugHr-Ioaf  Island,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  in  eight 
fathomH,  A  long  swell  from  S.W.  made  us  roll  very 
hanvily. 
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A  volcanic  peak  at  Sugar-loaf  Point  shoots  up  to  the 
height  of  500  feet.  Two  islands  lie  at  the  distances  of 
one  and  two  miles  respectively  to  the  westward ;  and 
several  islets  and  extensive  reefs  are  scattered  about  on 
the  southern  side  of  the  point.  Barrett  went  off  in  a 
whale-boat,  accompanied  by  E  Ware  and  Tuarau^  the 
two  young  deputies  from  Port  Nicholson ;  but  he  found 
the  surf  too  heavy  for  landing.  They  succeeded  in 
making  themselves  known  to  some  natives  on  the  beach, 
two  of  whom  swam  off  through  the  surf,  and  came  on 
board  the  Tory. 

An  interesting  scene  now  took  place :  Maori  custom 
had  prevented  any  communication  in  the  boat;  and 
even  for  some  time  after  they  had  got  on  board,  all  four 
sat  weeping  on  the  deck,  with  their  heads  buried  in 
their  mats. 

One  of  the  two  strangers  at  length  rose,  and  after 
the  ceremony  of  rubbing  noses  had  been  performed  by 
all,  he  related  in  a  recitative  dirge,  beautifully  affecting 
in  its  tone  and  expression,  the  hardships  and  dangers 
which  had  been  endured  by  those  on  shore  since  the 
retreat  of  the  main  body  of  their  relations.  Their 
numbers,  he  said,  had  been  wofuUy  diminished  by  the 
predatory  incursions  of  the  fVaikato  war-parties.  They 
had  repeatedly  been  besieged  in  their  strongholds  on  the 
peak  or  the  islands  ;  and,  unable  to  trust  themselves  so 
far  from  places  of  refuge  as  to  cultivate  to  any  extent, 
had  lived  in  a  great  measure  on  fish  and  fern-root. 
"But,"  he  said,  "though  we  muster  now  no  more 
"  than  threescore,  we  have  determined  to  remain  on 
"our  dear  native  land,  and  to  struggle  on  through 
;"  fear  and  hunger.  We  are  glad  to  see  our  brothers 
"  from  Port  Nicholson,  and  our  old  White  friend." 

Tuarau  answered  them  in  an  encouraging  strain ; 
telling  them  how  he  had  brought  White  men  to  pay 

l2 
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them  for  their  land,  and  to  protect  them  from  their 
enemies ;  and  how  a  like  protection  had  been  needed 
and  secured  by  his  fathers  in  the  south.  He  drew  a 
short  sketch  of  our  progress  and  intentions,  and  then 
delivered  the  advice  o{£!puniBxtd  ff^arepori,  that  they 
should  sell  Taranakt  to  their  good  pcJcehay  or  White 
man. 

The  next  morning  we  landed  Barrett  and  his  train, 
including  Tuarau.  It  was  declared  impossible  to  col- 
lect the  different  chiefs  connected  with  the  district  of 
Taranakt  in  less  than  a  week,  as  some  of  them  resided 
far  off.  Colonel  Wakefield,  therefore,  determined  to 
leave  Barrett  here  to  prepare  the  natives  for  the  sale, 
and  to  proceed  himself  at  once  to  Hokianga^  and  KaZ'^ 
para,  two  harbours  in  the  north  of  the  island,  where 
he  had  to  discover  and  take  possession  of  certain  dis- 
tricts which  had  been  acquired  by  the  Company  from 
former  purchasers  before  we  left  England.  Dr.  Die£fen- 
bach  was  also  persuaded  by  my  uncle  to  land  here,  and 
seize  the  opportunity  of  examining  Mount  Egmont  and 
the  surrounding  country,  so  highly  interesting  to  the 
geologist,  and  of  which  so  little  was  yet  known  from 
authentic  sources.  The  surf  was  still  exceedingly  high 
on  the  beach ;  but  the  whale-boats  landed  Dicky  and 
all  his  goods  and  chattels,  animate  and  inanimate,  by 
an  early  hour  in  the  afternoon,  and  we  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  to  the  northward,  before  a  fine  frresh 
breeze. 

E  Ware  had  determined  to  accompany  Colonel 
Wakefield  in  his  peregrinations ;  Jim  Crow  considered 
hunself  now  as  much  attached  to  the  ship  as  her  figure- 
head ;  and  a  native  of  Rotoma  (one  of  the  South  Sea 
Islands),  named  "Saturday,"  who  had  been  whaling 
under  Barrett,  also  made  his  choice  for  the  Tory. 

.  *  Erroneously  spelt  Jokeeangar  and  Shukeeanga  on  some  maps. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  first  of  December,  we  came 
in  sight  of  what  we  supposed  to  be  the  heads  of  Ho^ 
kianga.  We  had  on  board  some  printed  directions, 
given  us  in  England,  stating  that  a  regular  pilot  lived 
at  the  entrance,  and  that  a  flag-staff  on  the  south  head 
was  used  to  direct  ships,  by  its  signals,  over  the  bar. 
As  we  could  see  no  flag-staff,  and  as  the  sea  appeared 
to  break  right  across  the  entrance,  we  fired  several 
guns,  but  received  no  answer.  Accordingly,  we  stood 
off  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  ran  down  about  ten 
miles  to  the  south,  and  found  the  real  place.  We  had 
been  last  night  off  Jf^angape  harbour,  a  place  some- 
times called  False  HokiangUy  on  account  of  its  great 
similarity  to  this  harbour.  The  thick  weather  had 
prevented  any  observations,  and  our  dead  reckoning 
had  led  us  into  this  error.  We  passed  safely  over 
thie  bar,  directed  by  the  flag-staff,  which  is  very  ingeni- 
ously arranged,  so  as  to  incline  to  the  right  or  left  as 
may  be  required,  A  vessel  entering  or  going  out  has 
to  obey  its  motions  by  standing  in  the  corresponding 
direction.  We  found  a  quarter-less-four  on  the  shoalest 
part  of  the  bar,  which  was  not  breaking  anywhere. 
The  pilot,  Mr.  Martin,  came  on  board  after  we  had 
passed  all  the  dangers,  and  took  charge  of  the  ship  up 
the  river. 

Immediately  at  the  entrance  were  high  sand-hills ; 
but  the  appearance  of  the  banks  improved,  being  clear 
and  level  for  some  way  back  as  we  advanced.  About 
twenty  miles  up  the  river  the  banks  had  become  irre- 
gular and  wooded.  At  a  place  called  the  Narrows 
they  approach  one  another  within  two  ships'  lengths, 
having  been  as  much  as  a  mile  or  two  apart  up  to  that 
place.  Two  or  three  miles  above  the  Narrows,  and 
twenty-six  miles  from  the  river's  mouth,  we  anchored 
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close  to  two  other  barques  which  were  loading  kauri* 
timber  for  New  South  Wales.  On  the  bank  to  our 
left  was  the  house  and  store  of  a  timber-dealer  and 
general  storekeeper.  In  front  was  a  small  flat  island, 
on  which  were  some  sawyers'  and  blacksmiths'  work- 
shops. On  either  side  of  this  island  a  tributary  of  the 
Hokianga  flowed  into  the  pool  in  which  we  lay.  To 
the  right  a  point  of  land  just  hid  from  us  the  buildings 
of  the  head  Wesleyan  mission.  In  ascending  the 
river  we  had  passed  Herd's  Point.  This  is  a  tract  of 
land  that  was  purchased  by  the  agent  of  the  Company 
of  1825,  mentioned  in  the  first  chapter,  which  had 
become  incorporated  with  the  New  Zealand  Land 
Company.  It  is  a  tongue  of  land  formed  by  the  junc-^ 
tion  of  two  tributaries,  and  is  quite  level  and  covered 
with  small  wood.  We  heard  that  the  portion  puiv 
chased  only  comprised  about  half  a  square  mile,  and 
high  hills  bound  its  inner  side. 

We  found  the  whole  country  about  the  Hokianga 
river  very  irregular ;  and  though  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  valuable  and  available  land,  it  is  much  dispersed 
among  steep  hills,  and  intersected  by  innumerable 
creeks  and  mangrove-swamps.  At  low  water  the 
banks  of  the  rivers  have  a  most  dismal  appearance ; 
these  swamps  and  extensive  banks  of  mud  drying  out 
to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  sound  bank,  and 
thus  making  the  operation  of  landing  extremely  diflSi- 

cult  and  inconvenient. 

During  the  next  two  days  we  visited  different  parts 

of  the  river.   At  Mangungu,  the  Wesleyan  Missionary 

st.ation  above  mentioned,  we  met  with  Mr,  Bumby^ 

then  Chairman  of  the  mission. 

We  found  in  this  gentleman  a  truly  worthy  teacher 

*  Spelt  Kowdie  in  many  works. 
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of  the  Christian  religion.  Endowed  with  considerable 
talents^  which  were  improved  by  an  excellent  educa- 
tion, Mr.  Bumby  could  bring  enlarged  views  to  bear 
on  the  appointed  tasks  of  himself  and  his  brother  mis- 
sionaries«  His  manners  were  conciliating,  and  essen- 
tially those  of  a  gentleman  and  man  of  the  world ;  and 
he  willingly  conceded  that  our  eflforts  and  those  of  the 
mission  might  work  in  perfect  harmony. 

Mr.  Bumby  had  visited  Port  Nicholson  in  the 
schooner  which  I  before  mentioned ;  and  we  now  felt 
more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  native  teachers  left 
there  had  been  led  by  jealousy  to  exceed  their  duties. 
He  imagined,  however,  that  he  had  secured  the  piece 
of  ground  at  Te  ArOy  on  which  the  houses  and  future 
chapel  had  been  built.  Colonel  Wakefield  told  him 
how  the  natives  had  disregarded  this  verbal  agreement 
unaccompanied  by  payment;  but  assured  him  that 
he  would  be  at  all  times  ready,  in  fulfilment  of  his 
instructions  from  the  Company,  to  reserve  a  sufficient 
place  in  the  future  town  for  the  location  of  a  chapel 
and  mission-house  of  each  of  the  two  stations. 

Accompanied  by  Mr.  Hobbs,  another  missionary, 
Mr.  Bumby  had  walked  along  the  coast  from  Kapiti 
to  this  place,  doing  much  good  on  his  way.  In  the 
course  of  our  frequent  visits  to  the  mission,  and  his  to 
the  Tory,  we  collected  a  great  deal  of  useful  informa- 
tion, and  acquired  a  strong  friendship  for  the  excellent 
Mr.  Bumby.  When  he  was  afterwards  unfortunately 
drowned  by  the  upsetting  of  a  canoe  in  the  Frith  of 
the  Thames  while  in  the  pursuit  of  his  praiseworthy 
labours,  by  none  of  his  friends  was  he  more  sincerely 
regretted  than  by  those  who  learned  to  esteem  the 
virtues  of  his  character  at  Mangungu, 

At  the  mission  were  some  poor  farm-buildings ;  a 
press,  which  was  worked  by  natives  under  the  direction- 
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of  Mr.  Wood,  the  printer ;  and  a  Teiy  nice  chapel. 
The  buildings  were  of  kauri  timber,  which  works  up 
very  well.  The  rooms  lined  with  this  wood,  carefully 
planed,  had  the  neat  appeairance  of  a  work-box. 

In  different  places  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  huge 
logs  of  this  valuable  wood  lay  ready  for  sale  or  embark- 
ation. The  few  natives  about  the  settlemeat  were 
extensively  employed  in  lumbering,  and  made  large 
profits  by  this  work  and  the  sale  of  the  trees.  We 
were  much  struck,  however,  by  the  di£krence  of  cha* 
racter  as  well  as  physical  appearance  of  the  natives  here 
in  comparison  with  those  of  our  friends  in  Cook's 
Strait.  The  latter  had  appeared  far  superior  in  stature, 
and  muscular  power.  There  was  here,  moreover,  none 
of  the  same  eagerness  to  supply  a  ship  with  provisions. 
In  all  the  harbours  of  Cook's  Strait,  we  liad  always 
been  surrounded  by  canoes,  bearing  more  than  sufficient 
for  our  consumption.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
difficult  to  procure  fresh  provisions,  even  by  sending  to 
the  residence  of  the  chiefs.  Entirely  borne  away  l^ 
the  high  profits  arising  from  the  great  competition  be-s 
tween  White  men  for  the  kauri  logs,  they  neglected,  to 
cultivate  the  ground,  and  disdained  going  in  their  canoes 
to  catch  any  of  the  fish  which  abound  near  the  heads. 
During  the  whole  time  that  we  lay  here,  we  had  not  a 
single  canoe  come  alongside  for  the  purpose  of  barter, 
and  were  obliged  to  procure  our  fresh  provisions  at  an 
exorbitant  price  from  a  haggling  White  dealer* 

The  rest  of  the  natives,  who  are  all  professed' 
Christians,  were  accustomed  to  collect  from  different 
parts  of  the  neighbourhood  on  the  Saturday  afternoon, 
in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  morrow's  servioes. 
They  occupied  a  collection  of  temporary  huts  at  the 
foot  of  the  gentle  slope  on  which  the  chapel  and 
mission  are  built.     I  was  much  struck  by  their  niise^; 
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rable  outward  appearance.  They  were  wretchedly 
clothed,  covered  with  dirt,  badly  supplied  with  food, 
generally  speaking  weak  and  sickly-looking,  and  alto- 
gether more  abject  in  their  manners  and  miserable  in 
their  condition  than  the  slaves  at  the  Ohiere;  who, 
however  poor  and  degraded,  had  at  least  some  lightness 
of  heart  and  physical  energy.  The  missionary  native? 
showed  no  curiosity  as  to  us,  and  hardly  turned  their 
heads  to  answer  a  question ;  they  seemed  to  have  lost 
all  the  MaorV^  natural  vivacity  and  inquisitiveness,  and 
to  be  a  generation  whose  feelings  and  natures  were 
blunted. 

In  a  word,  they  appeared  tamed  without  being  civi- 
lized. Together  with  the  ferocity  they  had  lost  the 
energy  of  the  savage,  without  acquiring  either  the 
activity  or  the  intelligence  of  a  civilized  man. 

They  performed,  however,  their  part  of  the  religious 
ceremonies  on  Sunday  with  great  order  and  decorum  ; 
joining  universally  in  the  responses  and  hymns,  and 
listening  with  marked  attention  to  the  sermon  which 
followed. 

On  the  Monday  they  again  disappeared;  havings 
excited  no  feeling  in  my  mind  but  that  of  sincere  pity 
for  their  degraded  physical  state. 

About  two  miles  above  Mangungu,  we  found  the  es- 
tablisliment  of  Lieutenant  Macdonnell,  who  had  been 
some  years  in  this  country,  and  who  had  sold  his 
claims  to  certain  districts  of  land  here  and  at  Kaipara 
to  the  Company.  We  had  left  him  in  England,  but 
had  brought  with  us  his  deeds  for  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion, and  letters  to  his  agent,  Mr.  Mariner.  A  brig^ 
was  loading  kauri  spars  at  the  river-side.  A  nice 
wooden  house,  belonging  to  Lieutenant  Macdonnell, 
stood  on  a  terrace  about  fifty  yards  back  from  the 
river.     Mr.  Mariner  had  a  comfortable  cottage  on  the 
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bank  below,  buried  in  the  midst  of  flourishing  gardens. 
The  fig  and  prickly  pear  were  growing  well  in  the 
open  air ;  and  a  vineyard,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty 
vines  of  different  sorts^  promised  great  things.  Some 
cattle  belonging  to  Mr.  Macdonnell  were  running  on 
the  tops  of  the  hills,  and  one  of  these,  which  we  bought 
for  the  ship,  was  very  fair  meat. 

De  Thierry's  wild  scheme  of  assuming  the  sove- 
reignty of  New  Zealand  was  of  course  opposed  by  the 
natives  and  White  settlers  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  and 
Hokianga.  Mr.  Busby  printed  a  circular  to  the  chiefs, 
inviting  them  to  resist  his  designs ;  and  the  Church 
missionaries  took  active  measures  for  their  overthrow. 
On  arriving  in  New  Zealand  in  1835,  he  was  much 
disappointed  when  he  found  his  visionary  scheme  quite 
unlikely  to  succeed;  and  he  was  also  foiled  in  the, 
more  legitimate  hope  of  acquiring  an  indisputable  title 
to  a  large  tract  of  land,  by  means  of  the  700/.  which 
he  had  given  to  Mr.  Kendal  for  that  purpose. 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Kendal  had  purchased  some 
land  for  ihirty'sioo  axes ;  and  De  Thierry  had  been 
involved  in  constant  disputes  with  the  vendors  and 
their  sons  ever  since.  On  one  occasion  he  sent  to 
Colonel  Wakefield  for  protection  against  an  aggression 
meditated  upon  him  and  his  family  l^  a  turbulent 
young  chief,  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  about  the 
ownership  of  some  logs  of  timber.  An  armed  boat 
from  the  Tory,  sent  up  to  his  residence,  had  the 
effect  of  maintaining  peace,  xintil  a  chief  named  -Netw 
or  Thomas  Walker,  who  was  much  on  board  our  ship, 
had  been  persuaded  by  my  uncle  to  go  and  pacify  the 
aggressor,  his  own  brother.  Colonel  Wakefield  him- 
self paid  the  Baron  a  visit,  and  described  his  fietmily 
as  exceedingly  interesting  and  well-bred,  but  suffering 
from  distress  and  constant  alarm. 
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We  saw  nothing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop^ 
Monseigneur  Pompalier,  who,  we  were  told,  had  lately 
bought  land  for  a  missionary  station  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  made  many  converts.  He  had  been  at- 
tacked by  both  sects  of  Protestant  missionaries  in  the: 
most  intolerant  manner. 

Colonel  Wakefield  took  for^ial  possession  for  the 
Company  of  Herd's  Point,  and  of  a  district  of  land 
opposite  called  J^otukaraka,  bought  of  Mr.  Macdon- 
nell,  in  the  presence  of  the  original  vendors.  He  then 
sent  a  messenger  over  to  the  Bay  of  islands,  to  procure 
the  attendance  of  Rewa  and  some  of  the  other  chiefs  of 
the  Ngapuhi  tribe,  who  had  made  a  cession  of  some  land 
on  the  banks  of  the  Kaipara  river  to  Mr.  Macdonnell. 

This  gentleman  had  obtained  from  the  chiefs  of  the 
Ngapahi  a  promise  in  writing  to  sell  him  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  KaiparUy  which  they  had  recently  con- 
quered, provided  he  brought  a  vessel  into  that  river. 
He  had  effected  this  with  the  Tuty  a  small  schooner 
built  at  Hokianga ;  and  his  consequent  right  of  pre- 
emption had  been  bought  by  the  Company. 

We  met  the  chiefs  assembled  at  Hauraki,  Mr.  Mac- 
donnell's  station ;  and  they  confirmed  the  agreement,  and 
deputed  a  chief  named  Taonui  to  go  with  us  to  Kai-^ 
para  and  show  us  the  land  in  question. 

Previous  to  sailing.  Colonel  Wakefield  purchased 
from  a  lady,  representing  herself  to  be  the  widow  of 
Captain  Blenkinsopp,  some  deeds  professing  to  l>e  the 
original  conveyance?  of  the  plains  of  ffairau  by  Rau-* 
perahay  liangihaeatay  and  others  to  that  gentleman^ 
in  consideration  of  a  ship-gun.  They  were  signed  with 
elaborate  drawings  of  the  moko  or  taiu  on  the  chiefs* 
faces. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  we  set  sail  for  Kaipara. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th,  we  anchored  in  ten^ 
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fathoms,  on  the  tail  of  one  of  the  extensive  banks 
which  lie  outside  the  entrance  of  that  harbour  to  the 
distance  of  five  or  six  miles  from  the  land.  We  caught 
in  two  hours  enough  snapper  to  last  the  whole  ship's 
company  for  many  days. 

19th. — This  morning  I  was  awakened  by  Dr.  Dorset, 
who  told  me  that  we  were  aground.  As  I  was  swing- 
ing in  a  cot,  I  could  not  feel  any  bumping,  and  treated 
his  announcement  as  a  joke.  On  his  repeated  state- 
ments, however,  I  put  my  foot  on  deck,  and  soon  felt 
a  tremendous  bump.  I  dressed  in  haste  and  hurried 
on  deck. 

We  had  trusted  almost  entirely  to  a  chart  with 
which  we  had  been  furnished  by  Lieutenant  Macdon- 
nell  in  England,  and  which  proved  totally  erroneous, 
omitting  any  description  of  a  bank  which  lay  in  the 
midst  of  the  main  channel  as  drawn  by  him.  As  it 
was  quite  calm,  we  had  been  towing  in  with  three 
boats  ahead  on  the  top  of  the  flood-tide,  and  no  break- 
ers had  pointed  out  the  shoal  water.  One  cast  of 
the  lead  had  given  twelve  fathoms;  and  the  next, 
**  quarter-less-three"  and  a  heavy  bump.  A  long 
rolling  swell  from  the  westward  was  increasing  in 
force  every  minute. 

The  usual  measures  to  get  the  ship  ofiF  were  taken, 
but  in  vain.  Captain  Chaffers  and  the  well-disci- 
plined crew  exerted  themselves  most  creditably.  Five 
of  our  guns,  three  or  four  anchors  and  cables,  a  deck- 
load  of  spare  spars  which  we  had  taken  in  at  Hokitmga, 
and  several  other  heavy  articles,  were  thrown  over- 
board. Kedges  were  carried  out  and  hauled  upon, 
but  with  no  eflfect.  Some  heavy  mill-stones  and 
paving-flags  were  got  up  out  of  the  hold  and  rolled 
overboard.  One  of  them  was  carelessly  sent  through 
our  best  whale-boat,  which  lay  at  the  gangway. 


ft 
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During  half-an-hour  the  ship  continued  to  bump 
heavily.  An  old  man-o'-wars  man,  who  had  joined 
us  in  Plymouth  Sound,  amused  me  much  by 
his  determined  ^ang  Jroid  on  this  occasion.  He 
happened  to  have  been  in  the  Pique  frigate,  on  the 
famous  voyage  which  she  made  across  the  Atlantic 
without  a  rudder  after  striking  on  a  rock  on  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland.  He  was  now  at  the  helm ; 
and  coolly  rolled  his  quid  in  his  mouth,  as  he 
related  in  a  low  tone  the  more  appalling  dangers  of 
that  adventure,  or  warned  me  to  keep  further  from  the 
wheel,  each  time  that  a  bump  of  the  rudder  made  it 
spin  round  like  the  fly-wheel  of  a  steam-engine.  "  This 

is  only  soft  sand,"  said  he  ;  "I  Ve been  bumping  on 

hard  rocks  for  a  day  and  night  and  no  harm  done  : 
"  shear  a  little  further  off  the  wheel,  sir,  and  mind 
"  your  legs  with  them  chains," — then  a  bump  and 
whir-r-r-r  went  the  wheel — "  only  soft  sand,  sir  ! " 
as  he  rolled  his  quid  over,  and  again  handled  the 
wheel.  "  All  right,  sir,"  to  an  inquiring  glance  from 
the  captain  as  to  the  feel  of  the  rudder — then  another 
great  bump,  and  warning,  and  whirling,  and  rolling  of 
the  quid,  and  then  he  resumed  his  yam  as  quietly  as  if 
nothing  were  the  matter. 

The  tide  having  ebbed,  it  became  impossible  that 
the  vessel  should  come  off  until  the  next  flood.  Co- 
lonel Wakefield  mustered  a  crew  of  volunteers  from 
the  cabin  to  pull  ashore  in  the  whale-boat  which  re- 
mained whole,  and  obtain  assistance  from  the  Navar 
rino,  a  vessel  which  we  had  been  told  at  Hokianga 
was  loading  spars  about  thirty  miles  up  the  river.  We 
thus  left  the  most  useful  men  on  board,  with  the  long- 
boat and  cutter,  the  two  best  boats.  E  TVarCy  Sa- 
turday, Mr.  Heaphy,  Dr.  Robinson,  Dr.  Dorset,  and 
myself  were  to  pull  at  the  oars,  thus  having  one  spare 
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hand  to  relieve  the  tired;    and  Colonel   Wakefield 
steered. 

Just  previous  to  our  leaving,  the  cutter  had  towed 
the  long-boat,  bearing  one  of  the  anchors,  to  some 
distance  from  the  ship,  and  dropp^  the  anchdr  in 
order  to  get  a  heave  on  it  the  next  tide.  The  violence 
of  the  ebb,  which  now  ran  like  a  sluice  past  the  ship, 
had  prevented  them  from  towing  the  empty  long-boat 
back ;  and  they  had  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  pull 
only  the  cutter  back,  double-banking  the  oars.  In 
our  haste  we  had  forgotten  to  notice  this  circumstance ; 
and  we  were  no  sooner  out  of  the  eddy  formed  by  the 
ship,  than  we  were  hurried  along  seawards,  notwith- 
standing all  our  efforts. 

The  heavy  swell  had  now  begun  to  break  on  the 
outer  edge  of  the  shoals,  and  the  roar  sounded  louder 
and  louder  in  our  ears  as  we  drifted  nearer  to  the 
breakers.  The  day  was  cloudless,  and  the  sun,  nearly 
at  the  zenith,  distressingly  hot.  The  chronometers 
and  deeds  had  been  placed  in  the  stern-sheets  for 
safety,  but  not  a  drop  of  water.  We  worked  until  we 
could  perspire  no  longer,  and  then  the  toil  was  ex- 
cessively painful.  An  ineffectual  attempt  to  anchor  in 
one  of  the  channels  had  only  lost  us  ground,  the  line 
having  proved  too  short ;  and  we  were  soon  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  outer  breakers,  which  seemed 
to  menace  certain  destruction.  When  in  the  boat, 
we  had  been  unable  to  distinguish  the  deep  channel, 
as  it  is  tortuous,  and  several  smaller  channels  perplex 
the  observer  so  near  the  level  of  the  water,  and  the 
tide  appeared  to  set  across  both  channels  and  banks. 

The  spot  where  the  vessel  struck  was  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  sea ;  and  we  were  now  so  far  to  sea- 
ward of  the  ship,  that  we  were  invisible  to  those  on 
board. 
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Just  as  we  had  given  ourselves  up  for  lost,  a  faint 
breath  of  air  was  felt  from  seaward  ;  one  of  the 
natives'  blankets  was  extended  between  two  stretchers 
in  the  bow ;  and  this,  with  the  unremitting  efforts  of 
the  rowers^  kept  us  in  about  the  same  position  for  two 
or  three  hours,  till  the  flood-^tide  made. 

Even  then  we  were  not  in  perfect  safety  ;  the  flood 
set  so  strongly  to  the  northward  that  we  became  in- 
volved among  new  breakers.  Saturday,  however,  here 
took  the  steer-oar,  and  steered  us  with  great  presence 
of  mind  through  a  threatening  line  of  surf ;  when  we 
found  ourselves  in  a  smooth  channel,  gliding  towards 
the  harbour  at  the  rate  of  five  knots.  Each  rested  on 
his  oar,  and  we  now  paused,  to  establish  a  better  mast 
and  sail  with  a  blanket  stretched  on  two  of  them. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  pleasure  of  the  first  drink 
of  water  at  the  rill  on  a  beach  near  the  North  Head. 

We  pulled  and  sailed  about  twenty  miles  up  the 
harbour,  which  is  a  great  estuary,  five  or  six  miles 
wide,  receiving  the  waters  of  several  rivers ;  and  had 
just  gained  sight  of  the  vessel's  masts  about  ten  miles 
from  us,  on  rounding  a  point  to  the  north,  which 
opened  a  view  of  the  TVairoa  or  "  Long-water"  river, 
when  the  tide  turned  against  us.  We  were  thus 
obliged  to  land  on  the  nearest  beach,  and  encamp  till 
the  flood.  As  we  had  worked  hard  since  the  morning, 
without  even  breakfasting,  this  arrangement  was 
agreeable  enough  to  us ;  and  some  tin  cans  of  pre- 
served meat,  and  our  small  store  of  biscuit,  were  soon 
finished.  Clouds  of  mosquitoes,  however,  defeated  our 
attempts  to  sleep.  The  smoke  of  the  fire  had  scarcely 
any  effect  on  them,  and  while  our  eyes  were  filled  with 
wood-smoke,  they  were  stinging  our  knees  and  every 
other  part  of  our  bodies  that  was  unprotected  by  any- 
thing thicker  than  duck.     Half-burying  oneself  in  the 
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isand,  smoking,  expeditions  to  distant  parts  of  the 
chore,  or  among  the  fern  at  the  back  of  the  beach, 
and  up  the  small  hills  by  which  it  was  skirted, — all 
proved  unavailing  to  get  rid  of  these  terrible  enemies ; 
and  at  the  first  dawn  of  day,  as  soon  as  the  tide  had 
turned,  we  were  glad  to  leave  the  inhospitable  beach 
and  get  into  the  boat,  stiff' and  unrefreshed.  Even  the 
natives  had  exclaimed  against  the  numbers  and  perse- 
verance of  the  nai-nai,  as  the  mosquitoes  are  called  in 
Maori.  Saturday's  stolid  unconcerned  face  was  rich 
to  behold,  as  he  sat  by  the  fire  stirring  them  out  of 
each  ear  with  a  small  twig. 

A  few  hours'  pull  brought  us  alongside  the  Nava- 
rino ;  where  we  were  most  kindly  received  by  Captain 
Warming,  as  soon  as  we  had  told  our  dolefiil  tale. 
He  treated  us  with  the  most  genuine  hospitality,  and 
immediately  dispatched  his  mate,  with  an  efficient 
boat's  crew,  to  the  assistance  of  our  shipmates. 

After  some  breakfast  and  a  refreshing  bath,  I  slept 
soundly  for  some  hours ;  and,  soon  after  getting  up, 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Tory  come  full  sail 
round  the  point  near  to  which  we  had  passed  the 
night.  She  had  forged  over  the  bank  into  deep 
water,  after  being  exposed  for  some  hours  to  heavy 
seas  which  broke  over  her.  The  mate  of  the  Nava- 
rino  had  met  her  coming  into  the  harbour,  and  piloted 
her  up  the  next  morning  to  a  berth  nearly  alongside 
of  the  Navarino. 

The  vessel  was  so  much  injured  as  to  require  heav- 
ing down,  and  thus  it  became  necessary  to  take  out  all 
the  cargo  and  ballast.  It  was  plain  that  she  would 
not  be  again  fit  for  service  for  a  month  or  two ;  and 
the  time  was  fast  approaching  when  Colonel  Wake- 
field had  engaged  to  meet  the  first  fleet  of  emigrant- 
ships  at  Port  Hardy  in  Cook's  Strait.     As  we  could 
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not  tell,  before  leaving  England,  where  the  first  set- 
tlement would  be  formed,  and  as  the  emigrants  were 
to  sail  in  August,  a  rendezvous  had  been  appointed  at 
this  known  good  harbour  for  the  10th  of  January 
1840.  Colonel  Wakefield  therefore  determined  to 
proceed  overland  to  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  order  to 
charter  a  small  vessel  to  take  him  to  Port  Hardy,  and 
then  join  us  here.  / 

Before  starting,  he  held  some  communication  with 
the  natives  of  this  place,  a  few  of  whom  were  en- 
camped abreast  of  the  ship.  They  had  laughed  at 
Taonui  and  the  claim  of  the  Ngapuhi  chiefs  to  tell 
their  land  for  them.  They  acknowledged  that  they 
had  been  conquered  in  former  times,  but  said  that  they 
had  long  returned  from  their  places  of  refuge,  and 
were  not  disposed  to  be  conquered  again.  They  firmly 
refused  even  to  sell  the  land  in  question  to  Colonel 
Wakefield ;  but  offered  to  sell  a  district  on  the  banks 
of  another  river,  flowing  into  the  north-eastern  end  of 
the  estuary. 

Abandoning  the  task  of  examining,  and,  if  of  value, 
buying  this  tract,  to  Dr.  Dorset,  whom  he  left  in 
charge  of  affairs  for  the  Company,  Colonel  Wakefield 
started  in  one  of  our  boats  up  the  TJ^airoa  river  on  the 
26th  December.  He  had  understood  that  a  day's 
walk  from  the  head  of  this  river  would  take  him  to 
the  Bay  of  Islands.  E  TV^are  and  Saturday  accompa- 
nied him,  to  carry  his  baggage.  Messrs.  Heaphy, 
Robinson,  and  Dorset  formed  part  of  the  boat's  crew, 
in  order  to  see  as  much  as  possible  of  the  river. 

I  was  laid  up  at  this  time  by  inflammation  from  the 
bites  of  mosquitoes  which  I  had  got  in  bathing  at 
Hokianga  ;  and  I  gladly  accepted  Captain  Warming's 
kind  offer  of  one  of  his  cabins  while  the  repairs  of  the 
Tory  should  go  on. 

VOL.  I.  M 
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On  the  29Ql,  ihe  boat  Fetemed,  baving  landed 
Cokxiel  Wakefield  about  one  hundred  miles  up  the 
lifter.  The  party  described  the  riFer  as  navigable  for 
shipping  up  to  that  point,  and  the  banks  as  clothed 
with  the  finest  kauri  timber,  ftam  twenty  miles  above 
QOT  anchorage.  They  had  passed  several  sawyers'  and 
bmiberers*  stations,  and  also  stations  of  the  Wesleyan 
and  Catholic  missions.  They  described  the  mosquitoes 
to  be  in  great  numbers  and  extraordinary  vigour  in 
every  place  where  they  had  stopped. 

All  the  cargo  was  now  landed  and  stored  under 
tents  ashore.  The  cabin-party  also  established  an  en- 
campment under  a  cliff  nearly  abreast  of  the  anchor- 
age. The  Tory  was  hove  down  on  a  sand-bank  at  the 
first  spring-tide,  on  the  4th  of  January ;  and,  after  a 
survey  by  Captains  Chaffers  and  Warming,  the  neces- 
sary repairs  were  proceeded  with.  During  this  inters 
val,  the  Bee  brig  from  Sydney  arrived  and  proceeded 
up  the  river.  We  also  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  W.  C. 
Symonds,  a  son  of  Sir  William  Symonds,  whom  I  had 
known  in  London ;  and  who  had  come  out  as  agent 
for  a  Scotch  company,  which  had  bought  land  at 
Manukauy  a  harbour  about  thirty  miles  south  of 
tliis.  Mr.  Symonds  was  only  accompanied  by  one 
White  man ;  and  described  the  natives  as  having  been 
exceedingly  dishonest  and  troublesome  in  all  their 
transactions  with  him.  He  had  crossed  the  isthmus 
which  lies  between  the  innermost  part  of  the  harbour 
of  Manukau  and  the  east  coast,  and  had  obtained  a 
view  of  the  eastern  sea.  He  had  endured  considerable 
hardships  and  privations  ;  and  returned  to  his  station 
up  the  Kaipara  river  some  days  after,  having  provided 
himself  widi  some  necessaries.  The  latter  river  flows 
into  the  estuary  on  its  south  side,  taking  its  source 
very  near  the  harbour  of  Manukau.     A  great  inland 
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water-communication  thus  exists  along  the  northern 
part  of  the  North  Island,  commencing  near  the  isthmus 
between  the  two  coasts,  and  ending  at  the  spot  up  the 
PFairoa  where  Colonel  Wakefield  left  the  river ;  from 
which  short  overland  paths  communicate  with  the 
Bay  of  Islands  and  Hokianga. 

The  land,  however,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kci" 
para  harbour  and  its  tributaries  is  far  from  promising 
in  appearance.  The  part  near  the  anchorage  is  chiefly 
table-land  clear  of  timber;  and  the  barren  clay  of 
which  it  consists  seems  to  refuse  sustenance  to  any- 
thing but  stunted  fern.  In  the  valleys  cut  out  of  the 
table-land  by  sluggish  streams  there  are  dull  swamps 
which  might  furnish  more  available  land  when 
drained. 

The  amateur  boat's  crew  described  some  of  the  land 
higher  up  the  river  as  of  a  better  character,  especially 
some  hundred  acres  under  excellent  cultivation  at  the 
Wesleyan  mission  station. 

Mr.  White,  the  former  Chairman  of  the  Wesleyan 
mission,  had  chartered  the  Navarino,  and  visited  her 
once  while  she  was  taking  in  the  splendid  spars  which 
were  rafted  down  by  natives. 

This  gentleman  had  been  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  mission  some  few  years  before,  on  account 
of  his  having  engaged  very  extensively  in  land-buying 
and  trading  of  all  sorts.  He  was  a  great  land-owner 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hokianga  and  Kaipara  rivers ; 
and  maintained  a  good  deal  of  the  influence  which  he 
had  acquired  as  a  missionary,  by  retaining  the  clerical 
habit  and  continuing  to  pray  and  preach  to  the  natives, 
even  while  bargaining  with  them  in  his  secular  capa- 
city. Mr.  White  had  quarrelled,  when  in  England, 
with  some  of  the  projectors  of  our  scheme  there,  and 
had  threatened  to  oppose  us  by  means  of  his  influence 
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away  sailors,  and  probably  worse  regular  "beach- 
combers" of  Kororareka.  The  captain  was  a  lazy, 
indolent  old  man,  fond  of  grog,  and  of  sleep,  and  of 
a  good  charter  by  the  month.  The  mate  was  the 
former  doctor  of  the  vessel  when  whaling,  perfectly 
ignorant  of  navigation  and  seamanship,  and,  like  the 
captain,  perfectly  devoid  of  influence  over  the  rascally 
crew. 

Dr.  Dorset,  Doddrey  the  storekeeper,  arid  I,  were  the 
only  ones  who  took  up  our  berths  on  board.  The  ne- 
cessary quantity  of  goods  being  on  board,  we  proceeded 
down  the  river ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
January,  left  the  Heads  with  a  light  south-east  breeze  and 
ebb-tide.  The  captain  got  up  to  the  mast-head,  and  a 
hulking,  cowardly,  half-bred  Dutch  sailor  placed  him- 
self in  the  chains  to  sound.  The  breeze  died  away  as 
we  got  to  the  perilous  pass  between  the  "middle  patch," 
on  which  the  Tory  had  been  wrecked,  and  the  south 
sand-bank.  The  ebb-tide  set  us  broadside  on  to  the 
pd,tch,  on  which  there  was  a  heavy  break.  The  coward 
in  the  chains  began  to  holloa  with  fright  as  soon  as  the 
water  shoaled  to  five  fathoms ;  the  skipper  scrambled 
down  from  his  high  perch,  and  looked  quite  perplexed ; 
the  crew  rushed  aft,  and  lowered  the  boats  after  the 
vessel  had  bumped  heavily  two  or  three  times,  and 
jumped  in  without  any  attention  to  rules  of  precedence. 
In  such  a  hurry  was  this  done,  that  ten  men  jumped 
into  one  of  the  boats  before  the  plug-hole  was  stopped, 
and  only  two  got  into  the  other,  when  both  pulled 
away,  leaving  me  and  two  of  the  crew  in  a  very  dis- 
agreeable situation  on  board.  The  brig  bumped  away 
at  a  great  rate ;  but  we  three  managed  to  brail  up  the 
spanker ;  which  caused  the  brig  to  be  head  on  to  the 
swell  instead  of  side  on,  and  probably  saved  her.  One 
of  the  boats  was  at  last  persuaded  to  approach  near 
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enough  to  the  stem  for  us  to  watch  an  opportunity 
and  drop  ourselves  in ;  and  we  set  off  to  pull  for  the 
shore. 

The  ebb-tide,  however,  pushed  the  brig  along  every 
time  she  lifted ;  and  this  movement  was  aided  by  the 
breeze,  which  again  sprang  up  and  filled  the  square* 
sails  which  we  had  left  set;  in  a  few  minutes  our 
vessel  was  going  along,  clear  of  the  shoal,  and  all  sails 
drawing.  We  had  a  hard  task  to  catch  her  and  save 
her  from  sailing  on  to  the  north  bank ;  but  at  length 
got  her  clear  of  all  dangers,  and  stood  out  to  sea.  We 
found  she  did  not  leiJc  much,  and  trusted  that  no 
serious  damage  had  been  done. 

Constant  southerly  gales  detained  us  at  sea  for  some 
days.  During  one  of  these,  I  was  much  surprised  at 
the  way  adopted  by  the  captain  and  crew  to  make  all 
snug  without  trouble  to  anybody. 

One  morning,  on  coming  up  on  deck  from  the  'tween- 
decks  where  I  had  slung  my  cot,  I  found  a  hard  gale 
blowing  and  heavy  sea  running,  the  brig  being  hove*^to 
under  a  close  reefed  main-top-sail,  with  the  helm  lashed 
a-lee,  and  no  one  on  deck  or  in  the  rigging.  I  looked 
into  the  cabin.  The  skipper,  the  medical  mate,  and  Dr. 
Dorset  were  all  snoring.  I  went  forward  and  peeped 
down  the  scuttle  into  the  forecastle,  where  the  same 
happy  oblivion  prevailed.  Doddrey  was  fiast  asleep  in 
the  'tween-decks ;  and  I  thus  found  myself  the  only 
person  awake  on  board.  The  old  brig,  however,  was 
an  excellent  sea-boat,  and  rode  it  out  like  a  tub  as  she 
was ;  and  I  did  not  disturb  the  sleepers,  knowing  we 
had  plenty  of  sea-room.  The  next  time  I  saw  the  skip- 
per awake,  he  told  me  this  was  a  common  practice  in 
whalers ;  and  said  it  was  quite  useless  to  tire  the  peo- 
ple by  thrashing  about  in  heavy  weather.  He  was  very 
good  fun  with  his  rough  navigation.     He  had  a  rickety 
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parallel  ruler,  a  very  doubtful  quadrant,  and  a  rusty 
pair  of  compasses,  by  means  of  which  he  used  to  make 
a  determmed  guess  at  the  position  of  the  ship  every  day 
at  noon.  Having  ascertained  this  to  his  own  satisfaction, 
he  would  draw  a  cross  of  large  size  on  the  map,  and  de** 
clare  that  to  be  our  actual  position,  with  much  empha* 
sis.  He  denied  the  existence  of  any  such  thing  as 
variation  of  the  compass ;  and  retired  upon  his  dignity 
as  commander  whenever  any  approach  was  made  to  in-: 
quiry  as  to  the  data  on  which  he  founded  his  calcula- 
tions. 

We  at  length  managed  to  come  in  sight  of  the 
Sugar-loaf  Islands  on  the  1st  of  February,  and  anchored 
to  the  north  of  the  inner  one,  Moturoa^  or  "High 
"  Island,"  in  the  afternoon.  Barrett  came  off  from  the 
island  and  piloted  her  to  the  anchorage.  The  Acquilla 
cutter  came  in  from  the  southward  and  anchored  about 
the  same  time.  Mr.  White  was  on  board ;  and  Barrett 
told  us  that  he  had  been  here  once  before,  since  he  lefik 
Kaipara^  trying  to  buy  the  Taranaki  district,  but  had 
been  foiled  by  Dicky's  superior  influence. 

Dr.. Dorset  and  I  landed  on  Moturoa^  and  clambered 
up  the  sides  of  this  conical  rock  to  a  terrace  about  1 00 
feet  above  the  sea,  where  our  friends  had  taken  up  their 
abode.  We  found  ourselves  in  a  niche  about  twenty 
yards  in  circumference,  sheltered  by  an  over-arching 
rock.  In  one  comer  was  a  ware  puni^  occupied  by 
Barrett  and  his  family,  and  in  the  middle  a  watay  or 
"  storehouse,"  stuck  upon  four  poles  about  six  feet  high, 
and  only  approachable  by  a  wooden  log  with  steps  cut 
in  it.  We  were  received  cordially  by  E  Rangi  and 
the  children,  Barrett's  black  cook  Lee,  Dr.  Dieffen- 
bach,  "  Worser,"  the  whaler  whom  I  before  mentioned 
as  having  piloted  the  Toherau  whaler  into  Kapiti 
roads,  and  six  or  seven  natives  of  both  sexes. 
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Bijnvtt  mow  veiatei  to  s»  all  tbat  haid  occurred  since 
we  left  him  bae.  In  die  i&nt  pbce,  coostuit  rumours 
had  b«en  fcroncht  di>wii  die  coast  cf  firesh  inTasions 
pvojeifted  firom /7  oifcafeL  Inimdniesfor  these^hehad 
lemoTed  all  hi»  dunilT  and  cood»  to  die  ialaiid,  and  the 
natif^ps  had  stored  it  with  finpwood  and  potatoes.  Nu* 
merous  parties  of  rvleuwd  slaws  had  passed  along  firom 
the  northward  to  dieir  natiw  places  furdier  south, 
spfeadin^r  ^  the  rnKsionarr  doctrines ;  andnever  omit- 
ting to  pieach  the  uncharitaUe  one  of  calling  all  White 
men  rnrerny  or  "'  deTilsy"  who  were  not  missionaries,  or 
to  warn  the  natives  against  selling  their  lands  to  us, 
who  would,  they  said,  drire  thmn  away  to  the  moun- 
tains. A  variation  of  thi^  calumnv  was  that  we  were 
Pikapo,  (the  Mwm  corruption  of  episcapoi^  or  Roman 
Catholics,)  and  would  dierefore  infiillibly  cut  their 
throats  <Nr  drive  them  awav. 

Some  W^te  missionaries,  and  also  some  lay  MOiite 
traders  from  Kavia  and  other  places  to  the  north,  had 
on  more  than  one  occasion  headed  these  agitating  par- 
ties ;  and  had  distinguished  themselves  by  vehement 
support  of  these  statements  and  determined  attempts  to 
obtain  the  land  for  themselves. 

Mr.  White  had,  on  his  former  visit,  asserted  his  claim 
to  the  district;  as  founded  on  his  purchase  of  the 
rights  of  a  large  number  of  inhabitants  of  Tara- 
nakiy  originally  made  captive  by  the  fVaikato  tribe, 
but  now  freed  at  Hokianga,  Kaipara^  and  other 
places  since  their  masters  had  embraced  the  Christian 
religion. 

The  natives  residing  at  Nga  Motu,  or  "  the  Islands," 
as  the  land  abreast  of  them  is  called,  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge this  claim ;  saying  very  truly,  that  they  who  had 
never  lost  caste  by  servitude,  or  taken  refuge  in  a  dis- 
tant land  from  the  persecutions  of  their  enemies,  like 
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the  slaves  to  the  north  or  their  relations  in  Cook's 
Strait,  had  the  best  right  to  sell  the  district.  They 
had  also  declined  Mr.  White's  offers  to  buy  their  claims ; 
stating  that  they  had  promised  to  sell  it  according  to 
E  Tiki  or  Dicky's  ^recommendation,  and  that  they 
meant  to  keep  their  word. 

In  short,  Barrett's  influence  and  perseverance  had 
effectually  conquered  numerous  efforts  made  to  outbid 
us  in  this  purchase.  Too  great  praise  could  not  be 
given  to  him  for  the  zeal  which  he  had  shown  in  sup- 
porting our  interests,  or  his  disinterestedness  in  refusing 
the  offers  of  some  of  these  parties,  even  though  we  had 
much  exceeded  the  time  we  had  named  for  our  return, 
and  the  natives  were  becoming  daily  more  impatient 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  bargain.  The  next  morning 
a  native  brought  off  from  the  main,  where  Mr.  White 
had  landed,  letters  to  Barrett  and  to  Colonel  Wakefield. 
The  latter  was  opened  by  Dr.  Dorset,  as  acting  agent. 
They  both  contained  a  statement  from  the  worthy  ex- 
missionary,  that  "  he  had  bought  the  land  bounded 
"  by  the  PFanganui  and  Mokau  rivers,  and  a  line  be- 
"  tween  their  sources,  from  the  Waikato  and  Ngatima^ 
"  niapoto  tribes ;  and  that  if  we  persisted  in  buying 
"  this  district  from  the  resident  natives,  those  former 
"  conquerors  had  determined  to  recommence  hos- 
"  tilities,  or  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  British  Gro- 
"  vernment  in  securing  their  rights." 

The  natives  were  very  angry  on  hearing  the  con- 
tents of  these  letters,  and  we  had  some  trouble  in 
preventing  them  from  going  to  break  up  the  boat  in 
which  Mr.  White  had  landed.  As  we  landed,  he  re-^ 
tired  from  the  beach,  where  he  had  been  preaching 
and  praying  with  some  of  them,  to  a  less  conspicuous 
situation.  A  Pf^aikato  chief,  who  had  come  in  the 
cutter  with  him,  reassured  us  and  the  resident  natives. 
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He  said  that  White  had  given  some  tobacco  and  a  few 
blankets  to  the  Waikato  as  pajrment  for  those  whom 
they  lost  at  Taranaki,  which  any  one  buying  this 
land  would  have  to  do  in  accordance  with  native  cus- 
tom. "  But,"  said  he,  "  we  have  not  sold  your  land ; 
**  more  than  half  the  fVaikato  are  missionaries  now> 
''  and  these  will  join  with  you,  as  brothers,  against  any 
**  invasion  from  their  heathen  countrymen." 

I  ascended  Parettdu,  or  "  Obstinate  Cli£P, "  the 
Sugar-loaf  Peak  on  the  main,  to-day,  accompanied  by 
Dr.  Dieffenbach.  It  is  nearly  five  hundred  feet  high ; 
and  almost  perpendicular  on  the  side  next  the  sea, 
whose  sullen  roar  against  its  base  sounds  diminished 
to  the  ear.  The  two  islands,  Moturoa,  and  Motuoma^ 
hangOy  or  '*  Isle  of  Refuge, "  appear  like  rocks  to 
seaward.  Inland,  a  magnificent  extent  of  country 
meets  the  eye.  For  some  miles  from  the  coast  it 
seemed  clear  from  wood;  then  were  extensive  park- 
like glades  and  groves  on  the  edge  of  the  forest, 
which  rolled  far  eastward  in  soft  undulating  lines. 
Mount  Egmont's  snowy  peak  towered  out  of  the 
clouds  at  fifteen  miles'  distance,  and  Tonga  Hhro, 
at  least  ninety  miles  distant,  appeared  more  to  the 
north,  glistening  over  the  most  distant  forest  ridge. 
Cape  Egmont  to  the  south-west  ran  down  gradually  to 
a  point,  one  gently  curved  line  extending  from  the  sea 
to  the  summit  of  Mount  Egmont.  To  the  north  a 
spacious  bay  extended  to  near  Albatross  Head  at  the 
entrance  of  Kawia,  dotted  in  its  centre  by  some  re- 
markable white  clifis,  called  Parenunui^  or  ''liarge 
Cliffs."  On  the  top  of  Paretutu  we  observed  two  or 
three  pits,  the  remains  of  places  of  reftige  of  the  Nga- 
tiawa  from  their  enemies. 

This  evening  a  strong  north-west  gale  set  in.  In  this 
case  the  anchorage  becomes  dangerous,  and  the  cutter, 
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whose  captain  was  warned  by  Barrett  of  the  approach- 
ing storm,  hove  up  her  anchor  and  walked  away  to 
windward  in  the  first  of  it.  Our  skipper,  who  had 
irresolutely  postponed  his  determination  to  the  last,  at 
length  slipped  his  anchor,  and  stood  under  easy  sail  to 
the  northward.  Unable  to  tack,  he  came  back  after 
wearing,  evidently  in  a  worse  position  than  before ;  and 
dusk,  accompanied  by  a  whirling  tempest  of  wind, 
lightning,  and  rain,  hid  the  brig  from  our  sight. 
Clinging  hard  to  the  rock  in  one  of  the  crannies  on 
the  northern  side  of  Moturoa,  we  lit  a  beacon-fire,  and 
made  out  a  light  on  board  which  proved  her  to  have 
anchored  again  just  outside  the  surf. 

We  crept  into  the  wata,  appointed  for  the  sleeping- 
place  of  Dr.  Dorset,  Dr.  Dieffenbach,  myself,  and  two 
natives,  with  no  pleasant  anticipations  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  brig.  The  gale  had  come  on  so  suddenly  that  we 
had  not  had  time  to  ifemove  any  thing  from  the  brig, 
and  all  the  Company's  deeds  were  on  board  in  my  desk. 
Doddrey,  however,  was  in  charge  of  it,  and  "  Worser" 
was  fortunately  on  board  with  one  or  two  whaling 
natives. 

We  were  rather  cramped  in  our  elevated  bed-room ; 
which  was  so  small  that  the  only  way  of  sleeping 
five  in  it  was  to  lie  across  the  narrow  way,  about  four 
feet  wide,  and  double  up  our  legs.  The  violence  of 
the  storm,  which  beat  right  into  the  niche,  precluded, 
however,  any  idea  of  sleeping  outside ;  and  we  made 
the  best  of  it. 

In  the  morning  the  brig  had  disappeared ;  much  to 
our  contentment,  for  we  had  expected  to  have  seen  her 
lying  wrecked  on  the  beach.  She  did  not  again  make 
the  anchorage  until  the  13th. 

During  this  interval  we  lived  in  the  niche  on  Motu- 
rotty  plentifully  fed  by  the  natives.     **  Black  Lee,"  the 
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cook,  liad  a  knack  of  making  excellent  dishes  of  pork, 
potatoes,  pumpkins,  leeks,  and  fish,  of  which  we  got 
plenty.  Then  Dicky  was  never  at  a  loss  for  a  yam, 
and  kept  us  all  in  good  humour.  A  clamber  to  the  top 
of  the  island  two  or  three  times  a  day  to  look  out  for 
a  sail  afforded  some  employment ;  as  the  path  was  any- 
thing but  easy,  and  the  footing  on  the  worn  rock  rather 
precarious.  About  half  a  dozen  huts  were  perched 
about  on  different  parts  of  the  rock,  and  caves  were 
hollowed  out  wherever  the  ground  had  been  soft 
enough,  and  neat  wooden  doors  placed  to  shelter  the 
stores  in  them. 

We  landed  twice  on  the  main  during  these  twelve 
days ;  but  were  glad  to  return  to  the  island  to  sleep, 
the  mosquitoes  being  in  myriads  on  shore.  We  did 
not  walk  far  from  the  landing-place,  as  the  natives  had 
no  great  store  of  food  on  the  main,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  embark  before  the  surf  should  be  too  heavy  for 
our  small  canoes. 

Dr.  Dieffenbach  related  to  us  his  adventures  in  two 
attempts,  the  first  of  which  had  been  unsuccessful,  to 
reach  the  summit  of  Mount  Egmont,  which  he  had  cal- 
culated to  be  about  9000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
He  had  also  been  along  the  coast  as  far  as  Mokau  about 
halfway  to  Kawia,  where  he  had  been  received  by  the 
natives  with  primitive  hospitality.  He  has  since  given, 
in  a  publication  of  his  own,*  an  interesting  journal  of 
these  expeditions. 

Our  monotony  was  somewhat  varied,  too,  by  a  fire 
which  destroyed  one  of  the  huts  on  the  island,  and  a 
good  deal  of  native  wealth,  such  as  slates,  catechisms, 
and  muskets  ;  by  the  arrival  of  two  missionary  teach- 
ers, liberated  slaves,  who  preached  the  old  story  with 
much  vehemence ;  and  by  the  execution  of  native  law 

*  I>ic4R»Uch*s  '  Trav^  in  New  Zcftknd/  London,  18i3. 
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in  a  case  of  adultery  which  had  taken  place  on  the 
main. 

The  conduct  of  the  native  teachers  caused  great  in- 
dignation in  my  mind.  I  began  to  believe  that  this 
continued  opposition  to  our  proceedings  really  origi- 
nated from  the  White  missionaries ;  and  being  now 
able  to  make  myself  understood  pretty  well,  told  the 
natives  my  candid  opinion  of  tiie  unchristian  tendency 
of  these  underhand  proceedings.  But  I  took  care  to 
tell  them  that  the  rangatiray  or  "chief"  missionaries, 
would  come  out  with  the  settlers,  and  behave  very 
differently  from  those  who  incited  them  against  usr. 
I  also  explained  to  them,  that  many  of  these  bad 
missionaries  were  shoemakers  or  tailors,  who  received 
money  from  people  in  England  to  preach  the  Gospel 
to  them,  but  not  to  make  them  enemies  to  White 
people ;  and  that  the  clergymen  who  were  to  accom- 
pany the  settlers  would  preach  to  them  and  the  White 
people  together  in  one  church. 

It  was  here,  too,  that  I  was  first  struck  with  the 
absurdity  of  maintaining  the  native  language,  and  the 
extent  to  which  this  was  done  by  the  missionaries. 
Some  of  the  latter,  on  their  recent  visits,  had  baptized 
and  christened  most  of  the  children,  and  many  of  the 
grown  people.  They  gave  them  English  names; 
but,  instead  of  spelling  these  names  in  English  and 
teaching  the  natives  so  to  spell,  write,  and  pronounce 
them,  they  taught  them  to  pronounce  them  in  Maori 
in  the  way  nearest  approaching  to  the  actual  sounds ; 
and  then  commemorated  this  adaptation  by  a  printed 
card,  on  which  the  transmogrified  name  appeared,  with 
the  date  of  baptism.  Thus  "  Caroline "  was  printed 
^* Kararaina  r  "Edward,"  '^Eruera;'  "Charlotte," 
"  Harata  ;"  "  Judith,"  "  Urihi  ;"  "  Solomon,"  ''Horo- 
mono  ;"  "  Paul,"  "  Paora"  This  seemed  indeed  an 
advance  in  order  to  retrograde :  it  would  surely  have 
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been  preferable  to  baptize  them  by  native  names,  if  they 
would  not  teach  them  the  English  language.  I  also 
observed  this  straining  of  a  point  in  order  to  preserve 
the  native  language  in  the  missionary  translations  of 
the  Bible.  The  Maori  language  is  essentially  a  poor 
one,  and  possesses  in  particular  btit  few  words  which 
express  abstract  ideas.  The  translators  have  overcome 
the  difficulty  by  coining  words,  written  according  to  the 
Maori  pronunciation  which  nearest  approaches  to  the 
word  sought  to  be  represented.  All  proper  names, 
too,  are  transformed  in  the  native  Bible  like  those 
given  to  the  natives. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Maori,  as  made  a 
written  language,  is  pronounced  in  the  same  way  as 
German  or  Spanish ;  that  is  to  say,  each  vowel  has  a 
distinct  and  unalterable  sound.  No  diphthongs,  mut^ 
vowels,  or  sounds  ending  with  a  consonant,  occur  in 
Maori:  many  of  our  sounds,  such  as^*,  s,  v,j,  /,  gy  ch, 
sh,  thy  are  not  in  the  native  language,  and  offer  consider- 
able difficulty  to  a  Maori ;  and  others  which  do  exist, 
such  as  d  and  by  have  been  banished  by  the  missionaries, 
and  included  under  r  and  p.  The  Maori  for  "  angry," 
for  instance,  is  distinctly  pronounced  **  ridi  "  by  most 
natives :  the  missionaries,  however,  disclaim  the  d,  and 
write  it  riri  "  A  hill "  is  as  certainly  buke  ;  the  mis- 
sionaries write  it  puke.  With  the  exception  of  ng,  a 
nasal  sound  peculiar  to  the  language,  the  natives  find 
it  difficult  to  pronounce  two  consonants  without  a 
vowel  between  them. 

With  these  explanations,  the  following  table  of 
manufactured  words  in  the  Maori  Bibles  and  Prayer- 
books  may  perhaps  be  understood : — 

glory  kororia 

victory  wikitoria 

amen  amine 


MAmrPACTURBD  NATIVE  LANQUAGG. 


apostle 

apotoro 

catechism 

katekihatna 

Jehovah 

Ihowa 

Jerusalem 

Hiruharema 

Scriptures 

Karipitura 

Bible 

Paipera 

minister 

minita 

Pharisee 

^  Parihi 

devU 

rewera 

prophet 

poropete 

Judah 

Hura 

haUelujah 

hareruia 

hymn 

kimene 

book 

puka  puka 

king 

kingi 

prince 

pirinihi 

Simon  Peter 

Haimona  Pita 

bishop 

pihopa 

Jesus  Christ 

Ihu  Karaiti 

Hebrew 

Hiperu 

Corinthians 

Koriniti 

July,  and  also  Jews 

Hurai 

In  the  book  of  St.  Matthew  alone  there  are  the  fol- 
lowing manufactured  words : — 

angel  anahera 

Judtta  Huria 

magi       ^^^^^^^^^^maki 

east 

Scribes 

Israel 

gold 

fimnkinoi 
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time 

taima 

repent 
honey 
Sadducee 

ripeneta 

honi 

Haruki 

shoe 

hu 

temple 
devil 

temepara 
rewera 

salt 

tote 

bushel 

constable 

farthing 

puhera 

katipa 

patene 

marry 
oath 

marena 
oati 

throne 

torona 

mile 

maira 

publican 
measure 

pupirikana 
mehua 

pearl 
sheep 
wolf 

peara 

hipi 

wuruwi 

grapes 
fig 
leper 
centurion 

karepe 
piki 
repera 
keneturio 

soldiers 

hoia 

west 

weta 

hour 

haora 

fox 

pokiha 

money 

moni 

wine 

waina 

silver 

hiriwa 

brass 
governor 
Beelzebub 
sword 

parahi 
kawana 
Perehepura 
hoari 
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miracles 

mkerekera 

sabbiJii 
wheat 

uJkm 

kapati 

trilt 

queen 
south 

kmmi 
hamta 

leaven 

rewema 

measures  of  flour 

mekua  paraoa 

carpenter 
Tetrarch 

kamunra 

dish 

riMi 

table 
church 

iepera 
kahi 

key 
mill 

mira 

talent 

iaranata 

penny 
eunuch 

pene 
un€Jca 

camel 

kamira 

needle 
steward 

ngira 
tuari 

cup 
ox 

kapa 
okiha 

dinner 

Una 

phylacteries 
rabbi 
proselyte 
altar 

pairakere 
rapi 

poroheraiti 
ata 

mint 

niiniti 

plate 
ark 

pereti 
aka 

kiss 

kihi 

legion 
crown 

rihena 
karauna 

vinegar 

winika 

VOL.  I. 
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lot 

Sabaclithani  <: 
seal 
week 

rota 

Hapakatanai 

hiri 

wiki 

Nearly  a  hundred  words  in  that  book  are  repre- 
sented by  sounds  of  which  the  meaning  has  to  be 
explained  to  a  native.  An  equal  amount  of  instruction 
would  teach  him  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  ele- 
ments of  the  language  from  which  the  sounds  were 
borrowed. 

Thus  the  comparison  of  the  English  and  Maori 
Bibles,  in  which  I  passed  a  great  portion  of  the  twelve 
days  spent  on  Moturoa,  induced  me  to  believe  it  most 
essential  that  the  natives  should  be  instructed  in  the 
English  language  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  crime  of  adultery  was  most  severely  punished 
by  Ngamotu,  or  "  the  Islands,"  one  of  the  principal 
chiefs,  on  his  wife.  He  stripped  her  naked,  and  dragged 
her  along  the  beach  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  beating 
her  violently  at  intervals.  Nor  did  any  one  attempt 
to  interfere  ;  the  whole  body  of  natives  remaining  pas- 
sive spectators  of  the  cruel  penalty.  The  adulterer's 
house  was  visited  by  the  assembled  relations  of  the 
wife  and  husband,  who  plundered  it  of  everything 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  while  he  offered  no  re* 
sistance,  or  even  remonstrance,  according  to  Maori  cus- 
tom. The  taua,  or  "  foray,"  extended  to  a  hut  belong- 
ing to  him  on  the  island,  from  which  Barrett's  attend- 
ants brought  mats,  flax,  and  other  articles  in  great 
glee. 

We  had  begun  to  despair  of  the   reappearance  of 
the  brig ;  and  thought  it  extremely  proba'  ^ 
disorderly  crew  had  taken  possession,  and 
off  with  her  cargo  to  some  other  country. 


m%  M. 


RETURN  OF  THE  "  GUIDE." 


On  the  10th>  a  barque  stood  in  to  Motuomakanga, 
the  outer  island,  and  lowered  a  boat.  The  numerous 
signals  which  we  made,  however,  did  not  attract  her 
notice ;  and  she  stood  on  to  the  northward  after  the 
boat  had  returned  on  board  from  a  short  excursion. 
This  proved  afterwards  to  be  the  Company's  surveying- 
barque  Cuba,  on  her  way  from  Port  Nicholson  to 
Kateia. 

On  the  13th,  we  made  out  another  sail  to  the  west- 
south-west.  Barrett  launched  his  whale-boat,  and 
we  boarded  the  old  Guide  about  six  miles  off  the 
islands.  She  had  fortunately  left  a  buoy  to  her  first 
anchor ;  and  to  this  we  fastened  her  in  the  evening. 
On  the  night  of  the  storm  she  had  ridden  out  the 
fury  of  the  gale  until  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  her  last  anchor.  At  that  time  the  chain 
parted  close  to  the  ground,  and  she  was  in  imminent 
danger.  The  crew,  indeed,  loudly  expressed  their  in- 
tention of  picking  out  a  sof^  place,  and  running  her 
stem  on  to  the  beach. 

Fortunately,  Doddrey,  Worser,  and  the  captain  and 
mate,  had  prepared  themselves  for  this  emergency,  and 
had  each  undertaken  a  part  of  the  necessary  operations 
for  getting  her  under  way.  The  captain  himself  seized 
the  wheel ;  the  others  loosed  the  sails  and  paid  out  the 
chain;  and  a  favourable  shift  In  the  wind  allowed 
them  to  get  n0  otJiiig.  Southerly  gnl.-s  outside  had 
driven  them  ai^fiw  north  jis  tlip  latitude  ul'  Kuipfirn, 
and  prevented'^Bpi  iroiii  rftiir»j||g  before  to-d;iy. 

14th. — Tbfl^^BBs  came  on.^Brd  to-day,  and  after 
some  hesitatto^^Hsccount  c 
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were  then  appended  to  it,  including  the  women  and 
the  children,  whom  the  chiefs  compelled  to  come  and 
touch  the  pen,  as  they  would  be  the  future  chiefs. 
Two  or  three  young  men,  who  had  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  writing,  signed  their  names  in  full.  The 
others  made  a  cross  opposite  to  their  names,  as  had 
been  done  on  former  occasions. 

A  party  of  fifty  or  sixty  natives,  who  had  arrived 
from  a  settlement  further  south,  now  expressed  a 
desire  to  sell  another  tract  of  land  adjoining  that  sold 
by  the  Ngamotu  chiefs  ;  and  a  large  number  of  them 
signed  a  second  deed  after  a  short  negotiation.  The 
goods  were  then  landed  in  whale-boats  through  the 
surf. 

The  Ngamotu  natives  got  quietly  through  the  dis^ 
tribution  of  their  share ;  but  those  from  the  south- 
ward, who  were  extremely  wild  and  uncouth  in  their 
manners  and  appearance,  although  professing  to  be 
strict  mihanerey  or  "  missionaries,"  could  not  effect  it 
without  a  scramble.  A  small  stream  divided  the  two 
parties.  As  soon  as  the  southern  party  began  to  show 
a  disposition  to  scramble,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Nga-- 
mota  tribe  raised  an  exciting  shout,  and  cheered  his 
followers  on  to  take  advantage  of  this  confusion,  in 
order  to  partake  of  the  spoil  of  their  neighbours,  after 
they  had  stowed  their  own  away. 

They  came  rushing  on  along  the  hundred  yards 
beach  which  separated  the  two  parties,  flourishing  tl 
arms.     The  readiness  with  which  the  others,  close  i 
whom  I  was  sitting  on  a  sand-hill,  dropped  their  o\ 
disagreements  and  threw  themselves  into  a  defeni 
attitude,  was  well  worthy  of  admiration.    Along 
own  side  of  the  little  rill,  the  -  wari 

knelt,  protruding  forward  thei 
or  grasping  the  tomahawk  tirml 
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the  assailants.  Behind  these,  others  loaded  the  few 
guns  in  their  possession,  and  quietly  took  up  a  station, 
while  behind  them  again  the  women  and  children 
handled  a  weapon  as  they  bent  over  some  heaps  of 
goods.  And  all  this  in  perfect  silence ;  the  occasional 
yells  of  the  charging  party  alone  being  heard,  as  they 
closed  rapidly  in. 

I  was  so  taken  up  with  admiration  at  the  classical 
attitudes  of  some  of  the  defenders,  who  all  remained 
still  as  statues,  gazing  stedfastly  on  the  advancing 
enemy,  after  they  had  once  taken  their  position,  that 
I  had  not  thought  of  getting  further  from  the  conflict 
until  the  moment  of  meeting  seemed  close  at  hand. 
The  assailants  were  all  seeking  the  weakest  point  as 
they  approached ;  the  guns  were  pointed  on  both  sides ; 
each  muscle  of  the  defenders  seemed  straining  with 
preparation  for  the  shock  ;  and  I  suddenly  thought  of 
my  own  dangerous  position,  and  flung  myself  flat 
on  the  ground,  expecting  to  hear  a  volley  and  the 
whistling  of  bullets  over  my  head. 

Barrett,  however,  had  tripped  up  one  of  the  assail- 
ants and  pinioned  another  at  this  critical  moment ; 
Worser  and  the  women  of  his  train  had  also  suddenly 
rushed  between  the  threatening  ranks  of  their  rela- 
tions; and.  after  some  squabbling  and  earnest  per- 
suasion of  the  most  refractory,  peace  was  re-esta- 
blished. The  Ngamotu  seemed  to  treat  the  affair  as  a 
mere  joke ;  but  the  others  were  more  than  suspicious, 
and,  sullenly  packing  their  goods  on  the  backs  of  the 
women  and  slaves,  departed  homewards  at  nightfall, 
without  the  usual  farewell.  A  strong  party  of  vigilant 
warriors  closed  the  rear  of  the  caravan  as  it  crossed 
the  sand-hills  inland  of  Paretutu. 

The  two  purchases  extended  from  a  spot  half-way 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Mokau  river  and  the  Sugar- 
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loaf  Islands,  to  a  river  called  TVangatavca^  south  of 
Cape  Egmont;  and  inland,  to  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  and  thence  to  a  spot  on  the  banks  of  the 
fVanganui  river,  high  up  its  course.  Had  we  l)een 
provided  with  a  handier  vessel  and  good  crew,  we 
should  have  proceeded  to  extend  the  transaction  by 
treaties  at  MokaUy  and  at  Patea  between  Cape  Eg- 
mont and  ff^anganui;  the  chiefs  of  those  places 
having  been  prepared  for  such  an  arrangement  by 
deputations  which  had  travelled  to  Ngcm,otu  in  order 
to  treat  with  Barrett  during  our  absence.  We  were 
fbrced,  however,  by  the  inferior  sailing- qualities  and 
appointments  of  the  Guide,  to  renounce  these  expedi- 
tions on  a  dangerous  lee-shore  ;  and  turned  her  head 
towards  Port  Nicholson  on  the  evening  of  the  16th. 
The  whole  menagerie  from  Moturoa  was  transferred 
on  board  ;  three  Mokau  chiefs  accompanied  us,  in 
order  to  urge  upon  Colonel  Wakefield  the  purchase 
of  their  country ;  and  we  bade  farewell  to  our  friends  at 
"  the  Islands,"  promising  that  they  should  soon  have 
pakeha  to  live  amongst  them. 

We  met  a  south-easter  at  the  mouth  of  the  Strait, 
and  were  detained  by  that  and  a  calm  until  the  night 
of  the  19th.  During  the  calm,  Worser  amused  us  by 
an  exhibition  of  his  skill  in  catching  manga,  or  bar- 
racoota. This  is  a  long  fish  without  scales,  exceedingly 
voracious,  and  generally  found  in  shoals,  like  the 
kawai.  The  presence  of  either  of  these  fish  is  easily 
detected  in  a  calm,  when  the  shoals  rush  along  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  intervals,  marking  it  like  what 
sailors  call  a  cat's-paw,  or  breath  of  light  wind.  A 
schooly  as  Worser  styled  it,  having  appeared,  he 
fitted  his  machinery,  and  slung  himself  in  the  main-* 
chains.  At  the  end  of  a  stick  three  or  four  feet 
long,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  there  was  fastened^ 
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by  some  three  feet  of  etroDg  line,  a  piece  of  red  wood 
four  inches  long,  two  broad,  and  one  thick.  Through 
the  end  of  the  wood  a  common  nail  was  driven,  and 
turned  back  bo  as  to  form  a  rude  hook.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  the  shoal,  Worser  thrashed  the  water  within 
hie  reach  with  the  bit  of  wood  and  the  end  of  his  rod, 
whirhng  it  round  with  great  speed.  The  manga  soon 
leapt  out  of  water,  disputing  with  each  other  for  the 
wooden  bait.  Dozens  were  darting  at  one  time  at  the 
hook.  When  one  was  hooked,  a  dexterous  heave  flung 
him  on  the  deck  with  centrifugal  force,  and  the  hook 
again  thrashed  the  water.  This  way  of  angling 
requires  much  experience  and  quickness  of  hand. 
Worser,  who  wm  a  renowned  fisherman  in  all  ways, 
caught  upwards  of  a  dozen  fine  fish  in  the  few  minutes 
during  which  the  shoal  remained  near  us. 

Just  as  it  fell  dark  on  the  20th,  we  rounded  Cape 
Terawiti,  with  a  freshening  breeze  from  north-west. 
The  skippper  got  very  nervous  when  the  squalls  came 
whistUng  ofi'  the  high  land  about  Sinclair  Head ;  and, 
ignorant  of  this  coast,  seemed  to  dread  the  long  lines 
of  black  reefs  with  which  it  is  fringed.  We  all,  how- 
ever, supported  Dicky  Barrett  in  his  earnest  declara- 
tions that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  on  ;  and  made  all 
sail  to  windward.  A  fine  moon,  peeping  every  now 
and  then  through  the  driving  scud,  lighted  us  on  our 
way  ;  and  by  daylight  on  the  21st  we  were  beating  up 
within  Port  Nicholson,  close  to-SimaH'fl  Island. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Shipping  and  tents  in  sight — We  land — Greetings — Colonel  Wake- 
field's journey — Overland  path — Roman  Catholic  converts— Ab- 
rorareka  in  the  Bay  of  Islands — Hire  of  the  Guide  and  her  crew 
— Port  Hardy — Native  raillery — D'Urville's  Island — Voyage  in 
whale-boat — Welcome  by  natives — Arrival  of  emigrants — Rivals 
in  buying  land— Mr.  Tod — The  Rev.  Henry  Williams — Richard 
Davis,  the  native  missionary — Dispute  between  missions — The 
massacre  of  Puakawa — Sincere  regrets — Colonists  from  Australia 
— Authority  of  native  chiefs  employed  against  lawless  White 
men — First  squatting — Good  class  of  colonists-^The  settlement 
like  an  extensive  pic-nic— Friendliness  of  the  natives — Their 
first  doubts  and  fears — How  removed — Native-built  house,  or 
ware — ^The  tent  of  an  Eastern  traveller — The  hut  of  an  Austra- 
lian "  ovCT-lander"— -Cattle  from  Sydney — Proclamation  by  the 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  against  further  land-sharking— 
Committee  of  colonists — Why  and  how  formed— Provisional 
Constitution — Agreement — Flood  — The  Cuba — Weather — Squa- 
dron arrives — Bank — Salute — Canoe  procession — Ratification  of 
Constitution  by  Native  Chiefs. 

We  soon  distinguished  with  great  delight  some  large 
vessels  at  anchor  between  the  island  and  the  main ; 
and,  when  nearer,  shouted  with  joy  as  we  made  out 
white  tents  and  new  reed-houses  along  the  line  of 
beach  at  the  foot  of  the  Hutt  valley.  At  about  9 
A.M.  we  anchored  north  of  Somes's  Island,  close  to  a 
newly-arrived  emigrant  ship.  Two  others,  apparently 
discharged,  also  lay  in  the  anchorage.  Landing  op- 
posite Pi  tone y  I  was  delighted  to  meet  Colonel  Wake- 
field, safe  and  well.  He  was  accompanied  by  Captain 
William  Mein  Smith  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  to  whom 
he  introduced  me  as  the  Surveyor-General  of  the  Nei 
Zealand  Land  Company.     We  were  also  greeted  ' 
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several  other  gentlemen,  whose  tents  or  huts  were 
pitched  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Colonel  Wakefield  was  living  in  one  corner  of  a 
large  store-house  built  by  Epuni  in  the  pa  at  Pitone. 
On  my  way  to  this  grand  residence,  I  was  affectionately 
greeted  by  the  old  chief  and  his  people,  who  screamed 
our  names,  "  Tiraweke  "  and  "  Takuta  "  or  "  Doctor," 
in  most  dolorous  strains.  A  perfect  tangi  or  lament- 
ation took  place  in  the  pa  over  E  Rangi  and  the 
rest  of  Barrett's  train ;  and  they  all  expressed  their 
unfeigned  delight  at  our  happy  meeting,  and  their 
satisftLCtion  at  the  arrival  of  our  friends  from  Eng- 
land. 

While  Saturday  cooked  some  salt  pork  and  potatoes 
at  the  tire  in  the  court-yard,  I  sat  down  and  listened 
to  a  brief  account  of  my  uncle's  doings  since  we  parted 
at  Kaipara. 

When  he  had  left  our  boat,  he  proceeded  in  a  canoe 
about  twenty  miles  further,  and  then  struck  into  a 
native  path,  attended  by  E  Ware,  Saturday,  and  a 
guide.  He  described  the  country  as  barren-looking, 
and  interspersed  with  large  swamps.  Wherever  the 
kauri  forest  had  been  cut  down  or  burnt,  nothing 
grew  but  stunted  fern.  This  unpromising  appearance 
is  described  by  many  persons  as  peculiar  lo  land  on 
which  the  kauri  has  grown.  It  is  probably  a  very 
exhausting  crop.  The  path  to  the  Bay  of  Islands 
[iroved  much  longer  than  it  had  been  described  to  him. 
Me  slept  twaunighta  in  thlSbsh,  the  second  night  in 

He 


heavy  raia  likjK^ 
described  hls^f 
Anxious  in  l^J 
the  emigrant  9 
limbs  unaccu»toa 
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■KVenteen  ' 
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hausted^  and  then  fall  fast  asleep  across  the  path,  in 
order  that  they  might  wake  him  when  they  came  up. 
In  this  way  he  proceeded  from  daylight  till  dark. 
On  the  third  day,  at  noon,  he  reached  a  settlement, 
where  he  was  greeted  with  the  most  friendly  demon- 
strations. He  disappointed  the  chiefs  by  not  stopping 
to  eat  a  meal  which  they  had  prepared  for  him,  as  he 
had  to  push  on  past  the  first  settlement  on  the  Kawor 
kawa,  or  **  Bitter"  river,  whose  inhabitants,  all  mis- 
sionaries, were  gone  on  that  day  (Sunday,  29th 
December)  to  the  Church  mission  station  at  Paihia, 
or  "  Good  Desire,"  in  the  Bay  of  Islands.  At  a  more 
distant  settlement  on  another  river  also  flowing  into 
that  harbour,  however,  he  found  a  party  of  converts  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  starting  in  a  canoe  to 
Bishop  Pompalier  s  chapel.  They  received  him  joy- 
fully with  songs  and  salutes  of  musketry,  which  they 
said  the  Bishop  allowed  on  Sunday.  They  professed 
themselves  much  pleased  with  the  creed  which  they 
had  adopted ;  saying  that  they  got  presents  for  attend- 
ing the  chapel,  and  displaying  the  crosses  and  relics 
which  were  hung  in  their  ears. 

Arrived  at  Kororareka,  the  principal  White  settle- 
ment. Colonel  Wakefield  found  twenty  sail  of  whalers 
and  other  vessels  lying  in  the  bay ;  among  which  were 
many  French  and  Americans,  and  one  Portuguese 
manned  by  a  British  crew.  On  landing,  he  found 
an  hotel,  at  which  twenty  persons  came  to  dine  at  the 
table  d'hote.  He  described  the  little  town  as  well 
kept,  and  surrounded  with  neat  wooden  cottages ;  a 
great  contrast,  as  he  was  assured,  to  its  appearance  a 
year  before,  when  three  grog-shops  alone  stood  on  the 
beach,  to  deter  visitors  from  approaching. 

After  some  trouble  and  negotiation,  he  mai 
charter  the  Guide,  which  had  just  returned 
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unBUCcessful  whaling  voyage,  and  was  lying  deserted 
at  Paroa,  or  "  Long  Fort "  Bay,  six  miles  from  Koro- 
rareka.  Mr.  Blackett  liad  given  his  assistance  in 
collecting  a  crew.  On  publishing  at  the  grog-shops 
that  hands  were  wanted  he  received  numerous  appli- 
cations ;  but  as  those  engaged  showed  some  intention 
to  pocket  the  advance  and  then  disappear,  it  was 
necessary  to  get  them  on  board  to  be  paid,  then  hoist 
up  the  boats,  and  set  a  watch  to  see  that  no  one  swam 
ashore,  till  they  had  left  the  harbour.  It  was  not 
till  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of  January  that  this  was 
e£kcted,  and  even  then  in  great  measure  by  a  strictly- 
enforced  prohibition  against  spirits  on  board. 

They  eoeountered  a  violent  tempest  off  the  North 
Cape,  and  passed  Kaipara  on  the  7th ;  when  Mr. 
Blackett  discovered  the  only  compass  on  board  to  be 
defective.  This  fact,  and  the  skipper's  surprising 
skill  in  navigation,  caused  him  to  make  Cape  Farewell 
instead  of  Cape  Stephen ;  and  then  to  run  down  into 
Bhnd  Bay  by  mistake.  A  gale  from  north-west 
threatened  to  drive  them  on  the  lee-shore  at  the  head 
of  the  gulf;  but  they  at  length  conquered  their  diffi- 
culties, and  anchored  in  Port  Hardy  on  the  11th. 

No  signs  of  any  emigrant  ships  were  to  be  seen  ; 
and  no  answer  was  returned  to  a  fire  lighted  by 
Colonel  Wakefield  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  highest 
hills  whither  he  had  dambered  to  look  out.  He  dis- 
covered, howfver,  from  tluftire,  a  siniill  nritive  village 
Urville's  Isl^id,  which  he 
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expected  rather  an  angry  reception,  these  being  the 
very  men  who  had  been  refused  access  to  the  Tory 
during  our  first  altercation  in  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound. 

Having  all  become  missionaries  since  that  time, 
they  formed  in  a  ring  to  exchange  the  ru,  or  "  shake'* 
of  the  hand ;  but,  as  soon  as  Colonel  Wakefield  had 
seated  himself,  Mark,  "  the  Star's"  eldest  son,  and  his 
wife,  both  asked  him  how  he  expected  to  be  treated 
after  turning  them  out  of  his  ship ;  and  said  they  had 
been  told  that  he  was  coming  to  seize  their  land  and 
send  them  to  Europe  as  prisoners.  He  answered  them 
good-humouredly,  that  he  would  pay  them  for  their 
land  if  he  wanted  it  and  they  wished  to  sell  it ;  and 
that  he  expected  some  food  after  his  long  walk.  They 
immediately  complied  with  this  request,  apparently 
ashamed  of  having  till  then  neglected  it ;  and  were 
soon  very  friendly  and  communicative. 

Old  Te  ff^etu  had  become  a  missionary,  and  was 
much  weakened  by  sickness.  He  was  dying  of  a  com- 
plaint of  the  lungs,  which  we  had  remarked  as  very 
prevalent  and  fatal  among  all  the  tribes.  He  was 
annoyed  at  the  bad  opinion  formed  of  Rangitoto,  or 
D'Urville's  Island,  by  my  uncle,  whom  he  had  pressed 
to  say  what  he  thought  of  it. 

The  whole  island  is  a  mass  of  very  steep  hills,  gene- 
rally bare.  On  the  eastern  side,  an  extensive  tract  of 
table-land  is  cleared  by  the  natives  for  potatoes;  of 
which  they  sell  the  surplus,  together  with  the  nume- 
rous pigs  running  on  the  hills.  Port  Hardy  is  a  very 
fine  harbour  of  refuge,  but  is  exceedingly  deep  close  to 
the  shore,  and  rather  difficult  of  egress ;  its  entranai^ 
facing  towards  the  prevailing  north-west  winds. 

On   the   14th,  Colonel   Wakefield   dispatched 
Guide  to  Kaipara ;  and  a  messenger  arrived  from  Pi 
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Nicholson,  charged  with  letters  from  Captain  Smith, 
who  was  there  in  the  Cuba,  anxious  to  commence  the 
survey  of  the  town.  Near  Otermoa  a  whaling  heads- 
man named  Af  aclaren  lived  with  his  native  wife  during 
the  summer ;  and  he  agreed  to  look  out  for  the  emi- 
grant vessels  and  pilot  them  to  Port  Nicholson. 
Colonel  Wakefield  then  proceeded  in  a  whale-boat 
throughQueenCharlotte'sSound,  arriving  at  Te-aworiti 
at  midnight  on  the  15th.  He  crossed  the  Strait  in 
three  hours  with  a  fresh  breeze,  still  in  the  whale-boat, 
on  the  17th  ;  and  was  forced  by  the  increasing  force  of 
the  wind  to  encamp  on  a  beach  near  Port  Nicholson 
heads  that  night.  At  noon  on  the  18th,  he  reahed 
the  Cuba,  at  our  old  anchorage  north  of  Somee's 
Island.  He  described  his  first  welcome  by  the  natives 
as  most  gratifying ;  the  chiefs  insisted  on  rubbing 
Qosee  with  him,  and  repeated  constantly  that  all  the 
land  was  his. 

On  the  20th,  a  sail  was  reported  outside ;  and  he 
boarded  the  Aurora  at  the  heads.  This  was  the  first 
emigrant  ship  that  arrived.  A  strong  north-west  wind 
obliged  her  to  anchor  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
untU  the  22nd,  when  Colonel  Wakefield  left  a  pilot  on 
board  and  returned  to  the  Cuba.  During  the  next 
week,  the  work  of  disembarking  had  been  going  on. 
A  small  jetty  was  run  out  by  the  surveying  men ;  loca- 
tions were  allotted  near  the  lieach  for  the  pitching  of 
tents  and  temporary  huts,  in  the  erection  of  which  the 
natives  assisted  :  ■ 
sent  out  by  tli'.' 
labouring  emigmti! 
Mr■B^UCT,a^^^  i.) 
ftnd>^MA|Bed  di^'iiK' 
Sundivl^.26th. 

On  v\         .Thorndoi 
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south-west  extremity  of  the  harbour,  on  which  he  had 
intended  to  place  the  town,  Colonel  Wakefield  was 
well  received  by  the  natives  of  that  part.  More  than 
one  competitor,  however,  for  land  had  visited  them 
since  our  departure,  and  had  attempted  to  buy  patches 
of  land  over  our  heads.  One  of  these  was  a  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Tod,  who  had  arrived  in  a  schooner  from  South 
Australia,  and  had  immediately  looked  about  for  any 
chance  of  laying  claim  to  a  portion  of  the  land,  which 
he  understood  from  Smith,  whom  we  had  left  here, 
to  be  intended  for  the  occupation  of  a  large  English 
colony.  He  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  discover  an 
inferior  chief  named  Moturoa,  or  "  Long  Island,"  who 
had  been  absent  during  our  purchase  in  September, 
and  who  agreed  to  sell  him  three  or  four  acres  on  the 
most  promising  part  of  the  beach,  near  Pipitea  Point 
and  pa  at  Thomdon.  Mr.  Tod  appeared  resolved  to 
maintain  this  transaction  by  every  possible  means ;  but 
Moturoa  very  soon  showed  a  disposition  to  assent  to 
the  large  sale,  and  receive  some  utu  from  Colonel 
Wakefield  for  his  rights  and  claims,  which  Warepori 
and  JEpuni  both  described  as  very  insignificant. 

A  more  influential  and  dangerous  rival  had  also  been 
here,  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Williams,  the 
chairman  of  the  Church  mission  in  New  Zealand, 
who  had  arrived  in  a  clipping  schooner  from  the  Bay 
of  Islands  but  a  short  time  after  our  departure.  Under 
the  pretence  of  securing  a  piece  of  land  for  the  native 
teacher,  named  Richard  Davis,  whom  I  have  before 
mentioned,  he  had  obtained  an  assignment  to  himself 
of  40  acres  in  the  best  part  of  the  proposed  site.  The 
transaction  seemed,  however,  to  have  been  attended 
with  much  secrecy ;  and  we  could  not  learn  what  pay- 
ment he  had  made,  or  from  what  chiefs  I 
tained   the   cession.      Smith  told  us,  thai 
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remonitrated  with  for  interfering;  wit))  litnil  which  hiid 
been  already  bought,  and  had  l)een  fixed  upon  lut  the 
site  of  a  town,  Mr.  Williams  had  declared  that  "  he 
"  did  not  care  for  the  Company,  which  had  treated 
"  him  with  great  want  of  courtesy  in  not  informing 
"him  of  their  views  in  this  country." 

The  history  of  hia  native  agent,  Richard  Davis,  or 
Reihana,  had  not  been  one  to  excite  faith  in  his  sin- 
cereadherence  to  the  Christian  religion.  We  collected 
from  Mr.  Bumby  at  Hokianga,  as  well  as  from  several 
natives  who  had  visited  the  north,  that  Davis  had  been 
originally  carried  as  a  slave  to  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and 
wlule  there,  had  become  one  of  the  early  converts  of 
the  Church  mission.  He  had  been  emancipated  by 
his  master,  and  eagerly  looked  for  an  opportunity  of 
returning  among  his  own  tribe,  with  a  wife  to  whom 
he  had  been  married  according  to  the  forms  of  our 
religion,  and  two  or  three  children,  About  the  time 
that  Messrs.  Bumby  and  Hobbs  of  the  Wesleyan  mis- 
sion were  preparing  for  their  exjiedition  to  Cook's 
Strait,  Davis  suddenly  became  a  vehement  Wesleyan, 
and  aj^lied  to  Mr.  Bumby  for  a  passage  in  the  schooner 
to  Port  Nicholson ;  agreeing  to  exert  his  iufluenee 
UDODg  his  relations  tl^re  to  procure  proselytes  and  a 
pied-O'lerre  for  the  Wesleyan  mission.  It  must  \m 
letnarioid,  that  just  about  tliis  time  a  disagrucrfient 
had  arisen  between  the  two  missionary  soei&tles  as  to 
the  limits  of  their  resitective  labours.  An  understand- 
in;  ,1  !  ,„(_  thsit  th«  Church 
IJ1,  'f  the  ea»t(fm,  urid  th« 
U.  ..,..  '■  "f  the  Dorth'-rn 
bland.  11  Ze^^^Kmld 
not  a^rec  .:                                              ndeff^^Mre»t 
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verting  round  as  far  as  Cape  Egmont ;  and  the  Wes- 
leyans  asserted  their  claim  to  preach  as  far  as  Cape 
Palliser.  Port  Nicholson  was  thus  within  the  dis- 
puted district :  and  no  honour  redounded  to  his  em- 
ployers when  Richard  Davis,  immediately  after  dis- 
embarking from  the  vessel  of  the  Wesleyan  mission, 
again  avowed  himself  an  orthodox  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  spread  the  tracts  and  the  doctrines 
of  the  Bay  of  Islands  mission,  and  set  to  work  to  pre-' 
pare  the  resident  natives  for  the  purchase  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams of  some  of  their  land,  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
temporary  church.  Thus,  from  the  first,  two  doctrines 
of  religion  had  been  preached  to  the  native  inhabitants 
of  Port  Nicholson. 

The  natives  repeatedly  stated  that  Mr.  Williams 
had,  during  his  visit,  told  them  that  the  White  settlers 
expected  by  us  would  drive  them  to  the  hills,  and  that 
they  ought  to  have  disposed  of  their  land  at  the  price 
of  a  pound  a  foot;  advising  them  to  claim  money  on  the 
return  of  Colonel  Wakefield.  Their  good  faith,  however, 
was  as  yet  unimpaired ;  and  the  firmness  with  which 
they  had  resisted  such  strong  attempts  to  excite  them 
to  suspicion  and  distrust  of  us,  and  to  the  infraction  of 
their  bargain,  gave  great  hopes  of  the  influence  which 
we  should  be  enabled  to  preserve  among  them  by  con- 
tinued kind  treatment,  and  by  making  the  Reserves 
prove  how  much  we  had  been  belied. 

We  afterwards  heard  that  Mr.  Williams  had  pro- 
ceeded in  our  track  about  Cook's  Strait ;  always  fore- 
stalled by  us  a  few  days  in  our  purchases  of  the  land. 
At  Kapiti  he  had  expressed  much  disappointment  at 
his  inability  to  catch  us. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  the  Oriental  had  arrived  at 
Port  Nicholson,  bearing  some  of  the  leading  settlers, 
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as  well  as  an  additional  number  of  emigrants.  They 
liad  selected  the  banks  of  the  Hutt  river,  about  a  mi^ 
from  the  sea,  as  a  temporary  location,  and  set  to  work 
on  tents  and  houses.  On  the  7th  of  February,  a  sail 
being  reported  outside,  Colonel  Wakefield  had  gone 
out  to  the  Heads  in  tlie  Cuba,  and  brought  in  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  the  third  emigrant  ship,  whose 
captain  had  been  lost  overboard  accidentally  in  a  gale 
of  wind  off  Stephens  Island. 

On  the  10th,  in  the  midst  of  the  bustle  attendant 
on  the  disembarkation  from  these  three  vessels,  some 
alarm  was  produced  among  the  new  comers  by  the 
report  of  a  native  attack.  A  smart  firing  of  muskets 
wvA  heard  in  the  evening  on  the  ridge  of  hills  east  of  the 
valley,  near  the  native  viUage  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hutt, 
occupied  by  Pua&auia  and  his  people.  Colonel  Wakefield 
itarted  along  the  beach  for  the  scene  of  action.  He  gave 
a  vivid  description  of  the  confusion  caused  among  both 
natives  and  White  men.  Both  came  running  to  him, 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  seeking  from  him  guidance 
and  assistance,  and  the  women  and  children  screamed 
in  chorus.  On  arriving  at  /Vaiwetu,  or  "Star-river," 
as  the  village  is  named,  after  the  stream  which  flows' 
under  the  eastern  hills,  he  heard  that  the  firing  pro- 
ceeded from  our  own  natives,  who  had  been  up  among 
the  hills  in  search  of  Puakawa.  This  chief  had  shown 
himself  as  eager  in  his  friendship  for  the  White  people 
as  he  had  been  violent  in  his  first  opposition  to  the 
sale,  and  had  gained  the  respect  and  esteemtt 
in  the  few  days  during  which  they  had  ^ 
The  captain  of  the  Orientiil  hud  receiv*' 
hospitably  on  board  his  ship,  and  r 
out  to  his  gardens  that  morning  in  i 
small  present  of  jiotatoes  for  ItU  nM 
He  had   been  accompanied  onliy'l)] 
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slave-boy.  His  protracted  absence  at  night  had  raised 
the  fears  of  his  sons,  who,  upon  searching  for  him^  had 
found  only  a  pool  of  blood.  They  had  returned  for 
the  other  men  of  the  pa ;  and  these,  firing  their  muskets 
at  random  in  their  usual  way  when  excited^  as  they 
went  up  the  hill,  had  caused  the  alarm. 

Colonel  Wakefield  returned  to  the  store  at  Pitone  ; 
issued  forty  stand  of  arms  to  the  men  on  the  beach ; 
and  appointed  a  rendezvous  in  case  of  need.  Late  in> 
the  evening,  armed  boats  landed  from  the  ships,  ready 
to  assist,  and  anxious  to  hear  the  news.  At  daylight. 
Colonel  Wakefield  returned  to  ff^aiwetu,  with  Epuni 
and  TVarepon  ;  and  a  large  party  of  natives  started  up 
the  hill  to  renew  the  Search.  About  a  mile  from  the 
ji?o,  Fuahawd^  body  was  found  in  the  potato-ground. 
JEIis  head  had  been  cut  ofi*,  and  his  heart  taken  out.^ 
The  woman  and  boy  were  not  to  be  seen,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  captives.  They  wrapped  the  mutilated 
corpse  in  his  red  blanket,  and  bore  it,  lashed  to  a  trce^ 
in  procession  to  the  village ;  where  the  usual  tangt  took 
place,  after  it  had  been  deposited  in  the  wahi  tapu,  or 
"  sacred  ground."  Colonel  Wakefield  tried  to  con- 
sole the  widow  and  children,  and  then  returned  to 
Pitone  with  the  chiefs.  They  seined  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  murderers  were  natives  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kapith  probably  of  the  Ngatirau- 
kawa  tribe,  set  on  by  White  men  living  there ;  and 
particularly  alluded  to  the  Church  missionaries  said 
to  have  recently  established  themselves  there,  as  likely 
to  be  hostile  to  our  plans.  Colonel  Wakefield  of 
course  refused  to  place  any  faith  in  this  supposition. 
It  was  found  out  afterwards  that  the  murder  had  been' 
committed  by  a  foraging  party  of  the  Ngatikahuhunu^ 
or  original  inhabitants. 

Poor  Puakawa  I  his  death  was  sincerely  regretted 
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l»y  the  yoimg  colony.  Warm  of  heart  and  strong  in 
feelings,  he  had  sturdily  resisted  all  our  proposids  to 
buy  h^  land,  until  he  became  convinced  that  the  re- 
sult would  be  for  the  weal  of  the  Maori ;  and  he  had 
greatly  alfected  me,  I  remembered,  by  his  stirring  pic- 
ture of  the  evils  which  he  expected  from  the  introduc- 
tion of -White  men  into  his  country.  Having  once, 
however,  made  up  his  mind  to  receive  them,  he  had 
thrown  aside  all  suepicion  of  their  motives,  and  had 
ai^lied  the  whole  energy  of  his  character  to  welcome 
dtem  .with  kindness  and  cordiality.  The  educated 
settlers  spoke  with  delight  of  his  conduct ;  and  no 
one  could  reproach  him  with  a  harsh  word  or  action 
towards  a  White  man  of  any  class  since  their  arrival. 
He  had  entered  with  vigour  into  the  hardships  of  the 
first  landing,  and  had  held  up  for  emulation  among 
his  own  tribe  the  name  unanimously  given  to  him 
by  both  races,  of  "  the  friend  of  the  White  people." 
Though  he  was  only  known  to  them  for  a  very  few 
days,  the  grief  for  his  death  was  as  great  among  than 
as  among  the  natives;  and  his  name  is  to  this  day  one 
which  tJ^y  recollect  with  affection  and  reverence.  I 
had  jormed  such  sanguine  hopes  of  the  great  ueefiil- 
nesB  of  Puakaxa  in  leading  his  people  to  appreci^e 
our  kind  intentions  towards  them,  and  such  pleasing 
aotieipations  of  the  development  of  gratitude  in  so 
generous  »  mind,  a£  soon  a&  lie  should  \je  able  to  per- 
ceive the  beneiits  aeonitiur  to  him  and  his  desciiudante 
from  our  arrival,  tl  .1  ,,fj,   .^^   fj^^.  i;„]jj,g 

of  a    pleasant   drt..'  '     i"-'-  "1   :i  \alued 

friend. 

few  wanderers 
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cutters.  They  applied  themselves  to  make  the  most  of 
the  new  colony  by  means  of  their  colonial  experience. 
One,  named  Coghlan,  had  established  a  grog-shop  half- 
way along  the  beach,  where  a  disorderly  assemblage 
of  sailors^  stray  whalers,  and  other  bad  characters 
from  the  different  stations,  had  become  accustomed  to 
assemble,  and  caused  some  annoyance  to  the  quiet 
settlers  by  their  drunkenness  and  wild  orgies.  As 
there  was  positively  no  law  or  auliiority  to  prevent 
this.  Colonel  Wakefield's  warning  to  Goghlan  against 
a  repetition  of  the  disturbance  had  been  treated  with 
some  contempt.  Upon  this  he  had  explained  his  views^ 
to  Warepori  and  Epuni ;  andthey,  with  several  other 
chiefs  of  authority,  had  accompanied  him,  with  their 
arms  and  mats  of  state,  to  the  den  in  question.  They 
then  confirmed  Colonel  Wakefield's  statement  that  he 
acted  by  their  authority ;  and  threatened  to  send  Cogh- 
lan  on  board  ship  again  if  he  should  not,  for  the 
future,  carry  on  his  business  in  a  more  decent  manner. 
This  demonstration  had  had  as  good  an  effect  as  a 
caution  from  a  bench  of  Magistrates. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  we  arrived,  a 
fourth  ship,  the  Bengal  Merchant,  anchored  in  the 
harbour.  This  vessel  came  from  the  Clyde,  and  was 
laden  with  Scotch  emigrants.  These  seemed  in  high 
spirits ;  and,  although  the  weather  began  to  be  wet 
for  some  time,  they  only  remarked  that  it  was  *'  rather 
"  saft,"  and  worked  away  at  temporary  habitations  like 
the  rest. 

During  the   next  few  days,   I   was   busy  visiting 
various  old  friends,  who  had  squatted  along  the  bankft 
of  the  Hutt.     The  sand-hummocks  at  the  back  of  the  jj 
long  beach  were  dotted  over  with  tents  of  aU  .^hai 
and  sizes,  native-built  huts  in  vari« 
struction,  and  heaps  of  goods  of  m^ 
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lay  about  anywhere  between  high-water  mark  and  tlie 
houses.  Thus  ploughs,  hundreds  of  bricks,  millBtones, 
tent-poles,  saucepans,  crockery,  iron,  pot-hooks,  and 
triangles,  casks  of  all  sizes  and  bales  of  all  sorts,  were 
distributed  about  the  sand-hummocks.  The  greatest 
good-humour  prevailed  among  the  owners  of  these 
multifarious  articles ;  the  very  novelty  and  excitement 
of  their  employment  appeared  to  give  them  high  spirits 
and  courage.  They  pitched  their  tents  and  piled  up 
their  goods  in  rude  order,  while  the  natives,  equally 
pleased  and  excited,  sung  Maori  songs  to  them  from  the 
tops  of  the  ware  or  huts  where  Uiey  sat  tying  the 
rafters  and  thatch  together  with  6axei)  bands.  As  I 
passed  along,  I  was  greeted  by  many  an  old  acquaint* 
ance  among  these,  who  would  jump  down  from  his 
Work  with  a  shout  of  joy,  and  inquire  anxiously 
whether  "  Tiratee&e"  had  forgotten  him.  Then  would 
come  a  merry  congratulation  at  my  having  returned 
safe  from  the pakaru  or  "broken"  ship,  and  generally, 
to  conclude,  a  proud  sign  towards  the  house  erecting 
for  his  pakeka,  and  another  cheer  as  he  scrambled  up 
again  to  his  work.  Thus  I  advanced  through  a  run- 
ning iire  of  kind  greetings.  At  the  Imck  of  the  hut 
occupied  by  Coghlan,  whither  a  flag-staff  and  New 
Zealand  flag  invited  the  sailors,  a  rough  and  new- 
made  track  struck  off  to  the  settlement  on  the  river- 
bank,  across  a  miry  swamp.  After  ubout  n  quarter  of 
lile  of  thiff,"teeBche(l  the  j^Mtion  of  ii  small  creek 
with  the  Hutt;^H^  soon  fount^teelf  at  the  beginning 
tents  ain^Hto,  among  the  low, 
I  which  <n^B  thh  rattTof  the 
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The  expected  surveying  vessel,  the  Cuba/  had  made  a 
very  long  passage ;  and,  after  touching  ineffectually  at 
Kaipara  and  Port  Hardy,  had  come  on  to  xKapitii 
where  those  on  board  heard  from  the  whalers  that 
Colonel  Wiakefield  had  fixed  on  Port  Nicholson  fi&.  the 
site  bf  the  first  settlement.  They  had  accordingly 
arrived  here  on  the  4th  of  January.  Captain  Smith, 
the  Company's  Surveyor-General,,  had  preferred;  the 
Ipwerpart  of  the  valley  of  the  Hutt  to  Thorndon  and 
its  neighbourhood  for  the  site .  of  the  town :  as  the 
whole  1100  acres,  with  sufficient  reserves  for  prome^ 
nades  and  other  public  purposes,  could  be  laid  out  on 
perfectly  level  ground  in  the  alluvial  valley;  while  the 
hilly  nature  of  the  country  at  the  south-west  extremity 
of  the  harbour  precluded  the  possibility  of  placing 
much  more  than  half,  the  town  and  reserves  on  flat 
ground.  He  had,  accordingly,  neglected  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  Colonel  Wakefield  to  the  man  whom 
we  left  here,  to  have  the  town  laid  out  at  Thorndon, 
and  had  proceeded  with  the  survey  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hutt.  The  dense  forest  and  swampy  nature  of  some 
of  the  ground  had  impeded  the  rapid  progress  of  the 
necessaiy  measurements;  and  these  temporary  allot- 
ments had  therefore  been  made  by  Colonel  Wakefield 
on  the  proposed  boulevards  and  public  park  of  the 
town,  which  were  intended  to  include  the  scrubbv  and 
sandy  ground  near  the  sea  and  a  broad  belt  along 
either  bank  of  the  Hutt. 

Colonel  Wakefield's  opinion  still  remained  unchanged 
as  to  the  proper  site  for  the  town ;  but,  imagining  from 
the  instructions  of  the  Company  to  Captain  Smith  that 
that  gentleman  was  entitled  to  carry  out  his  own  opi- 
nion in  this  respect,  he  had  refrained  from  stopping 
the  surveys  already  commenced.  • 

I  found,  however,  among  several  of  the  landholders 
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already  on  shore  a  disposition  to  prefer  Colonel  Wake- 
field's first  choice. 

The  site  now  under  survey  was  found,  as  new  lines 
were  cut  through  its  matted  vegetation,  to  be  in  many 
places  swampy,  and  much  intersected  by  sluggish  creeks, 
the  land  being  so  level  as  to  want  drainage.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  sea,  too,  seemed  a  great  objection ;  e9- 
pecially  as  the  river  was  only  navigable  at  high  water, 
and  the  anchorage  was  exposed  to  a  strong  sea  from 
the  heads  when  the  wind  was  southerly,  and  the  long, 
shoal  beach  was  in  that  case  lined  by  an  inconvenient 
surf,  which  interfered  with  the  dry  landing  of  goods. 
At  Thomdon,  on  the  contrary,  the  anchorage  was 
landlocked ;  and  the  largest  long-boats  might  run 
their  noses  on  to  a  beach  on  which  no  surf  could  ever 
break,  (^posite  the  spot  on  which  the  town  could  be 
built  Looking  forward  to  future  times,  it  became 
evident  that  Lambton  Harbour  would  become  the  seat 
of  commerce  by  means  of  its  natural  capabilities ;  and 
it  was  feared  that  the  possessors  of  the  few  earliest 
chcHces  of  country  sections  of  100  acres  each  might 
become  the  sole  land-owners  of  a  successful  rival  to  the 
town,  and  the  town  itself  sink  gradually  into  disuse. 
The  question,  however,  was  postponed  until  the  whole 
of  th6  land-owners  representing  the  preliminary  settle- 
ment of  1100  sections  should  have  arrived  to  give  their 
opinion.* 

.  I  found  the  squatters  on  the  Hutt  no  less  busy  and 
merry  than  their  fellows  on  the  beach.  I  met  and 
welcomed  two  or  three  old  friends  whom  I  had  not 
seen  since  I  left  England,  and  made  several  new  ac- 
quaintances  among   the  young   capitalists  wh 

*  Excellent  maps,  from  the  surveys  of  Company's  < 
Port  Nicholson  and  of  Cook's  Strait,  are  published  by 
Elder,  of  Cornhill. 
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working  witii  their  retinue  of  labourers  at  putting 
their  goods  and  chattels  into  some  order  and  security. 
Three  gentlemen,  whom  X  was  much  pleased  to  see 
again  in  New  Zealand,  had  formed  themselves  into  a 
.commercial  firm,  and  had  bronght  with  them,  among 
Ather  things,  the  complete  machinery  of  a  steam-engine 
of  twenty  horse  power,  adapted  for  sawing  or  flour 
mills.  These  were  Mr.  Edward  Betts  Hopper,  of 
Dover,  Mr.  Henry  William  Petre,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Alexander  Molesworth.  They  were  as  busy  as  the 
rest,  landing  and  arranging  their  goods.  At  high 
water,  the  ships'  long-boats  and  private  cargo-boats 
brought  quantities  of  goods  up  to  the  owners'  locations ; 
the  labourers  and  masters  worked  altogether  at  the 
casks,  and  bales,  and  other  heavy  things ;  the  natives 
lent  their  willing  aid,  .being  very  handy  in  the  water, 
and  then  returned,  either  to  a  job  at  hut-building,  or 
to  hawk  about  their  pigs  and  potatoes,  which  they 
brought  in  canoes  to  this  qnick  market. 

I  walked  some  distance  along  the  surveyor  s  line, 
and  made  the  acquaintances  of  such  of  the  new-comers 
as  I  did  not  already  know.  Each  capitalist  appeared  to 
have  a  following  of  labourers  from  his  own  part  of  the 
country.  Cornish  miners  and  agricultural  labourers 
had  pitched  their  tents  near  Mr.  Molesworth ;  Kentish 
men  dwelt  near  Mr.  George  Duppa,  a  little  higher  up; 
and  many  of  the  Scotch  emigrants  were  collecta 
a  point  between  two  reaches  of  the  river,  > 
Dudley  Sinclair  and  Mr.  Barton  were  en.''- 
dwellings.  At  the  latter  place  Mr.  Sinchiii- 
cow  was  browsing  on  the  shrubs  of  her  iiewl)- 
country. 

Small    patches    for    fiiardens    were    aires, ' 
cleared  in  various  spol  "  xen-haired 

were  playing  about  i  and  t 
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thing  made  an  impression  of  cheerfulness  and  content^ 
ment. 

Then  the  mildness  of  the  climate,  the  good  prepa- 
rations made  before  leaving  England,  and  the  hearty 
good-feeling  existing  among  the  colonists  themselves 
as  well  as  between  them  and  the  natives,  all  tended  to 
give  the  extensive  bivouac  the  air  of  a  pic-nic  on  a 
large  scale,  rather  than  a  specimen  of  the  first  hard- 
ships of  a  colony. 

For,  although  all  were  often  wet  in  the  numerous 
boat-excursions  and  fording  of  streams  and  creeks,  or 
occasional  showers  of  rain,  no  one  felt  any  injury  to 
his  health ;  master  and  man  toiled  with  equal  energy 
and  good-will ;  and  both  enjoyed  a  good  meal,  often 
served  up  with  all  the  comforts  of  civilized  life.  Thus, 
in  a  little,  cramped,  but  weather-tight  tent,  you  found 
a  capitalist  in  shirt-sleeves,  taking  a  hasty  meal  off 
preserved  meat  and  good  vegetables  (the  latter  grown 
from  the  seeds  we  had  left  with  Smith),  and  drinking 
good  beer  or  wine ;  and  this  from  excellent  glass  and 
crockery,  with  plate,  and  clean  table-cloths,  and  cruet- 
stands,  and  all  the  paraphernalia.  The  labourer  ate 
an  equally  comfortable  dinner  from  the  pot-au-feuy 
full  of  ration-meat  and  potatoes  or  cabbages,  which 
had  been  prepared  by  his  wife  at  the  gipsy-fire  out- 
side. 

Each  English  family  had  got  a  native  or  two  par- 
ticularly attached  to  them.  They  supplied  their  guests 
with  potatoes  and  firewood,  and  with  an  occasional  pig  % 
shared  in  the  toils  and  meals  of  the  family,  delighted 
at  the  novelty  of  every  article  unpacked,  and  very 
quick  at  learning  the  use  of  new  tools  and  inventions ; 
chattered  incessantly  in  Maori  and  broken  English ; 
devoted  themselves,  each  to  his  own  pakehoy  with  the 
greatest  good-breeding,  patience,  and  kind  attention ; 
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Mid  soon  accustomed  themselves  to  observe  and  imi- 
tate almost  every  new  habit,  with  a  striking  desire  of 
emulating  the  superiority  of  their  White  brothers. 

Even  this  first  step  in  colonizing  their  country  must, 
however,  have  been  a  startling  contradiction  to  all 
their  previous  ideas. 

: .  Although  we  had  often  explained  to  them  that 
many  htmdred  White  men  would  com6  and  cover  the 
country,  their  minds  had  evidently  not  been  of  suffi- 
cient capacity  to  realize  the  idea  of  such  numbers,  v  The 
Maori  language  has  no  word  for  a  number  above 
mano,  a  "  thousand  ;"'  and  even  this  is  generally  used 
indefinitively  to  describe  any  large  amount. 

Accordingly,  soon  after  the  emigrants  from  the  two 
first  ships  had  landed  to 'look  about  them,  PFarepori 
came  to  Colonel  Wakefield's  hut  one  morning,  and 
showed  him  the  war-canoes  hauled  down  to  the  wa- 
ter'«  edge  ready  for  launching,  in  front  of  Pitone. 
Upon  being  asked  his  meaning,  he  said  he  was  come 
to  bid  farewell.  *^  We  are  going,"  said  he,  "  to  our 
**  old  habitation  at  Taranaki.  I  *know  that  we  sold 
"  you  the  land,  and  that  no  more  White  people  have 
**  come  to  take  it  than  you  told  me.  But  I  thought 
**  you  were  telling  lies,  and  that  you  had  not  so  many 
"  followers.  I  thought  you  would  have  nine  or  ten, 
"  or  perhaps  as  many  as  there  are  at  Te-awa-iti.  I 
**  thought  that  I  could  get  one  placed  at  each  joa,  as  a 
"  White  man  to  barter  with  the  people  and  keep  vui 
*♦  well  supplied  with  arms  and  clothing ;  and  that  I- 
"  should  be  able  to  keep  these  White  men  underm^ 
"  hand  and  regulate  their  trade  myself.  But  I  SMc 
"  that  each  ship  holds  two  hundred,  and  I  believ»|» 

now,  that  you   have  more  coming.     They  are  si 

well  armed ;  and  they  are  strong  of  heart,  for>  tb 
"  have  begun  to  build  their  hpuses  w"'      *  ♦•Jhi 
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"  Thcywill  be'too  etrong'  for  us;  my  heart  isdftrk; 
"  Remain  here  with  your  people ;  I  will  go  with  mine 
"  to  Tarant^i" 

After  some  ineffectual  attempts  at  dissuading  hinif 
Gelonel  Wakefield  thought  he  had  better  not  interfere 
anymore  with  this  sudden  panic  ;  and  told  him  that 
if  he  doubted  the  power  and  wish  of  the  WhitC'  people 
to  make  the  life  of  the  natives  happy,  he  had  better  go,' 
although  he  should  much  regret  the  separation. 
-  On  Warepori^  rrturn  to  the  pa,  however,  he  found 
the  council  of  chiefs,  from  which  he  had  come  with 
this  message,  totally  dispersed.  The  emigrants  had 
eagerly  urged  the  natives  to  assist  them  in  building 
temporary  shelter.  Some  were  gazing  with  delight 
on 'the  liberal  ofiers  of  blankets,  guns,  and  tobacco^ 
made '  by  the  new-comers  for  materials  and  labour ; 
while  others  had  already  started  off  to  the  woods  to 
(iut  rafters  and  ridge-poles.  Others  were  assisting  to 
land  goods,  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  remain  idl^ 
enough  to  talk  about  going  while  good  pay'  attended 
smart  work.  They  unanimously  refused  to  start  until 
they  should  have  reaped  the  abundant  harvest  to  be  ob^ 
tained  by  working  for  the  pakeha  ho,  or  "  new  White 
'f  men ;"  and  when  they  found  that  this  harvest  was  con- 
tinnal,  and  that  they  were;  not  only  well  paid  for  their 
work,  but  treated  with  uniform  kindness  and  gratitude 
for  their  prompt  services  ; — when  they  fonnd,  too,  that 


the  visitors 

were  not  .'lil  . 

stahviirt,  welliinned  men,  but 

fnany><tf  them  good-SMbired  women  and  smiling  chil- 
dren, Tjbil^  the  very^Biproved  kinder  than  they  had 
expe^d^-the  canofl^^BC  hnuled  up,  uul  the  whole 

Tav^^ 

fchemewafl 

^Ued  as  a.  vaoB  of  which 

they  l^H 
lHU^h«^H 

iiH 

^^^orepcrtj^kelf  often 
■KC^^^Bfeld  and 

myself  ^H 

■ 
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whom  he  supplied  with  food  and  the  labour  of  his 
slaves. 

Old  Epuni  had  attached  himself  especially  to  Colo- 
nel Wakefield.  The  stores  had  been  placed  entirely 
under  his  care^  of  which  he  was  not  a  little  proud. 
He  and  his  people  were  engaged  on  a  good-sized  house 
near  the  store-house  for  my  uncle.  Another  Pitone 
man  had  built  a  house  for  me ;  but  as  I  was  not  sure 
of  remaining  very  long,  I  had  declined  the  honour  of 
ti,  residence  of  my  own.  I  made  the  house,  Maori  re- 
taii^er,  and  all,  over  to  Dr.  Dorset,  who  had  taken 
shelter  at  first  under  the  roof  of  an  old  friend  of  his, 
a  passenger  in  the  Aurora. 

A  brisk  northerly  wind  and  rain  continued  from 
the  evening  of  the  23rd  to  the  morning  of  the  27th ; 
but  the  squatting  still  went  on  with  great  vigour. 

On  the  26th,  Captain  Heale  of  the  Aurora  gave  a 
farewell  dinner  on  board  to  the  principal  settlers ;  and 
I,  among  others,  accepted  his  invitation.  The  bright 
hopes  and  good  prospects  of  the  young  colony  formed 
the  subject  of  several  animated  speeches,  and  various 
sanguine  conjectures  were  hazarded  as  to  the  future 
history  of  the  New  Zealand  flag. 
.  The  rain  continued,  with  but  few  intervals,  till  the 
1st  of  March,  with  a  heavy  south-east  gale,  which 
threw  a  heavy  surf  on  to  the  beach,  and  tried  the 
strength  of  several  of  the  tent-ropes. 

During  this  time,  I  either  wandered  about  among 
the  squatters,  or  chatted  with  the  natives  at  Pitone  pa. 

Colonel  Wakefield  and  I  lived  in  a  room,  partitioned 
off*  from  the  large  barn-like  store,  which  faced  the 
south-east,  and  was  anything  but  warm  during  the 
gale,  the  only  window  being  a  piece  of  canvass,  and  the 
door  a  rickety  and  badly-fitted  one  from  a  ship-cabin. 
A  large  dresser  along  one  side  of  this  room,  which  was 
about  eight  feet  broad  and  twenty  long,  served  for 
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table  and  wiitiiig-desk.  At  the  end  farthest  from  the 
door,  a  ''bonk,*'  or  wooden  shel^  su^mrted  Golond 
Wakefield's  bed.  Mine  was  a  oot,  placed  on  the  top 
of  a  jule  of  nrasket-cases  and  so^nboxes  against  the 
partition.  The  flocn:  consisted  of  the  natural  gnj 
shingle  which  formed  the  beach ;  and  the  roof,  which 
was  loddly  waterproof  bent  and  yielded  to  every  puff 
of  wind.  The  plan  of  tying  everything  tc^ther  with 
flax,  in  both  the  walls  and  the  roof,  makes  these  Memri 
houses  so  elastic  that  no  wind  can  blow  them  down. 
The  thatched  waUsare  highly  airy,  and  a  copious  ven- 
tilation circulates  through  them  in  every  direction. 

We  had,  however,  plenty  of  thick  blankets,  and  used 
to  sleep  soundly  and  turn  out  fresh  and  hearty  at  day-* 
break.  Then  a  sea-bath  was  close  to  the  door ;  and 
wonders  were  done  in  the  cooking  way  by  Saturday, 
the  Rotoma  man,  who  officiated  as  Jack-of-all-trades 
until  the  return  of  my  uncle's  servant  in  the  Tory. 
I  used  also  to  be  constantly  in  and  out  of  the  teut  of 
Mr.  Henry  Moreing,  which  was  close  by.  This  gentle* 
man  had  formerly  travelled  in  Egjrpt  and  India,  and 
his  double  tent  was  consequently  perfect  as  to  order  and 
comfort.  He  had  also  brought  the  virtue  of  hospi* 
tality  from  the  East ;  and  I  ate  many  a  dinner  in  that 
rude  spot,  the  good  points  of  which  might  have  been 
envied  by  a  European  petit-maitre. 

Next  to  his  two  tents  was  the  camp  of  a  Mr.  Craw* 
ford,  who  had  been  one  of  the  first  overlanders  from 
New  South  Wales  to  Adelaide,  and  who  seemed  deter^ 
mined  to  "rough  it"  as  roughly  as  possible.  He 
dwelt  in  a  low  hut,  into  which  it  was  necessary  to 
crawl,  in  common  with  some  uncouth-looking  Austra- 
lian servants,  who  made  one  think  at  once  of  bush- 
rangers and  banditti.  Mr.  Crawford  was,  however, 
a  mate  in  the  navy,  and  of  very  good  family.  Abouf 
this  time  he  bought,  for  1300  guineas,  five  land-ordei 
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from  Mr:  Dudley  Sinclair.  These  land-orders  were 
each  an  authority  from  the  Company  to  their  agent 
to  allow  the  owner  to  select  one  town  acre  and  one 
hundred  country  acres  according  to  tibe  number  which 
he  had  obtained  in  the  lottery,  explained  by  me  in  a 
former  chapter.  ' 

A  brig  fitrrived  from  Sydney  with  thirty  head  o£ 
cattle  •  She  was  stated  to  be  chartered  by  a  company 
formed  in  Sydney  with  a  large  capital  to  buy  land  and 
occupy  it.  The  agent  on  board  laid  claim  to  a  large 
tract  of  land  nearly  opposite  the  island  of  Mand^ 
bought  from  some  former  purchaser ;  but  the  opeita-r 
tions  of  the  agent  had  been  stopped  by  a  proclamation 
made  at  Sydney  on  the  14th  of  January  against,  any 
further  purchasing  of  land  in  New  Zealand..  A 
Sydney  paper  on  board  contained  a  copy  of  this  do- 
cument, which  was  issued  by  the  Governor  of  New 
South  WiBtles  in  order  to  stop  the  very  extensive  land* 
sharking  going  on  in  all  parts  of  the  inlands  lately 
placed  under  his  government,  especially  since  our 
doings  had  acquired  publicity.  The  agent  on  board 
asked  from  30/.  to  40/.  per  head  for  his  cows,  but  could 
find  no  buyers  at  that  price. 

On  the  2nd  of  March,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee or  Council  of  Colonists  took  place. 

In  order  to  understand  what  this  means,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  glance  back  at  the  steps  taken  by  the  settlers 
and  their  friends  in  England  between  the  sailing  of 
the  Tory  and  the  departure  of  the  first  emigrant- 
ships  from  Great  Britain. 

The  intending  colonists,  in  directing  their  course  to 
New  Zealand,  were  aware  that  the  natives  of  that 
country  were  represented  as  independent  by  the  Go^ 
vernment  which  refused  to  foster  them  in  their  ad^ 
venture,  and  by  the  missionary  body  which  had 
threatened  to  *'  thwart  them  by  every  means  in  \ti 
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"  power ;"  and  they  were  therefore  prepared  to  accede 
to  this  representation,  and  to  place  themselves  under  a 
government  of  the  native  chiefe,  which  would  be  as 
Qominalas  their  independence  andt^ir  flag.   ' 

So  perfectly  fantastic  and  nugatory  had  been  the  recog- 
nition by  Great  Britain  of  the  independence  of  New  Zea- 
land and  its  national  emblem,  that  we  found  the  natives 
in  Cook's  Strait  totally  unacquainted  with  the  meaning 
of  a  flag,  and  unable  to  distinguish  the  ensign  of  New 
Zealand  from  that  of  France,  England,  or  America. 
And  notwithstanding  the  letter  of  the  thirteen  chiefs 
of'theBay  of  Islands  to  William  IV.,  on  which  the 
declaration  of  independence  was  founded,  the  only 
sovereign  of  England  known  by  name  to  those  natives 
whom  we  had  met  was  Kingi  Hori,  or  "  King  George," 
whose  name  was  remembered  because,  nearly  twenty 
years  before,  he  had  given  Hongi  the  guns  by  means 
of  which  that  chief  originated  the  most  desolating 
wars  of  the  country. 

The  colonists  were  not,  therefore,  without  hope  that 
the  British  Government  would  determine  to  extend  its 
protecting  dominion  over  them,  as  soon  as  they  should 
have  carried  their  bold  scheme  into  execution. 

In  the  meanwhile,  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  maintenance 
of  law  and  order  among  the  young  community,  on 
their  reaching  the  shores  of  New  Zealand.  It  was 
well    known    that   the  chiel's,   howtivcr    independent, 

would  be  I  -.  hK«  ,.f  constructing  such  laws 

as  would  <■■  n'ilized  community.    It 

seemed,  th  -ni  some  plan  of  regu- 

lation ant]  \'.  !■-.  1' .  ■  '■    '  ][i; 

Dction  (il  I  ■  ■  ■  ■  'ii  i>'   .  .  Tils 
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agreed  upon  after  mucli  deliberation.  This  document 
is  such  a  curiosity  in  politics^  and  so  wise  in  the  sim- 
plicity of  its  provisions  for  the  circumstances  contem- 
platedy  that  I  venture  to  transcribe  it  entire  at  this 
place. 

(Agreement.) 

We,  the  undersigned,  intending  to  inhabit  the  New 
Zealand  Land  Company's  first  and  principal  settlement, 
with  the  view  to  provide  for  the  p^ace  and  order  thereof, 
do  hereby  agree  among  ourselves,  and  pledge  our  honour 
to  submit  ourselves  to  the  following  provisional  Regu- 
lations, and  to  enforce  them  on  each  other ;  that  is  to 
say,— 

1st.  That  all  the  persons,  parties  to  this  agreement, 
shall  submit  themselves  to  be  mustered  and  drilled 
under  the  direction  of  persons  to  be  appointed  as  here- 
inafter mentioned. 

2nd.  That  in  case  any  of  the  persons,  parties  to  this 
agreement,  shall  commit  any  oflFence  against  the  law  of 
England,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  punished  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  oflFence  had  been  committed  in  Eng- 
land. 

3rd.  That  in  case  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  any 
of  the  persons,  parties  to  this  agreement,  such  disputes 
shall  be  decided  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

4th.  That  a  committee  shall  be  formed  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons : — 

Colonel  William  Wakefield,  the  Company's 

Principal  Agent ; 
George  Samuel  Evans,  Barrister-at-Law ; 
Hon.  W.  H.  Petre  ; 
Dudley  Sinclair,  Esq.  ; 
Francis  A.  Moles  worth,  Esq.  ; 
Capt.  Edward  Daniell  ; 
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Lieut.  W.  M.  Smith,  the  Company's  Surveyor- 
Creneral ; 

R.  D.  Hanson,  Esq.  ; 

E.  B.  Hopper,  Esq.  ; 

George  Duppa,  Esq.  ; 

George  Hunter,  Esq.  ; 

Henry  Moreing,  Esq.  ; 

Henry  St.  Hill,  Esq.; 

Thomas  Partridge,  Esq.  ; 

Major  D.  S.  Durib. 
That  Colonel  William  Wakefield  shall  be  the  first 
President  thereof.  That  in  all  cases  the  Company's 
Principal  Agent  shall  be  the  President.  That  the 
Company  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  five  addi- 
tionsJ  members.  That  the  Committee  shall  have  the 
power  to  add  five  additional  members.  That  the  num- 
ber of  members  shall  not  exceed  twenty-five.  That 
five  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  all  purposes.  That 
Samuel  Revans,  Esq.,  shall  be  the  first  Secretary  to  the 
Committee. 

5th.  That  the  Committee  shall  have  the  power  to 
make  rules  for  their  meetings,  and  to  appoint  the  ne- 
cessaiy  officers;  and  that  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
shall  take  place  within  three  days  after  five  members 
shall  have  arrived  in  the  settlement. 

6th.  That  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  person  who  shall  be  called  an  Umpire;  and  that 
George  Samuel  Evans,  Esq.,  barrister-at-law,  shall  be 
the  first  UirtMlW-That  th*ifc|Dire  shall  preside  in  all  cri- 
minal procd^^^kand,  aseiML^y  seven  Assessors, shall 
decide  on  tt^^Hfc  or  innfi^^Hof  the  parto  accused. 
7th.  Th^^^hmrty  ^^HfeBd  guiUBfte  Um- 
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shall  exceed  three  months,  and  no  fine  to  be  so  stated 
shall  exceed  10/. 

8th.  That  in  all  civil  proceedings,  the  Umpire  shall 
preside ;  that  each  party  may  choose  an  arbitrator,  who 
shall  sit  with  the  Umpire,  and  the  award  of  the  ma- 
jority shall  bind  the  parties ;  and  the  Umpire  shall  have 
all  necessary  powers  of  compelling  the  attendance  of 
witnesses,  and  the  production  of  books  and  papers,  and 
of  examining  the  witnesses. 

9th.  That  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
five  of  their  members,  who  shall  be  called  a  Committee 
of  Appeal ;  and  to  such  Committee  an  appeal  may  be 
made  in  all  cases  civil  and  criminal,  and  the  decision 
of  such  Committee  shall  be  final. 

10th.  That  the  Committee  and  the  Umpire  shall  be 
authorized  to  make  such  rules  and  orders  for  thrir 
government  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  as  they 
shall  think  fit. 

11th.  That  the  Committee  may  direct  in  what  man- 
ner the  Assessors  shall  be  chosen. 

12th.  That  the  Committee  shall  direct  the  calling 
out  of  the  armed  inhabitants,  and  shall  make  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  same. 

13th.  That  the  Company's  principal  Agent  shall  have 
the  highest  authority  in  directing  the  armed  inhabi- 
tants when  called  out ;  and  that  the  Committee  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  such  other  persons  as  they 
think  fit  to  assist  in  such  direction. 

1 4th.  That  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  make 
regulations  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  settlement, 
and  shall  have  power  to  levy  such  rates  and  duties 
as  they  shall  think  necessary  to  defray  all  expenses 
attending  the  management  of  the  afiairs  of  the  colony 
and  the  administration  of  justice. 


,1 
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This  c<Mistitution  was  taken  on  board  the  fleet  of 
emigrant  ships,  when  preparing  to  sail  from  the 
Thames,  by  some  of  the  directors  of  the  Company; 
and  the  adhesion  of  the  whole  colony  was  obtained  to 
its  enforcement.  The  parcLment  original  was  for- 
warded in  one  of  the  ships  to  Oilonel  Wakefield,  who 
had  been  declared  the  first  leader  of  the  Provisional 
Goverameat.  It  was  in  accordance  with  this  agree- 
ment that  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  todi 
place,  in  a  wooden  frame  house  belonging  to  Captain 
Smith,  which 'was  then  situated  in  the  sand-hum- 
mocks about  half  a  mile  east  of  Pifone,  on  the  2nd  of 
March  1840.  Nothing  could,  however,  be  done  be- 
yond preparatory  measures  for  obtaining  the  sanction 
of  the  chiefs,  many  members  of  the  Committee  being 
yet  absent. 

A  report  was  brought,  just  at  dusk  on  the  same  day, 
that  the  Hutt  was  overflowing  its  banks  in  many 
places ;  and  we  started  in  Barrett's  boat  to  ascend 
the  river  in  order  to  give  assistance.  The  attempt 
proved  ineffectual,  owing  to  the  force  of  the  cur- 
rent swollen  by  the  rains.  In  the  morning.  Colonel 
Wakefield  went  up  the  valley,  and  found  that  many 
of  the  reports  had  much  exaggerated  the  real  state  of 
liungs.  There  had  been,  however,  as  much  as  eight 
indbes  of  water  in  some  of  the  houses  on  the  river^ 
bank. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Cuba  arrived  from  Kawia, 
and  anchored  in  Lambton  Harbour,  as  a  strong  south- 
east gale  w^^lowing,  i^u^  made  the  roadstead  at 
Piione  i^^^knient.  l^VKichard  D.ivies  Hanson 
had  arrive^^Bj^e  Cub^^h  England,  with  the  ap- 
pointmenttj^^Hbit  of  t^^^HK  ZealanJMand  (Com- 
pany for  ti]^^^^Bue:of  ^^^^H^^M^^^psed  that 
-  -  -    -  -by 
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US  during  the  time  when  Colonel  Wakefield  should 
be  employed  in  receiving  the  emigrants.  He  had 
accordingly  sailed  for  Kawia  on  the  7th  of  February, 
in  order  to  purchase  any  available  land  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood or  in  that  of  the  TVaipa  and  ff^aikato  rivers. 
The  Cuba  passed  the  Sugar-loaf  islands,  without  dis- 
tinguishing our  signals,  on  the  10th,  and  reached 
Kawia  on  the  12th  of  February,  After  the  examina- 
tion of  an  extensive  tract  of  country  near  that  harbour, 
and  while  about  to  negotiate  for  its  acquisition,  Mr. 
Hanson  was  arrested  in  his  proceedings,  by  a  copy  of 
the  same  proclamation  which  I  have  mentioned  as 
interrupting  the  movements  of  the  agent  of  the  Poly- 
nesian Company  of  Sydney.  He  had,  in  consequence, 
left  Kawia  on  the  20th  of  February,  and  called  at 
Port  Hardy  to  take  refuge  from  bad  weather.  A 
pleasing  piece  of  news  to  us  was,  that  the  Cuba  had 
seen  the  Tory  off  Kapiti  on  the  1st  instant;  so  that  we 
might  hourly  expect  to  see  our  old  shipmates  :  we  had 
begun  to  despair  of  ever  seeing  them  again,  on  account 
of  their  long  delay  since  we  left  them  at  Kaipara. 

On  the  4th,  at  noon,  the  gale  ceased,  the  weather 
cleared  up,  and  the  sun  shone  out  bright  and  warm. 
There  is  nothing  more  cheering  than  the  convalescence 
of  the  weather  in  Cook's  Strait  after  an  attack  of  cold 
rainy  weather  from  south-east.  The  atmosphere  is 
rare  and  clear ;  everything  dries  quickly ;  and  the 
plants  seem  to  grow  visibly  as  the  wind  shifts  gra- 
dually round  to  a  genial  breath  from  north-east.  I 
walked  along  the  banks  of  the  Hutt,  to  see  what 
damage  the  flood  had  done.  The  people  were  all 
joking  about  the  fright  which  it  had  caused  them, 
and  still  appeared  to  treat  it  as  a  pic-nic  casualty. 
Notwithstanding  the  long-continued  rain  and  rough 
weather,  no  colds  or  rheumatisms  were  complained  of. 
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and  the  work  of  squatting  went  on  as  cheerfully  as 
ever.  Some,  however,  who  had  learned  by  the  flood 
in  how  low  a  situation  their  first  dwellings  had  been 
placed,  determined  to  remove  in  time.  About  thirty 
or  forty  people,  chiefly  followers  of  Mr.  Molesworth 
from  Cornwall,  erected  a  long  row  of  reed  and  flax 
cottages  on  an  elevated  shingly  ridge  to  seaward  of 
the  small  creek  at  the  south  end  of  the  bivouac,  and 
christened  it  Cornish-row. 

On  the  5th,  the  boiler  of  the  steam^ngine  was 
towed  up  the  river,  the  different  vents  having  been 
first  plugged,  so  as  to  make  it  float.  On  the  beach  a 
speculator  from  Sydney  attempted  to  sell  some  goods 
by  auction  in  the  open  air,  and  collected  a  goodly 
throng  of  gaping  emigrants ;  but  he  wanted  an  ad- 
vance of  50  per  cent,  on  Sydney  prices  for  bad  Sydney 
things,  and  could  find  no  buyers. 

On  the  6th,  the  Aurora  sailed  for  Hokianga,  to 
get  a  cargo  of  kaf/ri  spars.  One  of  the  colonists  de- 
parted in  her  with  a  saw-mill,  being  led  to  believe 
that  he  should  be  able  to  work  it  there  with  more 
advantage  than  here.  Vessels  had  been  seen  outside 
the  harbour  during  the  last  two  days,  prevented  from 
reaching  the  heads  by  calms  and  light  land  breezes- 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  Colonel 
Wakefield  and  I  were  sitting  outside  Mr.  Moreing  s 
tent,  enjoying  a  cigar  and  the  genial  weather,  when 
we  made  out  three  large  vessels  at  once  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,     I  soon  recognized  the  '  as 

one  of  them.     Just  as  it  fell  dusk,  they  1 
sudden  storm  of  southerly  wind,  H^ht' 
which  made  us  retreat  under  the 
emerged  from  behind  Somes's  ] 
We  had  not  been  very  long  un 
jEvans,  one  of  the  earliest  memi 
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of  1837,  burst  into  the  tent,  soaked  through,  but  ap- 
parently wild  with  excitement  and  pleasure  at  having 
at  length  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  country  in  which 
he  had  been  so  long  interested.  He  told  us  that  the 
three  ships  were,  the  Adelaide,  in  which  his  family 
and  those  of  several  other  principal  colonists  were 
passengers ;  the  Glenbervie,  which  bore  the  manager, 
clerks,  and  well-lined  safe  of  a  branch  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Australia,  both  from  London ;  and  the  Tory, 
with  which  they  had  kept  company  from  Port  Hardy. 

In  the  morning,  a  grand  salute  was  fired  by  all  the 
ships,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  an  extended  line  between 
the  beach  and  Somes's  Island.  The  weather  was 
delicious;  and  a  large  concourse  of  those  oti  shore 
assembled  to  gaze  on  the  imposing  sight.  Six  large 
ships,  decked  with  colours,  above  which  the  New 
Zealand  flag  floated  supreme,  were  thundering  away. 
The  natives  shared  in  the  general  excitement,  and  pro- 
posed to  take  Colonel  Wakefield  in  their  canoes  round 
the  fleet.  No  sooner  said  than  done ;  and  away  they 
started  in  three  large  war-canoes,  racing  under  the 
stern  of  each  ship  in  succession,  while  the  salute  con- 
tinued. In  JEpunfs  canoe,  the  place  of  honour  near 
the  stern  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Wakefield;  and 
the  two  other  canoes  were  commanded  by  JVarepori 
and  Tuarau.  They  shouted  their  war-song  most 
vigorously  as  they  passed  close  to  each  astonished 
poop-load  of  passengers,  and  completed  the  circle  of 
the  vessels  at  full  speed  without  a  single  pause.  I 
was  much  amused  by  the  grimaces  of  E  Moe,  or 
"  Sleep,"  who  plied  his  paddle  at  the  bow  of  his 
brother  Epums  canoe,  which  got  back  first  to  the 
beach.  "  Sleep  '*  grinned  hideously  over  each  bow  al- 
ternately in  unison  with  the  wild  canoe-song. 

During  the  next  few  days,  the  passengers  of  the 


Cbap.  YIL  constitution  ratified  by  native  CHIEFa      216 

Adelaide  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  respec- 
tive merits  of  the  two  sites  for  the  town,  and  gave 
their  voices  almost  unanimously  in  favour  of  Thorn- 
don.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  commence  the 
survey  of  that  district.  This  change  of  course  caused 
some  delay,  as  the  time  already  spent  in  cutting  lines 
and  lajdng  out  the  streets  in  the  valley  of  the  Hutt 
became  almost  useless.  It  was  doubtless,  however,  a 
wise  change. 

The  machinery  of  the  provisional  government  being 
now  complete,  the  ratification  of  the  chiefs  of  Port 
Nicholson  was  obtained  to  its  Constitution,  and  the 
Committee  was  approved  and  empowered  by  them  as  a 
**  Council."  Measures  were  put  in  readiness  for  all 
sorts  of  public  works ;  the  appointment  of  oflScers,  the 
regulation  of  finances,  and  the  selection  of  sites  for  a 
powder-magazine,  infirmary,  and  other  public  institu- 
tions, were  considered;  and  the  note  of  organization 
and  arrangement  sounded  busily  in  all  quarters. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

An  exploring  journey — The  "boys"  pack  their  loads — Farewell 
— P(mrua — ^Parramatta  —  Waikatoa — Nayti — Failure  of  the 
attempt  to  civilize  him — Potato-grounds — Pukerua — Madman 
— KumerayOT  sweet  potato — ^Melons — Coast — Waikanae — ^Vil- 
lage of  the  Wanganui  chief — Pukeho  shooting — Native  houses 
— Night  alarm — Whalers  and  natives  at  Kapiti — Gratitude  for 
books — Shark's  tooth — Canoe  voyage — Karaka-u}ii& — Coast — 
Surf — Wangaihu  river — Pumice-stone — E  Kuru — Wanganui 
river — Encampment — Speeches — Putikiwaranui — Head  chie& — 
Vestiges  of  Rev.  Henry  Williams — Fishing  fleet— Fishing  vil- 
lages— Eagerness  to  sell  land  —  Native  mats — Dishonesty  re- 
proved — ^Land-mark — CliflFf  shore —  Waitotara  — Suspicion — A 
tutuaj  or  plebeian  tribe — Missionary  calumnies — Valley — Fish- 
ing-weir—  Lampreys  —  Tedious  travelling  —  Wenuakura^  or 
"  land  of  plumage  "—Hospitality — Crowding —  Tihoe  pa — Patea 
— Robbery  —  Utu^  or  payment — Threats — Restitution  —  I  am 
obliged  to  return — Parrots — Open  plains— Religious  scruples 
exaggerated — Excursion  up  the  Wanganui — Scenery — ^Village 
— Return  to  Wangaihu — Camp— Fleet  of  canoes — Rangitikei 
river  —  Eels  —  Native  gluttony — Prayers  at  sea — Festival  at 
Waikanae — Shipping  at  Kapiti — Whale-boat  journey — Mana — 
Hangihaeata — Carving — We  go  on  to  Pitone, 

Things  were  in  this  state,  when  I  determined  to 
set  off  on  a  journey  along  the  coast  towards  the 
TVanganui  river.* 

I  had  been  much  confined  hitherto  by  the  pretty 
constant  employment  of  writing,  for  I  had  acted  as 

*  I  owe  it  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  John  Arrowsmith,  and  to  the 
public  spirit  which  he  applies  to  the  advancement  of  geographical 
knowledge,  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  furnish  the  reader  with  a 
map  of  New  Zealand  more  correct  than  any  that  has  yet  appeared. 
It  embodies  the  recent  French  surveys  and  those  of  the  Company's 
surveyors  in  the  Middle  Island,  besides  the  sketches  of  travellers  in 
other  parts.  It  is,  however,  only  a  map  of  reference  for  these 
volumes ;  and  therefore  contains  no  names  not  mentioned  in  them. 
I  may  be  allowed  to  add  that  the  only  complete  map  of  New  Zea- 
land is  that  published  by  Mr.  Arrowsmith. 
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secretary  to  my  uncle ;  but  now  that  a  regular  clerk 
had  arrived  in  one  of  the  ships,  I  resolved  to  take  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  for  myself  some  of  the  natives 
nnvitiated  by  intercourse  with  savage  White  men,  and 
unimproved  by  missionary  labours.     I  proposed  to  pro- 
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among  whom  I  was  going.  I  laughed,  however,  at 
this  caution;  thinking  very  justly  that  JVarepwri^ 
however  much  allied  to  the  TVcmganui  natives  now, 
still  felt  a  hatred  towards  the  tribe  which  had  so 
much  impeded  the  migration  of  the  Ngatiawa  from 
Taranaki.  The  usual  farewell  was  shouted  by  the 
assembled  Pitone  natives ;  and  I  started  up  a  steep 
footpath  beyond  the  **  Throat '"  stream. 

The  Maori  farewell  is  simple  and  dignified  in  its 
expression.  The  traveller  says  to  those  he  leaves, — 
Enoho!  "sit  down!"  or  "  remain  !**  or  Enoho  ki  to 
knutou  kainga  !  "  stop  in  your  place  ; "  and  the  sta- 
tionary party  answer,  Haere  ki  tou  kainga  !  "  go  to  thy 
"  place ! "  In  this  case  they  shouted  "  Haere  ki  fVan- 
"  ganui.'* 

We  ascended  a  steep  hill,  through  extensive  potato- 
gardens  belonging  to  Tuarau  ;  and  from  thence  had  a 
noble  view  of  the  harbour  and  the  infant  settlement. 
After  a  tedious  march  of  two  or  three  hours  over  very 
undulating  ground  on  the  top  of  the  range,  along  a 
track  constantly  obstructed  by  webs  of  the  kareau^ 
or  supple-jack,  we  came  to  the  brow  of  a  descent,  from 
which  we  had  a  view  of  a  narrow  wooded  valley,  and 
a  peep  of  the  sea  in  Cook*s  Strait  over  a  low  part  of  the 
further  hills.  On  descending  the  hill,  we  found  our- 
selves in  a  fine  alluvial  valley,  through  which  a  consi- 
derable stream  brawled  and  cascaded.  Noble  forest-trees 
and  plenteous  underwood  intercepted  all  view  of  any- 
thing but  the  beaten  track  along  which  we  progressed. 
Just  about  dusk,  we  emerged  from  the  forest  into  a  jun- 
gle of  flax,  shrubs,  and  long  reeds,  at  the  spot  where  the 
stream  discharges  itself  into  an  arm  of  the  sea  which 
forms  part  of  the  harbour  of  Porirua,  or  "  Dark  pit." 
Wooded  hillocks  of  moderate  height  surrounded  this 
arm,  and  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  small  inland  lake, 
which  trended  away  to  the  northward.     I  was  very 


CsAP.  VUL  PARRAMATTA.  219 

anxious  to  push  on  to  the  spot  where  "  Geordie  Bolts** 
of  Te-awa-iti  had  his  whaling-station,  as  a  heavy  rain 
made  it  desirable  to  seek  some  shelter  for  the  night.  On 
advancing  about  a  mile  along  the  flat  muddy  beach  of 
the  harbour,  I  came  to  a  hut,  where  three  Europeans 
were  gathered  round  a  tire.  They  told  me  that  it  was 
yet  two  or  three  miles  to  the  station,  and  that  the  tide 
was  now  up  to  the  foot  of  the  wooded  hills  further 
along,  leaving  no  dry  path.  L  therefore  accepted  their 
oflFer  of  a  part  of  their  hut.  It  was  a  miserably-built 
affiiir,  and  let  in  plenty  of  rain  ;  but  I  covered  myself 
with  two  or  three  thick  blankets,  and  they  kept  me 
warm,  although  wet  through  before  morning. 

The  three  men  were  exceedingly  rough-looking  fel- 
lows ;  and  were  engaged,  they  told  me,  to  go  to  Port 
Nicholson  and  drive  back  the  cattle  belonging  to  the 
Pol3mesian  Company,  to  the  land  purchased  by  them 
at  this  place.  I  afterwards  heard  that  I  had  passed 
the  night  with  three  of  the  most  dangerous  characters 
on  the  coast,  all  supposed  to  be  escaped  convicts  from 
New  South  Wales.  They  were  the  positive  refuse  of 
the  whaling-stations.  They  treated  me,  however,  with 
kindness  and  hospitality  in  their  rough  way. 

At  daylight  a  sawyer's  boat,  attached  to  the  whal- 
ing-station, came  into  a  creek  close  to  the  hut ;  and  I 
made  a  bargain  with  him  to  convey  me  to  Parramatta, 
as  the  whaling-station  had  been  named,  after  a  town 
in  the  environs  of  Sydney  in  New  South  Wales.  My 
native  attendants  had  been  but  scantily  supplied  with 
food,  and  started  off  along  shore  to  a  settlement  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  where  they  had  some  friends. 
As  I  proceeded  in  the  boat,  I  saw  them  wading  along 
under  the  branches  of  the  trees,  often  immersed  up  to 
their  waists  in  the  high  tide. 

After  a  pull  of  about  three  miles,  we  arrived  at 
Parramatta.     It  is  situated  on  a  low  point  of  cle 
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land,  on  the  north  side  of  a  narrow  gut  by  which  the 
waters  of  Porirua  harbour  communicate  with  a  deep 
bay,  opening  into  the  sea  nearly  opposite  the  island  of 
Mana.  The  harbour  consists  of  two  arms  ;  along  one 
of  which  I  had  come  in  the  boat  this  morning,  while 
die  other,  of  nearly  equal  extent,  runs  in  to  the  north- 
east. The  gut  which  I  have  mentioned  is  not  more  than 
two  hundred  yards  wide  at  high  water,  and  both  the 
ebb  and  the  flood  run  tljrough  it  with  great  rapidity. 

Jim  Cootes,  one  of  the  three  ruffians  in  whose 
company  I  had  passed  the  night,  very  hospitably  took 
me  to  a  comfortable  hovel  near  the  whaling-station 
in  which  he  lived ;  for  neither  Toms  nor  any  one 
whom  I  knew  were  at  his  house  at  the  station,  this 
being  out  of  the  busy  season.  Two  or  three  houses, 
such  as  we  had  seen  at  T'e-awchitiy  and  a  filthy  pigsty- 
like pa^  were  situated  close  to  the  sheers  under  which 
the  whales  are  cut  up.  It  appeared  that  the  Polyne- 
sian Company,  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  had 
bought  some  land  here  from  some  former  White  pur- 
chaser, and  had  sent  a  surveyor  to  inspect  it :  but  the 
natives  had  treated  him  roughly,  and  made  him  put 
up  his  theodolite  and  carry  it  away  to  Kapiti, 

I  had  not  been  long  at  Parramatta,  when  one  of 
my  boys,  a  free  native  from  Pari-pariy  or  "  Cliff- 
"  cliff,"  a  settlement  between  this  and  Kapiti,  came 
over  in  a  canoe  to  tell  me  that  the  slaves  refused  to  go 
any  further.  They  were  anxious  to  return  and  finish 
a  house  which  they  had  commenced  for  the  White 
people  at  Port  Nicholson,  and  fearful  lest  some  other 
natives  should  complete  the  house  and  carry  ofi"  the 
payment  for  the  whole  work.  I  therefore  got  into  the 
canoe  with  him,  and  proceeded  through  the  gut  to  a 
village  called  Tf^aikawa^  or  "  Bitter  Water,"  close  to 
the  southern  head  of  the  outer  bay  of  Poririm,  where 
I  found   them  assembled  in  a  house  building  for  .  a 
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Mr.  Berners.  This  was  the  agent  whom  we  had 
found  engaged  in  a  dispute  about  Mana  when  we  were 
there  before.  It  appeared  that  he  had  agreed  to 
evacuate  the  island  as  soon  as  this  house  should  be 
completed  for  him  by  his  own  natives. 

I  was  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  my  old  friend 
Nayti  among  the  crowd,  who  greeted  me  on  my 
arrival.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  had  left  us 
at  Kapiti  about  four  months  before,  to  come  to  his 
native  village,  which  is  close  to  this.  He  was  much 
ashamed  of  the  wretched  state  in  which  I  found  him. 
He  was  wrapped  in  a  blanket  and  mat,  and  as  dirty  as 
any  of  his  fellow-countrymen  around.  He  tried  to 
excuse  himself  for  not  wearing  English  clothes,  by 
stating  that  he  had  been  too  ill ;  but  a  White  man  at 
Parramatta  had  assured  me  only  an  hour  before  that 
Nayti  had  given  away  everything  he  possessed.  This 
was  a  sad  result  of  all  the  pains  that  had  been  taken 
to  civilize  and  educate  him. 

When  the  Association  was  first  formed,  in  1837,  my 
father,  hearing  that  two  New  Zealanders  had  arrived 
in  a  French  whaler  at  Havre,  sent  over  Captain  W. 
C.  Symonds  and  another  friend  to  fetch  them  to 
London.  I  remember  their  arrival  at  the  rooms  of 
the  Association  in  the  Adelphi.  One  was  Nayti ;  the 
other  was  named  Jackey,  and  was  a  native  of  the 
country  near  Otako  in  the  Middle  Island.  They  had 
both  worked  as  common  seamen  on  board  the  French 
whaler,  and  were  delighted  at  the  prospect  held  out  to 
them  of  a  comfortable  shelter.  As  I  took  them  in  a 
hackney-coach  to  my  father  s  house  in  Chelsea,  I 
pointed  out  the  shops,  the  crowd  of  passengers,  and 
the  public  buildings  which  we  passed.  They  gazed 
for  some  minutes  in  mute  astonishment  on  the  bewil- 
dering sight,  and  then,  by  an  apparently  unanimous 
impulse,   covered  their  faces  with   their  hands,  and 
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leant  back  in  the  coach,  as  though  they  could  not 
conceive,  and  refused  to  be  forced  to  see,  any  more  of 
such  perplexing  things.  In  this  attitude  they  steadily 
remained  until  we  arrived  at  home. 

Jackey,  who  shortly  afterwards  took  up  his  abode 
in  the  family  of  Dr.  Evans,  died  of  a  consumption,  of 
which  he  had  already  acquired  the  seeds,  and  was 
buried  in  Brompton  churchyard. 

Nayti  remained,  till  our  departure  in  the  Tory,  an 
inmate  of  my  father  s  house,  and  advanced  rapidly  in 
the  outward  appearance  of  civilization.  He  soon  made 
numerous  acquaintances,  even  among  the  highest  class; 
and  acquired  a  great  knowledge  of  polite  manners  and 
a  great  fondness  for  London  life.  During  the  two 
years  which  he  spent  in  London,  he  was  most  kindly 
treated  by  his  Royal  Highness  the  late  Duke  of 
Sussex,  who  frequently  invited  him  to  his  assem- 
blies. He  used  to  ride  in  Hyde-Park,  skate  on  the 
Serpentine,  and  walk  about  London  to  pay  visits  by 
himself;  was  a  regular  attendant  at  church,  and  a 
great  favourite  among  all  his  friends.  When  he  left 
England  in  the  Tory,  he  was  loaded  with  presents 
of  all  kinds ;  among  others,  with  a  handsome  medal 
bearing  the  portrait  of  her  Majesty,  presented  to  him 
by  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

I  have  formerly  mentioned  that  the  great  respect 
paid  in  London  to  his  supposed  rank  of  "Chief"  or 
"  Prince,'*  had  at  length  induced  him  to  acquiesce  in 
the  exaggeration,  and  that  we  were  only  undeceived 
in  this  respect  on  our  arrival  in  New  Zealand.  His 
fellow-countrymen  of  all  ranks  had  so  ridiculed  this 
somewhat  innocent  assumption  on  his  part,  that  he 
was  too  glad  to  bribe  their  good-will  by  means  of 
his  valuable  property.  Indeed,  among  the  natives 
it  is  very  unusual  to  refuse  a  request  for  the  gift 
of  anything;   only  such  a  request  is  generally  pi?e- 
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vented  by  a  natural  modesty  among  themselves. 
Naj^i's  fellow-villagers,  however,  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  Kawia  tribe,  were  all  so  much  accustomed  to  brag 
and  bully  on  board  the  ships,  and  anywhere  else  where 
they  thought  such  conduct  would  be  of  any  profit, 
that  they  had  long  lost  this  dignified  habit  of  shame. 

Rauperaha  and  Rangihaeata,  and  their  com- 
panions, had  "bounced"  him,  as  the  whalers  called 
it,  out  of  the  best  of  his  possessions  ;  and  the  inferior 
neighbours  had  not  been  slow  to  follow  the  example, 
as  soon  as  the  great  vultures  had  been  satisfied.  He 
was  thus  divested  of  everything  he  had  once  owned. 
I  urged  him  strongly  to  return  to  Port  Nicholson,^ 
where  Colonel  Wakefield  was  daily  expecting  him,  in 
order  to  install  him  as  interpreter  to  the  Company  at  a 
salary  of  50/.  per  annum,  and  to  receive  him,  moreover, 
as  a  welcome  guest  in  his  house.  I  told  him  that  Dr. 
Evans  and  many  of  his  other  old  friends  were  arrived  ^ 
and  he  at  length  promised  to  go.* 

I  paid  the  repudiating  boys  some  pipes  and  tobacco,, 
and  s^at  them  back  with  many  reproaches  for  breaking 
their  agreement. 

The  free  man,  however,  resolved  to  go  on  with  me. 
He  was  a  strong,  tall,  and  good-humoured  young  man, 
and  seemed  to  take  a  fancy  to  the  journey.  He  waa 
named  Puke  Totara,  or  "  Totara  hill."  The  tolara 
is  one  of  the  finest  trees  of  the  forest ;  and  is  the  prin- 
cipal wood  used  by  the  natives,  whether  for  canoes, 
houses,  or  fencing.  Another  who  stuck  to  his  bargain 
was  the  same  attentive  slave  who  had  accompanied 
E  Kuru  Kanga  in  the  Tory  from  Kapiti  to  /iPa* 
nganuu  He  was  of  the  Ngatikahuhunu  tribe ;  but  had 
been  taken  captive  by  E  Kurus  father  during  some 

*  Nayti  paid  Colonel  Wakefield  one  or  two  visits  at  Wellington, 
but  preferred  living  at  his  own  village  in  the  native  fashion.  He 
died  there,  of  consumption,  in  1842. 
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of  the  wars  in  the  interior.  His  name  was  Konaiu, 
or  "  Stand  there ! "  I  procured  one  or  two  more  boys 
at  ff^aikawa,  and,  by  increasing  the  weight  of  the 
loads,  managed  to  distribute  all  my  cargo  among  the 
diminished  number. 

It  was  only  on  the  next  day,  about  noon,  that  the 
weather  would  allow  us  to  cross  the  bay,  as  a  strong 
southerly  gale  caused  a  rippling  sea  in  the  entrance, 
which  is  nearly  a  mile  wide.  About  the  middle  lies  a 
reef  of  rocks  ;  and  vessels  enter  between  this  and  the 
south  head,  over  a  bar  which  bears  fifteen  feet  at  high 
water  spring-tides,  the  fall  of  tide  being  from  six  to 
seven  feet. 

We  now  ascended  a  wooded  ridge,  through  forests  of 
much  smaller  timber  and  less  impeded  by  kareau  than 
that  between  Pitone  and  Porirua,  Four  or  five  miles  of 
easy  travelling  brought  us  on  to  an  extensive  and  some- 
what tabular  amphitheatre,  cleared  to  the  extent  of 
two  or  three  hundred  acres  for  native  potato-gardens ; 
and  whence  we  looked,  through  the  naked  trunks  of 
the  trees  left  standing  in  the  clearing,  upon  the  island 
of  Kapitiy  and  a  long  reach  of  the  sandy  beach  and 
level  country  opposite.  Penetrating  through  the  gar- 
dens to  the  edge  of  a  steep  declivity  overlooking  the 
beach  of  a  semicircular  bay,  we  saw,  on  a  spur  of  the 
table-land  separated  by  two  deep  gullies  through  which 
streams  run  to  the  sea,  a  native  pa  or  fort.  This,  my 
guides  told  me^  was  Pukerua^  or  "  Two  hills,"  the 
usual  residence  of  "the  Wild  Fellow,"  whose  noisy 
acquaintance  we  had  made  at  Kapiti.  From  the 
depressed  end  of  this  spur  the  cliffy  edge  of  the  am- 
phitheatre Mses  on  either  hand  to  a  great  height.  To 
the  north,  especially,  the  coast  for  four  or  five  miles  is 
backed  by  an  almost  perpendicular  wall  300  feet  in 
height,  but  completely  covered  with  stunted  verdure. 

In  crossing  the  gully  to  arrive  at  the  pa,  we  were 
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met  and  welcomed  by  a  madman,  the  first  I  had  seen 
among  the  natives.  He  was  fantastically  dressed  in  a 
mixture  of  European  and  native  clothing,  and  jabbered 
away  on  all  subjects  with  great  speed,  to  the  unbounded 
amusement  of  the  monkey-like  children,  who  flocked 
around  the  pakeha  hoy  or  **  new  White  man."  The 
madman  was  quite  harmless,  and  led  me  very  politely 
to  the  hut  assigned  for  my  residence. 

I  found  that  "the  Wild  Fellow"  was  absent  at 
Kapiti ;  but  the  few  natives  in  the  pa  prepared  to 
make  me  comfortable,  and  the  women  soon  produced 
an  ample  meal  of  vegetables  and  birds  for  myself  and 
my  train.  The  madman,  E  TVitty  fastened  himself  to 
one  of  the  posts  of  the  house  with  an  iron  hoop,  and 
amused  the  natives  by  extravagant  orations  till  a  late 
hour. 

In  the  morning,  having  given  some  tobacco  to  the 
owner  of  the  hut,  and  to  the  women  who  cooked  the 
food,  I  proceeded  along  the  foot  of  the  verdant  wall  of 
which  I  have  spoken.  The  beach  was  shingly  and 
studded  with  rocks.  I  picked  up  several  pieces  of  sponge 
on  my  way.  At  one  spot  we  passed  through  a  natural 
arch  in  a  spur  of  rock  which  jutted  into  the  sea.  I 
had  to  get  on  to  E  Puke\  shoulders ;  and  he  seized 
a  favourable  time  to  run  through  the  passage,  as  the 
surf  occasionally  rolled  breast-high  into  it.  A  little 
further  on,  some  neat  plantations  of  the  kumeruy  or 
sweet  potato,  betrayed  the  neighbourhood  of  a  settle- 
ment. They  extended  about  thirty  yards  up  the  face 
of  the  hill,  in  terraces  formed  by  logs  of  wood  laid 
horizontally,  and  supported  by  large  pegs.  The  ter-^ 
races  were  covered  with  sand  from  oflF  the  beach,  which 
the  natives  assured  me  was  the  best  soil  for  the  growth 
of  the  kumera.  In  storms,  these  plantations  must  be 
covered  with  salt  spray,  and  swept  by  the  north-west 
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wind ;  but  on  this  day  a  hot  sun  shone  upon  the  bank, 
and  I  was  told  that  such  a  position  was  esteemed  highly 
productive. 

We  soon  reached  Pari  pari,  E  Puke's  residence ;  and 
he  insisted  on  my  remaining  there  till  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  village  is  situated  on  a  terrace  of  the  hill, 
about  fifty  feet  above  the  beach,  and  very  neatly  built. 
Below,  two  or  three  canoes  were  hauled  up  under 
some  haraka  trees,  which  formed  a  pleasant  grove  in 
a  sort  of  recess  from  the  beach.  The  old  men  of  the 
pa  were  sitting  beneath  their  shade,  enjoying  their 
pipes.  They  greeted  me  very  cordially,  and  held  out 
their  hands  to  be  shaken,  having  lately  become  miha- 
nere.  Puke  explained  to  me  that  they  were  all  of  the 
Ngatiawa  tribe.  Arrived  at  the  house  assigned  for 
my  sleeping-place,  one  of  the  numerous  children  who 
had  eagerly  followed  me  presented  me  with  a  water- 
melon, which  the  heat  of  the  day  made  me  enjoy  very 
much.  I  gave  him  a  fish-hook  in  return,  which  the 
rest  of  the  audience  no  sooner  saw,  than  a  large  pro- 
portion of  them  started  for  more  melons,  and  before 
the  evening  I  was  abundantly  supplied.  The  natives 
were  rather  annoying  by  their  eagerness  in  crowding 
round  me,  especially  when  eating  a  melon,  as  they 
would  scramble  across  me  for  each  single  seed.  I  at 
last  declared  that  I  would  throw  all  the  seeds  away 
if  they  did  not  all  sit  at  a  convenient  distance ;  but 
that  if  they  did  I  would  take  care  of  the  seeds,  and 
return  them  to  the  person  who  had  sold  me  the  melon. 
There  were  about  one  hundred  natives  at  this  village, 
men,  women,  and  children :  at  Pukerua  I  had  only 
seen  about  twenty,  but  some  others  were  said  to  be 
absent  at  Kapiti  with  their  chief. 

About  half-a-mile  beyond  Pari  pari  the  hills  recede 
from  the  coast,  and  the  rocky  shore  is  replaced  by  a 
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shoal  sandy  beach  backed  by  sand-hummocks.     Aiong 
this  we  travelled  the  next  day  about  eight  miles  to 
Waikanae.     The  day  was  again  extremely  hot,  with 
scarcely  a  breath  of  wind  stirring ;  and  I  repeatedly 
stopped  to  sit  down  and  eat  a  water-melon.  We  crossed 
several  small  streams,  at  the  mouth  of  which  were  for- 
tified villages.     These  were  Wainuij  or  "  large  river ;" 
Wareroa^   or  "  long  house ;"  and  TVare  Maukuy  or 
"  Maukus  house."     At  each  of  these  I  was  pressed  by 
some  of  the  inhabitants  to  "haere  kiutay*  or  "go  inland," 
meaning  me  to  accept  of  their  hospitality;  but  I  had 
determined  to  get  to  ff^aikanaet  and  so  refused  them 
all.     I  learned  that  all  these  villages  were  inhabited 
by  Ngatiawa ;  except  W^ainui,  which  was  the  residence 
of  Te  HuTumutUy  or  "  the  Cut-hair,"  one  of  the  Kawia 
chiefs,  who  had  been  a  party  to  the  sale  at  Kapitiy  and 
more  commonly  known  there  by  the  name  of  Tommy. 
At  Waikanae  I  was  recognised  by  many  of  my  old 
acquaintances.     Some  had  met  me  in  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Sound;  some  in  Port  Nicholson;   and  some 
showed  their  healed  wounds,  and  reminded  me  of  my 
visit  to  them  with  the  surgeons.     My  name  was  well 
known,  and  shouts  of  "  Tirafjoeke^  Tiraweke  !  "  passed 
along  the  avenues  and  court-yards.     They  told  me 
that  a  White  missionary  was  now  living  here.   I  could 
not  well  make  out  his  name  from  their  pronunciation, 
but  concluded,  from  their  calling  him  a  relation  of 
Te  JViremUy  or  Mr.  Williams,  that  that  gentleman 
had  left  him  here  when  he  was  following  us  about  Cook's 
Strait  in  November.     They  told  me  nothing  about 
his  character,  but  complained  that  they  could  not  get 
as  many  books  from  him  as  they  wished.   After  a  short 
rest,  I  proceeded  to  Ara  pawa  iti,  or  "  Small  canoe- 
channel,"  the  village  of  the  TVanganui  people.  Passing 
through  the  large  village,  and  crossing  a  high  sand-hill 
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at  the  back,  we  came  to  the  banks  of  the  fVaikcmae 
river,  here  narrow  and  deep.  A  numerous  fleet  of 
canoes  of  all  sizes  was  moored  inside.  We  followed 
the  stream  for  200  yards,  and  then  diverged  across 
some  fertile  potato-grounds  on  a  sandy  flat,  in  the 
midst  of  which  an  oblong  stockade  surrounds  the 
dozen  houses  of  which  the  village  is  composed.  We 
here  found  only  two  or  three  female  slaves,  the  old 
chief  not  being  yet  arrived  with  his  canoe. 
*  I  amused  myself  by  pursuing  a  bird  called  the  pukeko 
about  the  neighbouring  country.  The  sand-hills  were 
all  covered  with  cultivation,  and  these  birds  creep 
out  of  the  intervening  swamps  to  feed  on  the  potatoes. 
The  pukeko  is  of  a  dark  blue  colour,  and  about  as  large 
as  a  pheasant.  The  legs,  the  bill,  and  a  horny  conti- 
nuation of  it  over  the  front  of  the  head,  are  of  a  bright 
crimson  colour.  Its  long  legs  adapt  it  for  its  swampy 
life ;  its  flight  is  slow  and  heavy,  resembling  that  of  a 
bittern.  I  succeeded  in  killing  two  or  three  ;  and  al- 
though my  boys  told  me  that  it  was  kai  kinoy  or  *'bad 
"  food,"  I  found  one  of  them  a*  very  good  addition  to 
my  meal  of  boiled  potatoes.  In  the  course  of  my  rambles 
I  came  across  two  strong-looking  nags,  which  the  na- 
tives told  me  were  the  missionary's  property. 

In  the  native  villages  there  are  always  two  kinds  of 
houses.  The  ware  puni,  or  **  house  of  rest,"  I  have 
already  described  at  the  village  near  Ship  Cove.  J 
had  since  seen  many  much  larger  and  more  commo- 
dious than  those  at  that  place.  They  are  all,  however, 
built  on  the  same  principle,  of  keeping  in  the  animal 
heat ;  and  are  therefore  most  repulsive  to  a  European.. 
Some  of  them  have  their  front  wall  removed  back 
three  feet  from  the  front  of  the  roof.  In  this  case  a 
nice  airy  veranda  is  formed,  which  makes  a  very  good 
sleeping-place.      The   ware   umUj    or   *'  oven-houses,** 
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have  open  walls,  built  of  upright  sticks  at  intervals  of 
an  inch  or  two.  They  have  thatched  roofs  to  protect 
the  cooks  and  the  store  of  firewood,  which  is  gene- 
rfiUy  piled  up  inside  in  rainy  weather.  The  open  walls 
let  out  the  smoke  and  let  in  the  air,  and  these  kitchens 
are  therefore  much  more  adapted  than  the  others  for 
the  bedroom  of  a  traveller.  At  this  time,  too,  the  na- 
tives, although  most  of  them  professing  Christianity, 
had  by  no  means  divested  themselves  of  many  of  their 
ancient  superstitions ;  one  of  which  was  a  positive  in- 
terdiction against  the  very  presence  of  food  or  drink  in 
a  ware  puni.  To  light  a  pipe  from  the  fire  inside  was 
considered  equally  sacrilegious.  In  order  to  avoid  the 
inconvenience  of  these  restrictions,  and  yet  refrain 
from  offending  against  any  of  the  customs  which  I 
found  still  revered  by  my  kind  hosts,  I  therefore  found 
it  much  better  to  take  up  my  abode  in  a  ware  umu  or 
ware  kauta,  both  which  names  apply  to  the  kitchens^ 
Here  I  had  only  to  avoid  one  thing,  namely,  the 
hanging  food  overhead  ;  for  this  also  is  a  terror,  and 
if  done  intentionally,  a  grievous  offence  to  the  Maori 
anywhere. 

I  had  hardly  got  to  sleep,  when  I  was  awakened  by 
the  dogs  barking,  and  a  sudden  rushing  of  garments. 
Puke  came  in  from  the  adjoining  ware,  where  the 
boys  and  the  slave  girls  had  been  sleeping,  and  told 
me  that  they  had  been  alarmed  by  hearing  people 
prowling  about  in  the  neighbouring  potato-gardens. 
He  whispered  that  it  was  probably  the  N gatiraukawa 
come  on  another  midnight  attack ;  and  begged  the 
loan  of  my  guns  and  ammunition,  in  order  that  he  and 
the  other  boys  might  reconnoitre.  The  girls  had  run 
off  to  the  main  village  on  the  first  alarm.  I  imme- 
diately acceded,  for  their  sakes,  although  I  felt  sure 
that  I  should  not  be  injured,  even  if  the  report  were 
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true.  Several  young  men  soon  arrived  with  their 
arms  from  fFaikanae,  and  a  regular  examination  of 
the  banks  of  the  river  and  neighbourhood  was  made. 
The  barking  and  growling  of  the  dogs,  the  whispering 
^nd  rustling  of  the  prowling  sentries  among  the  po- 
tato-plants^ and  the  anxious  &ce  of  Puke,  lighted  up 
by  the  flickering  of  the  embers,  as  he  frequently  came 
in  to  report  that  all  was  well,  kept  me  between  waking 
and  sleeping  till  daylight ;  when  all  the  fears  seemed 
to  vanish,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  alarm 
had  been  caused  by  some  kuki^  or  slaves  from  PFai- 
kanaCj  stealing  in  the  gardens. 

Old  E  Rangi  not  having  arrived  from  the  south, 
I  got  a  caaoe  manned,  and  went  over  to  Kapiti.  The 
mouth  of  Xhe  fVaikanae  is  choked  up  with  sand-banks, 
but  at  high-water  a  whale-boat  can  enter  and  ascend 
the  river  about  six  miles.  The  hills  are  about  seven 
miles  from  the  beach  here ;  and  the  ta  tika,  or  *•  flat 
"  tract,"  seems  to  improve  as  it  recedes  from  the  sea. 
Groves  of  high  timber  extend  outwards  about  two 
miles  from  the  foot  of  the  hills. 

Kapiti  is  about  four  miles  from  W^aikanae.  I  took 
up  my  residence  on  Hiko*s  Island,  and  saw  several  of 
the  chiefs  who  had  been  parties  to  the  sale.  They 
had  all  become  converts  since  I  was  here  before,  and 
on  the  22nd  I  heard  prayers  read  and  a  sermon 
preached  by  a  native  teacher.  Rauperaha  was  absent 
at  Olaki.  The  island  on  which  he  lives  had  been 
bought  by  an  American  captain  named  Mayhew,  who 
was  residing  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  but  had  a  store 
here  for  the  supply  of  the  whaling-stations,  and  a 
clerk  to  manage  it-  I  heard  much  about  the  prospects 
of  the  approaching  whaling  season.  There  were  to 
be  upwards  of  twenty  boats  fitted  out  at  the  different 
stations  at  Kapiti  this  year,  though  all  were   now 
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dull  and  almost  deserted ;  some  of  the  people  being  at 
Sydney,  some  at  various  places  about-  the  Strait.  I 
was  much  struck  by  the  gratitude  of  some  of  the 
young  natives  here,  to  whom  I  gave  some  Maori 
hymn  and  prayer  books.  They  had  been  complaining 
that  they  had  to  pay  pigs  or  potatoes  in  order  to  get 
any  from  the  White  missionary  at  TVaikanae  ;  and  I 
had  fortunately  got  a  few  among  my  baggage,  which 
Mr.  Bumby  had  been  kind  enough  to  give  me  at  Ho- 
ktanga.  Immediately  upon  their  distribution,  these 
youths  seized  my  hand  and  placed  it  on  their  heads. 
Though  I  could  not  precisely  understand  the  meaning 
of  this  ceremony,  their  faces  expressed  thanks  too  sin- 
cerely to  be  mistaken.  I  could  have  wished  to  have 
been  more  amply  supplied  with  these  publications; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  hostility  of  the  Missionary 
Societies  in  London  had  been  carried  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  refuse  either  sale  or  gift  of  a  single  copy 
of  any  of  their  publications  in  the  Maori  language,  or 
Grammars  and  Vocabularies,  to  a  person  sent  by  the 
Company  to  request  a  supply  for  our  expedition.  I 
rejoiced  to  think  that  a  printing-press,  which  had  been 
brought  out  in  the  Adelaide  by  Mr.  Samuel  Revans, 
might  soon  be  made  a  means  of  gaining  the  friendship 
of  our  book-loving  friends. 

On  the  23rd,  Konatu  and  two  or  three  other  boys 
came  over  in  a  canoe  to  tell  me  that  Rangi  had 
arrived.  I  therefore  bade  adieu  to  my  friends  at 
Kapitiy  and  returned  to  TVaikanae.  It  was  too  late, 
however,  to  proceed  to  Wanganut ;  so  I  went  out 
shooting  again,  after  paying  my  respects  to  Rangi, 
whose  numerous  retinue  gave  the  little  village  a  busy 
appearance. 

In  the  morning  I  gave  him  a  pair  of  blankets  and 
some  other  little  presents  in  return  for  the  loan  of  the 
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canoe ;  and  we  poled  out  of  the  river,  some  delay  being 
occasioned  by  the  necessity  for  steering  clear  of  the 
numerous  sand-banks.  While  on  the  beach  waiting 
for  the  rest  of  my  party,  E  TVitiy  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal parties  to  the  sale  in  East  Bay,  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound,  addressed  me.  He  reproached  me  strongly  with 
having  bought  Taranaki ;  which,  he  said,  belonged 
to  him  and  the  other  Ngatiawa  at  this  village.  I  told 
him  that  they  ought  not  to  have  run  from  it ;  and  that 
we  had  paid  the  people  who  had  maintained  possession 
through  great  troubles  and  danger.  He  grew  gradu- 
ally calm  on  this  subject,  and  ended  by  asking  me  when 
White  people  would  go  to  live  at  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound,  and  by  entrusting  me  with  a  letter  directed  to 
Hori  Patene,  a  missionary  chief,  as  he  assured  me, 
at  Otumatuay  a  village  on  the  coast  between  ff^anganui 
and  Taranaki.  I  had  with  me  several  letters  from 
natives  at  Port  Nicholson  to  their  friends  at  Taranaki; 
among  others,  one  containing  a  shark's  tooth  as  a 
present  from  Tuarau  to  one  of  his  friends  at  Ngamotu. 
These  teeth  are  held  in  great  estimation  for  ear-orna- 
ments. The  root  of  the  tooth  is  covered  with  red 
sealing  wax,  and  a  piece  of  black  tape  passed  through  a 
hole  in  order  to  suspend  it,  so  that  the  pointed  end 
hangs  on  the  cheek. 

We  at  length  hoisted  our  sail  before  a  fresh 
southerly  breeze,  amidst  the  discharge  of  muskets  and 
shouts  of  haere !  "  go ! "  about  an  hour  before  noon. 
Our  vessel  was  a  strongly-built  canoe,  with  more  beam 
than  they  generally  have,  and  an  extra  top-side  plank 
to  keep  out  the  sea.  E  Ao,  or  "  the  air,"  a  son  of 
E  liangi,  and  half-brother  of  Kuru  Kanga,  was  in 
command  of  the  craft.  Besides  him,  six  young  men, 
among  whom  was  Pukd  worked  their  paddles ;  and 
Konatu  steered  with  a  paddle,  whilst   another  man 


yawed  the  canoe  about  with  a  clumsy  imitation  of  the 
steer-oar  used  in  whale-boats.  E  Ao^  wife  and  child, 
with  two  slave  women,  and  two  wretched-looking  curs, 
completed  our  muster-roll.  Cold  cooked  potatoes  and 
fish  were  stowed  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  with  large 
baskets  of  the  kernel  of  the  karaka  berry. 

The  karaka-tvee  much  resembles  the  laurel  in  its 
growth  and  foliage.  It  bears  bright  orange-coloured 
berries  about  the  size  and  shape  of  damsons,  growing 
in  bunches.  The  fruit  is  sickly  and  dry;  but  the 
kernel  forms  an  important  article  of  native  food.  It 
is  enclosed  in  a  tough  stringy  husk.  The  natives 
gather  the  berries  when  ripe ;  and  after  separating  the 
pulp  of  the  fruit  from  the  kernel  by  steaming  them  in 
large  wmw,  or  ovens,  they  collect  the  kernels  in  baskets 
and  soak  them  in  a  pool,  dammed  up  in  a  running 
stream.  They  are  allowed  to  remain  in  soak  until 
they  ferment,  when  they  are  fit  for  use.  As  they 
require  no  cooking,  the  natives  use  them  extensively  in 
travelling.  A  cockle-shell  is  used  to  break  the  husk. 
Their  odour  is  so  offensive  that  I  could  never  prevail 
on  myself  to  eat  them ;  but  I  have  known  many  En- 
glishmen who  had  acquired  a  taste  for  them,  and 
described  them  as  very  good  food. 

In  the  large  canoes,  a  wattled  floor,  made  oikareaUy 
is  raised  level  with  the  junction  of  the  body  of  the 
canoe  and  the  topsides ;  and  on  this  the  passengers  sit. 
A  square  hole  amidships  is  left  for  the  use  of  the  ta^ 
or  baling-spoon.  This  is  rather  a  graceful  implement, 
being  often  handsomely  carved.  It  somewhat  resem- 
bles the  small  shovel  used  to  take  coals  out  of  a  scuttle, 
with  the  handle  turned  forward  over  its  upper  side. 
We  were  provided  with  a  duck  sail,  which  most  of  the 
canoes  now  possessed,  the  owners  having  bought  them 
of  the   whalers   in   exchange    for    provisions.      The 
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former  native  sail  was  made  of  a  fine  grass,  woven  into 
very  pretly  patterns,  with  graceful  open  work  in 
various  parts. 

Our  helmsman  was  so  inexpert  in  managing  his 
steer-oar  while  running  before  a  freshening  breeze, 
which  sent  up  a  short  chopping  swell  as  we  advanced 
from  under  the  shelter  of  Kapiti,  that  he  yawed  us 
about  till  we  shipped  a  sea,  and  it  was  determined  to 
reef  the  saiL  As  this  happened  off  Otaki,  where 
their  enemies  the  Ngatiraukatva  reside  in  large  numbers, 
the  natives  got  much  confused  and  alarmed,  and  cle- 
verly managed  to  break  the  lug-yard.  It  was  at 
length  fished,  and  we  proceeded  more  steadily. 

The  boys  pointed  out  to  me  the  mouth  of  a  river 
called  OhaUy  about  fifteen  miles  from  fVaikanae.  As 
we  ran  along  about  two  miles  from  the  shore,  I  saw  a 
remarkable  grove  of  high  pine-trees  rising  from  behind 
the  sand-hummocks.  This  was  an  hour  before  sun- 
down ;  and  they  told  me  that  it  was  near  the  mouth  of 
a  river  called  the  Manawatu,  or  "  Hold-breath,"  which 
flows  into  the  sea  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Ka- 
pitL  The  hills  between  this  and  Otaki  turn  in  to 
the  eastward,  so  that  the  country  begins  to  form  a 
plain  of  great  breadth. 

At  sunset  the  wind  died  away,  and  the  boys  paddled 
hard  to  reach  another  river  called  Rangitikei ;  but  we 
found  a  heavy  surf  at  its  entrance,  and  although  the 
moon  shone  bright,  and  fires  were  made  by  the  natives 
on  shore,  it  was  reckoned  prudent  to  defer  the  land- 
ing till  daylight.  When  we  had  made  an  oflSing  of 
about  a  mile,  the  crew  repeated  a  short  prayer,  and 
then  composed  themselves  to  sleep,  except 
alternately  watched  against  a  change  in  *** 
or  the  drifting  of  the  canoe  towards  the  shoj 
I  woke  once  or  twice  during  the  night,  the  k 
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lifting  over  the  long  swell,  the  moon  and  Btarashming 
bright  and  clear,  and  a  heavy  dew  falling  on  the 
sleepers  coiled  in  their  blankets,  and  the  only  sound 
to  disturb  the  calm  of  the  scene  was  the  distant  roar 
of  the  surf.  At  the  break  of  day  I  found  the  natives 
engaged  in  a  hvely  discussion  ;  unable,  from  the 
monotonous  appearance  of  the  low  sand-hummocks 
which  form  the  coast,  to  determine  our  exact  locality. 
After  some  vain  pulling  about,  first  north,  then  south, 
they  at  length  made  up  their  minds  that  Wangcamx 
lay  about  twelve  mUes  north  of  us,  and  pulled  in  that 
direction. 

A  very  heavy  surf  hid  the  coast  from  us  every  now 
and  then ;  and  when  they  discovered  signs  of  an  im- 
mediate gale  from  the  south-east,  my  crew  held  a  long 
consultation.  My  advice  was  asked  as  to  whether  we 
should  at  once  land  through  the  surf,  or  run  the 
chance  of  being  caught  by  the  gale  in  order  to  seek 
smoother  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  Wanganui.  I 
left  it  entirely  to  them,  and  they  soon  afterwards 
turned  the  head  of  the  canoe  towards  the  shore. 
Before  entering  the  surf,  they  made  all  preparations 
for  an  accident.  They  shook  off  their  mats  and 
blankets,  and  made  me  strip  to  my  shirt  and  trowsers. 
The  guns  and  other  heavy  articles  were  lashed  to  the 
thwarts  of  the  canoe.  I  was  placed  in  the  bow,  be- 
tween two  strong  fellows,  who  were  enjoined  to  have 
a  partjflq^  regard  for  iiiyyufety- 

"      '      he   paddles ;   two  at   the 
;  the  manager  of 
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tika !  or  **  keep  her  straight !  "  yelled  the  others  ; 
and  the  roller  broke  on  either  side  of  us,  and  roared 
along  towards  the  shore.  As  the  surf  extended  nearly 
half-a-mile  from  the  beach,  this  was  repeated  several 
times ;  and  the  operation  of  landing  was  very  well 
performed,  excepting  the  conflicting  advice  which  was 
given  by  all  hands  at  once  in  the  shrillest  tones  every 
time  a  roller  passed.  The  moment  we  touched  the 
sand,  my  two  supporters  lifted  me  up  with  a  jerk,  and 
pitched  me  high  and  dry  on  to  the  beach.  Before  I 
had  tune  to  recover  myself,  they  had  all  jumped  out 
into  the  water,  and  hauled  the  canoe  out  of  reach  of 
the  next  wave. 

We  encamped  on  the  barren  sand-hills  at  the  back 
of  the  beach,  and  proceeded  to  dry  our  clotTies,  which 
had  all  been  well  drenched.  I  was  sorry  to  find  that 
one  of  my  only  pair  of  boots  had  been  lost  during  the 
landing.  Ten  minutes  after  we  were  in  safety,  the 
predictions  of  the  weather-wise  among  the  natives  were 
verified,  and  a  fresh  gale  came  up  in  a  pufi*from  the  south. 
It  was  accompanied,  however,  by  fine,  clear  weather; 
and  thus  proved  rather  agreeable  than  otherwise. 

One  of  the  lads  was  at  once  despatched  to  JVanga- 
nui  to  give  news  of  our  arrival,  and  to  bring  back 
E  Kuru  Kanga  to  meet  me.  In  the  meanwhile  I 
walked  along  the  sand-hills  to  the  south,  to  a  small 
river  called  the  fJ^angaiku,  or  *'  Nose  opening."  At 
its  mouth  it  was  not  more  than  twenty  yards  broad, 
but  seemed  deep  and  rapid :  inside,  it  expanded  to  the 
width  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  I  picked  up,  on  its  banks, 
lumps  of  scoriae  and  pieces  of  stone  containing  petri- 
fied shells,  of  the  same  kinds,  however,  as  those  now 
existing.  Quantities  of  pumice-stone  also  spoke  of 
the  volcano  of  Tonga  Riro,  from  which  the  natives 
told  me  that  this  river,  as  well  as  the  Wanganui  and 
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the  Wa\kato,  take  their  source.  All  the  coasts  of 
Cook's  Strait,  indeed,  are  sprinkled  with  the  pumice 
which  constantly  floats  down  the  two  first  of  these 
rivers. 

In  the  evening,  E  Kuru  and  about  a  dozen  of  his 
attendants  arrived,  with  some  slaves  bearing  potatoes 
and  Aaruka-nuts  for  our  party.  I  had  been  much  at- 
tracted by  the  engaging  disposition  and  manners  of 
this  young  chief  during  the  few  days  which  he  spent 
on  board  the  Tory  ;  and  was  deUghted  to  renew  our 
ac<]uaintance.  He  also  appeared  much  pleased,  and 
greeted  me  most  cordially. 

The  drift-wood,  which  abounded  on  the  beach, 
served  to  maintain  large  6res,  in  the  ashes  of  which 
the  potatoes  were  roasted ;  and  it  also  formed  a  shelter 
irom  the  wind,  no  despicable  precaution  against  the 
fine  sand  which  otherwise  penetrates  everything. 
Two  small  court-yards  were  formed  by  placing  logs 
upright  close  to  each  other ;  one  for  our  party  and. 
one  for  our  visitors.  At  dusk,  prayers  were  said,  all 
having  become  mihanere  ;  and  then  we  lay  down  in- 
side our  fences.  The  wind  died  away  with  the  setting 
sun,  and  the  same  clear  moon  and  stars  and  heavy  dew 
presided  over  the  night. 

In  the  morning,  the  sun  rose  cheerfully  into  a  sky  of 
pure  blue ;  and  the  surf  being  much  abated,  the  young 
men  launched  the  canoe  and  proceeded  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  I  preferred  walking  with  E  Kuru 
along  the  beach.  I  was  of  course  bare-footed,  all  at- 
tempts at  finding  my  unfortunate  hoSt^ma^s  proved 
ineffectual.  The  survivor  wiiti  borne ^i^^^^^kH^aly 
memento  by  one  of  my  attendants,  i 
in  explaining  its  details  and  ' 
to  the  wondering  strangers, 
got  a  ghmpse  between  the  sal 
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summit  of  Tonga  Riro,  a  broad-tc^ped  mountain.  Al- 
though at  least  seventy  miles  distant,  it  was  perfectly 
dear  and  distinct. 

After  walking  about  eight  miles  along  the  beach, 
we  struck  off  across  the  hummocks,  and  two  miles  more 
brought  us  to  an  elevation  whence  I  discovered  the 
first  reach  of  the  fVanganui  river.  We  were  close  to 
its  south  bank,  and  the  entrance  appeared  about  two 
miles  to  the  westward,  leaving  but  a  narrow  tongue  of 
sand  between  this  reach  and  the  sea.  I  at  once  recog- 
nized the  low  cliffs  of  sand  on  the  north  head,  and  per- 
ceived the  snowy  cone  of  Mount  Egmont  over  the 
tapering  point  of  land  to  the  west.  A  large  extent  of 
flat  open  country  stretched  away  to  the  north-west  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  here  about  half  a  mile  in 
width.  Descending  to  the  beach  of  the  river,  we 
soon  reached  an  encampment  at  the  foot  of  a  high  cliff, 
which  formed  a  bluff  point  on  the  south  bank.  A  tent 
had  been  made  purposely  for  me  of  the  mast,  yard, 
and  sail  of  a  canoe ;  and  food,  cooks,  and  steaming- 
ovens  met  the  eye  on  every  side.  E  Kuru  gracefully 
waved  me  to  the  tent,  and  invited  me  to  rest.  He 
prevented  the  inquisitive  crowd  from  entering  its  door, 
and  sat  outside  himself  until  I  asked  him  to  come  in. 
It  was  lined  with  clean  mats,  so  as  to  form  a  comfort- 
able covered  couch. 

Several  large  canoes  arrived  in  the  course  of  the 
day  from  the  villages  higher  up  ;  and  there  were  soon 
about  a  hundred  persons  assembled  near  the  tent. 
Many  of  the  chiefs  made  formal  speeches,  to  the  effect 
that  I  was  welcome  to  the  place.  ITiey  afterwards 
approached  the  tent,  and  E  Kuru  told  me  their  different 
names  and  relationship  to  himself.  Immediately  on 
my  arrival,  he  had  killed  a  pig  for  me  ;  at  that  time  an 
invariable  custom  of  native  politeness  tx)wards  a  guest. 
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During  the  speeches,  he  took  particular  pains  to  ex- 
plain to  me  whatever  expressions  I  had  not  understood, 
and  to  impress  me  with  a  knowledge  of  the  character 
and  influence  of  each  speaker.  His  attention,  gene- 
rally, was  most  pleasing,  and  perfectly  dignified  and 
free  from  obtrusiveness. 

The  cliflF  I  found  was  called  Tf^aJiipuna^  or  "  place  of 
"  the  spring,"  from  a  smaU  rill  which  gurgled  from 
half-way  up  its  side.  As  the  water  of  the  river  is 
almost  always  brackish  here,  this  becomes  a  great  place 
for  the  encampment  of  passing  visitors. 

About  noon,  E  Kuru  took  me  in  a  canoe  to  the 
principal  village  on  this  part  of  the  river,  on  the  same 
side  as  our  camp,  and  about  a  mile  above  it.  The 
high  land,  of  which  the  cliff  forms  one  extremity, 
recedes  from  the  river  near  the  mouth  of  a  small 
tributary,  and  another  low  range  of  table-land  closes 
in  upon  the  river  about  a  mile  above  this.  On  the 
river  bank,  in  the  midst  of  the  level  between  the  two 
ridges,  the  pa  named  Putikiwaranut  was  situate.  On 
landing,  I  found  about  thirty  large  canoes  ranged  along 
the  shore,  and  300  or  400  people  assembled  to  receive 
me.  Among  these  was  an  uncle  of  Tuarau,  who  had 
taken  a  principal  part  in  the  sale  of  the  Taranaki 
district,  and  who  was  on  his  way  to  W^aikanae  with 
a  numerous  following.  He  greeted  me  with  much 
pleasure.  This  was  the  chief  whose  nickname  of 
"  Wide-awake"  had  been  transferred  by  the  natives  to 
Colonel  Wakefield.  E  Kuru  introduced  me  in  due 
form  to  the  three  principal  chiefs  of  the  fFanganui 
tribes.  Each  of  them  sat  in  his  own  court-yard,  sur- 
rounded by  his  own  immediate  followers.  The  first 
was  Turotty  or  "  High-stand,"  an  old  chieftain  of  the 
tribes  which  had  migrated  hither  from  Lake  Tai 
He  was  cased  in  a  thick  coat  of  red  paint,  ma 
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ochre  and  shark's  oil,  which  covered  his  very  hair  and 
clothes.  He  motioned  me  to  a  clean  mat  spread  by  his 
side,  and  spoke  a  few  words  of  welcome  with  much 
dignity  of  manner.  He  said  the  land  was  for  me ; 
that  his  child,  E  Kuru,  had  told  them  all  to  sell  it  to 
"  Wide-awake,"  and  that,  as  I  was  come,  it  was  there 
for  me.  Like  speeches  were  made  to  me  by  Rangi 
Tauwira,  or  "  Sky  marked  with  lightning,"  a  very 
venerable  grey-haired  chief,  bent  nearly  double  with 
years,  and  uncle  to  JS  Kuru  ;  and  by  Te  Anoruay  or 
"  the  Rainy  Cave,"  the  head  chief  of  the  Ngaiiruaka^ 
or  aboriginal  tribes,  whose  sister  was  Turoa's  principal 
wife. 

Te  Anorua  handed  me  a  strip  of  paper  from  a  cloth 
in  which  it  had  been  carefully  wrapped.  On  perusing 
it,  I  found  it  to  bear  the  following  written  statement : 
Wanganui,  December  17th,  1839. — This  is  to  give 
notice,  that  this  part  of  New  Zealand  has  been  pur- 
"  chased  of  the  native  chiefs  residing  here  for  the 
"  benefit  of  the  Ngatiawa  tribes,  extending  from  iJa^ 
"  ngitikei  to  Patea,  towards  Taranaku  by  Henry  Wil- 
"  liams."  I  translated  this  to  the  large  concourse  of 
natives  who  were  assembled  on  the  spot,  and  asked 
them  if  it  was  true.  They  assured  me  most  fully  and 
unanimously,  that  neither  had  any  such  agreement 
been  mentioned  to  them,  nor  had  a  single  fish-hook  or 
piece  of  tobacco  been  paid  to  any  one,  except  to  the 
boys  who  carried  Mr.  Williams's  things,  or  to  those 
natives  who  became  converts  to  the  Christian  religion, 
I  then  asked  Te  Anorua  whether  he  had  been  aware 
of  the  contents  of  the  paper.  He  answered  that  he 
had  not ;  but  that  he  thought  it  was  a  certificate  of 
good  character  and  hospitality  left  with  him  by  the 
missionary,  in  order  that  future  travellers  might  not 
hesitate  to  place  themselves  under  his.  protection.     I 
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could  scarcely  believe  for  6ome  time  that  such  a  decep- 
tion could  have  been  made  use  of  by  Mr,  Williams,  in 
order  to  prevent  our  completion  of  a  bargain  which 
we  had  commenced  at  Kapiti  a  mouth  before  hifl 
arrival.  I  could  not  see  a  single  excuse  for  the  action. 
It  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  give  these  ignorant  na- 
tives a  high  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  White  man 
for  honest  and  straightforward  conduct ;  as  they  were 
kept  uninformed  of  its  motive,  either  real  or  apparent. 
£ven  the  all^;ed  motive  would  have  been  an  unjust 
one,  the  Ngatiawa  tribes  having  no  claim  whatever  to 
the  tract  of  land  in  question,  and  having  been  but  few 
years  before  at  open  war  with  the  actual  occupants, 
during  the  great  migration  from  Taranaki,  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  write  on  the  back  of  the  notice  that  it  was 
an  "  arrant  falsehood,"  together  with  the  information 
which,  gathered  from  the  natives  on  the  spot,  had  led 
me  to  form  this  opinion.  I  then  returned  it  to  Te 
Ana-^m,  convinced  that  be  would  hand  it  to  Mr.  Wil- 
jjaois  on  his  next  visit 

I  answered  the  speeches  of  the  chiefs  by  telling  them 
that  I  was  not  come  to  buy  their  land,  but  to  look  at 
l^e  people  and  the  country ;  and  that  they  must  apply 
to  "  Wide-awake"  for  the  completion  of  the  purchase, 
as  I  intended  to  travel  about  the  country  for  a  month 
at  two.  I  presented  each  of  the  three  head  chiefs 
with  a  red  blanket,  and  distributed  fish; 
tobacco  among  the  inferior  crowd.  I  also  \ 
some  more  of  the  same  articles 
or  native  fish-hooks.  1  have  air 
hooks,  which  are  used  for  the  ka,\ 
their  name  from  the  /laliolun-tAn 
which  they  are  lined,  I  had  a  1 
Turoa  and  some  other  chiefs  j 
yisils  were  over.     This  old  chW 

VOL.  I. 
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way,  the  eflFect  produced  on  the  natives  of  this  place  by 
Mr.  Williams's  visit  in  December^  It  appeared  that, 
after  missing  us  in  Cook's  Strait,  that  gentleman  had 
landed  at  Tf^aikanae  with  Mr.  Hadfield,  the  missionary 
whom  1  had  heard  of  there,  and  had  travelled  on  foot 
nearly  as  far  as  Ngamotu  at  Taranakiy  and  then 
l*eturned,  leaving  his  companion  at  Waikanae.  On 
my  asking  T'aroa  what  sort  of  a  man  Williams  was, 
And  how  he  behaved  to  the  natives,  the  old  inan 
answered,  "  He  \%  a  tangata  firi,  or  *  angry  man,'  who 
*'  shut^  his  tent-door  upon  us,  and  does  not  sit  by  our 
sides  and  talk  kindly  to  us,  as  you  do :  but  he  has 
the  Atua  (God)  upon  his  lips,  and  we  are  afraid  of 
his  anger."  At  dusk  I  returned  to  ^ahipuna,  and 
slept  in  my  tent. 

At  daybreak  next  morning  a  whole  fleet  of  canoes 
went  out  to  sea  to  fish.  Together  with  Wide-awake'6 
party,  there  were  at  least  fifty  sail.  At  the  flood,  which 
was  in  the  afternoon,  they  all  entered  the  river,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  fish  for  the  kawai^  large  shoals  of  which  had 
come  in  with  the  tide.  As  this  fishery  is  always  con- 
ducted at  full  speed,  the  sea-reach,  about  three  miles 
long,  presented  a  most  lively  scene.  A  light  breeze  fa- 
voured the  sailing  one  way ;  so  that  half  of  the  canoes 
were  under  sail,  and  the  others  pulling  in  the  opposite 
direction.  They  continued  thus  to  alternate  for  two 
or  three  hours,  singing  as  they  paddled,  and  yelling 
with  delight  whenever  an  unusually  large  fish  was 
hauled  in.  I  passed  through  the  centre  of  this  fishing 
fleet,  on  my  way  to  a  village  on  the  opposite  side, 
about  half  a  mile  above  Putikiwaranui.  I  found  here 
about  two  hundred  men,  women,  and  children.  E  Kuru 
told  me  that  they  were  from  the  fFiahi  pari,  or  "  Place 
"  of  CliflFsy"  a  nisime  given  to  the  upper  part  of  this 
river,  where  it  runs  between  very  high  steep  banks. 
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He  explained  to  me,  that  none  of  the  natives  lived  per* 
manently  near  the  eea-side ;  hut  that  their  pat  and 
cultivations  were  far  up  the  river,  among  the  moun- 
tainous country,  which  they  consider  more  fertile  as 
well  as  more  secure  from  hostile  attacks.  These  vil- 
lages near  the  sea  were  only  used  during  this  season, 
when  the  fish  abound  and  the  constant  fine  weather 
allows  the  almost  daily  exit  of  the  canoes.  At  the 
end  of  the  summer  they  return  up  the  river  with  large 
stores  of  dried  fish.  I  now  understood  why  these  vil- 
lages were  so  poorly  built  and  badly  fenced.  I  had 
ndt  seen  a  good  house  in  either  of  them ;  and  the 
fences,  instead  of  being  formed  of  high  strong  wooden 
uprights,  as  I  had  seen  them  in  other  pat,  were  made 
of  reeds  and  grass,  supported  on  weak  sticks  to  the 
height  of  four  feet ;  evidently  calculated  for  no  other 
purpose  than  that  of  breaking  the  force  of  the  sea-; 
breezes.  I  now  understood  that  these  were  mere  tem» 
porary  viUagea  used  for  fishing.  While  I  was  at  this 
village,  talking  to  several  of  the  chiefs,  sunset  ap- 
proached. The  canoes  came  dashing  in  from  the 
fishery,  and  a  sort  of  harvest-home  took  place.  Each 
crew  joined  in  a  triumphant  chorus  as  they  neared  the 
village,  and  the  old  women,  perched  in  various  atti- 
tudes on  the  large  racks  erected  for  drying  the  fish, 
yelled  out  their  discordant  welcome,  attended  with 
much  hideous  grimacing.  The  fishermen  jumped  out 
of  their  canoes,  and.  prepared  to  sittiick  huge  meals 
which  had  beea  qqoked  imwdiaaess  for  their  arrival ; 
and  the  women  denied  flBAvMped  the  tish,  and  hung 
them  up  on  the  n;.'  )t;pt  in  my  tent. 

^kpilng  the  Dr  .  c  visited  fo'^nlly  Ity 

lihn>     V head  cli'  "TVreeents  uw  inmli' 
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yelling  about  to  Mokau  and  other  strange  place3,  but 
that  I  was  bound  to  return  to  Port  Nicholson  and  get 
a  vessel  and  goods  from  "  Wide-awake"  and  pay  for 
the  place.  He  said  I  should  be  plundered  by  the  rude 
natives  to  the  north  ;  reproached  me  with  neglecting 
these,  who  were  resolved  to  be  my  friends ;  and  re- 
minded me  that  Williams  had  the  intention  of  return- 
ing soon  with  a  ship  to  buy  the  place,  and  that, 
perhaps,  when  the  natives  saw  his  goods,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  resist  selling  to  him  instead  of  to  me. 
Pakoro^  a  near  relation  of  Turoa,  followed  in  the 
same  strain.  The  wild  energy  with  which  he  spoke 
might  easily  have  been  mistaken  for  anger  by  an  in- 
experienced auditor ;  and  even  I  should  probably  have 
feared  some  violent  termination  to  the  harangue,  had 
not  E  Kuruy  constantly  seated  at  my  elbow  to  inter- 
pret difficult  sentences  and  assist  me  in  my  answers, 
explained  to  me  that  '^his  mouth  was  great  because 
**his  heart  was  warm."  Pakoro  ended  by  flinging 
over  my  shoulders  a  very  handsome  kaitaka  mat,  which 
he  had  been  wearing  while  he  spoke. 

While  here,  I  collected  a  considerable  number  of 
mats  of  all  kinds,  some  of  which  were  given  to  me  by 
chiefs,  and  the  others  sold  by  inferior  natives.  The 
mats  are  generally  of  four  kinds.  The  plainest  and 
least  valued  is  the  porera.  This  is  plaited  very  closely 
with  unscraped  flax,  split  into  narrow  bands,  and  is 
used  as  floor-cloth  for  a  house  or  a  couch.  It  has  a 
glossy  straw-like  surface,  and  is  very  useful  in  keeping 
a  bed  from  the  damp  ground.  I  bought  some  about 
seven  feet  square  for  a  few  heads  of  tobacco. 

The  next  in  value  is  the  korowai.  It  is  woven  of 
mukuy  or  scraped  flax,  and  ornamented  with  bunches 
of  twisted  tags  of  the  same,  dyed  black.  The  tags  are, 
however,  sometimes  left  white ;  at  other  times  they  are 
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formed  of  strings  scraped  only  at  regular  intervals,  thus 
leaving  the  gold-coloured  straw  on  the  spaces  not 
scraped.  By  thus  dyeing  or  not  dyeing,  scraping  or  not 
scraping  the  tags,  or  by  alternating  dyed  and  scraped, 
undyed  and  unscraped  tags,  on  the  same  mat,  a  great 
many  varieties  of  the  korowai  are  made  ;  but  the  most 
general  one  is  that  with  scraped  and  dyed  tags.  These 
mats,  although  often  worn  by  men,  are  more  com- 
monly the  dress  of  the  women. 

A  third  sort  of  mat  is  the  tiehe^  or  rough  outside 
covering.  Its  outside  is  formed  of  the  refuse  from  the 
operation  of  flax-scraping;  but  the  inner  surface  is 
often  woven  very  closely,  and  of  the  finest  flax.  The 
slaves  generally  wear  very  coarse  mats  of  this  kind, 
having  no  women  who  are  allowed  to  bestow  pains  on 
mat-making  for  themselves  and  their  relations.  The 
tiehei  like  the  korowai y  varies  much  in  colour  and 
quality.  They  are  all  perfectly  waterproof,  the  leaves 
of  the  outside  thatch  overlapping  each  other  like  tiles. 

But  the  most  valued  Maori  mat  is  the  kaitaka  or 
parawai.     This  is  woven  of  the  very  finest,  silky,  snow- 
white  mukay  and  is  unsullied  by  any  tag  or  ornament 
except  a  border  of  a  foot  in  width  at  the  bottom,  and 
six  inches  on  the  two  sides.     This  border  is  dyed  black, 
except  where   sets  of  parallel  zigzag  lines,   and  the 
lozenge-shaped  spaces  between  them,  are  left  white  or 
stained   chesnut-colour  with  another  dye.      Lately  a 
very  bad  taste  of  introducing  coloured  worsted   taken 
from  European  clothing,  has  spoiled  the  cb 
their  execution ;  but  an  old  parawai,  with  i 
Maori  materials  and  manufacture,  is  certa] 
handsome  garment,  and  the  border  is  really 
design. 

The  two  sexes  have  difierent  ways  of  w 
mat  or  blanket.     The  man  wears  it  tied  o: 
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shoulder  like  a  Roman  toga,  so  as  to  have  his  right 
arm  free  ;  the  woman  ties  it  over  her  breast^  and  holds 
the  sides  together  with  her  hands.  In  carrying  a  child^ 
the  man  dresses  like  a  woman,  as  the  child  clings  round 
the  neck  of  the  person  who  carries  him,  and  is  sustained 
by  the  blanket,  grasped  tight  round  both  their  bodies. 

There  were  very  few  blankets  among  the  Jf^anganui 
natives.  Indeed,  they  had  begged  me  very  naively  to 
see  "  how  many  things  of  the  pakeha  they  had  among 
"  them,"  when  I  read  to  them  Mr.  Williams's  manu- 
script ruse. 

I  was  much  pleased  by  the  conduct  of  E  Kuru  on 
one  of  these  days.  A  cringing,  sneaking  Ngatiawa 
native,  who  stated  himself  to  be  a  relation  of  JVaTe- 
pori,  had  brought  a  porera  for  sale.  Thinking  it 
better  than  any  which  I  had  yet  seen,  and  ignorant  as 
yet  of  the  price-current  here,  I  modestly  inquired 
whether  he  would  take  an  axe  for  it,  fully  expecting 
to  be  indignantly  refused.  He  immediately,  however, 
jumped  at  the  offer ;  threw  the  mat  into  my  tent,  and 
ran  away  to  the  village  as  hard  as  he  could,  with  the 
axe  under  his  mat.  This  had  been  done  in  E  Kurus 
absence,  and  under  cover  of  the  tent  from  the  natives 
sitting  in  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  return  of  E 
Kuru  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  he  gave  me  two 
or  three  mats  of  different  kinds  which  he  had  collected, 
and  then,  seeing  the  new  porera,  asked  how  much  to- 
bacco I  had  paid  for  it.  When  I  had  related  the 
whole  transaction  to  him,  he  became  very  angry  ;^  and 
without  more  words,  took  the  porera,  and  started  off 
at  a  run  for  the  village,  more  than  a  mile  off.  He  was 
back,  puj£ng  and  blowing,  in  little  more  than  half  an 
hour,  with  my  axe.  "  There,"  said  he,  **  don't  buy  any 
'^  more  mats  without  speaking  to  me :  the  man  is  a 
**  thief;  he  would  be  glad  to  sell  his  mat  for  six  heads 
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■"  bf  tobacco  tb  aoy  of  us,  iiad  counted  upOQ  my  knoir-i- 
"  ing  nothing  of  tliis.  I  have  taken  care,  howeveri 
."  that  he  should  not  gain  for  ff^anganui  people  the 
"  name  of  robbing  you  under  pretence  of  a  fair  koko 
V  ('bargain')." 

:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  I  told  the  assembled 
chiefs  that  I  could  not  accede  to  their  request,  but 
should  proceed  on  the  next  day  to  the  northward. 
They  then  determined  that  E  Kunt  should  accom- 
pany ike  Ngatiawa  fleet  to  the  south,  and  urge  upon 
Oolonel  Wakefield  the  completion  of  his  bargain.  He, 
Turoa,  and  Wide-awake,  took  me  up  to  the  top  of 
the  cliflF,  from  which  a  wide  view  of  the  country  on 
the  west  bank  was  obtained,  as  well  as  of  the  valley 
in  which  Pulikiwaramti  is  situated,  of  two  or  three 
miles  of  the  river's  course  above  that  spot,  and  of 
the  distant  mountains  of  Tonga  Rtro  and  Taranakt. 
On  the  summit  a  carved  and  half-burnt  post  marked  the 
site  of  an  ancientpo,  whence  the  assembled  tribes  of  thia 
district  had  formerly  resisted  the  passage  of  the  Ngatir 
awa  across  the.  mouth  of  the  river.  The  three  chiefs 
begged  me  to  carve  the  name  of  my  matua,  or  "  parent," 
as  they  called  Colonel  Wakefield,  on  this  post ;  in  order 
that  his  name  might  keep  the  land  for  him,  as  his  child 
^fueed  to  do  so.  They  said  they  wanted  to  prove  to 
Air.  Williams.,  should  he  return  to  buy  the  land,  to 
whom  they  had'  VBilUy  promised  it.  I  did  as  they  re- 
quested me  ;  and.||un  passed  oivria  a  canoe,  with  all 
jny  goods,  chattel^Uid  retinue^*  the  opposite  shore, 
of  thtf^vs  had  almdy  |)itched  the  tent. 
isquitoes ; 
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the  sand-hills  to  the  beach  about  two  miles  beyond  the 
river's  mouth.  Ehina,  the  native  who  had  tried  to 
get  too  much  payment  for  his  mat,  applied  for  an  en- 
gagement in  my  suite;  and,  although  I  was  warned 
by  the  significant  looks  of  E  Kuru  and  E  Puke,  who 
still  remained  with  me,  not  to  have  anything*  to  do 
with  him,  I  at  length  gave  way  to  his  earnest  entrea- 
ties, and  assigned  him  a  load. 

We  walked  for  about  fourteen  miles  along  a  hard 
sandy  beach,  at  die  foot  of  elifis  varying  in  height  from 
one  to  two  hundred  feet,  broken  in  two  or  three  places 
by  the  gullies  through  which  streams  descend  from  the 
table-land  on  the  top.  The  lowest  stratum  of  these 
^i&  was  generally  a  blue  clay,  studded  with  shelts^  all 
of  modem  sorts.  After  comparing  it  with  the  pieces 
of  stone  which  I  had  picked  up  at  ff^angaihu,  I  con- 
cluded that  they  had  been  detached  from  this  stratum 
and  hardened  by  exposure  to  air  or  water.  Half-way 
up  the  cliffs,  I  frequently  observed  layers  of  sound  trees 
of  large  size  lying  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  some- 
times protruding  into  the  air  where  a  land-slip  had 
carried  away  some  of  the  surrounding  soil.  Higher 
still,  strata  of  lignite,  which  occasionally  dipped  down 
below  the  beach,  were  also  to  be  distinguished.  The 
natives  tried  to  account  for  the  trees  by  saying  that 
that  had  formerly  been  forest-land,  and  that  the  in- 
habitants of  bygone  days  had  cleared  it  for  potatoes. 
They  were  puzzled,  however,  to  account  for  the  super- 
incumbent hundred  feet  of  soil;  and  so,  I  confess, 
was  I. 

Coming  to  a  point,  where  the  sea  dashed  against  the 
cliff,  we  ascended  a  beaten  path  in  one  of  the  natural 
breaks,  and  got  on  to  the  top.  Plains  of  barren  sand^ 
only  varied  by  occasional  hummocks  and  stunted  shrubs^ 
extended  four  or  five  miles  into  the  interior.     Groves 
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of  trees,  however,  peered  over  the  glowing  horizon,  and 
spoke  of  fertile  land  in  the  interior. 

Five  miles  across  this  desert,  by  a  half-beaten  track, 
brought  us  to  the  top  of  a  sand-hill,  whence  we  got  a 
delicious  peep  into  the  valley  of  the  ff^aitotara,  or 
"  Totara  river."  The  valley  seemed  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  in  width,  and  the  opposite  side  was  clothed  with 
timber.  Close  to  the  further  bank  of  the  river,  which 
wound  through  the  vale,  was  a  sort  of  Acropolis,  on 
which  stood  the  village  to  which  we  were  bound. 
Except  on  the  very  top,  the  houses  were  shaded  by  a 
luxuriant  grove  of  karaka  trees,  which  encircled  the 
base  and  feathered  up  the  sides  of  the  fortified  hill. 
The  village  was  called  Te  Ihupukuy  or  '*  the  nose  of 
"  the  belly."  Descending  the  sand-hill,  we  traversed  a 
fertile  but  somewhat  swampy  plain,  and  crossed  the 
river,  which  is  here  about  twelve  yards  wide,  and  runs 
between  high  banks. 

I  was  much  struck  by  the  want  of  cordiality  shown 
by  the  inhabitants.  As  I  ascended  the  steep  hill  with 
my  train,  scarcely  any  greeting  was  addressed  to  me, 
no  shouts  of  haeremaiy  so  universal  a  welcome  to  the 
stranger,  were  to  be  heard ;  and  the  few  inquisitive 
natives  that  ran  out  to  look  at  the  arrival,  sat  in  silence, 
or  slowly  retreated  to  their  huts.  On  reaching  the 
summit,  we  found  two  or  three  natives  awaiting  us ; 
and  I  was  about  to  ask  for  the  chief,  when  Konatu, 
whose  advice  I  had  always  found  it  prudent  to  follow, 
whispered  me  to  sit  down  in  silence  like  the  rest  of  my 
train  ;  and  explained  that  there  was  no  chief  of  con- 
sequence among  this  tribe.  I  had  been  accompanied 
by  a  dozen  or  more  of  the  attendants  of  Wide- 
awake, the  native  chief,  as  the  southerly  wind,  which 
delayed  the  departure  of  their  fleet,  had  allowed  them 
to  give  me  their  escort  so  far.     They,  too,  seemed       ^ 
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rather  offended  at  their  reception^  but  sat  in  silence, 
with  their  blankets  or  mats  raised  nearly  up  to  their 
eyes.  After  some  little  consultation  among  the  inha- 
bitantSy  whose  number  continued  gradually  to  increase, 
and  much  whispering  and  mystery,  we  were  shown 
into  a  large  building  used  as  a  chapel  by  the  natives, 
who  had  been  all  converted  very  recently.  A  large 
fire  was  lighted  in  the  centre  of  the  house,  so  as  to 
illumine  every  part  of  it ;  and  while  we  partook  of  some 
food  which  was  placed  before  us,  the  whole  population 
of  the  village,  amounting  to  perhaps  100  of  all  ages 
and  sexes,  walked  in  and  took  their  places.  A  native 
teacher  performed  prayers  as  soon  as  our  food-baskets 
were  removed ;  and  then  entered  upon  a  long  Philip- 
pic against  me  and  mine. 

I  began  now  to  understand  the  unusual  distrust  and 
want  of  friendliness  shown  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
village.  The  preacher,  for  he  remained  in  the  wooden 
pulpit  from  which  he  had  read  prayers  while  delivering 
his  oration,  spoke  for  an  hour  in  the  most  cruel  way  of 
me,  of  Colonel  Wakefield,  and  of  the  intentions  of  the 
White  settlers  who  had  followed  us.  He  insisted  upon 
the  old  story,  so  widely  spread  about  to  our  damage, 
that  we  were  come  to  buy  all  their  land  and  drive 
them  to  the  mountains  ;  that  we  were  Pikapo,  or  Ro- 
man Catholics,  and  therefore  sure  to  cut  their  throats. 
He  repeatedly  warned  them  against  me  in  particular,  as 
come  to  spy  the  fulness  of  their  land ;  and  mixed  all 
this  up  with  quotations  from  the  Scriptures,  whether 
apt  or  not,  and  digressions  to  discuss  some  abstruse 
point  of  religious  doctrine,  so  that  he  might  have 
passed  for  an  inspired  priest  fulminating  the  edicts  of 
the  Church  against  some  heretic  or  tempter  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  discourse,  too,  was  interlarded  with  words 
of  mihanere  manufacture,  such  as  I  have  before  dar 


Chap.VIIL  .  MISSIONARY  CALUMNIES.     S  251 

scribed,  to  which  his  audience  seemed  to  listen  with 
great  respect,  as  though  forming  part  of  the  new 
creed ;  although  I  am  sure  that  they  could  not  under- 
stand them,  and  have  great  doubts  whether  even  the 
declaimer  was  aware  of  their  signification. 

On  inquiring  from  my  attendants  who  the  orator 
was,  they  told  me  he  was  a  returned  slave  from  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  and  had  been  left  as  teacher  by  Te 
TViremUy  or  Williams.  They  also  told  me,  that  the 
Ngarauru  tribe,  who  inhabit  this  valley,  were  a  tutua, 
or  inferior  tribe,  who  had  no  chiefs ;  and  that  thus  Te 
Aro  Aro,  or  "  the  Body,"  as  the  slave  teacher  was 
called,  ruled  them  as  he  listed.  I  therefore  took  no 
notice  of  his  virulent  attack ;  but  after  making  friends 
with  some  of  my  neighbours  by  desultory  conversation 
on  other  subjects^  and  by  playing  with  their  children, 
made  my  bed,  and  covered  myself  up  as  though  to 
sleep. 

This  marked  indiffeirence  to  his  eloquence  soon 
stopped  Aro  Aro  ;  but  some  of  my  companions  did  not 
fail  to  take  up  the  cudgels  for  me,  and  there  ensued  a 
stormy  discussion,  by  which  I  was  occasionally  half 
waked,  to  see  the  figure  of  my  assailant  •  g^ticulating 
from  the  high  pulpit,  his  malignant  features  seeming 
more  repulsive  in  the  half-dreaming  glances  which  I 
thus  obtained. 

In  the  morning  I  strolled  about  the  citadel,  and 
gazed  with  pleasure  on  the   fertile  country  around. 
The  river  meanders  through  the  valley  down  to  its 
embouchure  among  the  sand-hills  on  the  coast  about 
four  miles  oflF.     The  sides  of  the  valley,  approachii 
steeply  to  its  bank  about  two  miles  above  the  pa,  clo 
it   in  from  the  sight   in  that   direction.     The  vaJ 
varies  in  width  from  one  to  three  miles,  and 
table-lands  appear  to  stretch  away  from  thiS 
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green  slopes  which  bound  the  valley.  These  slopes  are 
almost  all  covered  with  timber ;  but  the  level  ground, 
both  above  and  below,  has  a  truly  park-like  appearance, 
being  covered  with  a  jungle  of  fern,  grass,  reeds,  flax, 
and  shrubs,  interspersed  with  groves  and  fringes  of  tim- 
ber of  various  kinds  and  sizes. 

About  a  hundred  yards  above  Te  Ihupukuy  a  strong 
and  well-made  fishing-weir  stretched  across  the  river, 
only  two  or  three  small  passages  being  left  for  canoes. 
This,  they  told  me,  was  for  catching  the  piarau,  a  fine 
sort  of  lamprey  which  is  taken  in  abundance  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  rivers  during  freshets.  The  weir 
is  called  hutu  by  the  natives.  They  place  eel-pots, 
called  hinaki^  which  are  very  artistically  made,  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  funnels  formed  by  series  of  upright 
poles  driven  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  interstices 
being  filled  up  with  fern. 

I  was  much  surprised  to  find,  on  the  very  pinnacle 
of  the  Acropolis,  a  quantity  of  large  oyster-shells  im- 
bedded in  the  soil.  The  natives  whom  I  interrogated 
persisted  that  they  had  been  there  from  time  imme- 
morial. 

After  breakfast,  for  which  I  took  care  to  pay  liberally, 
I  left  the  inhospitable  Christian  village,  and  proceeded 
along  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  through  fern  and 
grass,  to  the  sea-side.  About  a  mile  from  the  beach 
my  train  stopped  to  consume  the  remains  of  the  eatables 
which  had  been  set  before  them.  They  told  me  that 
the  inhabitants  were  so  repulsive  and  suspicious  in  their 
manners,  that  they  had  preferred  coming  on  here  in 
order  to  satisfy  their  hunger.  This  was  at  a  deserted 
fishing  village,  as  the  racks  and  fish-bones  sufficiently 
described.  In  the  river  at  this  place  about  a  hundred 
stumps  of  large  totara  trees  rose  vertically  above  the 
level  of  the  water,  almost  impeding  the  whole  naviga- 
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tion.  I  could  not  learn  whether  they  had  been 
growing  there,  or  had  been  brought  down  by  freshets. 
As,  however,  they  were  without  exception  in  an  upright 
position,  and  at  about  the  distance  from  each  other  at 
which  trees  usually  grow,  I  concluded  that  the  river 
had  at  some  distant  period  changed  its  course,  and 
flowed  through  a  totara  grove.  I  even  conjectured, 
that  the  river  might  have  taken  its  name  from  this  cir^ 
cumstance. 

The  wmd  having  shifted  this  morning,  the  greater 
part  of  my  escort  returned  from  hence  to  TVanganuti 
as  they  expected  the  canoes  to  start.  I  proceeded  witJi 
Kanatu,  Puke,  Hina,  and  four  other  boys,  over  the 
sand-hills  on  to  the  beach.  About  two  miles  north  of 
the  river  s  mouth  we  again  came  to  cliffs,  and  were 
obliged  by  the  high  tide  to  travel  along  their  summit. 
This  was  very  tedious  work,  up  and  down  sand-hum- 
mocks and  through  heavy  hot  sand  for  about  ten 
miles.  I  was  partly  consoled,  however,  by  splendid 
views  of  Tonga  Biro  and  Mount  Egmont,  the  day 
being  clear  and  perfectly  unclouded.  The  latter 
mountain  became  more  and  more  beautiful  as  we 
lessened  our  distance  from  it.  Descending  to  the 
beach  as  the  tide  ebbed,  we  passed  along  the  foot  of 
the  cliffs,  which  diminished  in  height  for  about  two 
miles,  and  then  gave  way  to  low  sand-hummocks,  like 
those  south  of  fVianganuL  Many  bustling  streams 
rushed  through  gullies  to  the  beach.  Turning  a 
point  in  the  sandy  beach,  we  discovered  a  hav  bounded 
on  the  north  by  two  or  three  high 
ceeded  for  about  a  mile  to  the  mouth  ( 
flowing  out  of  its  bight.  Two  i 
side  of  the  river,  poured  out  t 
the  beach  to  greet  us.  One  ti 
his  shoulders^  and  carried  me  ac 
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dtream  wliere  it  flows  over  the  yielding  sand  of  the 
beach.  I  then  sat  down  on  a  log  of  drift-wood  to 
await  the  arrival  of  my  boys,  whom  I  had  left  far 
behind  with  their  heavy  burthens.  The  natives  of 
the  place  crowded  round  me,  and  entreated  me  to  stop 
there  for  the  night.  They  **  had  cooked  food  for  the 
"  White  man,"  they  said^  "  as  soon  as  they  saw  him 
"  come  round  the  point "  When  the  boys  caihe  uj^, 
they  said  they  were  tired  and  hungry,  and  so  I  agreed 
to  take  up  my  quarters  here.  A  shout  of  joy  followed 
my  decision,  and  a  dozen  competitors  vied  for  the  task 
of  recrossing  the  river  with  me,  as  I  had  given  a 
small  scrap  of  tobacco  to  the  one  who  had  first  volun- 
teered his  services.  It  was  in  the  pa  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  that  a  house  had  been  prepared  for  me. 
This  village  Was  called  Te*0,  and  consisted  of  about  a 
dozen  houses.  It  was  situated  on  a  point  of  land 
twenty  feet  above  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  flowed 
round  it  on  three  sides.  Opposite,  on  a  perpendicular 
clifl^  200  feet  high,  which  hung  over  the  river,  was 
the  main  pa,  called  Tihoe,  The  river  was  called 
JVenuakura,  or  "  Land  of  Plumage." 

I  was  shown  into  a  ware  umu,  which  had  been  care- 
fully carpeted  with  fresh  fern ;  my  boys  deposited  their 
loads  inside;  and  the  gaping  crowd  gathered  round 
the  narrow  door.  A  chief  named  Ngakumu  (who  did 
not  appear,  however,  to  possess  much  influence)  kept 
them  from  pressing  too  close,  and  occasionally  reproved 
them  for  attempting  to  crowd  in.  The  Maori  expres- 
sion for  "  Get  out  of  the  way!"  is  simply  Fori!  "  it  is 
dark ! ",  thus  answering  somewhat  to  the  Irishman's 
Stand  out  o'  my  daylight !" 

In  travelling  among  strange  natives,  there  is  nothing 
more  disagreeable  than  their  habit  of  crowding  round 
a  stranger.     In  these  cases,  a  good-humoured  joke  has 
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often  more  effect  in  repressing  the  nuisance  than  pas- 
sionate or  testy  behaviour.  I  soon  learnt  numerous 
expressions  which  served  to  make  them  ashamed  of 
their  pertinacious  staring.  Hepura  ahau?  **Am  I  one- 
eyed?'*  Tokohia  nga  ngatara  hi  taku  mokof  "  How 
many  lizards  are  there  on  my  face?'*  were  among  the 
most  efficacious.  If  eating,  I  would  ask  them  if  they 
were  looking  for  my  Ara«,  or  food ;  and  the  old  men 
would  then  reprove  the  crowd,  and  tell  them  that  they 
were  annoying  the  guest.  The  Ngatiruanui,  who  in- 
habit the  coast  for  many  miles  north  of  this  place,  are, 
like  the  Ngarauru  at  Waitotaray  a  tribe  without  chiefs 
of  consequence,  and  hence  much  more  difficult  to 
hold  intercourse  with.  After  I  had  finished  my  meal,  I 
caused  a  diversion  by  purchasing  various  things  from 
them  for  tobacco  and  fish-hooks.  Porera  mats,  pawa 
hooks,  baskets,  fishing-lines,  and  carved  boxes  made 
their  appearance  on  all  hands,  and  some  even  brought 
pigs,  dried  dog-fish,  and  baskets  of  potatoes  to  barter. 
The  crowding  continued  after  I  had  done  bu3dng ;  and 
I  had  some  difficulty  in  clearing  a  space  in  an  open  shed 
for  my  blankets,  and  getting  the  natives  out  in  order 
to  sleep.  After  all,  they  had  some  excuse  for  their  an-* 
noying  conduct.  They  were,  perhaps,  more  wild  and 
untaught  than  the  slaves  whom  we  had  met  at  the 
Pelorus  River,  and  stared  with  more  amazement  at  all 
my  clothes  and  equipments.  A  large  audience  assem- 
bled to  see  me  wash  in  the  river  at  daybreak.  Roars 
of  laughter  and  screams  of  astonishment  resounded 
from  every  quarter  when  I  proceeded  to  brush  my 
teeth. 

Crossing  the  river  in  a  canoe,  I  climbed  up  a  steep 
ascent  to  the  main  pa.  The  cliff  is  nearly  precipitous 
on  all  sides,  except  where  a  narrow  neck  joins  it  with 
the  mainland.      This  neck,  however,  slopes  upwards  to 
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the  pa,  and  is  defended  by  native  fences  and  trenches  of 
the  strongest  kind.  A  double  row  of  stockades  is  filled 
in  with  earth  to  the  height  of  a  man>  leaving  small 
holes  level  with  the  ground.  A  trench  inside  the 
stockade  is  dug  to  the  depth  of  a  man's  body;  and 
spears  and  muskets  are  thrust  by  the  defenders  through 
the  small  holes.  A  second  bank  is  raised  inside  the 
trench,  from  behind  which  a  second  row  could  ply 
their  weapons  against  the  stormers  of  the  palisadoes ; 
and  high  fighting  stages,  protected  by  fences  stuffed 
with  turf,  also  afford  commanding  stations  for  de- 
fenders to  fire  over  the  outer  fence.  The  entrance, 
through  which  only  one  man  can  pass  at  once,  is  so 
twisted  as  to  be  exposed  to  the  enfilading  fire  of  the 
whole  line  of  defenders. 

There  were  signs,  outside  the  stockade,  of  two  outer 
rows  of  defences  in  former  times ;  as  artificial  banks 
reached  from  cliff  to  cliff  across  the  neck.  Thus  three 
strong  stockades,  one  commanding  the  other,  must 
have  made  this  side  impregnable  to  Maori  warfare; 
and  an  assault,  except  by  stealth,  on  the  other  faces, 
would  have  been  sheer  madness.  It  was  here  that 
Rauperaha  paused  for  some  months  during  his  inva- 
sion of  Cook's  Strait.  The  security  of  the  position  had 
been  well  appreciated  by  that  clever  general. 

Descending  on  the  other  side  of  the  pa,  we  passed 
round  the  foot  of  one  of  the  bluffs  which  we  had  seen 
the  day  before,  and  found  ourselves  at  the  mouth  of 
another  and  larger  river,  called  the  Patea,  which  takes 
its  source  in  the  eastern  side  of  Mount  Egmont. 
About  a  mile  up  the  south  bank,  a  pa,  called  Haere 
hauy  or  "  I  go,"  was  perched  on  a  cliff.  I  was  persuaded 
to  go  there  and  stop  another  night,  as  the  natives 
wished  to  show  me  the  same  hospitality  as  those  of  the 
neighbouring  village.     We  therefore  ascended  the  cliff. 
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find  stored  the  loads  in  a  house  appoihted  for  my  re- 
ception. I  was  amply  provided  with  provisions  of  aH 
kinds;  and  my  fish-hooks  again  procured  me  plenty  of 
water-melonS)  which  were  very  agreeable  in  this  warm 
weather.  I  was  all  day  talking  to  a  crowd  of  natives 
assembled  iSound  me,  and  combating  the  usual  mis- 
sionary calumnies.  They  told  me  that  Mr.  Hadfield 
had  chi^istened  this  j9a  "England,"  and  that  he  had  paid 
a  blanket  for  a  piece  of  land  which  they  showed  me  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where  he  intended  to  build  a 
chapel.  Our  conversation  turned  a  good  deal  upOii 
ships  and  soldiers.  I  found  the  history  of  the  Alliga- 
tor's expedition  in  1834  still  fresh  in  their  recollections. 
Waimate^  where  the  soldiers  landed,  is  about  thirty 
miles  further  along  the  coast,  and  inhabited  by  the 
same  tribe.  They  asked  eagerly  whether  such  a  thing 
would  happen  again  ;  and  I  of  course  told  them  that  it 
would  only  in  case  of  their  bad  conduct  provoking 
retribution. 

Ift  the  morning,  as  1  Was  about  to  start.  Puke  told 
me  that  a  man  had  "  gone  oflF  to  the  bush,"  or  run 
away,  with  some  of  my  blankets.  I  immediately  assem^ 
bled  the  inhabitants  of  the  pa,  and  inquired  whether 
this. were  the  fact.    It  turned  out  that  Ehina  had  been 
suspected  of  adultery  with  a  wahine  tapu,  or  married 
woman,  at  Te-O  last  night,  and  that  a  man  named 
fVikura,  a  relation  of  her  husband,  had  taken  his  load 
as  well  as  his  mat  in  utu,  or  payment,  of  the  crime* 
Ehinay  on  being  called,  stood  silent  in  the  middle  of  the 
court-yard,  wrapped  in  my  pea-coat,  but  neither  denied 
nor  confessed  the  charge.  As  I  had  already  hi 
to  doubt  his  honesty,  I  did  not  attempt  his  di 
inveighed  loudly  against  the  injustice 
his  sins.     This  was  allowed  by  the 
said  the  robber  was  gone,  and  could 

VOL.  I. 
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I  th^i  8^d  diat  I  would  wait  a  day  for  the  restitu- 
tion of  my  blankets ;  but  that,  if  they  were  not  then 
forthcomings  I  should  return  to  Port  Nicholson,  and 
certainly  get  a  ship  and  soldiers  to  punish  them  for  the 
theft.     I  then  sat  down. 

Great  confusion  ensued.  Some  went  whispering 
about  to  their  neighbours ;  the  women  began  to  cry ; 
and  my  boys  looked  exceedingly  uncomfortable.  The 
owner  (^  tiie  house  in  which  I  had  slept  took  aU  the 
loads,  put  them  into  his  ware  puniy  or  sleeping-house^ 
and,  shutting  the  door,  sat  against  it.  This,  he  told 
me,  was  to  prevent  the  other  natives  from  plundering 
any  more. 

In  the  midst  of  their  indecision,  a  vessel,  which  had 
been  observed  in  the  oflGing  trying  to  beat  to  the  north- 
ward, tacked  in-«hore,  and  visibly  approached.  Two 
or  three  men  now  came  close  to  me,  and  asked,  **  what 

ship  that  was,  and  whether  she  were  going  to  land 

people  here  ? " 

My  real  opinion  was,  that  it  might  probably  be  the 
Tory,  as  she  was  to  leave  for  Sydney  in  a  week  or 
two  after  my  departure,  4uid  was  to  land  at  Ngamatu 
the  Mokau  chiefs  whom  we  had  brought  from  thence 
in  the  Guide.  I  told  them  so  at  once  ;  and  the  de- 
claration produced  an  instant  effect.  They  all  knew 
the  name  of  the  ship,  which  had  spread  far  and  wide 
since  the  large  landnsales ;  and  some  of  them  murmured 
to  each  other,  that  this  was  ''  Wide-awake's  '*  ship, 
come  to  see  his  child  safe  round  the  coast.  In  ten 
minutes  the  blankets,  and  even  Ehinas  mat,  were  laid 
on  a  house  close  by ;  and  the  natives  begged  me  to 
think  that  this  restitution  had  been  made,  not  through 
fear  of  punishment,  but  on  account  of  the  influence  of 
the  commandment,  ^ua  koe  e  tahae,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
"  steal,"  which  they  had  lately  adopted.     I  did  not  tell 
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them  iaj  candid  opinhm  of  their  trutli  as  #elt  as  theit 
honesty,  but  quie^y  prepared  to  crosA  the  river  in  a 
canoe  and  journey  on.  All  my  boys,  however,  except 
three,  refused  to  proceed  any  further ;  alleging,  as  their 
reason,  that  the  womim's  husband  lived  at  JVaimatet 
and  that  there  the  people  were  much  wilder,  and  the 
aSaxT  might  end  there  in  murder  as  well  as  robbery.  I 
was  much  annoyed  at  not  being  able  to  prove  to  them 
how  little  I  expected  such  a  catastrophe ;  but  diey  were 
obstinate  in  thenr  fears,  and  the  three  who  agreed  to  go 
on  were  not  sufficient  to  carry  my  things  ;  so  I  reluc^ 
tantly  turned  back,  and  slept  at  Tih^e  that  night. 

On  the  next  day  I  ascended  the  Wenuakura  river 
ftbout  ten  miles  in  a  canoe.  Flocks  of  wild  ducks 
afforded  good  sport,  and  the  river  wound  between 
wooded  banks  of  moderate  height  and  occasional  low 
lands  brought  into  neat  cultivation.  Potatoes,  maize, 
kumenu,  water-melons,  and  gourds  and  pumpkins  of 
various  kinds,  were  in  profusion,  i  slept  under  a  shed, 
close  to  the  river,  in  a  pretty  grove  of  tr^es.  We  had 
feasted  on  pt^rots,  tuis,  pigeons,  and  ducks.  .  The  ketka^ 
or  large  russet  parrot,  is  of  excellent  flavour,  and  very 
abundant  in  many  places.  The  native  catch  many  of 
them  young,  and  keep  them  as  mokai,  or  pets,  with  a 
bone  ring  round  tl^r  leg,  fastened  by  a  string  to  an 
elastic  stick,  on  which  they  soon  learn  to  swingi  The 
numbers  of  them  on  the  Iwinks  of  this  river  havepro- 
bkbly  originated  its  name.  The  other  tribes  often 
'buy  paWots'  plumage  here,  to  bind  round  their  taiahoi 
■or  long  wooden  clubs.  ^^^^ 

In  the  morning  we  ascended  thed^^^Hil^a  the 
south  side,  through  a  low coppic9|«^^^^^^^^lttb 
vast  table  plain.    It  extends  i 
■hills  on  Uie  top  of  tlie  cliif  v 
land,  when  the  land  begina  U 
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•with  forest.  The  plain  is  generally  covered  with 
fern,  grass,  and  the  tutu  shrub.  ITiis  plant  somewhat 
resembles  the  elder  in  the  pith  of  its  stem,  and  bears 
bunehes  of  small  black  berries.  The  seeds  of  these  are 
poisonous ;  but  the  natives  make  a  sickly  beverage  by 
pressii^  the  berries,  and  carefully  straining  the  juice 
from  the  seed.  I  shall  have  to  recur  to  this  plant  in 
another  place  with  regard  to  its  eflFect  on  cattle.  The 
rivers  and  their  tributaries  appeared  to  flow  in  deep 
trenches,  hollowed  out  of  the  table-land,  and  fringed 
with  wood.  The  path  which  we  followed  led  princi* 
pally  through  fern,  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  feet  high: 
Where  it  was  only  two  or  three  feet  high,  it  wiis  often 
matted  over  the  path,  which  is  not  much  used;  so  that 
my  legs  and  feet  were  well  scratched  before  the  even- 
ing. I  had  tried  sandals  woven  for  me  by  natives  of 
^reen  flax,  but  found  that  they  hurt  my  feet,  and  had 
thus  learned  to  go  along  bare-footed. 

About  dusk,  we  passed  through  some  fertile  and 
pleasant  gardens  and  out-settlements  belonging  to 
Jf^aitotara,  in  which  the  people  were  harvesting  and 
gardening ;  and  soon  after  descended  into  the  valley  of 
that  river,  about  a  mile  above  the  fishing-weir.  Not- 
withstanding the  pain  ensuing  to  my  feet,  I  had  en^ 
joyed  this  walk  much  better  than  that  along  the  beach ; 
as  the  views  across  a  level  and  fertile  country  had 
afforded  much  variety  and  excitement. 

We  found  Te  IhupuJm  nearly  deserted ;  but  forty 
or  fifty  people  came  in  from  the  nearer  cultivations  to 
prayers  in  the  evening.  I  was  happy  to  find  that  th6 
malignant  teacher  was  away  at  a  distant  settlement. 
TTie  people  were,  in  consequence,  much  more  urbane  in 
their  treatment  of  me.  I  had  some  food  cooked  over- 
night for  my  boys,  who  were  all  nuhanere  ;  but  in  the 
morning  they  refused  to  travel  nt  all.     As  I  wi> 
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anxious  to  reach  Wangarmi  in  time,  if  pos^ble,  to  get 
h  passage  with  the  fleet  of  canoes,  and  as  the  weatheF, 
moreover,  which  had  continued  fine  during  the  whole 
of  this  excursion,  became  cloudy  and  threatening,  I  told 
them  that  I  knew  the  way  and  would  proceed  alone, 
and  they  might  follow  the  next  morning.  They  deter- 
mined, however,  to  accompany  me ;  and  we  pushed  along 
over  the  sandy  desert  to  the  sea-beach.  Here  we  found 
the  tide  up  to  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  and  called  a  halt. 

Prayers  were  read  by  one  of  the  party ;  and  I  then 
invited  them  to  make  a  meal  which  would  last  them 
to  JVanganui.     One  of  them  replied,  after  looking  at 
the  sun,  that  it  had  not  yet  begun  to  descend,  and  that 
they  might  not  eat  till  then.     I  could  not  believe  their 
statement,  that  the  White  missionaries  had  impressed 
this^  observance  upon  them,  as  sueh  an  idea  seemed  too 
absurd.      I   left  them,   however,   to  their  own  will. 
When  the  tide  had  ebbed  sufficiently,  we  travelled  on  ; 
but,  owing  to  a  halt  which  we  were  obliged  to  make 
for  a  meal  in  the  afternoon,  did  not  arrive  at  my  former 
encampment  on  the  north  bank  until  an  hour  after 
dark.     We  here  found  a  row  of  low  sheds,  built  since 
our  departure  by  some  fishing  party.     On  my  firing  a 
shot,  one  of  Turoa^  sons  came  over  in  a  canoe  from 
ff^ahipunay  with  a  basket  of  potatoes,  which  were  soon 
roasted  in  the  ashes.     He  related  the  various  news  of 
what  had  occurred  since  our  departure.     Among  other 
things,   the    great   fleet   had   started,   but    had   been 
obliged  to  put  into  ff^angaihu  by  foul  weather.  I  there- 
fore despatched  one  of  the  boys  immediately  to   tell 
to  tiiilHklhme. 

Turoa  came  over  with  his  large 
to  tb  and  many  other 

it  noon  E  Kuru 
le  west,  which 
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l^eduded  tbe  departure  of  the  fleet.  He  immediately 
odected  a  good-siaed  house  and  court-yard  for  our  joint 
reeddence.  Pigs  w^re  killed,  and  provisions  of  all  kinda 
collected.  The  boys  feasted  largely  during  the  ne^ 
day  ;  the  gale  continuing,  with  much  rain. 

On  the  next  day,  the  8th  of  April,  E  Kuru  proposed 
an  ffltcursion  up  the  river^  as  the  wind  was  still  un- 
abated. X  aesmted  with  pleasure.  A  lai^  convenient 
canoe  was  prqiared ;  the  pl»ce  of  honour  was  spread 
with  mats  for  the  chi^  and  myself,  and  a  strong  crew 
manned  the  paddles.  We  proceeded  about  twenty 
miles  up  the  river,  which  continued  perfectly  navigable 
for  coasting-craft  during  the  whole  of  that  distance. 
The  valley  resembled  that  of  the  ff^aitotara  on  a  largq 
scale.  The  slopes  up  to  the  table-land  were  further 
removed,  the  groves  of  trees  more  extensive  and  of 
larger  timber,  and  the  river  averaged  a  hundred  yards 
in  width.  About  twdve  miles  above  Putikiwaramd, 
however,  the  hills  close  in  and  the  river  winds  among 
scenery  as  majestic  as  that  of  the  highlands  of  the 
Hudson.  In  some  places,  hills  eight  hundred  or  a, 
thousand  feet  in  height,  clothed  with  every  variety 
of  forest  timber  or  fern,  with  beetling  crags  peepingi 
out  in  places,  slope  down  to  the  water's  edge.  Pic- 
turesque gardens  and  small  settlem^its  were  perched 
on  the  banks,  or  half-way  up  the  ascents ;  and  many 
canoes,,  laden  with  food  for  tbi 
gracefully  down  the  river.  As  i 
inga  were  addressed  to  the  chief  ^ 
and  often  a  basket  of  cooked 
was  handed  into  the  canoe, 
^^ved  as  we  increased  our  distance* 
at  length  no  wind  could  be  felt,  a 
drifting  alon^  was  the  oi 

gale  eontantu  r  at  a  oa 
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situate  at  tlie  feot  of  a  ste^  conical  hill,  and  em- 
bowered in  karaka-trees,  we  pulled  into  a  small  tribu^ 
taty  (rf^the  river,  which  gives  its  name,  Te-^ent-ara- 
paica,  to  the  pa.  On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  eree^, 
most  of  the  inhabitants  sat  or  lay  basking  in  the  sun 
on  a  raised  stage,  on  which  they  had  spread  their  mats. 
Muskets  were  fired,  and  loud  shouts  of  welcome  re> 
sounded  through  the  crowd.  We  were  handed  to  the 
paiaka,  or  stage,  and  abundance  of  food  was  set  before 
us.  A  large  house  was  prepared  for  our  accommodation 
for  the  night,  and  a  chief  named  E  Taua,  related  to 
E  Kuru,  killed  the  customary  pig. 

An  inferior  chief  named  Te  Kuiha,  or  "  tlie  old  wty- 
"  man,"  addressed  me  in  the  usual  strain  of  m^anera 
censure ;  but  I  aliswered  him  with  great  emphads  from 
the  stage,  and  being  in  a  good  humour  from  the  serene 
weather  and  delighfiil  journey,  soon  demolished  his  atn 
aurd  arguments,  and  made  friends  with  the  whole  au-- 
dience.  E  Kuru  sat  in  silence,  enjoying  the.  scene, 
and  now  and  then  encouraging  me  by  a  look,  as  much 
as  to  say  "  Go  along !  that 's  it ! "  or  by  a  word  where 
I  got  puzzled  to  «xpress  myself.  Among  other  absurd 
chiurges,  the  man  aoctffied  me  of  not  being  a  Christian 
because  I  smoked  tobacco,  which  he  maintained  to  be 
a  creed'  by  itself !  I  told  him  that  I  conudered  myself 
as  good  a  Christian  as  he,  but  that  still  I  would  invite 
all  the  audience  to  try  my  tobacco,  and  distributed  some 
.all  round.  My  o|)|ionent  coming,  after  a  little  hesita- 
;  also,  a  general  laugh  greeted  his 
During  the  next  day  we  stof^ied 
^  wind  still  continuing  to  drive  the 
\  we  enjoyed  calm,  warm  weather 
my  gun  to  shoot  pigeons  in  the 
the  top  of  the  highest  hill  in 
fras  repaid  by  no  view,  the 


994  .    ADVENTUBB  Iff  HWW  EBALANIX  Cur.  VUL 

topi  of  wooded  mountaiiu  confining  th»  si^itt  in  aH 
directions. 

In  dropping  down  th»  Btreatn  the  next  d&y.  I  sounded 
as  we  went,  and  found  at  least  six  feet  at  low-water  up 
to  a  slight  rapid  about  half  a  mUe  below  Te-kau-aro' 
pawa.  In  the  evening,  we  took  a  hasty  meal  at  /Wt- 
kiwaranui,  and  were  then  taken  by  Turoa  in  his 
caaoe  to  H^akipuna.  On  the  way  he  repeatedly  urged 
me  to  come  back  and  pay  for  "  my  place,"  as  he  called 
it.  The  moon  lighted  us  over  the  sand-hillsi  and  after 
two  hours'  sharp  walking  we  arrived  at  the  H^augaihu 
river.  One  of  the  hoys  carried  me  across  a  ford  about 
half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  on  his  shoulders,  with 
much  exertion,  from  the  uncertain  nature  of  the  sandy 
bed.  On  the  opposite  side  we  found  temporary  fences 
of  driftwood  and  reeds  built  round  the  bivouac  of 
each  separate  canoe's  crew.  I  was  soon  asleep  in  the 
tent,  in  a  corner  of  that  prepared  for  E  Kuru  and 
myself. 

The  sun  had  not  yet  risen  when  the  whole  en- 
campment was  astir.  The  canoes  crept  out  of  the 
narrow  outlet  of  the  river  almost  in  silence,  their 
crews  being  but  half  awake.  A  perfect  calm  prevailed, 
and  a  light  ripple  only  fell  on  the  beach.  We  had  all 
got  out  to  sea,  when  the  sun  rose  over  the  land  into 
an  unclouded  sky,  and  chattering  and  singing  soon 
began  to  accompany  the  lively  stroltg^  of  the  puddle 
as  the  natives  warmed  to  their  work.^|^  fleet  cou- 
sisted  of  thirty-three  good-sized  cnfl 
gether  about  300  natives  and  200  hoj 
that  the  hogs,  as  well  as  some  of  1 
presents  from  ff^angauui  natives  to  bJ 
chiefs.  One  fine  canoe  in  particular 
to  Rangi/droa,  ""  'i  uncle.  The  ca 
close  together  wind  trieu 
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rates  of  sailing.  Spmted  raees  sometimes  took  place 
between  two  or  more  canoes  for  half  a  mile.  We 
pulled  along  close  to  the  beach^  so  as  often  to  hold 
conversation  with  some  of  the  party  who  had  preferred 
walking. 

On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mangitikei^  we 
found  rather  high  breakers  on  the  sandnspits,  but  were 
directed  to  a  smooth  channel  by  a  man  on  shore^ 
who  waved  his  mat  in  the  direction  which  we  werQ 
to  take. 

We  stopped  at  a  fishing-village  about  two  miles  up 
the  north  bank  of  the  river,  where  the  sand-banks  oii 
either  side  were  replaced  by  extensive  swamps,  bearing 
a  high  growth  of  flax  and  reeds.  We  here  found 
about  fifty  of  the  Ngatiapa,  or  aboriginal  tribe,  who 
had  provided  large  stores  of  food  with  which  to  regale 
CMir  party. .  Encampments  were  soon  made  ashore } 
and  we  were  detained  for  four  days  by  rain  and  wind, 
and  for  two  days  more  by  the  determination  of  the 
natives  not  to  move  till  all  the  kai  was  exhausted. 
One  of  our  hosts  used  to  bring  to  my  tent  every, morn- 
ing a  dozen  of  delicious  eels,  grilled  on  a  cane  passed 
through  them  lengthways ;  and  of  vegetable  food  there 
was  profusion. 

After  the  fine  weather  returned,  I  had  repeatedly 
pressed  the  chiefs  to  travel  on ;  but  they  had  always 
at  their  fingers'  ends  excuses  for  stopping.  At  length, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  all  their  stories  about 
the  land-breeze  driving  them  out  to  sea,  or  the  sea- 
breeze  forcing  them  on  to  the  coast  inhabited  by  their 
enemies^  or  bad  dreams  of  the  old  men,  or  the  freshet 
of  the  river  making  the  exit  dangerous,  were  fairly 
exhausted,  and,  what  was  more  to  the  purpose,  the 
taka  kai,  or  'f  spread  of  food,"  was  also  drawing  to  a 
dose;   so  the  two  tribes  exchanged  complimentary 
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Bpeeches,  and  friencDy  wsr^ancee,  and  sham  figfatf^ 

and  we  etarted  on  the  18th  at  daybreak. 

At  the  cloie  of  a  beautiful  day  we  were  off  Otaki, 
A  well--muined  canoe  which  had  been  out  fishing  went 
in  to  the  beach  at  full  speed  on  our  approach.  Our 
party  seemed  quite  as  much  afraid  as  those  in  the  fugi- 
tive buk,  for  they  begged  me  to  cease  firing  at  some 
black-fish  which  were  following  in  our  wake,  lest  lie 
Ngatiraukawa  should  think  the  shots  meant  as  de- 
fiance, and  come  out  to  fight  us.  E  Kuru  had  also 
b^ged  me,  at  the  commencement  of  the  voyage,  not 
to  throw  potato-peel,  fish-boneB,  or  any  article  of  food 
averbcmrd,  as  the  sea  was  tapu,  or  sacred.  I  could  not 
learn  the  reason,  but  it  seemed  to  be  only  during  the 
period  of  our  passage. 

At  dusk  the  whole  fleet  crowded  together,  the  canoes 
touching  each  other,  in  order  to  say  prayers.  The  300 
voieee  rising  in  unison  from  the  undulating  raft  pro- 
duced a  solemn  effect.  A  calm  moonlight  night 
succeeded,  and  the  cano^  were  hauled  up  on  the  beach 
about  a  mUe  north  of  Wtakanaa.  I  got  into  a  canoe 
with  my  former  conductor,  E  Ao,  and  persuaded  him 
to  proceed  to  the  village  at  once,  as  a  very  heavy  dew 
was  falling.  The  main  body  encamped  at  a  distance, 
in  order  to  make  their  entry  by  daylight.  It  was  mid- 
night by  the  time  I  was  housed. 

In  the  morning  I  went  to  Arapawa  Hi,  the  ff^anga- 
wd  village,  and  found  the  .surrounding  potato-gardens 
covered  with  people,  all  in  their  best  cloU 
Wmkanae  natives  circulated    among  tlic 
their  newly-arrived  visitors,  many  of  thein, 
their  European  clothes  ;  and  those  who  hud 
dressed  in  new  blwikets  or  mats.     Theii 
were   ornamented  with    albatross    and  At* 
The  hogs  were  all  ]  '  Btened  wiU 


,  the  yvanga^ 
potato-gardens 
L'lotUjb-  The 
ic   (A^CB  of 
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to  Btakai.  Preeents  imd  greetingB  were  being  interr 
changed,  and  the  whole  place  had  the  appearance  of.  a 
lively  fair.  Some  of  the  whalers  &om  KapiH  had 
come  over  to  try  and  buy  pigs  ;  and  they  told  me  that 
some  boats  were  going  to  Port  Nicholson  Boon>  with 
piga  and  potatoes  for  Bale  to  the  settlers.  I  determined 
to  cross  ov^  and  get  a  passage  in  one  of  them.  S 
Kuru  presented  me  with  thirteen  pigs,  which  had 
formed  the  cargo  of  his  canoe,  and  told  me  that  his 
slares  should  proc«^  with  them  to  Port  Nicholson, 
I  left  him  at  ff^aikaaae  until  the  boats  should  be 
ready  to  start,  when  I  promised  to  send  for  him ;  and, 
bidding  adieu  to  my  {uincqtal  fellow-traTeUers,  I  crowed 
to  Hiko's  island.^ 

Here  I  found  that  Captun  Lewis,  the  American 
whaler  wh<mi  I  have  formerly  mentioned,  was  absent 
at  Mtmatoatu  collecting  provisions ;  but  that  he  and 
his  brother  would  proceed  with  two  boat-loads  imme- 
diately on  his  return.  I  was  entertained  hospitably  in 
his  house  during  my  stay  of  »  week.  I  constantly  saw 
Hiko  and  Rangihiroa,  and  once  or  twice  Rauperaka. 
They  seemed  rather  jealous  of  my  making  friends 
with  the  fVangHnm  natives  ;  but  were,  however,  very 
friendly  and  hospitable. 

Active  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  ^ 
prAaehing  whaling  season.  Everything,  indeed,  waa 
ready,  and  the  whales  alone  were  expected.  Ope  had 
__been  kiUed  on  the  19th  of  this  month ;  but  this  waa 
I  unusually  early ;  the  season  being  considered 
B  on  the  ^jof  May,  from  which  day  the  writteh 
■its  of  Jl^^^hties  commence,  and  there  beings 
$  84^^^^    north  side  of  the  Strait  until 

b 

asels  arrived  at  once  on 
1^  Point  at  the  north  end 
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of  Kt^iiti.  There  a  projecting  tongue  of  ftat  l&nd 
forms  an  anchorage  well  eheltered  from  all  winds  but 
southeast  Two  stations  were  established  on  the 
beach ;  and  two  of  the  vessels  were  schooners  from 
Sydney,  with  stores,  boats,  and  men  for  them.  A 
third  was  the  William  Wallace,  a  Sydney  whaling- 
barque  ;  and  the  fourth,  a  French  barque  from  Sydney, 
the  Justine  of  Bordeaux,  with  a  heterogeneous  cargo 
of  goods  and  passengers.  Among  the  latter  were — 
our  former  companion  Mr.  Wynen,  who  had  been  td 
New  South  Wales  since  I  last  saw  him ;  and  a  Mr. 
Scott,  who  told  me  that  he  had,  in  1831,  had  a  flax- 
trading  station  at  fVanganm ;  and  that,  at  that  time, 
the  entrance  over  the  bar  was  so  shallow  that  even  a 
whale-boat  could  not  get  in  at  low-water.  He  also 
said  that  he  had  traded  at  Port  Nicholson  when  the 
Ngc^mutunga  tribe,  who  have  since  removed  to  the 
Chatham  Islands,  were  residing  there. 

On  the  28th,  (?aptain  Lewis  having  arrived,  I  sent  for 
E  Kuru,  and  we  started  in  a  whale-boat  for  Port  Ni- 
cholson. Lewis's  brother  accompanied  us  in  another 
boat.  Both  boats  were  deep-laden  with  potatoes.  Our 
crews  consisted  chiefly  of  natives.  That  night,  after 
visiting  Mana,  we  slept  at  a  settlement  on  the  main- 
land opposite ;  where  a  chief  related  to  the  native 
girl  who  travelled  with  Lewis  did  the  honours  of  his 
village. 

On  Mana  I  saw  Rangihaeuta ;  w^Usaid  thiit  Pf^a- 
nganui  and  all   that  country    beli^^HNo  hir 
Rauporaka,  and  seemed  to    he  vu^^^Hhis  lest  tlu 
resident  natives  should  get  jiiiid  f"^^^^^ 
He  had  a  magnificent  ware  pitni  ia^ 
The  ridge-pole  of  the  roof  was 
from  the  group'^    »"d  the  front  o: 
covered  with  i  <^  carving. 
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the  eonieal  gable  a  grotesque  wooden  figure  was 
perched,  profusely  ornamented  with  feathers  and  a 
tuft  of  red  horse-hair,  with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth.  This, 
he  told  me,  laughing,  was  meant  to  represent  "  Wide- 
"  awake.*' 

The  next  day  we  reached  Pitane  beach,  having  been 
whisked  along  from  Cape  Terawiti  by  the  squalls  ojff 
the  high  land.  As  we  entered  the  heads  of  the  har- 
bour, we  saw  a  barque  come  out  full  sail,  and  stand 
away.to  the  south-east.  This  turned  out  to  be  the 
Cuba ;  in  which  Mr.  Hanson,  on  his  own  suggestion  to 
Colonel  Wakefield,  had  been  despatched  to  acquire 
land  in  the  Chatham  Islands  for  the  New  Zealand 
Land  Company. 
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CtlAPTER  IX. 

Houae  built  by  aatives — Manuka  wood-^tock  firoin  Australia — 
Hollies — Arrival  of  Captaiii  Hobsdn  at  the  Bay  of  Islands — - 
Council — Newspaper — Appointments — ^Harmony  interrupted  by 

.  a  stranger — -The  Rev.  Heniy  Williams — Proceedings  of  the 
Lieutenant-dovemor  at  the  fety  of  Islands — ^Bir.  Williams  sent 
to  extend  ttietii  to  Cook^s  Strait — ^Mr.  Williams's  selfish  yiews<^ 
Clergymen  arrive  from  England — Settlers  in  the  valley  of  Hie 
Hutt — Cheerfiil  progress — Politics—Contentment—Thoiadon-'-^ 
Dicky  Barrett— New  South  Wales  land-shark&— The  Surpiise 
schooner — ^Voyage  to  Wanganiei — JE  Kuru^a  joy — ArrfvaT-^ 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  Williams  and  Hadfield — Cession  of  sovereignty 
—Delusion— Gathering  of  tribes — Purchase  of  Wangantei-^ 
Conference— Authority  of  a  head  chief— Deed  signed— Dbtri- 
bution — Greediness — Scramble —Fears — ^Anger  of  JS  Kuru — 
Homai  no  hamaij  or  a  "  gift  for  a  gift  "—Freshet— Return  to 
Port  Nicholson, 

I  WAS  welcomed  by  Colonel  Wakefield  into  the  house 
which  I  had  seen  building  for  him  when  I  was  here 
before. '  It  was  very  neatly  constructed  of  wooden  up- 
rights, ridge-pole,  and  rafters,  all  bound  together  by 
flax-bands,  arid  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  leaves 
of  the  nikau  (a  kind  of  palm)  and  tufts  of  grass.  It 
afforded  a  good  shelter  from  the  rain,  but  allowed  the 
wind  to  circulate  with  perfect  freedom.  A  planked 
floor  and  partitions,  and  English-made  doors  and  win- 
dows, with  brick  chimneys,  gave  it  a  comfortable  ap- 
pearance. It  had  the  advantage  of  being  on  a  dry  bed 
of  shingle,  and  was  protected  from  the  weather  by  a 
wooden  railing  filled  in  with  bunches  of  the  manuka. 
This  is  a  shrub  very  abundant  in  some  parts.  The 
plant  resembles  the  tea-plant  in  leaves  and  flower,  and 
is  often  used  green  by  the  whalers  and  traders  for  the 
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same  purpose.  If  made  strong,  however,  the  beverage 
has  a  nauseous  bitter  taste  resembling  that  of  hore- 
houncL  It  sometimes  grows  into  large  trises,  and  the 
timber  is  then  hard  and  close-grained.  It  is  the  most 
valued  for  firewood  of  any  of  the  New  Zealand 
woods;  and  is  used  by  the  natives  for  clubs  and 
spears,  on  account  of  its  hard,  heavy,  and  tough  qua- 
lities. 

'  I  was  soon  informed  by  Colonel  Wakefield  of  the 
principal  events  which  had  happened  during  my  ab- 
sence. Several  vessels  had  arrived  from  Sydney,  Port 
Philip,  and  Hobart  Town,  with  a  stock  of  cattle  and 
sheep  for  the  young  colony.  A  few  of  the  owners  of 
these  flocks  and  herds  had  determined  to  take  up  their 
abode  here,  having  come  with  the  intention  oif  only 
-celling  and  going  away.  The  stock  had  been  placed 
on  the  fern-covered  land  at  the  south  end  of  the  har- 
bour. Among  the  importers  of  stock  was  Mr.  James 
Watt,  who  had  been  settled  at  Bathurst  in  New  South 
Wales.  He  brought  with  him  two  horses;  one  of 
.which  was  a  young  thorough-bred,  which  afterwards 
became  the  sire  of  many  New  Zealand-born  steeds. 

A  trading-vessel  from  the  Bay  of  Islands  had 
brought  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  Captain  Hobsoil 
there,  and  a  copy  of  his  proclamation  assuming  the 
office  of  Lieutenant-Governor,  under  the  Governor  of 
New  South  Wales,  "  in  and  over  any  territory  which 
"  was  or  might  be  acquired  in  sovereignty  by  her  Ma- 
"jesty,  her  heirs,  or  successors,  in  New  Zealand.'^ 
The  reports  as  to  his  further  or  proposed  proceedings 
were  so  vague  and  contradictory  that  they  are  not 
worth  recording. 

The  Council,  authorized  by  the  chiefs  of  the  district, 
had  met  weekly ;  and  had  proceeded  to  take  measures 
for  the  administration  of  the  provisional  government. 
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After  appointing  officers,  including  a  magistrate  and 
constables,  they  had  prepared  an  address  to  the  colo- 
nists, which  was  printed  in  the  first  number  of  a  news- 
paper on  the  18th  of  April,  together  with  the  ratifi- 
cation of  their  arrangements  by  the  chiefs.  The  address 
of  the  Council  simply  explained  its  duties  and  its  ear- 
liest acts. 

The  apparatus  of  the  newspaper  had  been  obtained 
by  subscription  among  the  principal  colonists,  and  the 
management  of  it  undertaken  by  Mr*  Samuel  Revans, 
who  arrived  in  the  Adelaide.  The  first  number  had 
been  published  in  London,  in  September  1839,  under 
the  title  of  the  *  New  Zealand  Gazette/ 

Various  appointments  under  the  Company  had  also 
been  made.  Captain  Chaflfers  was  harbour-master; 
*'Worser,"  pilot,  living  near  the  heads  with  a  whale^ 
Jboat  and  crew ;  Doddrey,  superintendent  of  works ;  and 
Barrett,  agent  for  natives  and  interpreter :  s^nd  store- 
keepers, a  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  infirmary,  and 
an  emigration  agent,  had  also  been  named. 

The  infant  government  had  worked  smoothly  enough* 
A  few  lawless  wanderers  from  other  parts  and  still 
fewer  quarrelsome  emigrants  had  been  cheeked  in  their 
disorderly  outbreaks  by  the  police.  The  utmost  cor- 
diality between  the  natives  and  the  Whites  had  con«- 
tinued  to  exist,  almost  without  a  blemish:  for  our 
docile  hosts,  if  offended  or  outraged  by  one  of  the  rude 
outcasts  from  society  against  whom  the  police  enact>- 
ments  were  most  especially  directed,  had  learned 
appreciate  the  distinction  existing  between  them 
the  respectable  portion  of  the  community.  They 
garded  with  admiration  the  peaeefulness  estab] 
by  our  habits  of  law  and  order,  and  displayed  an 
most  unhoped-for  degree  of  gi     '  in  yield 

their  assent  to  the  new  order  c 
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the  infliction  of  summary  punishment  as  vengeance  by 
the  offended  party,  according  to  their  former  customs. 
The  first  serious  interruption  to  the  working  of  the 
young  institution  had  been  caused  by  a  stranger.  A 
dispute  had  arisen  between  Captain  Pearson,  the  master 
of  the  barque  Integrity,  and  Mr.  Wade,  who  had  char- 
tered her  from  Hobart  Town.  The  charterer  had  applied 
for  the  interference  of  the  authorities,  and  the  captain 
had  been  arrested,  on  the  14th,  by  warrant  and  brought 
before  the  Police  Magistrate.  He  had  refused  to  re* 
cognize  the  court,  and  had  accordingly  been  committed. 
He  escaped,  however,  on  board  his  ship,  and  defied  our 
puny  constabulary  force,  which  had  as  yet  enforced 
the  law  rather  by  the  unanimous  support  of  the  body 
of  colonists  than  by  its  physical  or  numerical  strength. 
When  I  arrived,  he  was  still  on  board  his  ship,  and 
negotiations  were  pending  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  affair  might  be  arranged. 

On  the  19th,  the  Reverend  Henry  Williams  had  ar- 
rived from  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  the  Ariel  schooner. 
The  objects  of  his  mission  had  not  been  made  publicly 
known ;  but  they  transpired  in  the  course  of  his  com- 
munications with  Colonel  Wakefield  and  some  of  the 
other  colonists. 

The  Council  had  truly  observed  in  their  address, 
that  the  recent  proclamations  of  the  Governor  of  New 
South  Wales  and  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New 
Zealand  had  formally  disclaimed  the  existence  of  any 
t  of^vereignty  over  New  Zealand  in  the  English 
i  Mr.  Busby,  the  late  British  Resident 
,  had  often  b  '"kened  to  a  man-of- 
50  the  ne  »ly  in  politics  pre- 

ats  of  t  Islands  had  been 
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Hobson,  after  lUS  arrival  in  January,  had  been  to  ac- 
quire some  territory  over  which  he  might  extend  his 
dominion.  He  had  accordingly  assembled  Bome  two 
hundred  natives  living  at  or  near  the  Bay,  and  about 
(me  hundred  Europeans,  including  missionaries  and 
officers  of  his  suite;  and  had  proceeded  to  ask  the 
chiefs,  through  Mr.  Williams  as  interpreter,  to  give 
the  Queen  the  power  to  protect  and  restrain  them. 
And  a  document  had'  bee^  read  and  interpreted  to 
them;  which,  after  a  good  deal  of  hesitation  and 
<^position,  thirty  or  forty  chiefs  had  signed  on  the 
next  day.  We  understood  that  by  this  document  the 
chiefs  had  ceded  their  sovereignty  to  the  Queen  of 
England ;  but  we  remained  in  ignorance  of  any  of  its 
other  provisions. 

Now  it  just  oozed  out,  that  Mr.  Williams  was 
charged  to  procure  the  assent  of  the  chiefs  in  Cook's 
Strait  to  a  similar  cession  of  their  sovereignty,  in  order 
to  make  the  document  a  secure  foundation  on  which 
to  build  the  assumption  of  the  sovereignty  by  the 
English  Crown.  Although  Mr.  Williams's  negoti- 
ations with  the  chiefs  of  Port  Nicholson  for  this  pur- 
pose were  conducted  with  great  privacy  and  mystery, 
of  course  they  had  constantly  reported  the  proceeding 
to  Colonel  Wakefield ;  who  had  yet  been,  for  a  long 
time,  unable  to  discover  what  they  were  required  to 
sign. 

Another  negotiation,  however,  had  employed  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Williamtf% 
He  had  communicated  to  Colonel  Wakefield  1 
in  the  name  of  Richard  Davis,  the  native  1 
about  sixty  acres  of  land  in  the  best  part  of  1 
where  the  town  was  about  to  be  built.     On 
tion  and  inquiry,  Coloi  "  >ld  found 

to  be  totdly  without  fi  isequei 


oyea  a  con- 
iamtf^Jime.- 
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course  of  a  long  and  full  conversation,  Mr.  William^ 
had  very  candidly  explained  himself.  He  had  told 
Colonel  Wakefield  that  he  had  a  large  fiimily,  and  was 
naturally  desirous  of  providing  for  them.  He  very 
plainly  intimated  that  he  wished  to  have  some  share 
in  the  profits  likely  to  accrue  from  the  growth  of  the 
infant  colony,  and  so  completely  confessed  his  selfish 
views,  that  Colonel  Wakefield,  anxious  to  secure  the 
friendship,  or  at  any  rate  to  ward  off  the  enmity  of  so 
influential  a  person,  at  once  offered  to  reserve  for  him 
two  acres  having  frontage  on  the  beach  of  the  harbour, 
one  in  his  own  name,  and  one  in  that  of  Davis,  on 
condition  of  his  abandoning  his  original  claim.  The 
proposition  had  been  at  once  acceded  to. 

Mr.  Williams  had  been  so  earnestly  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  more  personally  advantageous  ob- 
ject, that  the  natives  had  shrewdly  perceived  that  some 
dispute  was  going  on  as  to  land  between  him  and 
Colonel  Wakefield,  and  were  reluctant,  while  it  ap- 
peared to  last,  to  listen  to  any  of  the  Government 
envoy's  proposals.  But,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  affair 
had  been  amicably  arranged,  they  went  on  board  in  a 
body,  got  a  blanket  each,  and  signed  the  paper  presented 
to  them.  Mr.  Williams,  having  thus  accomplished 
both  his  objects,  proceeded  to  visit  the  other  chiefs  of 
Cook's  Strait  He  sailed  the  same  day  that  I  arrived 
from  Kapiti. 

On  the  aiat,  another  ship,  the  Bolton,  had  arrived 
from  England ;  bearing,  among  other  passengers,  the 
BeveLr  •  J.  F.  Churtc  -^o  had  been  appointed 
r  in  connexion  with 
■nd  J.  G.  Butler, 
■ed  Church.  The 
their  families  had 
1  members  of  the 
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Church  of  England.  Previous  to  this  time,  the  reli- 
gious duties  had  been  performed  by  the  Reverend  John 
Macfarlane,  a  minister  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  who 
had  accompanied  the  colonists  from  the  Clyde  in  the 
Bengal  Merchant.  And  although  all  classes  of  Pro- 
testants had  united  to  perform  Divine  worship  under 
his  guidance,  and  had  expressed  their  gratitude  for  his 
unwearied  exertions  in  executing  the  various  duties 
required  of  him,  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Churton  and 
Butler  was  a  great  comfort  to  all  parties.  Mr.  Chur- 
ton had  established  himself  at  Thorndon,  where  the 
passengers  of  the  Adelaide  and  Bolton,  and  several  of 
those  persons  who  had  originally  dwelt  at  Pitone  or 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hutt,  served  to  form  a  numerous 
congregation  on  the  site  of  the  future  town.  Mr. 
Butler  had  come  to  reside  at  Pitone,  close  to  Colonel 
Wakefield's  house.  This  gentleman  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  mission  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  in 
former  years;  and  thus  held  a  commission  of  the 
peace  from  a  former  Governor  of  New  South  Wales. 
The  Company,  thinking  that  this  might  prove  of  use 
in  the  enforcement  of  our  young  laws,  had  been  eager 
to  secure  his  services.  Although  his  piece  of  parch- 
ment from  an  ex-Governor  had  been  of  no  great 
weight,  Mr.  Butler  s  accession  to  our  society  soon  be- 
came a  very  valuable  acquisition,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  ministerial  functions  which  he  exercised  at  Pt- 
tone,  but  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the  customs 
and  language  of  the  natives,  and  his  praiseworthy  will- 
ingness to  employ  it  so  as  to  win  their  best  affections. 
The  Butler  family  became  quite  revered  by  the  Pitone 
natives. 

On  visiting  my  friends  up  the  Hutt,  I  found  the 
same  cheerfulness,  activity,  and  sanguine  hope  of  suc- 
cess prevailing.     Nice  gardens  were  well  cleared,  r 
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fenced  and  cultivated,  and  fresh  with  young  vegetables 
and  plants  ;  every  one  was  loud  in  praise  of  the  fertile 
soil.  Boats  and  barges  were  being  built;  and  the 
little  children  were  learning  to  paddle  a  light  canoe  in 
the  river.  Sawyers  were  located  among  the  abundant 
timber ;  the  sounds  of  the  axe  and  saw  as  they  cut  the 
noble  pine-trees  into  useful  proportions,  and  of  the 
hammer  nailing  some  useful  building,  rang  through 
the  air ;  and  a  general  appearance  of  progress  and  satis- 
faction pervaded  the  place. 

The  colonists  had  but  few  ideas  about  their  political 
state.  Many  of  them  were  so  busy  about  the  various 
details  and  arrangements  of  their  locations,  as  to  be 
positively  ignorant  of  what  had  gone  on  upon  the  beach 
for  some  days,  and  would  ask  the  gossip  from  a  loung- 
ing idler  like  myself  while  they  proceeded  merrily  with 
their  work.  Then  they  would  enlist  my  labour  for  a 
time,  if  useful;  and  thus  I  often  found  myself  engaged 
in  many  a  little  task  of  which  I  had  never  before 
known  the  necessity.  They  were  all  delighted  to  hear 
that  we  were  likely  soon  to  have  the  protection  of  our 
own  British  Government;  and  spoke  with  eagerness 
of  the  speedy  arrival  of  Governor  Hobson  among  them. 
In  the  meanwhile,  however  desirous  of  being  once 
more  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  they  felt  con- 
tented with  the  creditable  way  in  which  the  experi- 
ment of  a  provisional  government  had  been  supported 
by  the  excellent  deportment  of  the  great  body  of  peo- 
ple, and  were  justly  proud  of  being  able  to  resign  a 
jful  and  orderly  community  into  the  guardianship 
laws  which,  m  slight  a  restraint,  they 

jceased  to  resi  obey.     The  continu- 

^greeable  =^  with   the   natives, 

Tiiabilit  ty  for  great  things 

by  al  Suted  in  no  small 
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degree  to  tibie  universal  oontentment.  And  the  genial 
climate  and  almost  incredible  fertility  of  the  virgin 
soil  left  no  doubt  in  their  minds  as  to  the  eligibility  of 
the  country  in  which  they  were  so  happily  circum- 
stanced. 

E  KurUf  who  accompanied  me  on  these  excursions^ 
could  not  re&ain  from  expressing  his  unfeigned  plea- 
sure at  the  sights  and  would  tell  me,  with  tears  starting 
from  his  eyes,  that  he  hoped  the  same  would  soon  be 
at  Wanganui. 

At  Thomdon,  the  bustle  of  settlement  was  also 
apparent.  Numerous  houses  had  been  built  by  the 
natives,  and  occupied  by  some  of  the  colonists.  Some 
few  wooden  houses  brought  from  England  were  also 
i^  process  of  erection.  Dicky  Barrett  had  returned 
from  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  in  the  Cuba,  with  his 
whole  establishm^it  and  property,  and  had  installed 
himself  in  a  clay- walled  house  at  Thorndon,  in  exactly 
the  same  manner  as  at  Te-awa-iti.  The  house  was 
always  half  full  of  hungry  natives,  and  idle  White 
men  who  had  wandered  from  the  whaling-stations, 
and  the  large  iron  pots  and  spacious  table  constantly 
extended  his  too  undistinguishing  hospitality  to  all  ap- 
plicants. He  was  quite  proud  of  the  change  which  he 
had  aided  to  produce  in  the  appearance  of  the  place  and 
the  prospects  of  his  friends  the  natives,  and  used  to 
spend  his  time  in  watching  the  proceedings  of  the  new- 
comers; sometimes  mystifying  a  whole  audience  of 
gaping  immigrants  by  a  high-flown  relation  of  a  whaling 
adventure,  or  of  some  part  of  his  Maori  campaigns. 
Kind-hearted  to  a  fault,  always  good-humoured  and 
sanguine,  and  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  trans- 
actions, Richard  Barrett  was  eagerly  sought  as  an 
acquaintance  by  all  who  were  capable  of  esteeming  his 
sterling  worth. 
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It  was  about  this  time  that  we  heard,  by  the  arrival 
of  «ome  vessel  from  Sydney,  of  the  agitation  produced 
among  the  peojde  in  that  place  who  had  bought  land 
in  this  country,  with  respect  to  the  likelihood  of  tiieir 
claims  being  allowed.  A  land  commission,  to  in^ 
quire  into  all  such  claims,  was  talked  of  by  the  Go^- 
vernor  of  New  South  Wales,  and  the  fears  of  the 
Australian  land-sharks  had  been  excited  by  the  rumour. 
Mr.  Wentworth,  who  was  said  to  claim  very  large 
tracts  in  the  Middle  Island,  had  taken  a  leading  part 
m  an  association  formed  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 
ing over  their  interests. 

On  the  6\h  of  May,  Captain  Pearson  left  the  har* 
bour  with  his  ship.  AH  attempts  to  procure  an 
amicable  arrangement  of  the  dispute  had  failed ;  and 
he  had  gone  away  vowing  vengeance  on  the  "  demo- 
^^  (arats,"  as  he  called  us,  for  attempting  to  preserve  justice 
and  order.  A  proposition  made  to  enforce  the  autho<- 
rity  of  the  Police  Magistrate,  by  bringing  Pearson  out 
of  his  ship,  had  been  finally  abandoned;  it  being 
thought  better  to  let  the  a^Gsiir  drop  quietly  than  to 
bring  more  irritation  and  annoyance  upon  the  settle- 
ment by  maintainmg  a  principle  against  a  man  who 
seemed  determined  to  irritate  and  annoy  the  community 
on  account  of  the  very  arrangements  which  it  had 
made  to  insure  public  tranquillity. 

On  the  14th,  I  started  in  a  schooner  of  thirty  tons 
for  ff^anganui.     She  belonged  to  a  man  named  Mac- 
gregor,  who  had  been  living  by  sealing  and   other 
pursuits  for    some    yean^    in  the  neighbouAood  of 
Foveaux's  Straits.     With  the  assistance  i 
men,  he  had  built  this  boat ;  and,  having 
some  natives  connected  with  TVansr* 
up  in  search  of  that  place  in  ds 
ci^tain  payment  for  their  pasai 


280  ADVENTURE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.  Chap.  IX. 

which  he  meant  to  sell  to  the  whalingnships  on  the 
coast  to  the  southward.  To  escape  some  rough 
weather,  he  had  run  in  here  one  night,  seeing  an  ap- 
pearance of  shelter,  and  had  been  highly  astonished  in 
the  morning  to  find  himself  in  the  midst  of  an  active 
European  settlement  of  more  than  a  thousand  persons, 
where  he  had  thought  to  find  an  uninhabited  country, 
or  at  any  rate  only  natives.  He  had  consequently 
named  his  vessel  the  Surprise. 

Colonel  Wakefield  chartered  the  craft  by  the  month, 
and  caused  to  be  put  on  board  a  large  quantity  of 
goods,  approved  by  E  Kwruy  and  considered  by  him 
sufficient  for  the  purchase  of  the  Wanganui  district. 
He  then  requested  me  to  proceed  to  Wanganui  in  the 
vessel,  and  act  as  agent  for  the  Company  in  procuring 
the  confirmation  of  the  resident  chiefs  to  the  deed 
executed  by  E  KurUy  his  father,  and  another  chief,  at 
Xapt^t,  in  November  1839.  I  readily  acceded,  feeling 
much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  assist  in  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, as  the  first  step  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  my  friend  E  Kuru^  dearest  hope.  The  third  chief, 
Te  Kiri  jKoramw,  was  also  at  Port  Nicholson,  and  had 
already  entered  into  some  negotiations  with  Mac- 
gregor ;  and  I  soon  found  that  some  jealousy  existed 
as  to  which  chief  should  have  the  honour  of  taking 
the  first  vessel  into  the  Wanganui  river.  These 
scruples  were  easily  adjusted,  as  I  said  both  should  go, 
and  I  would  claim  the  envied  distinction.  Several 
other  natives  of  fVanganui  were  allowed  a  passage  on 
board,  and  Captain  Chaffers  was  instructed  to  accom- 
pany me  in  order  to  make  a  survey  of  the  entrance  and 
bar  of  the  river. 

Our  craft  was  no  crack  sailer,  but  she  was  safely 
and  strongly  built,  round  as  a  Dutch  dogger,  under- 
rigged,  and  as  comfortable  below  as  could  be  expected 
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for  her  size.  After  weathering  Cape  Terawiti,  we 
were  detained  between  Mana  and  Kaplti  for  some 
days  by  foul  winds ;  and  again,  after  anchoring  under 
Rauperaha^  island,  in  a  strong  south-east  gale  and 
pitch-dark  night,  when  I  alarmed  the  master  by  in- 
sisting on  piloting  him  in  to  the  anchorage,  instead  of 
heaving-to  till  daylight.  Captain  Chaffers  had  been 
seized  with  illness,  and  was  obliged  to  keep  his  cabin, 
or  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  set  myself  up  as 
pilot  for  any  place  known  to  him.  I  sent  a  boat 
on  shore  at  Tf^aikanae  to  try  and  get  Rangi  TVa- 
karurua  to  accompany  us ;  but  he  at  length  told  us 
from  the  beach,  close  to  which  we  were  under  sail, 
that  he  should  not  go,  but  his  son  would  represent 
him. 

On  the  19th,  we  at  length  entered  the  river,  passing 
through  heavy  breakers  on  the  bar  caused  by  two 
days'  continued  westerly  gale.  The  soundings  on  the 
bar  were  twelve  feet  at  nearly  high- water.  Whilst 
in  the  most  dangerous  part  of  the  entrance,  E  Kuru^ 
who  was  perched  on  the  top  of  the  foremast  to  pilot 
us  in,  could  not  restrain  his  exultation  at  bringing  a 
vessel  into  his  river.  He  let  go  his  hold,  balanced 
himself  on  the  cross-trees  on  his  feet  only  while  the 
vessel  lifted  and  drove  on  the  high  rollers,  and  shouted 
out  an  impromptu  spng  in  celebration  of  the  event, 
flourishing  his  hands  and  arms  with  the  usual  quiver- 
ing motion.  When  he  had  brought  his  *'  lo  triumphe" 
to  the  concluding  yell,  we  were  sailing  up  the  river  in 
smooth  water. 

We  saw  but  few  natives  at  the  villages  near  the 
sea ;  and  E  Kuru  started  off  up  the  river  in  order  to 
gather  them  to  the  sale,  telling  me  that  he  should  be 
several  days  away.  We  had  anchored  about  a  mile 
above  PtUikiwaranui,  opposite  the  mouth  of  a  creek 
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called  Purua,  where  Tttroa  had  lately  built  a  few  huts 
and  establmbed  himself.  The  river  was  very  deep 
here,  our  anchor  being  down  in  seven  fathoms  not 
twenty  yards  from  the  shore. 

While  I  was  waiting  for  the  return  of  E  Kttru  and 
the  gathering  of  the  clans,  Messrs.  Williams  and  Had- 
field  arrived  by  land.  They  held  no  commuDication 
with  me ;  but  I  heard  from  the  natives,  and  also  Irom 
Macgregor,  the  skipper,  who  called  upon  them  in  their 
tent,  what  had  been  t^eir  proceedings.  Turoa  and 
TV  AnoHta,  with  several  other  of  the  chiefs  who  had 
held  communication  with  them,  told  me  that  Mr. 
Williams  had  asked  them  to  sign  a  paper,  and  pro- 
mised them  a  present  of  a  blanket  from  the  Queen. 
They  had  answered  at  first  by  requesting  him  to  show 
the  paper  to  the  other  White  people  then  on  the  spot, 
in  order  that  the  transaction  should  be  a  public  one ; 
which  he  had  refused  to  do.  He  then  asked  them 
who  the  White  people  in  the  ship  were ;  and  upon 
their  informing  him,  he  had  urged  them  not  to  sell 
their  land,  saying  that  "  all  the  goods  in  the  vessel 
"  were  light,  and  might  be  lifted  with  the  hand,  but 
"that  the  tme-ane,  or  '  land,'  could  not."  They  took 
care  to  assure  me,  however,  that  this  hangareka  or 
"joke"  of  Williams,  as  they  termed  it,  had  not  shaken 
their  resolution  of  abiding  by  their  bargain. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  after  Mr.  WUliams's  arrival, 
they  came  on  board,  and  told  me  that  Turoa  and  Te 
Ana-ua  had  received  a  blanket  each  on  signing,  and 
that  Williams  had  departed  to  the  southw 
not  ascertain  whether  any  other  chiefs  j 
not.  I  gathered  from  Macgregor  that  { 
one  ceding  the  sovereignty  to  the  Queen  > 
to  which  the  adhesion  of  the  Port  t 
had  been  obtained ;  and  was  rather  surpi 


on  signing,  and 
h^^  I  could    i 
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Williams  had  not  taken  pains  to  acquire  the  assent  of 
more  of  the  chiefs,  or  of  any  of  those  towards  PcUea  and 
the  country  to  the  north. 

•  On  inquiring  of  Turoa  whether  he  understood  what 
he  had  signed,  he  repeated  to  me,  that  my  Queen  had 
sent  him  a  blanket,  and  that  he  had  been  told  to  make 
a  mark  in  order  to  show  that  he  had  got  it.  When 
I  explained  to  him  that  my  Queen  had  become  his  also, 
and  that  she  and  her  Governor  were  now  i^hiefs  over 
him  as  well  as  over  me,  he  became  very  agitated,  and 
repeatedly  spoke  of  following  Williams  in  order  to 
return  the  blanket  and  upbraid  him  for  the  deception. 
He  finally  determined,  however,  that  he  must  have  got 
to  fFangaihu  by  that  time,  and  that  he  could  not  catch 
him.  "  But,"  said  he,  "  a  blanket  is  no  payment  for 
'*  my  name.     I  am  still  a  chief." 

Macgregor,  who  had  taken  a  great  fancy  to  TVan" 
ganuiy  and  was  pressed  by  the  natives  to  build  a  house 
there  and  trade  with  them,  told  me  that  he  had  stated 
his  intention  to  do  so  to  Mr.  Williams ;  asking  him 
whether,  supposing  his  claim  to  turn  out  the  best,  he 
would  not  eject  him  from  his  location.  Mr.  Williams 
had  answered,  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  his 
settling,  and  that  he  would  answer  for  his  not  being 
harshly  treated  l^  hin^  when  he  should  take  posses- 
sion of  his  claim.  Macgregor  then  asked  me ;  and  I 
gave  him  the  same  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

About  a  week  after  E  Kuru^s  departure,  large  bodies 

ves  began  to  arrive  in  canoes  down  the  river.   As 

the  low  point  above  and  came  in  sight 

would  often  fire   guns,  which  were 

"  u.     On  the  ninth  day,  some  men 

\)ld  me  of  the  near  approach  of 

or  "  host,"  from  the  TVahir 
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pari,  or  "  Place  of  Cliffs."  Soon  after  this  announce- 
ment, twenty  or  thirty  crowded  canoes,  closely  touching 
each  other,  glided  in  silence  round  the  point ;  and  as 
they  came  full  in  sight,  discharged  their  fire-arms  in  a 
grand  volley,  which  was  answered  from  the  schooner 
and  the  shore.  They  continued  to  advance  in  this 
formal  manner  until  near  the  vessel,  when  JE  Kurus 
canoe  came  alongside,  and  the  others  pulled  to  the  north 
bank,  where  they  soon  formed  a  temporary  encamp- 
ment on  the  fern-covered  level.  There  were  now  about 
seven  hundred  natives  assembled  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood ;  and  JE  Kuru  told  me  that  all  were 
here  who  could  possibly  be  collected,  and  that  we 
might  proceed  to  business. 

After  several  discussions  at  the  different  villages 
and  on  board  the  schooner,  at  which  I  explained, 
through  the  interpreter,  the  whole  force  and  meaning 
of  the  transaction  which  was  about  to  be  made,  I  in- 
vited E  Kuru  to  assemble  them  all  at  one  place.  This 
was  done  at  the  fishing-village  at  which  I  had  for- 
merly seen  the  people  from  ff^ahipari  On  a  bright 
sunny  day,  I  landed  there  from  the  schooner,  and 
found  a  truly  imposing  audience  assembled.  In  a 
small  court-yard  of  the  village  all  the  superior  chiefs, 
to  the  number  of  20  or  30,  were  sitting  on  the  ground 
dressed  in  their  best  mats  and  feathers,  with  all  their 
green-stone  clubs  and  taiaha  shown  off  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. The  roofs  of  the  adjoining  huts,  the  fences, 
the  fish-racks,  were  bending  under  the  weight  of 
crowds  of  inferior  natives,  who  sought  for  a  peep  at 
the  conference.  The  rest  of  the  assembled  hundreds 
were  contented  to  sit  or  stand  so  as  to  hear  the  ex- 
pected speeches.  Among  the  assembly  were  some  of 
the  wildest  natives  I  had  yet  seen.  Most  of  them  were 
stout  and  muscular,  more  than  half  of  them  nearly 
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naked,  and  plentifully  bedaubed  with  red  paint  and 
charcoal ;  all  constantly  carried  some  weapon,  as  though 
by  instinct  and  the  habit  of  danger. 

Captain  Chaffers,  John  Brooks  the  interpreter, 
Macgregor,  and  some  of  his  crew,  accompanied  me  to 
a  porera  which  had  been  spread  in  a  place  kept  clear 
for  me. 

Perfect  silence  reigned  throughout  the  multitude 
while  speeches  were  made;  and  every  word  must 
have  been  heard  by  every  member  of  the  assembly.  I 
b^an  by  asking  the  chiefs  if  they  had  finally  made  up 
their  minds  to  complete  the  sale.  Five  or  six  of  them 
immediately  answered,  that  they  had  had  many  moons 
(months)  to  do  that  in,  and  that  all  that  they  wanted 
was  for  me  to  bring  the  paper  that  they  might  sign, 
and  the  goods  that  they  might  carry  them  away. 
Several  chiefs  then  rose  in  succession,  and  fully  de- 
scribed the  country  sold,  tracing  all  the  rivers  up  to 
Tonga  Riro,  and  saying  tou  kainga!  **thy  place," 
after  the  name  of  each. 

Rangi  Tauwira,  the  old  chief  nearly  bent  double 
with  age,  arrogated,  without  exciting  a  murmur  of 
dissent,  the  right  to  be  called  the  take  or  "  root"  of 
the  tribes.  "  I  am  so  old,"  said  he,  "  that  you  can  all 
"  remember  from  tradition  better  than  I  can  tell  you, 
"  whether  this  is  not  true.  This  is  my  White  man ; — 
**  the  land  is  for  him  !" 

E  Kuru  still  remained  by  me,  explaining  the  full 
meaning  of  the  expressions  used.  He  did  not  speak  in 
public ;  indeed,  this  seemed  reserved  entirely  for  the 
kau  matua,  or  **  elders  "of  the  tribes.  For  when,  in 
answer  to  my  request  that  any  native  objecting  to  the 
sale  would  now  speak,  an  inferior  and  middle-aged 
chief  named  Maketu  rose  to  do  so,  a  curious  scene  took 
place,  which  illustrated  in  a  forcible  manner  the  au- 
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thority  of  the  high  chiefs  over  the  lower  ones  as  to 
land  as  well  as  everything  else. 

MaJeetu,  who  was  in  the  inner  court-yard,  shortly 
explained,  that  he  should  keep  his  land  for  another 
White  man,  whose  acquaintance  he  had  made  in  Port 
Nicholson  when  he  went  there  with  the  fleet,  and 
who  had  promised  to  marry  his  daughter  and  trade 
with  him.  He  did  not  rise  to  say  this,  but  spoke  from 
a  reclining  posture,  and  in  a  conversational  tone,  as 
though  "  unaccustomed  to  public  speaking.*' 

Turaa  leaped  in  a  moment  from  his  seat,  and,  shaking 
his  mats  back  so  as  to  free  his  right  hand,  in  which 
the  men  ponamu  gleamed,  ran  furiously  up  and  down 
while  he  insisted  on  a  retractation  of  diis  refusal. 
*•  E  Makiy'  said  he,  *^  the  land  is  yours ;  but  I  am 
"  your  ariki  (or  superior  chief),**  and  he  leaped  into 
the  air  at  the  end  of  his  run.  "  There  is  my  White 
•*  man  ;  for  him  is  all  the  land — you  must  sell  yours 
"  too  to  him."  And  he  lay  down  again,  and  wrapped 
his  mats  round  his  chin. 

I  told  Maketu,  through  the  interpreter,  that  I  did 
not  wish  to  buy  his  land  against  his  will,  but  that  we 
would  have  that  which  belonged  to  him  marked  out, 
that  he  might  sell  it  to  others.  I  was  asking  whether 
any  more  wished  to  do  the  same,  and  explaining  that 
they  must  not  touch  any  of  the  payment,  when  Maketu 
interrupted  Brooks  by  saying,  still  sitting,  "  It  is 
enough ;  the  old  man  has  beaten  my  head  with  his 
meriy  and  I  am  ashamed ;  my  land  is  for  his  White 


man. ' 


Though  I  had  not  shown  the  natives  the  goods  in- 
tended as  payment,  I  had  repeatedly  read  to  them  the 
list ;  and  on  this  occasion  the  head  chiefs  shortly  an- 
swered to  my  inquiries  whether  they  were  satisfied 
with  the  quantity, — "  E  Kuru  has  seen  them, — it  w 
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"  good  I"  It  was  t^en  sgrasd  that  the  chiefs  should 
come  on  board  the  echooner  and  sign  the  deed,  and 
that  Beveral  large  canoes  should  be  brought  alongside 
under  the  direction  of  E  Kuru,  to  receive  the  goods, 
and  land  them  at  the  spot  where  this  concluding  con- 
ference had  taken  place.  It  was  also  agreed  that  this 
chief  should  distribute  the  goods,  as  I  hoped,  from  his 
great  influence  and  connexion  with  all  the  different 
branches  of  the  ffanganui  tribes  then  assembled,  that 
he  might  accomplish  this  in  peace.  The  general  as- 
sent to  this  arrangement  seemed  to  confirm  my  view. 

Twenty-seven  head  chiefs  signed  the  deed  on  the 
deck  of  the  schooner,  after  it  had  been  read  and  inter- 
preted, with  full  explanations,  to  them,  and  to  a  large 
audience  which  surrounded  us,  either  floating  about  in 
numerous  canoes  or  clustered  on  the  bank  at  Purua. 
The  goods  were  then  handed  into  the  canoes  by  men 
appointed  by  E  Kuru.  No  attempt  at  pUfering  took 
place ;  and  all  the  things  were  carried  in  order  and 
quiet  to  the  shore.  The  spectators  proceeded  gradually 
to  the  scene  of  distribution ;  and  when  I  landed,  some 
time  after  the  last  canoe  had  gone  away,  with  all  the 
White  men  except  one  to  keep  the  vessel,  the  distribution 
was  going  on. 

On  an  extensive  level  at  the  back  of  the  little  village, 
a  piece  of  land  a  hundred  yards  long  and  twenty  broad 
had  been  cleared  of  the  fern.  About  twenty-four 
heaps  of  goods  were  ranged  along  this  space ;  and  B 
Kuru,  with  his  elder  brother,  a  chief  of  no  great  note, 
were  adding  gradually  to  eiich  heap,  and  explaining 
their  proceedings  in  a  loud  voim.  We  took  our  seats 
on  the  roof  of  11  liiit,  IVoiii  whenc^ye  could  survey  the 
ling.  Jl|^  differetMiflkfi  ^vere  gathered 

^_ 'ovf  of  heaps, 

each  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Bkwatched  the 
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process  with  the  most  eager  anxiety.  Now  and  then 
a  little  knot  might  be  seen  encroaching  on  the  space, 
and  creeping,  without  rising,  nearer  to  some  tempting 
heap.  Then  a  chief  of  another  tribe  would  rise,  and, 
although  scarcely  able  to  restrain  his  own  followers  or 
perhaps  himself  from  imitating  their  example,  would 
rebuke  them  for  their  dishonest  intentions.  Then  E 
Kara  would  flourish  his  bright  tomahawk  high  in  the 
air,  and  fly  along  each  side  of  the  line  of  goods,  anger 
and  menace  in  every  gesture,  and  determination  in  his 
features;  and  the  boldest  retired  to  their  former 
stations.  But  while  he  was  busy  unpacking  a  bale,  or 
making  his  calculations  as  to  the  fairest  way  of  sharing 
out  the  contents,  the  almost  invisible  encroachments 
and  the  loud  rebukes  became  more  frequent  and  darings 
the  ofienders  became  less  willing  to  hear  reason,  and 
the  others  more  prone  to  share  in  the  offence.  At 
length  neither  E  Kuru's  eloquent  appeals  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  chiefs,  nor  his  terrific  threats  against  the 
multitude,  could  produce  their  intended  effect :  little 
children  were  first  sent  to  pilfer  a  pipe  or  a  looking- 
glass,  and  though  they  were  seen  no  one  would  touch 
them  ;  then  the  parents,  watching,  rebuking,  envying, 
and  seeking  to  overreach  each  other,  were  closing  in 
on  all  sides.     A  crisis  was  evidently  at  hand. 

E  Kuru  threw  down  what  he  had  in  his  hand,  and 
walked  slowly  and  moodily  to  a  seat  by  my  side.  This 
seemed  to  create  a  pause  for  a  few  minutes,  iis  tbouj 
the  covetous  crowds  were  uncertain  of  his  Jntfntioi 
"  Go  on  board  ship,"  said  he  to  me,  "  with  all  y 
"  White  men.  I  cannot  get  them  to  do  it  quiel 
"  and  we  shall  come  to  a  6ght  You  might  get  hi 
"  if  you  remained ;  and,  moreo'        '  'lamed 

"  you  should  see  us  fight  madi) 
"  I  have  engaged  to  do  my  be 


:hi8 
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"  quietly.  But  such  is  their  custom,  and  they  will 
"  have  a  scramble.  Go  !"  I  immediately  acceded  to 
his  request  We  had  hardly  got  on  board  ship  before 
we  saw  and  heard  a  truly  wild  scene.  We  were  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  spot,  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river. 

Seven  hundred  naked  savages  were  twisted  and 
entangled  in  one  mass,  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  over  the 
line  of  goods ;  and  their  cries  of  encouragement,  anger, 
disappointment,  vengeance,  pain,  or  triumph,  were 
blended  in  one  ferocious  growl.  With  a  telescope 
could  be  distinguished  brandished  weapons,  clenched 
lists,  torn  blankets,  uplifted  boxes,  and  occasionally  a 
man's  body  as  he  leaped  or  was  borne  against  his  will 
over  the  heads  of  the  throng ;  and  the  faint  breath  of 
the  sea-breeze,  as  it  died  away  with  the  setting  sun, 
brought  an  occasional  shrill  yell  or  the  scream  of  a 
woman  in  louder  tones  than  the  general  buzz.  I  much 
feared  that  some  loss  of  life  would  ensue.  Two  or 
three  canoes  now  put  oGF  from  the  shore ;  and  the 
owners,  who  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  share  of  the 
goods,  increased  our  fears  by  their  contradictory 
rumours  as  they  paddled  hastily  up  the  river.  Some 
said  that  Te  Ana-ua  had  been  the  first  to  cry  Uaki 
na!  or  "  Rush  now  !"  and  that  E  Kuru  had  brained 
him  on  the  spot.  Shortly  after,  Turoa  and  Te  Ana- 
i  came  alongside  in  two  canoes,  tolerably  laden  with 
exclaimed  against  the  sniallness  of  their 
^  that  E  Kuril  had  got  all  for  himself  and 
h  They  wanted  to  return  the  goods  to  me ; 
■  1  them  that  the  bargain 
t  now  arrange  the  division 
ivent  to  their  settle- 
appeared  to  have 
1  his  head. 
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Afber  the  riot  had  subsided,  E  Kuru  himself  came 
on  board.  He  was  very  excited  and  angry,  but  made 
great  efforts  to  conceal  the  fact.  He  said  that  the 
natives  were  many  of  them  maddened  by  the  struggle, 
though  no  hres  had  been  lost ;  and  that,  until  they 
should  calm  down,  we  might  be  in  some  danger.  He 
therefore  advised  me  to  move  the  ship  down  opposite 
to  the  ff^ahipari  village,  where  a  large  body  of  his 
own  men  were  collected  to  guard  a  quantity  of  the 
goods  which  he  had  made  tapu,  and  secured  in  his 
house  from  the  general  plunder.  He  said  it  was  true 
that  he  had  saved  the  principal  things  of  value,  but 
that  he  should  divide  them  fairly  the  next  day.  Te 
Ana-ua  had  been  the  first  to  cheer  them  on  to  the 
scramble,  but  E  Kuru  had  not  touched  him,  though 
he  got  a  slight  accidental  scratch  in  the  mMie.  I 
shifted  the  schooner's  anchorage,  and  E  Kuru  remained 
on  board  all  night  to  protect  us  from  the  chance  .  of 
any  assault.  He  said  that  when  their  blood  was  up, 
he  could  not  answer  for  what  they  might  do.  Several 
other  natives  described  to  me  his  good  generalship  in 
directing  the  seizure  of  most  of  the  goods  by  means  of 
the  great  numerical  strength  of  his  retainers. 

In  the  morning,  things  were  much  more  quiet. 
Many  of  the  wildest  natives  had  departed  with  what 
they  had  been  able  to  secure  ;  and  E  Kuru  distributed 
some  of  the  other  things.  Last  of  all,  he  opened  the 
only  case  containing  fire-arms.  The  avidity  of  the  sur^ 
rounding  chiefs  could  no  longer  be  restrained ;  and  in  , 
the  course  of  a  scramble  which  ensued  among  the  a 
tocracy,  he  had  been  thrown  down  and  hurt  a  good  | 
against  the  nails  of  the  case,  and  his  European  clol 
which  he  constantly  delighted  to  wear,  were  ) 
torn  off  his  back.  He  came  on  board  in  high  dm 
and  at  first  threatened  to  lei  "id  his 


and  ixi. 

heaidM 

od^H 


Chap.  IX.  A  PRESENT  FROM  THE  NATIVES.  291 

and  return  with  me  to  Port  Nicholson.  I  talked  with 
him  mildly,  and  at  some  length ;  and  he  ended  by  con- 
fessing that  a  wiser  course  would  be  for  him  to  remain 
and  prepare  them  gradually  by  his  example  ^s  well  ais 
precept  for  more  gentle  conduct  when  the  White  men 
should  arrive.  He  cried  as  he  told  me  that  he  was 
ashamed  to  think  how  much  worse  I  must  consider  his 
people  than  the  other  Maori  whom  I  had  seen ;  and 
urged  me  to  bring,  with  the  White  people,  plenty  of 
constables  and  soldiers  to  induce  respect  and  tran- 
quillity. Ranffi  Tauwira  very  pithily  expressed  his 
wishes  in  this  respect  by  a  simple  illustration.  "  These 
"  are  pahehal'  said  he,  as  he  lifted  a  handful  of  sand. 
"  Do  this  to  JVanganvi ! "  and  he  scattered  the  sand 
over  the  deck  near  him. 

I  was  now  taken  ashore  to  see  a  present,  or  homai 
no  homai,  literally  a  "  gift  for  a  gift,"  which  had  been 
prepared  for  me.  It  consisted  of  thirty  pigs  and  about 
ten  tons  of  potatoes,  ranged  in  a  row  along  the  line 
which  had  been  occupied  two  days  before  by  the  goods. 
Having  counted  them  and  got  them  on  board,  I  gave 
JE  Kuru  a  blanket  each  for  the  pigs,  and  a  pipe  or  a 
head  of  tobacco  for  every  two  baskets  of  potatoes. 
The  baskets  being  small,  this  was  reckoned  a  very 
liberal  rate  of  payment.  The  chief  divided  it  at  once 
among  the  owners  of  the  provisions,  who  were  almost 
entirely  his  ovni  people. 

I  accepted  and  paid  for  this  gift  as  a  private  specu- 
ition  on  my  part.     On  the  occasion  of  JS  Kuru^H 
resent  to  me  of  his  canoe-load,  I  had  given 
NichoLM  "anket  for  each  pig,  and 

the  setiR  ^he  Hutt  very  readily, 

d  bee  i  with  our  respective 

ctic  id  at  once  accepted 

*,  same  terms,  and 
v2 
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had  provided  myself  with  a  private  stock  of  goods  for 
the  purpose,  and  repaid  to  Colonel  Wakefield  a  pro- 
portion of  the  charter^money  equal  to  my  proportion 
pf  the  use  of  the  vessel.  I  have  been  thus  particular 
in  detailing  this  private  pig-dealing  adventure,  because 
I  was  long  afterwards  accused  by  some  '^  repudiating  " 
natives  and  some  of  their  White  protectors  of  having 
received  the  cargo  of  provisions  as  payment  for  the 
goods  belonging  to  the  Company  (worth  about  700/.) 
which  I  had  paid  for  the  land. 

We  were  detained  a  day  or  two  by  strong  westerly 
winds,  which  made  the  bar  too  dangerous  to  attempt 
going  out ;  and  the  violence  of  the  breakers  was  in- 
creased by  a  very  rapid  freshet  which  set  out  of  the 
river,  and  made  even  our  berth  inside  far  from  agree- 
able, by  reason  of  the  numerous  large  trees  which 
drifted  down.  One  night  a  tree  some  fifty  feet  in 
length  took  us  athwart  hawse,  and  bent  our  stem 
nearly  gunwale  under  by  its  weight,  until  the  crew, 
assisted  by  some  natives  sleeping  on  board,  managed  to 
pole  it  off  to  one  side. 

Having  bidden  farewell  to  E  Kuru  and  the  other 
natives,  after  promising  to  return  soon  and  trade  with 
them,  and  begging  them  to  build  houses  about  this 
part  of  the  river,  for  which  the  White  people  would 
be  glad  to  pay  them,  I  weighed  anchor  and  got  safe 
out.  On  the  2nd  of  June  we  got  back  to  Port  Ni- 
cholson. In  beating  up  to  Pitone^  we  fell  in  with  a 
whale-boat,  which  used  to  ply  daily  with  passengers 
between  Thorndon  and  Pitone,  at  the  fare  of  half-a- 
crown.  It  was  started  by  a  man  named  Wright,  who 
had  been  one  of  Barrett's  companions  in  the  Tara- 
naki  wars,  and  a  whaling  headsman  at  Te-awa-iti. 
I  got  into  the  boat,  as  the  wind  was  falling  light,  and 
immediately  got  an  offer  for  my  cargo  from  one 
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passengers,  a  late  Major  in  the  British  Auxiliary  liegion 
of  Spain,  who  had  taken  to  deal  in  anything  that  was 
profitable.  As,  however,  I  had  partners  in  my  ven- 
ture, I  was  obliged  to  decline  the  honour  of  selling 
the  Major  a  bargain  until  I  had  consulted  them. 

I  must  now  again  look  back  to  the  leading  events 
which  had  occurred  since  my  departure. 
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CHAPTEB  X. 

Town  of  "  Britamua" — English  boy  killed  by  native — Hannoi^ 
undistuibed — Fire  of  "  ComiEh  Bow  " — Earthquake — Notice  to 
inhabitants  to  drill— Lien  tenant  Shortland,  the  Colonial  Secf«- 
tary,  arrives  with  troops — Burlesque  pomposity  of  a  constable — 
Proclamation  of  British  sovereignty — British  loyalty  and  good 
feeling — MouDted  policemen — Brutality— I&irs  of  a  penal  colony 
— ^Mr,  Tod  excites  natives  agunst  the  settlers — They  be^  to  re- 
pudiate— Change  in  feelings  of  natives — ^The  chiefe  ofiended  by  the 
Government  authorities — News  from  the  Bay  of  Islands — Biot  of 
natives  quelled  by  military — Survey — I  postpone  my  return  to 
England. 

The  name  of  "Britannia  "  had  been  determined  on  for 
the  town.  Many  people  had  moved  over  to  Thorn- 
don,  where  it  was  to  be  founded,  and  a  brisk  traffic 
was  carried  on  between  the  two  places.  Merchants 
and  retail  dealers  were  beginning  to  show  a  little  order 
in  their  arrangements ;  and  two  or  three  rough 
attempts  at  shops  were  to  be  seen  up  the  Hutt,  at 
Pitone,  and  at  Thorndon.  The  newspaper  was  pub- 
lished regularly  once  a-week,  proposals  had  been  made 
for  the  establishment  of  a  local  bank,  two  or  three 
taverns  of  respectable  appearance  were  organized,  aiid 
a  schoolmaster  was  busy  showing  his  testimonials  and 
craving  support.  A  schooner  of  sixty  tons,  built  at 
Tahiti,  had  come  from  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and 
brought  a  cargo  of  pigs  which  she  picked  up  on  the 
east  coast.  The  Jewess,  as  she  was  named.  n^Uteea 
bought  by  two  or  three  mercantile  colonists,  i 
the  first  decked  vessel  belonging  to  Port 
She  had  arrived  on  the  I7th,  bringing  nt 
recovery  of  Governor  I  h  from  a 
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tack  of  paralysis,  and  of  the  arrival  of  160  soldiers  at 
the  Bay  of  Islands.  His  Excellency  was  still  there, 
and  still  undetermined  as  to  the  site  of  his  future 
capital.  The  Port  Nicholson  people  had,  therefore, 
great  hopes  that  he  might  arrive  here  within  a  short 
time,  at  least  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  this  place. 

Brick-making  had  been  commenced  by  two  enter- 
prising colonists,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Dudley  Sin- 
clair. The  bricks  brought  out  from  England  were  so 
dear  that  there  seemed  every  chance  of  success  for 
these  beginners.  Firewood  was  abundant  and  close 
to  the  kiln,  which  was  on  the  beach,  under  a  cliflF  said 
to  consist  of  excellent  clay  for  the  purpose. 

An  English  boy  had'  died  a  few  days  after  I  left,  of 
a  wound  given  him  with  a  spear  a  month  before  by  a 
native.  Some  people  reported  that  the  boy  and  his 
brother  had  been  stealing  potatoes  from  the  natives* 
gardens,  and  that  the  wound  had  been  given  in  conse- 
quence by  a  native  belonging  to  the  place.  On  an 
inquest,  however,  which  was  held  before  the  Police 
Magistrate,  Major  Baker,  and  a  respectable  jury,  no 
evidence  was  brought  forward  to  support  this  view ; 
and  it  seemed  more  probable  that  the  outrage  had 
been  committed  by  some  out-lying  scout  of  a  foraging 
party  of  the  Ngatikahuhunu^  similar  to  that  which 
had  killed  Puakawa.  So  excellent  was,  at  this  time, 
the  good  feeling  existing  between  the  two  races,  that 
the  death  of  the  lad,  although  involved  in  mystery, 
had  not  caused  the  slightest  mistrust  of  the  natives, 
id  them  as  comfortably  domesticated  as  before 


the  Wm^^eoples'  houses,  and  as  well  con- 
ith  thl^^B    ly  treatment  which  they  expe- 
>n  t  '>ccasion. 

~\  h  of  May,  the  line  of  cot- 
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tages  which  I  have  formerly  described  as  "  Comish- 
"  row"  had  been  burnt  down ;  the  inflammable  nature 
of  the  roofs  and  walls  having  overcome  all  the  efforts 
of  the  settlers  of  all  classes,  who  had  hurried  from  their 
beds  to  the  scene  on  the  first  alarm.  No  lives,  how- 
ever, were  lost.  The  houseless  families  were  received^ 
some  by  their  neighbours,  some  in  the  Company's 
emigrants'  houses ;  and  a  ready  subscription  had  re- 
placed the  burnt  clothes  and  other  things  belonging  to 
some  of  the  labourers,  who,  being  poor,  could  ill  afford 
even  so  small  a  loss. 

The  blaze  had  hardly  subsided,  when  the  sleepers 
were  again  aroused  by  the  shock  of  an  earthquake. 
This  had  been  but  slight,  and  had  done  no  damage,  I 
was  much  amused  by  the  description  of  the  alarm  pro- 
duced upon  some  settlers,  who  ran  out  in  very  light 
clothing  and  fired  their  muskets  and  pistols,  under  the 
idea  that  a  troop  of  natives  were  trying  to  pull  the  hut 
down.  The  natives,  especially,  related  with  great  glee 
the  want  of  presence  of  mind  displayed  by  some  of  the 
more  timid  Whites.  It  was  now  remembered  that 
Captain  Cook  had  mentioned  his  feeling  the  slight 
shock  of  an  earthquake  in  Ship  Cove  seventy  years 
before,  and  that  a  shake  had  been  felt  at  Te-awa-iti 
whilst  we  were  up  the  Pelorus  river  with  Jacky 
Guard.  The  effect  seemed  to  have  been  only  partial, 
for  no  one  at  TVanganui  had  experienced  the  slightest 
vibration. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  Colonel  Wakefield,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  and  with  their  consent,  had  issued 
a  notice  to  the  inhabitants  between  the  ages  of  eigh- 
teen and  sixty,  requiring  them  to  form  themselves  into 
a  militia  under  his  direction.  The  last  paragraph  of 
the  notice  thus  explained  the  motives  of  this  measure. 
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and  was  a  good  sample  of  the  integrity  of  feeling  upon 
which  the  colonists  depended  for  a  sound  maintenance 
of  the  infant  Constitution  : — 

"  As  it  is  intended  to  occupy  no  more  than  one  hour 
"  in  each  week  in  this  muster  of  the  armed  inhabitants, 
"the  object  of  which  is  to  assure  the  minds  of  all 
"  persons  of  the  existence  of  an  adequate  force  for  the 
"  preservation  of  order,  it  is  believed  that  all  who  feel 
"  interested  in  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  as 
"  well  as  in  upholding  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
"  British  race,  will  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  attend 
"  and  answer  to  their  names,  when  called  upon  the 
"  muster-roll,  with  such  arms  as  they  may  be  in  the 
"  possession  of:  and  it  is  expected  that  the  employers 
"  will  make  no  deduction  from  the  wages  of  those 
"  employed  by  them,  for  the  small  portion  of  time  that 
"  may  be  taken  from  the  day's  labour  for  the  discharge 
"  of  an  important  public  duty." 

The  natives  had  been  apprised  of  this  contemplated 
arrangement,  and  had  expressed  unfeigned  satisfaction. 
It  was  proposed  that  they  also  should  be  gradually 
induced  to  train,  and  the  chiefs  so  instructed  in  the 
duties  of  oflSicers,  that  the  two  races  might  eventually 
mingle  in  the  ranks  of  the  militia,  as  well  as  in  our 
other  social  institutions.  They  did  not  fail  to  appre- 
ciate the  security  from  the  attacks  of  the  Ngatikaku" 
hunu  or  other  hostile  tribes  which  we  should  all 
acquire. 

On  the  afternoon,  however,  of  the  day  on  which  I 
had  arrived  at  Pitone,  an  agent  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment arrived  in  the  harbour ;  and  these  merely  provi- 
sional measures  were  of  course  at  an  end.  A  boat 
from  Thorndon  brought  the  news  to  Pitone  at  night, 
that  the  Integrity  had  returned,  bearing  Lieutenant 
Shortland  the  Colonial    Secretary,   a   detachment  of 
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thirty  soldiers,  and  some  supernumeraries,  consisting  of 
"  mounted  police  "  without  their  horses,  constables,  &c. 
It  was  rumoured  that  Captain  Pearson  and  some  of 
his  passengers  had  reported  us  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  as 
a  turbulent  set  of  rebels,  who  were  establishing  a 
republic  at  Port  Nicholson,"  and  that  the  thirty 
soldiers  had  been  sent  to  quell  the  rebellion !  It  was 
added,  that  the  invading  force  had  held  no  communi- 
cation with  the  shore,  the  prudent  Colonial  Secretary 
having  probably  deemed  it  advisable  to  reconnoitre 
before  landing  on  the  insurgent  shore. 

Merry  and  loud  were  the  jokes  that  rang  through 
the  tents  up  the  Hutt,  whither  I  carried  the  news. 
Bombastes  Furioso,  Tom  Thumb,  and  Jack  the  Giant- 
killer,  were  quoted  and  parodied,  and  some  hours' 
amusement  was  derived  from  this  ludicrous  mistake 
of  the  Government  as  to  our  hostility,  and  the  over- 
whelming force  which  they  had  sent  to  exterminate 
us.  All,  however,  were  delighted  to  know  that  we 
were  at  length  recognized  and  claimed  by  our  natural 
protectors ;  and  the  relief  from  all  possible  insecurity 
which  seemed  to  be  assured  by  the  event,  helped  not  a 
little  to  maintain  the  cheerful  good-humour  which 
laughed  at  the  "  questionable  shape  *'  in  which  the 
event  came. 

The  first  measure  of  the  Royalist  forces  was  to  send 
a  man  on  shore  the  next  morning  to  pull  down  all  the 
New  Zealand  flags  which  he  might  find  hoisted.  This 
was  probably  an  experimental  measure  only ;  as  a 
single  constable  performed  the  task  very  early,  almost 
before  anybody  was  up.  The  man  who  performed  this 
bold  deed  at  Pitone  assumed,  while  he  did  it,  the  most 
ridiculous  appearance  of  authority.  He  had  been  one 
of  our  early  immigrants,  brought  out,  I  think,  in  the 
Aurora.     He  was  usually  styled  "  Captain'*  Cole,  and 
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had,  I  aiQ  inclined  to  believe,  once  been  BotnetKing  in 
an  East  Indiatnan.  On  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Hobson  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  he  had  managed 
to  get  a  passage  in  some  craft  to  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
He  had  succeeded  in  getting  appointed  Chief  Constable 
for  Port  Nicholson,  and  had  accompanied  Lieutenant 
Shortland,  not  a  httle  elated  with  his  official  dignity. 
Although  I  have  often  since  observed  the  remarkable 
pomposity  which  a  Government  official  of  every  class 
assumes  in  a  colony,  I  never  saw  a  more  complete  in- 
stance than  Constable  Cole. 

As  he  strode  up  to  the  ilag-sta£F  near  Colonel 
Wakefield's  house,  on  which  a  rather  ragged  New  Zea- 
land flag  was  hung,  he  threw  disdainful  and  yet  cau- 
tious glances  around  him.  When  he  saw  that  there 
were  only  two  or  three  people  in  their  night-caps  peep- 
ing from  their  doors  and  windows  to  know  who  had 
been  boating  so  early  on  such  a  cold  morning,  he 
plucked  up  spirits,  and  seeihed  to  reflect  that  he  had 
to  represent  the  dignity  of  the  British  Crown.  His 
funny  little  head  arranged  itself  quite  straight  in  a 
most  appropriate  military  stock ;  his  ungainly  figure 
and  gait  became  almost  martial ;  he  frowned  sternly, 
as  though  to  awe  the  rebels ;  and  advanced  straight 
upon  the  flag-stafi*  with  as  much  resolution  as  though 
he  had  been  taking  Ciudad  Rodrigo  by  storm.  He 
had  some  little  trouble  in  undoing  the  string,  and  it 
would  not  run  very  freely  through  the  hole  at  the  top 
of  the  stafl";  but  at  length  he  accomplished  his  gallant 
undertaking,  and  proceeded  with  a  flourish  to  extend 
the-^IBvereignty  of  England  over  the  flags  which 
ndorqM  the  snoring  g^-shops  along  the  beach. 
It,  ^B|ot  till  the  4tfl^ijit  Lieutenant  Shortland  dis- 
,i.)ii  ;  ■'■■  '  jack  andread 

I  ii  iucenofEng- 
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land  over  New  Zealand.  A  large  assemblage  of  the 
colonists,  including  Colonel  Wakefield  and  most  of  the 
members  of  the  much-dreaded  Council,  joined  in  the 
proceedings  in  the  most  loyal  manner,  and  expressed 
to  Lieutenant  Shortland  their  pleasure  at  the  event. 
The  soldiers  landed,  and  encamped  in  tents  at  one  end 
of  Thorndon;  and  Lieutenant  Shortland,  with  his 
suite,  ensconced  themselves  in  some  half-finished  houses 
at  that  place.  The  other  Government  officers  were. 
Lieutenant  Smart  of  the  28th  regiment,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  three  or  four  policemen  above-men- 
tioned ;  Lieutenant  A.  D.  Best,  commanding  the  thirty 
men  of  the  80th ;  and  a  Clerk  of  the  Bench,  who  also 
assumed  the  duty  of  Post-master.  The  most  ready 
submission  was  evinced  to  the  legal  authorities,  and 
things  had  been  so  well  organized  by  our  temporary 
arrangements,  that  no  great  change  seemed  to  take 
place.  The  days  of  the  Council  were  only  remembered 
as  a  time  of  happy  freedom  from  lawlessness,  and  it 
was  perhaps  thought  a  fortunate  occurrence  that  no 
very  rude  blow  had  ever  been  aimed  to  disturb  the 
economy  of  the  perilous  experiment.  It  was  a  proud 
boast,  however,  for  this  community,  that  nearly  1500 
English  people  and  400  untutored  savages  had  lived 
for  five  months  without  any  serious  breach,  that  could 
be  traced  to  one  of  them,  of  the  laws  to  which  they 
were  bound  by  nothing  more  than  a  voluntary  agree- 
ment, and  which  could  summon  no  physical  force  to 
their  assistance.  And  this,  too,  in  the  midst  of  the 
troubles  and  anxieties  of  their  landing  and  settling  on 
a  wild  shore,  far  from  home  and  any  of  the  associations 
which  might  have  led  them  to  cherish  their  ancient 
customs ;  where  valuable  property  was  constantly  left 
un watched,  and  even  uncovered,  as  a  temptation  to 
crime ;  where  flight  seemed  easy,  and  a  defiance  of  all 
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law  no  great  effort.  The  very  worst  examples,  and  oc- 
caBionally  great  provocation  from  lawless  outcasts  of 
the  most  depraved  habits,  had  not  nerved  to  corrupt 
the  community  which  restrained  their  excesses ;  and 
even  the  defiance  of  these  voluntary  laws  by  a  man  of 
some  station  who  had  been  no  party  to  the  agreement 
had  failed  to  impair  the  strength  or  unity  of  the  com- 
pact. And  then,  to  crown  all,  the  worth  and  good 
faith  of  this  most  prudent  agreement  was  made  clearly 
apparent,  by  the  willingness,  nay,  the  eagerness  with 
which  the  authority  was  resigned  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  called  this  orderly  conduct  sedition  and  re- 
bellion. They,  forsooth,  although  supported  only  by 
a  physical  force  totally  inadequate  to  compel  submis- 
sion if  resistance  had  been  intended,  assumed  a  dictato- 
rial tone,  well  calculated  to  irritate  rioters  or  rebels, 
and  to  render  them  more  obstinate. 

Much  of  this  admirable  result  was  no  doubt  owing 
to  the  British  origin  of  the  colonists,  which  had  im- 
planted  in  them  a  respect  for  law  proportionate  to  their 
love  of  liberty ;  and  some  portion  of  it  to  the  very 
complete  state  in  which  the  young  society  had  arrived, 
with  leaders  whom  many  of  the  inferiors  had  been 
used  to  respect,  with  clergymen,  and  with  many  of  the 
arrangements  which  promote  social  order  and  comfort 
in  the  most  highly  civilized  countries.  Thus,  the 
"  democrats "  at  Port  Nicholson  heartily  assented  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  Queen's  authority,  while  they 
could  not  withhold  their  good-humoured  laughter  at 
the  burlesque  arrogance  with  which  it  was  accom- 
panied. 

One  feature,  however,  o]'  the  ne"-  nidim^iy.isras  pe- 
culiarly repulsive  to  the  English  cut"  .1  •j*^  whs 
the  presence  of  the  "mounte^itftfH 
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I  have  before  mentioned.     This  force  consists  of  picked 
men  from   the   regiments   quartered   in  New  South 
Wales,  who  are  mounted  and  armed  to  make  war  upon 
the  reckless  "  bush-rangers,"   as  the  escaped  convicts 
are  termed  in  New  South  Wales.     Admirably  adapted 
for  this  purpose  from  their  courage  and  experience, 
they  formed,  doubtless,  a  very  good  precaution  against 
the  runaways  who  abounded  in  New  Zealand;   but 
they  were  hardly  fitted  to  be  brought  into  immediate 
contact  with  a  population  like  the  great  body  of  our 
immigrants,  who  were  totally  unused  to  the  rigours  of 
a  penal  colony.     The  few  prisoners  who  had  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  by  Major  Baker  were  handed  over  to 
the   lawful  authorities.     They  had  been  confined  in 
one  of  the  Company's  wooden  houses  at  Pttone,  which 
was   appropriated    as   a   lock-up,  and    a    boatful    of 
"mounted    police"   came  over  to   convey  them  to  a 
thatched  house  at  Thorndon  which  had  been  selected 
for  a  jail.     Joe  Robinson,  the  Englishman  whom  we 
had  found  at  Tf^aiwetu  pa,  had  been  engaged  a  few 
days  before  in  a  drunken  merry-making  over  a  wed- 
ding, where  some  fights  had  occurred;  and  he  had 
been  committed  on  the  charge  of  assaulting  another 
man  who  lay  badly  wounded  in  the  adjoining  wooden 
house  which  was  the  Company's  infirmary.     Robinson 
himself  had  been  a  good  deal  hurt^  and  moved  down  to 
the  boat  with  some  difficulty.      I   remember  sharing 
with  some  of  the  simple  labourers  who  looked  on  a 
feeling  of  indignation  at  the  brutal  way  in  which  one 
of  the  policemen  repelled  a  friend  of  the  prisoner  s  who 
offered  him  his  assistance  to  walk  to  the  boat.     An 
idea  of  the  chain-gangs  of  New  South  Wales,  guarded 
by  military,  was  called  up  by  the  displaying  and  jingling 
of  handcuffs,  carbines,  and  sabres,  which  accompanied 
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the  whole  proceeding,  A  spontaneous  murmur  of  dis- 
approbation arose  from  the  little  crowd  as  the  armed 
police  jumped  into  their  boat  and  shoved  oflF. 

My  own  first  acquaintance  with  the  new  authorities 
strongly  reminded  me  that  we  were  now  under  the 
laws  of  New  South  Wales.  I  had  stored  the  potatoes 
I  brought  from  Tf^anganui  underground  in  the  court- 
yard of  my  uncle's  house,  which  was  surrounded  by  a 
strong  fence.  Several  vagrant  pigs,  however,  had  found 
means  to  break  the  fence,  and  get  at  the  tempting  cave. 
After  ineffectual  attempts  to  stop  this  waste  by  filling 
up  the  gaps  and  pelting  the  pigs  with  stones,  I  deter- 
mined to  give  them  a  salutary  lesson  in  the  shape  of 
small  shot  from  a  gun.  The  natives  had  willingly 
agreed  to  this  plan,  which  is  quite  according  to  their 
customs,  even  if  you  kill  the  thieving  pig,  provided 
always  that  you  leave  the  carcase  on  the  spot  till  the 
owner  fetches  it  away.  I  had  been  told,  too,  by  several 
of  the  settlers,  that,  according  to  English  law,  I  should 
only  render  myself  liable  to  a  civil  action  for  the  value 
of  the  pig,  which  might  be  met  by  another  for  the 
value  of  the  potatoes,  should  the  owner  of  the  thief 
prove  litigious. 

I  was  rather  startled,  however,  to  receive  a  summons 
by  the  hands  of  the  all-important  Constable  Cole,  to 
answer  a  charge  before  the  Magistrates  at  Thorndon 
of  shooting  a  pig.     I  appeared  at  the  appointed  time, 
and  was  somewhat  alarmed  when  told  by  Lieutenant 
Shortland  that  I  had  rendered  myself  liable  to  seven 
years  transportation y  according  to  New  South  Wales 
law,  by  turning  over  a  young  pig  who 
much  devastation  in  my  potato-cave  a  few 
He  advised  me  to  compromise  the  aff^*" 
mediately  did  by  giving  the  o 
him  that  I  should  willingly  ] 
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had  he  applied  to  me  in  the  first  .instance.  He  was 
a  man  from  Sydney  who  kept  a  tavern  at  Pitoney 
and  who  had  thus  early  displayed  his  acquaintance  with 
the  penal  laws,  without  giving  me  the  least  notice. 

A  brig  from  Sydney  about  this  time  brought  news 
that  a  subscription  for  our  relief  was  being  collected  at 
that  place,  the  most  false  reports  having  been  circulated 
there  that  we  were  destitute  and  starving,  and  half- 
drowned  by  floods !  A  speculator  had  hurried  down 
with  a  cargo  of  flour,  thinking  to  sell  it  at  a  high  price ; 
but  he  could  not  sell  a  bag,  and  was  quite  surprised  to 
find  that  we  had  plenty  to  eat. 

Not  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Mr.  Tod  had  carried  his  opposition  to  the  settlers  to 
so  dangerous  an  extent  as  to  call  forth  the  severe  anim- 
adversion of  the  Council,  and  the'  public  exposure  of 
his  intrigues  in  the  '  Gazette/  He  had  engaged  a 
large  body  of  natives  to  build  him  a  house  upon  the. 
land  to  which  he  had  laid  claim,  and  encouraged  them 
by  continued  presents  of  food  and  clothes,  and  pro- 
mises, of  still  larger  ones  when  the  house  should  be 
completed,  to  become  personally  interested  in  the 
support  of  his  pretensions.  He  was  warned  that,  if 
he  did  not  desist,  the  authorities  would  remove  his 
house ;  and  had  so  repeated  this  warning  to  the  na- 
tives, that  they  expressed  their  intention  of  resisting 
such  an  exercise  of  authority  by  force  if  necessary,  and 
were  very  nearly  brought  into  actual  collision  with 
some  of  the  settlers,  who  vented  their  indignation 
alike  upon  the  corrupting  White  man  and  the  faith- 
less natives.  A  judicious  spirit  of  forbearance  among 
the  leaders  of  the  White  people  had  prevented  any 
breach  of  the  peace,  but  the  seeds  of  a  mutual  distrust 
between  the  two  parties  had  naturally  been  sown. 
The  natives  had  become  divided  into  two  parties,  for 
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and  against  the  honourable  fulfilment  of  their  bargain  ; 
and  they  had  also  become  aware  that  unity  did  not 
prevail  among  the  White  people. 

About  this  time,  the  natives  at  Te  Aropa^  where  the 
Wesleyan  native  teachers  resided,  and  at  Pipitea,  where 
Richard  Davis  and  Robert  Tod  lived,  showed  a  decided 
inclination  to  repudiate  the  sale.  It  was  observed  that 
these  natives  particularly  attached  themselves  to  the  Go- 
vernment officers,  whom  they  had  soon  discovered  to  be 
in  some  degree  opposed  to  our  feelings  and  proceedings. 
They  became  more  distant  in  their  intercourse  with  us, 
and  apparently  very  wary  in  their  conversation.  Pf^are^ 
poriy  JSpuni,  aiid  the  other  head  chiefs,  ridiculed  these 
pretensions  on  the  part  of  a  few  inferior  chiefs  and  slave 
tribes,  and  told  us  not  to  regard  them  as  of  importance. 
They  seemed,  nevertheless,  rather  hurt  at  the  greater 
distinction  shown  by  '^  the  men  of  the  Queen,"  as  they 
called  the  officials,  to  the  lesser  and  uninfluential 
people  of  Pipitea  and  the  other  settlements  near 
Thorndon.  On  returning  to  Pitone  from  Thorndon 
one  day,  I  found  JVarepori  in  exceeding  bad  humour, 
haranguing  a  mixed  audience  of  Whites  and  natives. 
He  attacked  me  on  my  arrival,  reproaching  me  and 
Wide-awake  with  the  fact  that  he  was  not  treated 
with  the  consideration  due  to  his  rank  and  name.  He 
drew  two  diagrams  with  charcoal  on  a  billet  of  fire- 
wood, and  said,  "  Look !  it  ought  to  be,  TVareporiy 
"  the  Queen,  the  Governor ;  but  it  is  the  Queen,  the 
"Governor,  fVarepori.  This  is  bad."  I  explained 
to  him  that  this  was  no  fault  of  his  old  friends ;  and 
that  he  had  assented  to  this  arrangement  when  he 
signed  the  paper  and  got  a  blanket  from  H 
He  answered  with  much  violence,  that  he  had 
made  to  know  of  any  such  thing  when  he  sif 
and  then  went  sullenly  into  his  \ 

VOL.  I. 
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Epuniy  who  was  always  distinguished  by  his  even 
temper,  and  by  his  mild,  affiible  manner,  showed  no 
such  violent  anger ;  but  he  was  greatly  hurt,  and  said 
that  the  new  White  people  did  not  seem  to  know  the 
chiefs  from  the  slaves.  "However,'*  continued  he, 
"  I  do  not  know  that  this  Governor  can  do  me  much 
**  good,  and  I  shall  hold  tight  to  my  first  White  man 
"  Wide-awake." 

Our  news  at  about  this  period  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands  was,  that  the  Governor  was  but  slowly  recover- 
ing from  his  attack  of  paralysis  ;  that  he  was  about 
to  buy  a  piece  of  land  at  that  place  of  a  trader  named 
Clendon  on  Government  account,  and  at  some  immense 
price  ;  and  that  the  military  had  been  called  into  use 
on  the  20th  of  April  in  awing  some  riotous  natives  at 
the  Bay  of  Islands. 

It  appeared  that  the  natives  had  refused  to  allow  a 
Maori  witness  to  attend  a  trial  for  murder ;  and  that 
they  had  demanded  the  cession  of  the  accused,  also  a 
native,  into  their  hands,  that  they  might  judge  and 
punish  him  according  to  their  customs.  They  had  at 
length  consented  to  accompany  the  witness,  a  woman, 
to  the  church  at  Kororareka,  where  the  examination 
of  the  prisoner  was  being  carried  on  ;  but  there  they 
had  got  so  warm  upon  the  refusal  of  their  repeated 
request  for  his  delivery  to  them,  that  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  send  for  the  troops.  Great  credit  was 
said  to  be  due  to  the  Police  Magistrate  on  the  occasion  ; 
for  though  no  shots  were  fired  and  no  blood  shed,  the 
natives  had  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the  folly  of 
resisting  the  law. 

A  little  dissatisfaction  was  now  to  be  found  among 
some  of  the  settlers  at  Port  Nicholson,  owing  to  the 
delay   which   had  appeared   to   exist  in   the  survey;  j 
These  early  grumblers,  however,  had  hardly  made  jd^ 
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lowances  for  the  obstacles  presented  by  the  hilly  and 
densely  wooded  country  in  which  part  of  the  town  had 
to  be  laid  out,  or  for  the  time  occupied  by  the  first 
mistake  of  surveying  a  site  in  the  vsdley  of  the  Hutt. 
The  survey  was  now  progressing  fast;  and  Captain 
Smith  confidently  promised  that  the  map  of  the  town 
should  be  ready  for  inspection  about  the  middle  of 
July. 

I  had  now  become  so  interested  in  the  progress 
of  the  colony, — especially  since  the  establishment  of 
British  government, — that  instead  of  seeking  for  a 
passage  towards  home  by  one  of  the  emigrant  ships 
going  to  India  or  China  for  a  cargo,  I  postponed  my  re- 
turn to  England  indefinitely.  I  determined  to  see  a 
little  of  the  first  formation  of  a  town  and  of  the  first 
agricultural  operations.  As  the  town-sections  were 
not  to  be  chosen  for  a  month  at  least,  I  set  off  to  spend 
this  interval  at  Kapitiy  having  conceived  a  great  desire 
to  observe  the  proceedings  of  the  whalers,  then  in  full 
work. 
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Macgregor  was  just  about  to  return  to  TPanganui^ 
having  turned  the  dollars  which  he  received  for  his 
charter  into  goods  fit  for  bartering  with  the  natives. 
I  took  a  passage  in  the  Surprise  to  Kapiti,  and  we 
sailed  on  the  17th  of  June.  Having  to  deliver  some 
casks  at  Porirua^  where  two  of  our  colonists  had  hired 
Tom's  fishery  at  Parramatta  for  the  season,  we  entered 
that  harbour,  and  anchored  close  to  the  sheers  in 
twelve  fathoms.  A  whale  was  being  cut-in  under 
them,  and  we  took  swarms  of  fish,  which  had  been 
attracted  by  the  carcass.  Lieutenant  Joseph  Thomas, 
one  of  the  lessees  of  the  fishery,  received  me  very  hos- 
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pitably  in  his  hut,  and  described  himself  as  highly 
amused  in  his  new  pursuit.  He  was  an  old  traveller, 
and  had  seen  many  countries  and  people ;  but  he  was 
most  pleased  with  the  eccentricities  of  the  "  whaling 
"  mob"  which  he  had  to  rule,  and  which  he  ruled  very 
well.  He  got  on  very  well  with  the  natives  too,  hav- 
ing been  recommended  to  the  especial  protection  of 
Rangihaeata  by  his  landlord  Toms.  The  chief  did 
protect  the  station  from  any  other  annoyance  than  his 
own  ;  only  exacting  a  kind  of  black-mail  in  return  on 
his  frequent  trips  from  Mana. 

I  went  one  day  with  the  Captain,  as  the  whalers 
never  failed  to  call  him,  to  Koroiwa,  a  small  settle- 
ment on  the  main  opposite  Mana.  The  leader  of  a 
whaling -station  established  at  this  place  had  been 
lately  drowned  in  attempting  to  land  through  a  heavy 
surf  on  the  neighbouring  coast.  The  natives  had  as- 
sembled from  Mana  and  other  places  near  to  scramble 
for  the  property  of  the  defunct,  according  to  a  very 
common  native  custom,  and  Rangihaeata  had,  as  usual, 
come  in  for  the  lion's  share.  Some  of  the  whalers 
intended  to  apply  for  the  interference  of  the  authorities 
in  Port  Nicholson.  From  the  heights  above  the 
beach  I  witnessed  a  spirited  chase  after  a  whale,  which 
extended  far  to  seaward  of  the  island. 

On  another  occasion  I  accompanied  my  host  in  an 
amphibious  excursion  round  the  north-east  arm  of  the 
harbour.     We  had  a  canoe  with  us,  but  waded  over 
some  of  the  numerous  creeks  when  walking  along  parts 
of  the  beach.     The  country  is  exceedingly  pretty,  and 
the  hills  moderate  in  height  and  steepness.      Many 
small   valleys,  through  which  streams  flow  into  1 
bay,  afford  very  desirable  spots  for  settlements, 
few  little  nooks  were  at  this  time  appropriated  to  n 
cultivations. 
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In  two  or  three  days,  the  Surprise  having  completed 
her  discharging,  we  sailed  for  Kapiti  with  a  light 
north-east  breeze.  Soon  after  crossing  the  bar  and 
standing  to  seaward  on  the  starboard  tack,  we  saw  a 
large  ship  bearing  down  from  Kctpiti  under  a  press  of 
sail,  with  studdingnsails  alow  and  aloft.  I  at  once 
decided  that  she  was  a  man-of-war ;  but  the  skipper 
said  that  it  might  be  an  emigrant  ship,  or  even  a 
whaler,  as  these  had  plenty  of  hands  to  reduce  sail.  We 
stood  across  her  bows  about  two  miles  from  her,  and 
watched  her  to  the  southward.  She  appeared  to 
heave-to  or  anchor  for  some  time  at  Mana^  and  then 
stood  on,  between  that  island  and  the  main,  towards 
Cape  TerawiH.  When  we  arrived  at  Kapiti  my  con- 
jecture was  confirmed.  It  was  the '  Herald  frigate, 
which  had  picked  up  Raitperaha  in  his  canoe  and  sailed 
on,  after  holding  but  little  communication  with  the 
whalers. 

While  I  remained  at  Kapiti,  I  was  most  kindly  and 
hospitably  treated  by  all  the  whalers,  as  well  as  the 
natives.  I  soon  became  as  it  were  free  of  the  place, 
and  could  reckon  on  being  a  welcome  guest  in  any 
house.  I  was  much  interested  in  observing  the  life  of 
these  rough  men,  and  in  finding  that  many  generous 
and  noble  qualities  redeemed  their  general  inclination 
to  vice  and  lawlessness. 

This  is  a  class  of  men  peculiar  to  the  South  Seas, 
and  deserving  of  especial  notice  by  those  who  take  inter- 
est in  looking  back  to  the  first  introduction  of  civilized 
habits  among  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  Polynesia. 
They  are  peculiar  in  a  curious  contradiction  of  cha- 
racter ;  and  deserving  of  especial  notice  as  having  been 
the  real  pioneers  of  civilization.  And  their  history  is  the 
more  worthy  of  being  recorded  now,  inasmuch  as  they 
have   only  existed   in  their  purity   while   they  were 
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paving  the  way  for  more  improFed  vehicles  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  have  naturally  yielded  with  more  ease  than 
the  natives  to  amalgamation  with  the  race  from  which 
they  sprang.  The  class  still  exists,  and  the  chief 
occupation  of  its  members  tends  to  maintain  some  of 
their  peculiar  qualities ;  but  I  am  induced  to  dwell  on 
what  I  know  of  their  hves,  habits,  and  character,  from 
having  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  them  whilst 
they  were  unimpaired  in  originality,  and  the  sole  di- 
rectors of  change,  whether  for  better  or  worse,  among 
the  natives. 

The  class,  as  a  whole,  may  be  called  "  the  whalers ;" 
though  I  have  observed  some  varieties  of  the  genus, 
which  have  also  their  own  nomenclature. 

The  whalers  who  established  themselves  on  the 
coasts  of  New  Zealand  were  composed  of  sailors,  who 
had  committed  no  crime,  but  were  tempted,  by  the 
facility  of  living  in  comfort  on  shore  there,  to  leave 
their  ships ;  and  of  runaway  convicts  from  the  neigh- 
bouring penal  settlements  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Van  Diemen's  Land.  Some  few,  bom  in  those  colonies, 
were  probably  descended  from  members  of  one  or  the 
other  of  these  two  elates.  These  "  currency  lade,"  as  they 
««  called,  are  distinguished  for  great  physical  strength 
and  beauty ;  and  have  probably  been  indebted  to  their 
early  acquaintance  with  the  hardy  life  of  a  stock- 
keeper  or  shepherd,  and  their  consequent  experience 
of  the  intercourse  between  the  White  man  and  the 
savage,  for  that  moral  ascendancy  which  they  generally 
acquire  over  their  classmates  in  New  Zealand. 

From  the  varied  nature  of  these  ingredients  arises 
the  contradiction  of  ch:u-ac^Br  I'or  which  the  whalers 
are  so  remarkable.  Tht  ffimfoicse  and  manly  courage 
of  the  sailor  miq^lHlMH^taHtfiii^S  ''"^  rcrklesR 

amaiiiier. 
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lliough  prone  to  drunkenness  and  its  attendant  evils, 
the  whaler  is  hospitable  in  the  extreme,  and  his  rough- 
built  house  is  a  model  of  cleanliness  and  order.  His 
unbounded  generosity  would  soon  have  encouraged  the 
covetousness  of  the  natives  to  grasping  and  bullying, 
had  he  not  gained  universal  respect  among  them  for 
undoubted  courage,  and  openly  expressed  his  hatred 
and  contempt  for  such  as  distinguished  themselves  by 
those  bad  qualities.  His  want  of  book-learning  is  coun- 
teracted by  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  world; 
the  consequence  of  which  is  a  remarkable  power  of  dis- 
crimination between  quackery  and  real  ability,  between 
hypocrisy  and  sincerity,  in  those  with  whom  he  meets. 
Thus,  since  the  first  days  of  regular  colonization,  no 
man  better  than  a  whaler  can  distinguish  between  a 
charlatan  doctor,  or  a  low-minded,  hypocritical  mis- 
sionary, and  a  doctor  who  knows  his  business,  or  a  wor- 
thy minister  of  the  Gospel.  He  is  the  first  to  expose 
and  ridicule  the  faults  of  one  class,  while  he  yields  a 
willing  respect  to  the  virtues  and  knowledge  of  the 
other. 

I  of  course  speak  of  the  general  character  of  this 
class  of  men ;  to  which  there  are  some  terrible  excep- 
tions. It  is,  however,  highly  to  the  credit  of  the  whal«:T5 
generally,  that  a  man  of  notoriously  bad  character, 
whether  a  fellow-countryman  or  a  native,  meets  with 
the  contempt  which  he  deserves. 

It  is  difficult  to  learn  how  soon  this  rough  class  of 
pioneers  first  established  themselves  in  New  Zealand. 
As  early  as  1793,  the  whaling-ships  of  different  na- 
tions began  to  touch  on  the  coast.  Their  intercourse 
with  the  natives  was  marked  by  great  cruelty  and  in- 
justice on  one  part,  great  treachery  and  dishonesty  on 
the  other,  and  revolting  blood-thirstiness  and  a  stronfr. 
spirit  of  revenge  on  both  sides.     The  lives  of 
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innocent  persons,  both  native  and  European,  were  sacri- 
ficed to  the  feelings  excited  by  former  oppression  and 
murders.  It  was  during  some  part  of  the  period  be- 
tween this  date  and  1807,  that  George  Bruce,  an  Eng- 
lish sailor,  accompanied  a  chief  named  Te  PeM  ashore, 
in  the  north  of  the  islands,  married  his  daughter,  and 
became,  imder  the  chiefs  protection,  a  tatued  chief- 
tain himself.  It  appears  that  this  was  the  earliest  time 
at  which  a  European  ever  resided  in  New  Zealand. 
Bruce  exercised  a  very  beneficial  influence  over  his  con- 
nexions, improving  the  nature  of  the  intercourse,  which 
continued  unabated  between  the  shipping  and  the  na- 
tives. But  he  was  at  last  treated  as  a  native  by  some 
unprincipled  skipper,  who  decoyed  him  and  his  wife  on 
board  ship,  landed  him  at  Malacca,  and  sold  her  to  an- 
other captain  at  Fenang. 

Between  that  period  and  1814,  we  can  hear  of  no 
European  having  lived  on  shore.  The  scenes  of  bar- 
barism continued  to  be  acted  between  the  savages  of 
both  races.  They  had  reached  such  a  pitch  in  that  year, 
the  "  massacre  of  the  Boyd"  and  other  similar  scenes 
'  having  attracted  general  attention,  that  the  Governor 
of  New  South  Wales  issued  a  proclamation  which 
denounced  them  as  notorious  on  the  occasion  of  the 
benevolent  expedition  headed  by  Mr.  Marsden  to  found 
the  missionary  establishment  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

From  the  language  of  this  paper,  it  seems  probable 
that  some  few  sailors  or  runaway  convicts  had  even 
ventured  to  reside  among  the  natives  ;  and  this  view  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  two  runaway  convicts,  de- 
spbad^And  half-fiteoed  by  the  natives,  because  idle  and 
nrrugimt.  gave  iheJiiMlves  up  to  Mr.  Marsden,  in  order 
to  FL'tua  _    ^^ 

performed  in  the 
luel  MarHden, 
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From  the  foundatioa  of  this  establishment  may  be 
dated  the  spread  of  loose  characters  over  the  northern 
part  of  New  Zealand.  Two  convicts  who  concealed 
themselves  on  board  the  missionary  brig  escaped  into  the 
country ;  and,  strange  though  it  may  appear,  part  of  the 
retinue  of  the  first  missionaries  also  consisted  of  three 
convicts,  for  whose  return  to  New  South  Wales  within 
three  years  Messrs.  Marsden  and  Kendal  gave  security.* 
I  am  unable  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  security 
was  forfeited. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  ascertain  the  date  at  which 
sealers  began  to  establish  themselves  on  the  southern 
coasts.  Even  in  the  end  of  the  last  century,  certainly, 
parties  were  left  with  provisions  and  ammunition  to 
collect  seal-skins  for  colonial  vessels  on  those  coasts. 
There  being  but  few  natives  in  that  part,  it  was  pro- 
bably some  time  before  the  two  races  came  into  col- 
lision ;  but  I  have  met  in  New  Zealand  a  person  who 
is  now  attached  as  interpreter  to  the  local  Government, 
and  who  had  about  that  period  led  the  hazardous  life  of 
a  sealer  in  the  south.  He  related  to  me  many  hair- 
breadth escapes,  and  numerous  instances  in  which  the^ 
physical  superiority  and  union  of  the  Europeans  had 
been  required  to  maintain  their  position  and  defend 
themselves  from  the  unprovoked  aggressions  of  their 
treacherous  neighbours. 

But  the  foundation  of  the  whaling  settlements  on 
shore  seems  to  have  been  laid  about  1827,  when  the 
same  men  who  had  for  years  previously  pursued  the 
arduous  life  of  a  sealer  along  the  coasts  of  the  Middle 
Island  and  Foveaux's  Strait  were  encouraged  to  en- 
gage in  the  pursuit  of  the  whale,  and  to  form  esta- 

Principal   Chaplain   of  New   South   Wales/    by   John   Liddiaid 
Nicholas,  Esq.,  in  2  vols.,  London,  1817,  vol.  i.  p.  215. 
*  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  37  ;  vol.  ii.  p»  206.  -         .  i 
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blishments  for  that  purpose  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  Kapiti,  and  Cloudy  Bay. 
The  two  latter  places  were  for  many  years  great 
rendezvous  for  whaling-ships,  and  some  of  their  crews 
also  formed  stations  on  the  land. 

At  this  period  the  native  wars  were  raging  in  all  their 
fury.  Rauperaha  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  totally  expel- 
ling "  Bloody  Jack  "  and  the  Nf^ahUau  tribe  from  their 
original  dwelling-place,  and  the  European  proteges,  for 
they  were  at  first  no  more,  had  to  share  in  the  hardships 
and  losses  of  the  invading  tribe  with  whom  they  had  fra- 
ternized. More  than  oncetheir  dwellings  were  burnt 
and  their  little  all  plundered,  in  a  succesaful  foray  of 
the  expelled  inhabitants.  I  have  already  spoken  of 
Fighting  Bay,  where  a  naval  engagement  took  place 
between  the  canoes  of  the  hostile  tribes,  from  which 
Rauperaha  barely  escaped  with  his  life. 

ITie  AVhite  men,  however,  increased  in  number, 
while  they  rebuilt  their  establishments,  and  by  com- 
munication with  Sydney  acquired  property,  by  which 
they  became  the  protectors  of  the  native.  The 
*  NgaUawa  tribes,  too,  in  their  migration  from  To' 
ranaki,  when  expelled  by  the  Tf^atkato,  had  formed 
populous  settlements  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. The  Ngahitau  no  longer  dared  come  from 
the  south  when  their  invaders  were  well  supplied 
with  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  and  reinforced  by  the 
whalers'  good  boats,  well  manned  and  equipped,  and 
additional  native  alUcB.  The  sharp  lances  and  har- 
poons could  serve  as  arms  in  case  of  necessity,  and  the 
lig>if  -^>i'"'-  !>n;--t  rvni  a  forniidablo  opponent  to  the 
un\'. 

I  ■.  iio,  of  these  i"^tablishment8, 

thei.  <:-'\-'-  ■    '    "'  •'<5';n  very  pre 

cariLi  !  1    i    '  -  ile  unprovided 
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even  with  tlie  means  of  pursuing  their  trade  in  the 
most  profitable  manner.  The  carcass  of  the  whale 
had  often  to  be  abandoned  for  want  of  casks  in  which 
to  stow  the  oil,  and  the  whalebone  was  the  only  re- 
ward which  they  earned  by  their  courage  and  skill. 

In  1839,  when  we  arrived  in  Cook's  Strait,  their 
relations  with  Sydney  were  upon  a  more  regular  foot- 
ing, and  they  had  been  for  several  years  uninterrupted 
by  hostile  inroads  from  pursuing  their  occupation. 
The  whaling-town  of  "  Tarwhite "  I  have  already 
partly  described,  as  well  as  the  numerous  stations  at 
Kapiti  and  Cloudy  Bay. 

In  the  first  beginning,  these  men  associated  together 
in  small  parties,  and  agreed  upon  one  more  skilful  than 
the  rest  to  direct  the  boat  and  take  the  principal  part  in 
killing  the  whale ;  but  his  authority  probably  extended 
no  further.  As  these  establishments  became  more  nu- 
merous, and  were  regularly  fitted  out  and  maintained 
by  merchants  in  Sydney,  not  only  were  the  members  of 
a  "  party"  enrolled  under  articles  to  serve  for  the 
season,  but  the  head  man  of  each  obtained  a  species  of 
despotic  authority,  maintained  both  on  shore  and  in 
the  boats  by  the  exertion  of  a  strong  will.  The  result 
was  a  discipline  almost  as  good  as  that  of  a  man-of- 
war,  which  could  not  fail  to  excite  admiration. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  there  exists  among  the 
whalers  a  certain  code  of  laws,  handed  down  by  tradi- 
tion, and  almost  universally  adhered  to,  relating  to 
adverse  claims  to  a  whale.  Each  whaling-bay  has  its 
own  law  or  custom ;  but  they  are  generally  very 
similar.  It  is  recognized,  for  instance,  that  he  who 
has  once  made  fast  has  a  right  to  the  whale,  even 
should  he  be  obliged  to  cut  his  line,  so  long  as  his 
harpoon  remains  in  her ;  and  each  harpooner  knows 
his  own  weapon  by  some  private  mark.      The  boat 
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making  fast  to  the  calf  lias  a  right  to  the  cow,  because 
she  will  never  desert  her  young.  A  boat  demanding 
assistance  from  the  boat  of  a  rival  party  shares  equally 
with  its  assistant  on  receiving  the  required  help. 
These  and  many  other  regulations  are  never  written 
down,  but  are  so  well-known  that  a  dispute  rarely 
arises,  and  if  so,  is  settled  according  to  precedent  by 
the  oldest  **  headsmen."  The  only  instance  I  ever 
knew  of  going  to  law  on  the  subject  occurred  in  1843, 
when  a  boat  had  seized  a  whale  that  drifted  from  her 
anchorage,  and  returned  the  harpoon  remaining  in  her 
to  its  owner.  The  whale  was  nearly  ten  miles  from 
the  place  where  she  was  killed ;  but  universal  indigna- 
tion was  expressed  against  the  man  who  insisted  on 
appealing  to  a  court  of  justice  against  the  "  laws  of  the 
«  bay/' 

The  season  for  which  the  men  engage  themselves 
begins  with  the  month  of  May,  and  lasts  till  the  be- 
ginning of  October,  thus  extending  over  five  months 
which  include  the  winter.  It  is  during  this  season 
that  the  female  or  cow  whales  resort  to  the  coasts  of 
New  Zealand  with  their  young  calves ;  and  this  in 
such  numbers  during  some  years,  that  whaling- ships 
were  accustomed  to  anchor  at  Kapiti,  Port  Underwood, 
and  the  ports  in  Banks's  Peninsula,  and  thus  to  carry 
on  a  fishery  subject  to  less  hardship  than  in  the  open 
seas. 

The  men  are  enrolled  under  three  denominations : — 
headsman,  boat-steerery  and  common  man.  The  heads- 
man  is,  as  his  name  implies,  the  commander  of  a  boat ; 
and  his  place  is  at  the  helm  except  during  the  moment 
of  killing  the  whale,  which  task  falls  to  his  lot.  The 
boaUsteerer  pulls  the  oar  nearest  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
fastens  to  the  whale  with  the  harpoon,  and  takes  his 
name  from  having  to  steer  the  boat  under  the  heads- 
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man's  directions,  while  the  latter  kills  the  whale. 
The  common  men  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  ply  their 
oars  according  to  orders ;  except  one^  called  the  ttib 
oarsman,  who  sits  next  to  the  tub  containing  the  whale* 
line,  and  has  to  see  that  no  entanglement  takes  place. 
The  wages  are  shares  of  the  profits  of  the  fishery,  ap- 
portioned to  the  men  according  to  their  rank ; — the 
headsman  getting  more  shares  than  the  boat-steerer, 
and  the  boat-steerer  than  the  common  man.  The 
leader  of  the  "  party"  commands  one  of  the  boats,  is 
called  the  "  chief  headsman,"  and  is  said  to  "  head"  the 
party,  as  each  headsman  is  said  to  "  head"  his  own  boat. 
The  boat-steerer  or  harpooner  is  likewise  said  to  "  steer'* 
the  boat  to  which  he  belongs,  or,  more  firequently,  its 
headsman.  Thus,  on  meeting  two  whalers,  and  asking 
them  what  is  their  situation,  one  might  answer,  "I 
"heads  the  Kangaroo,"  while  the  other  would  say* 
"  and  I  steers  Big  George." 

Their  whole  language  in  fact  is  an  argot,  or  slang, 
almost  unintelligible  to  a  stranger.  All  their  principal 
characters  enjoy  distinctive  appellations,  like  the  heroes 
of  the  Iliad.  Thus  I  know  one  of  the  chief  headsmen 
who  was  never  called  anything  but  "  the  old  man." 
Another  was  called  "  Long  Bob ;"  a  third  "  Butcher 
"  Nott;"  and  a  fourth,  an  American,  "Horse  Lewis," 
to  distinguish  him  from  his  two  brothers  of  the  same 
name.  I  have  already  said  that  Joseph  Toms,  of  Te^ 
aworiti  and  Porirua,  never  went  by  any  other  name  than 
"  Geordie  Bolts."  Another  was  only  known  as  "  Bill 
"the  Steward."  "  Flash  Bill,"  "  Gipsey  Smith,"  and 
"  Fat  Jackson,"  "  French  Jim,"  "  Bill  the  Cooper," 
and  "  Black  Peter,"  may  be  allowed  to  conclude  our 
selection  from  the  titles  of  the  whaling  peerage.  Then 
every  article  of  trade  with  the  natives  has  its  slang 
term, — in   order  that  they  may  converse  with  each 
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other  respecting  a  purchase  without  initiating  tha 
native  into  their  calculations.  Thus  pigs  and  pota« 
toes  were  respectively  represented  hy  ''  grufUers  *'  and 
"  sptids;  "  guns,  powder,  blankets,  pipes,  and  tobacco,  by 
** shooting-stickSf  dust,  spreaders, stecmiers,^^  bxA^^weed;' 
A  chief  was  called  a  '^nob /'  a  slave,  a  ''doctor;''  a 
woman,  a  "  heifer;'*  a  girl,  a  " titter;''  and  a  child,  a 
"  squeaker'*  I'hen  for  the  different  native  chiefs  they 
had  also  private  names, — ^such  as  "  Satan,"  /*  the  Old 
"Sarpent,"  '^the  Bully,"  « the  Badger,"  "the  Sneak," 
*'  the  Greybeard,"  "  the  Murderer,"  "  the  Wild  Fel- 
"  low,"  and  "  the  Long  un." 

The  parties,  enrolled  in  Sydney  received  an  advance 
and  spent  it  there ;  a  brig  or  schooner  then  carried  the 
whole  "  mob,"  as  the  party  was  sometimes  called,  to 
their  station  in  New  Zealand,  with  new  boats,  tackle, 
provisions,  spirits,  goods  with  which  to  barter  for  fire- 
wood and  £resh  food  from  the  natives,  clothing,  tobacco, 
and  various  other  necessaries,  which  were  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  chief  headsman,  and  charged  to  him  at 
an  immense  profit  by  the  owner  of  the  party  in  Sydney, 
as  an  advance  on  the  produce  of  the  season.  Arrived  in 
New  2iealand,  the  party  was  joined  by  such  members  as 
had  considered  it  convenient  or  agreeable  to  spend  their 
summer  there,  and  soon  stood  on  a  complete  footing. 

The  boats,  which  are  now  painted  and  fitted 
up,  deserve  a  particular  description.  The  whale- 
boat  is  a  long  clinker-built  boat,  sharp  at  both 
ends,  and  higher  out  of  water  at  the  head  and  stern 
than  amidships,  about  twenty  to  thirty  feet  long,  and 
varying  in  breadth  according  to  the  make.  At  the 
stern,  a  planking  even  with  the  gunwales  reaches  five 
or  six  feet  forward,  and  is  perforated  perpendicularly 
by  the  loggerhead,  a  cylindrical  piece  of  wood  about 
six  inches  in  diameter,  which  is  used  for  checking  the 
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whale-line  by  taking  a  turn  or  two  round  it.  On  this, 
too,  it  is  customary  to  cut  a  notch  for  every  whale 
killed  by  the  boat.  The  old-fashioned  boats  were  ge- 
nerally made  to  pull  five  oars,  the  rowers  of  which 
were  called  respectively,  beginning  from  the  bow,  the 
boat-steerer,  bow-oarsman,  midship-oarsman,  tub-oars- 
man, and  after-oarsman.  Boats  are  now  built,  how- 
ever, for  the  shore-parties,  to  pull  six,  seven,  and  even 
eight  oars.  I  believe  an  uneven  number  is  the  best, 
as  in  that  case  there  remains  an  equal  force  on  each 
side  of  the  boat  when  the  boat-steerer,  who  is  also 
harpooner,  stands  up  to  do  his  work.  The  boat  is 
steered  by  means  of  a  long  and  ponderous  oar,  called 
the  steer-oar,  which  leans  on  a  piece  of  wood  fixed  ta 
the  stern-post,  and  is  confined  to  its  place  by  a  strap 
reaching  from  the  top  of  the  stem-post  to  the  end  of 
the  support.  The  oar,  however,  moves  freely  in  this 
loop,  and  is  generally  covered  with  leather  for  eighteen 
inches  of  its  length  to  protect  it  from  wear  and  tear. 
Close  to  the  handle  is  a  transverse  iron  peg,  which  is 
held  with  the  right  hand,  and  serves  to  turn  the  oar. 
The  headsman  stands  up  to  steer  in  the  stern-sheets,  and 
exhibits  great  skill  in  the  management  of  the  steer-oar, 
which  is  twenty-seven  feet  long  in  large  boats.  In  a 
rough  sea,  an  inexperienced  person  would  not  fail  to  be 
thrown  overboard  by  it,  but  a  whaler  manages  it  with 
great  ease  and  grace.  The  oars  pull  between  thole- 
pins, which  always  have  a  small  thole-mat  and  spare 
pin  attached,  and  are  also  protected  by  leather.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  boat  to  the  tholes,  below  the 
level  of  the  thwarts,  a  piece  of  wood  with  a  small  niche 
is  strongly  fixed  to  the  side  of  the  boat.  This  is  for 
"  peaking  the  oars,"  or  placing  the  handles  into,  with- 
out taking  the  oar  out  of  the  thole,  so  that  the  blade  of 
the  oar  remains  out  of  reach  of  the  water,  whether 
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sailing  or  running  when  fast  to  a  whale.  A  boat  in 
the  act  of  peaking  her  oars  to  stop,  is  said  to  "  heave 
*'  up."  The  mast  and  large  lug-sail  are  stowed,  while 
rowing,  under  the  after-thwart  with  the  other  end  pro- 
jecting on  the  starboard  hand  of  the  helmsman,  who 
can  thus  stow  or  unstow  it  himself.  A  whiff,  or  light 
flag-stajff  with  fancy  colours  attached,  is  stowed  with 
the  mast  and  sail.  The  mast  is  shipped  in  the  bow  or 
second  thwart,  and  the  halyards  are  made  fast  to  the 
midship-thwart.  These  boats  are  very  fast  under  sail, 
and  will  bear  a*  great  press  of  canvas.  In  the  bow  of 
the  boat  a  planking,  similar  to  that  in  the  stern,  reaches 
some  ihree  or  four  feet  aft,  and  has  at  its  after  end  a 
notch  large  enough  to  admit  a  man*8  leg.  This  is  to 
steady  the  harpooner  while  striking  the  whale.  One 
of  the  forward  thole-pins  is  called  the  crutch,  from 
having  In-anches  on  it  which  support  the  harpoons  ready 
for  use.  The  harpoon  is  an  iron  weapon,  shaped  like 
the  top  of  a  fleur-de-lis,  and  barbed  so  as  not  to  draw 
out.  It  is  placed  on  an  ashen  handle,  five  feet  long^ 
and  its  point  is  covered  by  a  small  wooden  case.  The 
line  is  already  fast  to  them,  and  communicates  with 
two  tubs  in  the  middle  of  the  boat,  in  which  two  hun- 
dred fathoms  of  whale -line  are  neatly  coiled.  Spare 
harpoons,  and  lances  with  oval  steel-pointed  heads,  all 
covered  at  the  points,  are  ranged  under  the  thwarts ;  a 
light  kedge  is  in  the  head-sheets,  a  water-keg  and  a 
bottle  of  grog  are  placed  in  the  stern-sheets,  with  the 
pea-coats  of  the  crew,  and  a  box  of  biscuit  if  they  ex- 
pect to  remain  out  late.  Sometimes  a  "  spade  "  is  added 
to  the  armoury  of  the  boat ;  this  is  a  sharp  iron  weapon, 
like  a  small  baker  s  shovel,  on  a  long  handle.  It  is 
used  by  some  of  the  boldest  whalers  to  cut  about  the 
whale's  tail  and  render  her  less  dangerous  after  she  has 
been  struck. 

VOL.  I.  Y 
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Tfae  botits  iu%  fancifully  painted  by  tiheir  headsmen 
with  mouldinge  of  different  colours,  and  a  '•  nose  "  dif- 
ferent from  the  body.  In  the  nose  is  generally  painted 
some  fanciful  design,  as  a  star,  a  crescent,  a  ball,  or  an 
eye.  The  name,  too,  frequently  figures  along  the  out- 
side of  the  stem-sheets. 

The  words  of  command  are,  as  they  need  be,  short 
and  clear ;  one  side  is  called  the  two-side,  where  the 
two  oars  are  in  the  five-oared  boat,  and  the  other  the 
three-side  ;  but  in  giving  directions,  the  headsman  only 
says,  "  pull  two,  back  three,"  or  vice  versa.  The  other 
terms  of  head  all,  starn  all,  peak,  heave  up,  &c.,  require 
no  explanation.  These  boats  are  remarkably  lively  in 
a  sea-way,  will  run  very  long  before  a  gale  of  wind  with 
safety,  and  will  land  safely  through  a  very  high  surf. 
They  often  run  on  when  they  are  obliged  to  reef  the 
sail  by  fastening  the  weather  yard-arm  to  the  gunwale ; 
and  are  believed  capable  of  standing  any  weather,  if 
hove-to  with  the  steer-oar  peaked,  under  the  lee  of  a 
raft  formed  of  the  oars,  mast,  and  sail.  Some  years 
ago,  two  whale-boats  reached  Guam  in  safety  from 
Drummond's  reef  near  the  Equator,  where  their  vessel 
had  been  wrecked.  During  heavy  weather,  they  had 
frequent  recourse  to  this  plan,  in  the  course  of  their 
perilous  voyage  of  two  thousand  miles. 

The  try-works,  or  large  iron  vats  for  boiling  out  the 
oil,  are  also  cleaned,  repaired,  or  renewed  as  circum- 
stances may  require ;  the  ways  for  launching  the  boats 
are  strengthened  and  repaired ;  the  .slieem  and  scaf- 
folding with  their  tackle,  the  windhiss,  and   planked 
way,  used  for  cutting  the  blubber  oflF  the  whale,  awt  ^ 
looked  to,  and  made  tit  for  use  ;  the  boat-shedB,  dip^^| 
ing-houses,  cook-house,  and  cooperage  are  ma 
ther-tight   against    the  winter;    and  the    pp 
and  other  "  property  "  ai "  way.     The 
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oflSicers  have  been  selected — such  as  cooper,  carpenter, 
steward,  cooks,  painter,  and  "tonguer."  The  last- 
mentioned  dignitary  >takes  his  name  from  having  an 
exclusive  right  to  the  oil  obtained  from  the  tongue 
and  other  interior  parts  of  the  whale,  in  payment  of 
his  duty  of  "  cutting-in,"  or  dissecting,  the  whale.  To 
a  large  party  there  was  generally  attached  a  clerk,  who 
kept  the  accounts  of  each  man  at  the  store  ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  men  were  all  allowed  to  run  into  debt  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season,  receiving  clothing,  to- 
bacco, and  spirits  at  most  exorbitant  prices,  so  that  the 
balance,  if  any,  to  be  paid  them  in  money  at  the  end 
of  the  season  might  be  as  small  as  possible.  Then  the 
station  was  provisioned  with  potatoes  and  firewood 
bought  from  the  natives;  pigs  bought,  killed,  and 
salted  down,  and  every  preparation  made. 

A  very  important  one  was  the  providing  the  whole 
party  with  native  wives  for  the  season.  Those  men 
who  had  remained  during  the  summer  were  generally 
provided  with  a  permanent  companion,  among  whose 
relations  they  had  been  living,  either  in  perfect  idle- 
ness, or  employed  in  cultivating  a  small  patch  of  land, 
or  in  buying  pork  and  potatoes  from  the  natives  and 
selling  them  again  for  goods  to  the  ships  which 
touched  on  the  coast.  But  the  men  who  returned 
regularly  with  the  oil  to  Sydney,  or  were  then  enter- 
ing on  their  first  season,  went  with  such  of  their 
comrades  as  were  well  known  by  the  natives  to  the 
lifferent  villages  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  the  purpose 

a  helpmate  during  the  season.     Regular 
struck  between  the  experienced  headsman 
;and  the'  ►ns  of  the  girls  selected 

tbi»  s  were  punctually  ad- 

•^ife  was  negligent  or 
g,  clothes-mending, 
y2 
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and  washing,  the  uncle  or  father  would  often  take 
away  the  delinquent  and  bring  another  more  fitted  to 
perform  his  part  of  the  bargain.  The  whaler's  part 
consisted  in  a  payment  made  on  the  completion  of  the 
bargain,  and  in  a  certain  degree  of  indulgence  to  the 
begging  visits  of  his  new  relations  during  the  season. 
This  provision  appears  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  necessary 
one  by  the  headsmen;  and  doubtless  contributes 
much  to  the  cleanliness,  steadiness,  and  good  order  ol 
the  men.  The  duty  of  the  wahine  is  to  get  up  an 
hour  before  daybreak  ;  cook  the  breakfast  and  arrange 
what  her  lord  means  to  take  in  the  boat,  which  ought 
to  start  before  the  day  ;  wash  and  mend  his  clothes ; 
keep  the  house  in  order ;  and  prepare  his  supper  for 
his  return.  Then  upon  her  reposes  the  task  of  grant- 
ing hospitality  to  the  traveller  while  the  master  of  the 
house  is  away.  And  to  these  she  often  adds  the  vo- 
luntary one  of  exposing  herself  to  the  brutality  of  the 
latter  and  his  companions,  excited  by  her  attempts  to 
dissuade  him  from  the  drunken  orgies  and  wild  scenes 
of  combat  which  frequently  succeed  the  return  from 
the  chase.  ITiese  whalers'  wives  are  generally  distin- 
guished by  a  strong  aflfection  for  their  companion  ;  are 
very  quick  in  acquiring  habits  of  order  and  cleanli- 
ness ;  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  whalers 
and  their  own  countrymen ;  and  often  manage  to  ob- 
tain a  strong  influence  over  the  wild  passions  of  the 
former.  Wives  in  everything  but  the  ceremony, 
many  of  them  become  so  formally  on  the  arrival  of  an 
English  clergyman  in  the  neighbourhood- 
form  a  very  pleasing  part  of  the  picture,  assisl 
the  civilization  of  their  own  countrymen  by  sh^ 
their  esteem  for  the  estimable  qualities  of  the 
civilized  man,  while  they  partly  succeed  in  soft 
and  destroying  those  blameable  features  in  his  i 
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character  which  nature  teaches  them  to  pity  rather 
than  to  despise. 

The  preliminary  orgies  are  nearly  over ;  the  clerk 
stops  the  advances  until  something  has  been  earned ; 
the  headsmen  administer  a  severe  personal  castigation 
to  some  few  notorious  characters  who  grumble  at 
this  curtailment  of  their  ease;  the  boats  are  prac- 
tised every  day  in  pulling  and  sailing ;  when  at  length, 
one  morning  early  in  May,  a  whale  is  signalled  from  a 
hill  near  the  bay,  where  a  look-out  is  constantly  kept. 

Three  or  four  boats  are  quickly  launched,  and  leave 
the  ways  at  a  racing-pace ;  the  boats  of  the  rival  sta- 
tions are  seen  gathering  towards  the  same  point ;  and 
the  occasional  spout  of  the  whale,  looking  like  a  «mall 
column  of  smoke  on  the  horizon,  indicates  the  direc- 
tion to  be  taken.  A  great  deal  of  stratagem  and  ge- 
neralship is  now  shown  by  the  different  headsmen  in 
their  manoeuvres  to  be  first  *'  alongside."  The  whale 
may  probably  go  for  two  or  three  miles  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  then,  after  the  various  speed  of  the  boats  has 
placed  them  in  a  long  file,  tailing  one  after  the  other, 
suddenly  reverse  the  position  by  appearing  close  to  the 
last  boat.  The  six  and  seven  oared  boats  have  greatly 
the  advantage  while  the  chase  continues  in  a  straight 
line ;  but  the  short,  old-fashioned  five  has  the  best  of 
it  if  the  fish  makes  many  turns  and  doubles.  It  is 
very  common  for  some  of  the  boats  to  dog  the  motions 
of  that  of  a  rival  party  commanded  by  a  headsman  of 
known  experience ;   and  thus   two   boats  may   some- 

(8  be  seen   starting    suddenly  in   a  direction  to- 

to  that  taken  *by  the  others,  and  a  race 

between  these  two,  the  rest  having  no 

f*ld  i  one  of  these  two  has 

e  in  the  tide,  wind,  or 
noticed  in  the  last 
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spout,  that  the  fish  would  alter  its  course  a  point  or 
two;  and  another  headsman,  who  has  been  atten- 
tively watching  his  movements,  at  last  declares  that 
"  George  is  off,"  and,  with  a  fresh  word  of  encourage^ 
ment  to  his  crew,  follows  swiftly  in  his  wake. 

The  chase  now  becomes  animating  :  this  last  'ma- 
noeuvre h{is  cut  off  a  considerable  angle  described  by 
the  whale ;  her  course  and  that  of  the  boats  almost 
cross  each  other;  and  the  crisis  seems  approaching. 
The  headsman  urges  his  rowers  to  exertion  by  en- 
couraging descriptions  of  the  animal's  appearance. 
"  There  she  breaches ! "  *  shouts  he  ;  "  and  there  goes 
"  the  calf ! "  "  Give  way,  my  lads  ;  sharp  and  strong's 
"  the  word  ! — there  she  spouts  again ! — give  way  in 
"  the  lull ! — make  her  spin  through  it !  George  a'n't 
"  two  boats*  lengths  a-head  of  us.  Hurrah !  Now 
"  she  feels  it, — pull  while  the  squall  lasts  !  Pull ! — 
"  go  along,  my  boys !"  All  this  time  he  is  helping  the 
after-oarsman  by  propelling  his  oar  with  the  left  hand 
while  he  steers  with  the  right.  This  is  technically 
called  "  backing-^pJ'  Each  oar  bends  in  a  curve  ;  the 
foam  flies  from  her  bows  as  a  tide-ripple  is  passed ;  and 
both  boats  gain  perceptibly  on  the  whale.  "  And 
"  there  goes  flukes ! "  continues  the  headsman,  as  the 
huge  animal  makes  a  bound  half  out  of  water,  and 
shows  its  broad  tail  as  it  plunges  again  head-first  into 
the  sea.  "  Send  us  alongside,  my  lads  —now  give 
*'  way ! — hurrah,  my  boimies — hearty  and  strong ! — 
"  hurrah !  I  '11  wager  a  pint  (there  goes  the  calf 
"  again!) — I'll  wager  she  tries  out  eight  tun  if  she 
"  makes  a  gallon — hurrah !  hurrah  !  hurrah  then  ! — 
"  three  or  four  strokes  more  and  she  '11  come  up  under 
**  our  nose.  Stand  up.  Bill !"  The  boat-steerer  peaks 
his  oar,  places  one  leg  in  the  round  notch  in  the  irivot^ 

*  She  leaps  out  of  the  water. 
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of  the  boat,  and  poises  the  harpoon,  with  line  attached, 
over  his  head. 

A  new  hand,  pulling  one  of  the  oars,  begins  to  look 
frightened,  and  flags  at  his  work,  looking  occasionally 
over  his  shoulder;  a  volley  of  oaths  from  the  headsman 
accompanies  a  threat  to  "  break  every  bone  in  his  skin 
"  if  he  Jitnffs  now  ;"  and,  beginning  to  fear  the  man 
more  than  the  fish,  he  hardens  his  heart  and  puUs 
steadily  on. 

A  momentary  pause  is  occasioned  hy  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  whale,  which  at  last  rises  close  to  the  rival 
boat.  Their  boat-steerer,  a  young  hand  lately  pro- 
moted, misses  the  whale  with  his  harpoon,  and  is 
instantly  knocked  down  by  a  water-keg  flung  full  in 
his  face  by  his  enraged  headsman,  who  spares  no  "  bad 
"  French"  in  explaining  his  motives.  Our  original 
friend  then  manoeuvres  his  boat  steadily  to  the  place 
where  the  whale  will  probably  appear  next.  "  Pull 
"  two,  back  three !"  shouts  he,  following  a  sudden  turn 
in  the  whale's  wake ;  and,  as  she  rises  a  few  yards  in 
front  of  the  boat,  he  cries  in  rapid  succession,  "  Look 
"  out ! — all  clear  ? — give  it  her ! "  and  the  harpoon 
flies  true  and  straight  into  the  black  mass.  This  is 
called  "  making  fast."  "  Peak  your  oars,"  says  the 
headsman  ;  the  line  whistles  over  the  bow ;  a  turn  is 
taken  round  the  loggerhead  to  check  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  line  runs  out,  and  the  boat  flies  positively 
through  the  water,  forming  ridges  of  foam  high  above 
her  sides.  The  men  sit  still  with  folded  arms  by  their 
[)e!iked  oars,  the  boat-steerer  with  a  small  hatchet  in 
his  hand  to  cut  the  Kne  should  any  entanglement 
occur  ;  and  the  itfV,or-(WirsinMJ  occasionally  pours  water 
on  the  loggrrhcad,  whirV  KrtRjkit!"  furiously.  Now  is 
shown  tiie  >  '  nng  the  boat 

at  this  In'ii  .;  every  mo. 
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tion  of  the  frightened  whale.  Now  he  gives  directions 
to  **haul  in/'  when  the  line  slackens;  now  says 
"  veer  away  again,"  as  the  fish  takes  a  new  start ;  and 
ever  and  anon  terrifies  the  new  hand,  who  can't  tell 
what's  going  to  happen,  into  a  sort  of  resignation^ 
The  others  seem  to  think  the  "running"  rather  a 
relief  from  work  than  anything  else ;  they  positively 
look  as  if  they  would  smoke  their  pipes,  were  it  not 
against  all  rule. 

The  whale  rapidly  takes  the  line, — and  the  200 
fathoms  in  the  boat  are  nearly  exhausted  by  its  sudden 
determination  to  try  the  depth  of  water,  technically 
called  "  sounding ;" — but  another  boat  of  the  same 
party,  which  had  "  hove  up,"  or  peaked  her  oars,  when 
the  chase  was  resigned  to  the  two,  comes  up  in  answer 
to  a  whiff  hoisted  by  our  boat,  and  fixes  a  new  harpoon 
in  the  whale  as  she  rises  to  take  breath.  She  soon 
becomes  exhausted  with  her  efforts,  runs  less  rapidly, 
and  rises  more  frequently  to  the  surface ;  and  the  heads- 
man at  last  foresees  the  lucky  moment. 

"  Come  aft ! "  he  cries  ;  and  he  and  the  boat-steerer 
change  places.  The  boat  ceases  her  progress  as  the 
whale  stops  to  rest.  "Down  oars, — give  way!"  are 
the  orders  given  in  sharp,  clear  tones ;  and  the  crew,  at 
least  the  old  hands,  know  that  he  is  nerved  for  his 
work  by  the  decision  apparent  in  his  voice,  and  the 
way  in  which  he  balances  the  sharp,  bright,  oval- 
pointed  lance. 

The  whale  seems  to  sleep  on  the  surface ;  but  she 
is  slowly  preparing  for  a  move  as  the  boat  comes  up. 

He  follows  her  every  movement.  "  A  steady  pull ! 
"  Row  dry,  boys ! — lay  on !  Pull  two,  back  three ! — 
"  lay  on  !  head  of  all !  lay  me  alongside  !"  and,  as  the 
whale  slowly  rolls  one  fin  out  of  water,  the  lance  flies 
a  good  foot  into  the  spot  below  where  the  "  life"  is 
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said  to  be.  The  quick  obedience  to  his  instant  order 
of  "  stam  all — lay  off !"  saves  the  boat  from  annihila- 
tion, as  the  whale  swings  round  its  huge  tail  out  of 
water,  and  brings  it  down  with  a  tremendous  report 
She  then  "  breaches,"  or  leaps,  and  plunges  in  every 
direction ;  the  headsman  continues  to  direct  his  crew 
and  boat-steerer,  while  he  poises  a  new  lance,  and 
keeps  just  out  of  the  vortex  formed  by  her  evolutions ; 
the  assistant  boat  and  a  third  one  have  come  up,  and, 
being  all  of  one  party,  watch  outside  the  splashing  for 
the  best  chance.  One  goes  in,  and  having  fixed  a 
lance,  receives  a  blow  which  smashes  the  boat  and  two 
men's  legs ;  the  third  boat  picks  up  the  men  ;  our 
first  man  at  last  gets  steered  into  the  vortex,  gives  a 
well -aimed  lance  in  the  life,  and  retreats  from  the 
foam,  which  receives  a  roseate  hue.  The  monster  leaps 
out  of  the  sea,  flourishing  her  tail  and  fins,  and  strikes 
the  water  with  a  noise  as  loud  as  cannon.  She  wrig- 
gles, and  plunges,'  and  twists,  more  furiously  than 
ever,  and  splashes  blood  over  the  boat's  crew,  who 
still  restrain  their  excitement  and  remain  collected  in 
all  that  they  do.  She  is  now  in  her  "  flurry ;" — she 
is  said  to  "  spout  thick  blood ;"  and  is  a  sure  prize. 
The  boat,  by  great  good  management,  escapes  all 
accident ;  and  the  headsman  chuckles  as  he  cuts  a 
notch  on  the  loggerhead,  and  gives  the  crew  a  **  tot 
"  all  round,"  promising  the  novice  that  he  will  have  to 
treat  the  party  to  a  gallon  to-night,  in  order  to  pay  his 
footing  on  killing  his  first  fish. 

If  the  tide  is  favourable,  all  the  boats  of  the 
assemble,  and  tow  the  whale  home ;  if  unfavo 
she  is  anchored  for  the  night ;   and  the  b'^' ' 
ways  at  dusk.    A  drunken  rejoicing  las^ 
of  the  night ;  the  headsmen  meet  in  tl 
at  8upi)er,  and  spin  long  yarns  about  / 
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feats,  the  speed  of  their  new  boats,  the  strength  of  their 
crews,  and  the  likelihood  of  a  good  season ;  the  doctor, 
generally  the  runaway  surgeon  of  a  whaling-ship,  who 
gets  fed  and  clothed  by  all  the  neighbouring  stations, 
attends  to  the  broken  limbs ;  and  the  little  town  gra- 
dually subsides  into  silence,  now  and  then  interrupted 
by  the  barking  of  a  bull-dog  from  one  of  the  huts,  or 
the  jibbering  of  a  night-bird  (called  the  titi  porangi) 
as  it  flies  across  the  bay.  So  passes  the  season ;  except 
that  while  a  whale  is  trying  out,  the  operation  goes  on 
night  and  day;  alternate  gangs,  still  commanded  by 
their  headsmen,  being  **  on  watch "  at  the  try- works, 
lliis  has  been  already  described  at  Te-awa-iti. 

Should  a  stranger  visit  the  settlement  on  his  travels, 
he  is  met  by  a  hearty  welcome.  The  best  of  eating 
and  drinking  is  placed  before  him ;  the  steward  and 
the  women  are  ordered  to  attend  to  him  while  the 
boats  are  away ;  and  the  best  bunk  is  prepared  for  hhn 
at  night.  For  the  information  of  those  who  do  not 
know  what  a  bunk  is,  I  must  explain  that  it  is  a  bed- 
place  built  against  the  wall  of  a  house  or  ship.  They 
are  commonly  ranged  in  double  tier,  like  those  in  the 
saloon  of  a  Channel  steamer. 

A  whaler  s  house  is  generally  built  by  the  natives. 
It  is  either  entirely  composed  of  reeds  and  rushes  woven 
over  a  wooden  frame, — or  else  the  walls  consist  of  a 
wattled  hurdle  made  of  supple-jack  (kareav)  covered 
inside  and  out  with  clay,  and  the  roof  is  thatched.  A 
huge  chimney  nearly  fills  one  end  of  the  house ; — and 
generally  swarms  with  natives,  iron  pots  and  kettles, 
favourite  dogs,  and  joints  of  the  whale's  backbone, 
which  serve  as  stools.  A  view  of  some  fine  hams^ 
bacon,  and  fish,  repays  the  exertion  of  peering  through 
the  wood-smoke  up  the  chimney.  Bunks  with  neat 
curtains  line  the  greater  part  of  the  sides  of  the  house. 
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A  large  deal  table  and  two  long  benches  stand  in  the 
middle  of  the  hard  earthen  floor.  The  rafters  support 
spare  coils  of  rope,  oars,  masts  and  sails,  lances,  spades 
and  harpoons,  and  a  tin  oil-lamp  carefully  burnished. 
Two  square  holes  in  the  wall  serve  as  windows,  with 
wooden  shutters  for  the  night.  The  harness-cask  (for 
salt  meat),  flour-keg,  and  water-butt,  stand  on  one  side, 
and  a  neat  dresser,  shining  with  bright  tin  dishes  and 
a  few  glasses  and  articles  of  crockery,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  door.  On  the  threshold  an  old  mongrel 
pig-dog,  scarred  all  over  the  head  and  neck  by  repeated 
battles,  lies  repelling  the  advances  of  a  tame  sow,  and 
those  of  some  begging  natives,  who  have  an  equal 
desire  to  be  allowed  the  opportunity  of  picking  up  any- 
thing which  may  have  been  left  about  inside.  Two 
or  three  of  the  Maori  are  asleep,  rolled  in  their 
blankets  against  the  sunny  wall ;  and  a  few  half-caste 
children  are  playing  with  the  goats  or  hallooing  at  the 
fowls  and  pigeons  on  the  oily  beach  before  the  house. 
The  great  cleanliness  and  neatness  which  prevail 
in  the  house,  and  in  the  dress  of  the  native  women 
and  their  children,  reminds  one  of  a  Dutch  coaster ; 
this  is  evidently  a  point  on  which  the  whaler  is  ex- 
ceedingly particular. 

Should  a  vessel  heave  in  sight,  boats  will  pull  out 
a  long  distance  to  meet  her,  and  pilot  her  in.     This 
arises  partly  from  a  wish  to  hear  news,  and  partly 
from  the  proverbial  readiness  of  the  sailor  to  assist  his 
fellow.     When  the  Tory  was  lying  at  Kapiti  in  O07 
tober  1839,  a  brig  was  seen  to  the  southward,  makin 
vain  attempts  to  reach  the  anchorage  against  e 
north-west  gale.     Ignorant  of  the  locality,  ai 
handed,  the  captain  was  exposing  himself  1 
favourable  tide,  and  losing  ground.     Tomj 
the    "  old  man"    who   headed   the  princip 
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started  in  the  worst  of  the  gale  to  get  on  board.  The 
vessel  was  badly  managed;  and,  by  wearing  instead  of 
tacking,  missed  the  bc^t,  which  was  thus  left  about 
three  miles  from  the  station,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy 
tide-rip,  to  struggle  back  againist  a  spring-tide  and 
gale  of  wind.  For  two  hours  the  boat  remained 
pulling  in  the  same  spot,  unable  to  advance.  At 
length  the  tide  slackened,  and  we  saw  the  tired  crew 
haul  up  the  boat  on  the  ways.  The  brig  was  by  this 
time  ten  miles  off,  and  the  gale  more  violent  than 
ever.  One  of  the  men  muttered  as  he  walked  to  his 
house  that  "  he  had  not  signed  to  pull  after  Sydney 
"  brigs."  The  "old  man"  turned  round  and  said  with 
a  string  of  oaths,  "  You  grumble,  do  you?  I  shall  pull 
^*out  to  her  again. — Launch  my  boat!"  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  he  was  dissuaded  from  the  en- 
terprise, which  would  probably  have  been  his  last.  This 
man's  station  on  Toktrmapunay  or  Evans's  Island,  was 
always  a  model  of  discipline.  His  boat  might  have 
been  taken  for  a  fancy  gig  from  a  man-of-war  or  yacht. 
She  was  painted  flesh-colour,  with  a  red  nose  bearing 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  feather ;  and  her  name,  the 
"  Saucy  Jack,'*  was  painted  near  the  stern.  The  crew 
were  generally  in  a  sort  of  uniform  ; — ^red  or  blue 
worsted  shirts,  with  white  binding  on  the  seams, — 
white  trowsers,  and  sou'-westers.  A  mat  was  in  the 
stem  sheets ;  the  tholes  were  carefully  covered  with 
matting ;  the  harpoons,  lances,  mast  and  sail,  and  the 
very  whiff,  were  protected  by  covers  of  canvass  painted 
green.  When  she  dashed  alongside  a  vessel  at  anchor, 
the  oars  were  shipped,  and  the  steer-oar  was  drawn  in 
and  received  by  the  after-oarsman  as  the  headsman 
left  the  boat.  She  was  then  shoved  off,  with  a  line 
from  her  bow  thwart  to  the  vessel,  each  man  remain- 
ing at  his  place,  in  regular  man-o'-war  style.     The 
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same  order  and  discipline  is  preserved  at  the  different 
look-tmts  where  the  men  land,  while  waiting  titl 
whales  appear.  If  there  is  deep  water,  the  boat  is 
moored  o£f  the  beach,  with  a  shore-line ;  if  it  is  on  a 
shallow  coast,  as  between  fVaikanae  Point  and  Otaki, 
the  boat  is  hauled  up  out  of  the  tide  and  supported  by 
chocks,  and  a  boat-keeper  constantly  attends  to  her. 
Two  fires  are  lighted  for  each  crew ;  at  one  are  the 
headsman  and  boat-steerer,  the  rest  of  the  men  at  the 
other. 

They  have  sometimes  rery  hard  work :  in  seaaona 
when  the  whales  are  scarce,  I  have  seen  boats  from 
Kapkt  at  Herowenua,  a  distance  of  fifteen  mHes  to 
windward,  half  an  hour  after  daylight.  And  the  whole 
distance  is  rowed  without  a  rest ;  it  is  not  until  arrived 
on  the  ground  selected  for  the  day  that  the  headsman 
allows  them  to  peak  their  oars  and  light  a  pipe. 

They  seem  to  dare  the  elements  on  almost  all  occa- 
sions. I  have  seen  a  whale-boat  leave  Wellington  for 
Kaikora,  to  the  south  of  Cape  Campbell,  in  a  gale  of 
wind  which  kept  many  small  colters  in,  only  because 
Black  Murray,  the  chief  headsman,  thought  his  men 
had  enjoyed  drinking  enough  on  their  advances,  and 
because  he  thought  it  easier  to  get  them  away  to  the 
station  while  they  were  intoxicated.  He  got  safe  across, 
having  performed,  by  means  of  his  own  skill  and  pre- 
sence of  mind,  a  task  most  difficult  and  dangerous  even 
to  a  sober  boat's  crew. 

During  the  season  of  1843,  a  whale  pursued  by  seve- 
ral rival  boats  fled  into  the  surf  which  breaks  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  fmui  the  siiore  ofl'  Otak'i  m  or  after  heavy 
weather.  Mn>i  ..f'!,  •  \-..y.\\*  *<liove-up"  outside  the  surf; 
and  Ibelievf  II  I. .■udsuW'Ti  would  have  engaged 

even  to  knd  -  '"'^gtt^^  ^i^^  ^^ 

"  Steward,  J|^^^^^H^handy 
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boat,  went  boldly  in  after  the  fish,  fastened,  ran,  and 
killed  her,  all  in  the  surf. 

This  remarkable  decision  and  courage  has  also  dis* 
tinguished  them  in  their  disagreements  with  the  na- 
tives. Early  in  1843,  Rauperaha  and  Rangtha^ata^ 
intent  upon  plunder,  picked  a  quarrel  with  a  man 
named  "  Long  George "  who  headed  a  small  two-boat 
station  on  the  main  island  of  KapitL  They  surprised 
him  one  morning,  attended  by  their  retinue,  and  took 
away  everything  that  he  had,  including  his  boats,  to 
Rauperaha  s  island.  He  managed  to  communicate  with 
the  two  large  whaling-stations.  The  head  of  that  on 
Evans's  Island  refused  to  interfere,  dreading  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Magistrates  at  Wellington.  The  heads- 
men of  that  at  Te  Kau  o  ie  rangi  seem  to  have  known 
how  groundless  such  fears  were,  and  settled  the  affair 
with  promptitude  and  effect.  They  filled  two  or  three 
boats  with  men  armed  with  lances,  harpoons,  spades, 
or  old  rusty  muskets,  and  pulled  straight  down  to  Rem- 
peraha's  island. 

He  came  out  on  the  beach  as  they  approached,  and 
began  "  bouncing,"  as  it  is  called,  and  asking  their  in- 
tentions. 

"  We  '11  show  you  when  we  're  ashore !  '*  answered 
they  ;  and  jumping  out  of  their  boats,  they  surrounded 
him  and  Rangihaeata  with  their  dangerous  weapons, 
and  demanded  instant  restitution  of  everything  that  had 
been  taken. 

The  request  was  immediately  granted,  as  well  as  the 
additionally  submissive  terms  of  making  the  natives 
themselves  launch  the  boats,  and  put  the  other  goods 
into  them.  They  then  left  the  humbled  ruffians,  with 
a  promise  to  drive  them  right  away  from  KajMi  if  they 
committed  another  like  offence. 

In  some  of  the  stations,  the  common  men  are  all 
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native  lads ; — and  those  who  have  employed  them 
speak  well  of  the  experiment.  It  may  be  supposed  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  custom,  and  that  of  having  native 
wives,  the  whalers  had  effected  a  considerable  change 
among  the  natives  before  the  arrival  of  the  Tory.  We 
found  many  who  dreseed  constantly  in  European 
clothes,  and  spoke  a  good  deal  of  English  ; — some  few 
had  acquired  a  considerable  knowledge  of  carpentering; 
the  canoes  were  most  of  them  sailed  with  duck  sails 
instead  of  flax  ones,  and  steered  with  a  steer-oar,  in 
imitation  of  the  boats.  Two  boats  were  fitted  out  from 
the  native  village  of  ff^ekanut,  close  to  Te-awa-iti, 
entirely  by  natives  ;  who,  though  they  never  succeeded 
in  killing  a  whale,  often  made  fast,  and  received  20/. 
for  each  one  from  the  boat  which  profited  by  their  ex- 
ertions. Hiko  always  travels  in  a  whale-boat,  and  has 
been  known  to  fasten  on  a  whale.  The  natives  to  the 
south  are  said  to  be  still  more  forward  in  their  imi- 
tation of  the  industry  aud  skill  of  the  whalers  and 
sealers.  The  Ngahitau  tribe  are  reported  to  own 
thirty  large  sealing-boats.  Some  of  these  I  have  seen 
at  Kapiti,  during  a  visit  made  by  some  chiefs  of  that 
tribe  to  Rauperaka.  They  are  exceedingly  fine  sea- 
boats,  managed  with  a  steer-oar,  round  at  both  ends, 
and  ri^ed  with  two  lug-sails,  "  Bloody  Jack,"  their 
principal  chief,  is  said  to  manage  his  boat  with  the 
courage  and  skill  of  an  Englishman,  and  to  keep  out 
at  sea  in  harder  weather  than  any  of  his  countrymen 
during  their  expeditions  along  the  coast  to  collect 
whalebone. 

But  the  bad  [joints  of  the  whaler's  character  b;ive 
also  passed,  with  the  very  worst  eflert-.  ihto  the  disjx)- 
sition  of  some  of  the  niitivt;».  'i%^  hSlffmequired,  in 
some  few  cases,  the  habits  "  '"" 
boastful  and   insolent    buhuvioi 
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feeling.  The  old  chiefs  have  become  accustomed  to  be 
bribed  and  flattered  into  good-humour  in  the  early 
days  when  the  whalers  were  not  numerous  enough  to 
defend  themselves,  and  also  in  the  summer  when  they 
are  dispersed  about.  In  consequence,  these  (^ibfs  have 
acquired  an  overbearing,  grasping,  and  bullying  demean- 
our ;  which,  though  laughed  at  by  the  whalers  when 
assembled,  falls  with  redoubled  force  on  new-comers 
unused  to  deal  with  them,  or  on  scattered  settlers. 
They  never  fail  to  try  it  on  every  European  with  whom 
they  meet.  In  some  revolting  instances,  (but  these,  I 
will  say,  are  exceptions,)  the  natives  have  been  incited 
and  assisted  in  hostility  towards  the  colonists  by  some 
of  the  whalers.  I  believe  that  the  whalers,  as  a  class, 
would  be  the  first  to  brand  such  wretches  with  in£Kmy, 
if  fully  convicted  of  the  crime. 

The  whalers  had  thus,  before  our  arrival,  braved  the 
first  dangers  of  the  intercourse  between  the  savage  and 
the  civilized  man ; — they  had  explored  the  coast  and 
seaboard  country,  and  had  introduced  new  wants  as 
well  as  new  vices,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  respect 
for  the  physical  qualities  of  the  pakeka  among  the  abo- 
riginal population.  With  the  exception  of  the  expedi- 
tion made  by  Marsden  in  1814,  1  believe  that  in  every 
instance  these  rough  pioneers  had  smoothed  the  way  for 
a  more  valuable  civilization ;  and  that  the  missionaries, 
or  the  settlers,  followed  on  their  traces.  I  mention 
this  with  no  wish  to  detract  from  the  credit  due  to  that 
system  which  first  proposed  to  seek  the  benefit  of  the 
natives  alone,  and  to  obtain  a  deserved  moral  influence 
over  them  ;  but  I  state  as  a  curious  fact^  that,  whether 
as  whalers  and  sealers  in  the  south,  or  sawyers  and  flax 
or  provision  traders  in  the  north,  the  first  rough  and 
unconscious  pioneers  of  civilization  were  those  who 
experienced   the   greatest   hardships ;    and    that   they 
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preserved  their  station  lamong  the  natives  by  the  display 
of  their  physical  force. 

In  his  dealings  with  the  European  settlements^  the 
whaler  very  much  resembles  a  sailor  off  a  cruise^  After 
the  men  have  been  paid  the  balance  due  to  them  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  they  go  to  Wellington  or  Nelson 
to  spend  it.  The  trade  of  supplying  them  and  buying 
their  oil  has  naturally  fallen  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Sydney  merchants,  into  those  of  persons  at  Wellington, 
who  pay  them  better,  and  send  the  oil  direct  to  Eng- 
land. During  six  weeks  or  two  months,  Wellington 
becomes  a  Portsmouth  in  miniature.  Every  public- 
house  has  its  fiddle  and  hornpipe  going;  a  little 
theatre  fills  once  a-week ;  and  the  weak  constabulary 
force  of  Wellington  suffers  from  Various  practical  jokes. 
Boat-races,  on  which  heavy  bets  sometimes  depend, 
come  off,  and  an  occasional  fight,  arising  from  the  pro- 
found contempt  which  the  whaler  expresses  for  the 
"  lubber  of  a  jimmy-grantr  as  he  calls  the  emigrant, 
completes  tiie  programme  of  the  amusements  during 
tile  period.  Should  the  whaling-trade  increase  and 
prosper,  the  quiet  people  will  soon  be  forced  to  reside 
in  vUlas  out  of  town,  and  resign  Wellington  to  its  busi- 
ness as  a  sea-port.  When  the  money  is  spent,  most  of 
the  men  seek  for  employment  in  the  settiements. 

Some  join  with  the  sawyers,  a  class  of  men  who  are 
composed  of  nearly  the  same  materials,  and  whose  char 
racter  is  somewhat  congenial  to  that  of  the  whaler,  as 
they  live  a  wild  life  in  the  forest  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
settlements,  love  drink,  and  have  known  many  of  the 
same  places  and  people.  The  sawyer  s  habits,  however, 
do  uot  encourage  the  same  hardy  daring,  or  an  equal 
degree  of  order  and  cleanliness.  The  sawyer  proper  is 
decidedly  an  inferior  grade  of  the  whaler. 

Others  trade  with  the  natives  for  pigs  and  i 
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which  they  bring  to  mai^ket  in  the  settlmnents.  The 
mere  trader,  also,  is  naturally  a  degree  below  the 
whaler.  In  6rder  to  make  a  profit,  he  must  take  pains 
to  fawn  and  flatter  the  natives,  without  makii^  any 
unnecessary  pfesents ;  a  task  very  difficult,  and  debasing 
in  its  moral  effects.  The  best  man  is  the  one  vdio 
rMires,  after  his  *'  spree/'  to  the  tillage  where  tlie  tribe 
df  hn  native  woman  reside,  and  spen&  the  summer  it 
otiltivating  a  bit  of  land  given  to  him  by  the  natives. 
Some  few  of  these  are  in  constant  doubt  between  the 
quiet  pleasures  of  agricultute  and  a  domestic  life,  land 
the  wild  excitement  of  the  whale^hase.  I  have  heard 
more  thail  one  declare,  as  he  shov^ed  me  his  neat  patch 
of  wheat,  or  promising  fruit-trees^  that  "  he  had  had 
"  enough  of  whaling,"  he  should  "  let  those  fag  that 
"  wbuld  next  year ;"  but  the  1st  of  May  saw  him  again 
at  hii^  steer-oar,  eagerly  backing  up,  and  shouting, 
"  There  she  spouts  !'* 

The  lumberers  and  sawyers  of  the  kauri  districts^ 
the  po*k  and  flax  traders  who  catered  for  the  Sydney 
coasters  f6r  many  years  in  the'  Northern  Island,  at 
KawiUy  Tdranak€y  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  and  Poverty 
Bay,  and  Rotorua  and  the  other  neighbonring  inland 
dii^tricts,  were  all  of  the  same  class,  and  have  often  dis- 
played  the  same  reckless  courage  while  taking  a  part 
in  the  native  wars.  The  sealers  of  the  south  were  as 
neariy  as  possible  the  same  men,  and  were  distinguished 
for  the  same  qualities. 

The  refuse  of  these  different  classes  is  to  be  met  with 
in  all  parts  of  the  islands.  Idle,  drunken,  vagabond, 
aiid  vicious  in  his  habits,  he  would  become  tiie  bush* 
ranger  of  New  Z^ealand  were  there  temptation  enough 
for  such  a  class.  As  it  is,  he  wanders  about  without 
any  fixed  object,  cannot  get  employed  by  the  whaler  or 
any  one  else,  as  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  do  a  day's 
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work ;  and  lie  is  uidversBUy  known  as  the  '*  beach- 
comber." He  often  visits  the  apologies  for  jails  which 
are  sufieved  to  exis^  in  the  new  aditlemaits ;  but  only 
remains  in  them  as  long  as  it  suits  his  convenience  to 
be  fed  at  the  public  expense.  One  of  them»  an  Irish- 
man well  known  in  Cook's  Strait  as  **  Lany,**  after 
escaping  from  the  hut  called  a  prison,  whidi  then 
sheltered  the  bad  characters  at  Wellington,  dedared 
his  intention  of  **  walking  to  Sydney  ^  kmd  this 
^'sascm!" 

The  whaling  8tatij(»is  dependent  on  Wellington  in 
the  season  1844  were  as  follows : — 

On  the  North  Island  there  were— r- 

2  boats  at  Mana  ; 
7        „        KaplH: 

11        „        Hawke's  Bay ; 

3  „        RilUserBay; 
2        y^        Taranaki ; 

and  oji  the  Middle  Island  there  were — 
9  boats  at  Te^woriti ; 

7  „        Port  Underwood ; 

8  ,,       KaiJ^ora,  so^th  of  Cape  Campbell ; 

4  boatp  near  Port  Cooper ; 

9  ,,     on  the  south  side  of  Banks's  Peninsula ; 
2     „  PFaikawaikis     between     tliat     and 

Otako  ;  and 
11      ,^  stations  further  south. 

Many  pf  the  thirty-two  stations  to  which  these  boats 
belong  h^ve  rempved  from  Cook's  Strait  to  places  fur- 
ther south  which  have  been  thought  more  available. 
These  si^JLty-eight  boats  employed  in  their  own  pianage- 
ment  apd  that  of  the  small  craft  attending  on  them 
about  Q50  men. 

^^  the  last  season  they  procured  1215  tuns  of  oil, 
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and  49  tone  of  whalebone ;  worth  altogether  about 
50,000/.  m  the  London  market. 

The  success  of  the  fishery  varies,  of  course,  every 
season ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  think  that  it  is  on 
the  decline.  The  whales  are,  doubtless,  unnecessarily 
thinned  by  the  practice  of  killing  the  cows,  and  even 
the  young  calves,  who  do  not  survive  the  practice  of 
'making  fast  to  them  in  order  to  cateh  their  mother. 

The  shoals  seem  to  set  in  from  the  southward  late 
in  April  or  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and  are  seen 
first  in  Cook's  Strait,  at  Palliser  Bay  and  Port  Un- 
derwood. They  then  proceed  up  the  Strait,  preferring 
the  north  shore,  which  is  generally  shoal,  and  thus 
passing  close  to  Mana  and  Kapiti.  They  fill  the 
shoal  "  Motherly"  bay  extending  along  nearly  150 
miles  of  coast,  between  Kapiti  and  Cape  EJgmont, 
and  are  also  seen  for  some  distance  north  of  the  Sugar- 
loaf  Islands.  In  the  "  Motherly"  bay,  as  it  is  called, 
because  they  resort  to  it  for  calving,  they  have  never  yet 
been  disturbed ;  and  I  have  seen  them  in  great  num- 
bers, basking  outside  the  surf,  from  the  coast  between 
Manawatu  and  Patea. 

I  cordially  join  with  those  who  consider  that  all 
shore-whaling  should  be  forbidden,  as  I  am  convinced 
that  a  much  greater  advantage  would  result  to  those 
who  profit  by  the  trade,  were  ships  fitted  out  from 
our  Australasian  colonies,  and  the  fish  allowed  to  visit, 
unmolested,  the  calving-bays  to  which  they  resort 
during  the  period  of  gestation.  A  considerable  waste 
of '  time  and  expense  would  be  obviated,  were  the 
whalers  fitted  out  from  the  ports  of  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  which  are  close  to  the  whaling- 
grounds,  and  other  ships  employed  to  bring  the  pro- 
duce home.  A  whaler  sails  from  England,  and 
returns,  perhaps  full,  after  three  years.     She  has  only 
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spent,  however,  two  years  at  the  most  on  the  whaling- 
grounds  ;  while  the  colonial  whalers  would  be  con- 
stantly in  employment,  except  while  discharging  and 
refitting  at  a  spot  within  a  week's  sail  of  their  work- 
It  is  frightful  to  calculate  what  might  have  been 
the  consequences  had  these  rough  colonizers  b(^n 
allowed  to  go  many  years  more  unheeded.  That  the 
natives  would  have  been .  speedily  exterminated  is 
hardly  to  be  doubted — whether  by  vice  and  disease, 
or  by  actual  collision  with  these  growing  commu- 
nities. 

Their  bad  effect  might  even  have  been  felt  by  all 
the  maritime  world.  In  a  country  so  adapted  for  the 
building  and  Outfitting  of  ships,  and  where  living  was 
so  easy  and  comfortable,  the  tortuous  bays  of  the 
Pelorus  and  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  might  have 
swarmed  with  a  powerful  nation  of  buccaneers,  pos- 
sessing every  requisite  for  the  spoliation  of  our  com? 
merce  with  Australia  and  the  South  Sea  Islands.  On 
one  occasion,  when  some  rumour  of  a  war  between 
the  United  Sttites  and  Great  Britain  had  reached 
New  Zealand,  I  knew  of  extensive  designs  among  the 
whalers  for  seizing  as  prizes,  with  their  boats  alone, 
every  American  whaler  or  other  ship  that  might 
approach  the  Strait. 

Having  thus  dwelt  rather  harshly  on  what  the 
whalers  might  have  become,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  owe  them  personally  many  obligations.     Although 
they  have  a  dark  side  to  their  character,  t 
gratitude   for  their  frankness  and    hospiti 
admiration  for  their  extraordinary 
unbounded  resolution,  their  great 
hardships,  and  their  perseverance 
tical  difficulties. 
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Captain  Lewis  had  heeh  diaappmnted  of  the  aeeea- 

sary  supplies  for  whaling,  which  had  been  pixmiised 
him  by  Mayhew,  who  kept  the  store  on  RauperaM^s 
island.  Ifd  had  in  donsequence  gone  to  Manawatu, 
and  joined  two  or  three  other  men  in  building  a  small 
schooner.  He  still,  howerw,  kept  a  house  on  Hikon 
island,  and  was  often  there.  A  EimiJl  party  of  very 
disorderly  whalers  had  established  themselves  with 
the  natives  on  the  othto  end,  and  were  positiveljr 
despised  by  the  men  of  the  other  stations,  because  th^ 
were  often  so  drunk,  or  ill  from  continued  drinking 
and  debaucheiy,  as  to  tniss  many  chances  of  whales. 
An  industrious  Scot<ih  ijarpenter,  who  had  left  a 
whaliiig-^hip  some  years  before,  afforded  a  striking 
contrast  to  their  disgusting  behaviour.  His  name 
was  William  Couper,  and  I  had  known  him  when  I 
was  here  before  in  the  Tory.  He  kept  steadily  sobel* 
and  iftdustriotis,  and  was  said  to  have  accumulated  a 
good  little  capital,  what  with  mending  thfe  whale-boats 
and  ships,  and  trading  with  the  natives,  who,  under 
the  influence  of  Hiko,  had  befriended  and  patronized 
him.  He  had  patched  up  two  old  boats,  and  was 
about  to  take  them  for  sale  to  Port  Nicholson,  where 
he  thought  of  setting  up  in  some  line,  should  the 
place  appear  "  likely." 

I  spent  much  of  the  time  in  fishing  for  wareho. 
This  fish,  which  much  resembles  the  katmi  in  form, 
differs  in  its  (Superiority  of  flavour,  and  also  in  being 
found  only  at  this  sea^n  of  the  year.  The  inner  side 
of  Kapiti,  and  the  Ismail  bay  near  Gape  Terawiti,  in 
which  thie  village  of  Ohdrm  is  situate,  seem  to  be  its 
favourite  grounds.  The  natives  are  very  fond  of  this 
fish,  and  take  large  quantities,  which  they  dry  in  their 
usual  way  in  the  sun.     When  put  into  a  salting-tub 
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for  about  twenty-four  hours>  and  then  up  the  chimney 
of  a  wood  fire  for  a  week,  the  wareho  becomes  quite  an 
epicure's  breakfast. 

When  I  was  tired  of  catching  these  fish  and  seeing 
others  catch  whales,  I  got  a  cast  over  to  tVatkcmae  in 
one  of  the  boats,  and  walked  to  Pitone,  resting  one 
night  at  Captain  Thomas's  hospitable  ware.  I  reached 
Port  Nicholson  about  the  14th  of  July. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Company's  store-ships — Major  Bunbury's  expedition  in  H.  M.  S. 
Herald — Proclamation  of  British  sovereignty  in  Stewarfei  and 
Middle  Islands— i?a2^jE>eraAa  and  Rangihasata  sign  the  cession 
of  sovereignty — Cattle  at  Cloudy  Bay — Public  meeting — Colonel 
Wakefield  deputed  to  present  address  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
— News  from  England — Plymouth  Company  of  New  Zealand — 
Sanguine  hopes— Purchase  of  the  Chatham  Islands — Selection  of 
town-lands — New  Zealand  Land  Bill  of  New  South  Wales — ^In- 
consistencies in  government — Mr.  Busby — ^Panic  of  settlers — A 
trip  to  the  Manawatu  river — Level  country — Ship-building — 
Morose  chief — Ascent  of  the  river  by  a  trader — Its  course — 
Return  to  Port  Nicholson — The  Chilian  project — Return  of 
Colonel  Wakefield  with  the  answer  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
— Deputation  to  Sir  George  Gipps — The  towns  in  the  North — 
French  expedition — Its  object  frustrated- — Second  riot  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands  —  Disturbance  at  Port  Nicholson — Proclamation  of 
Lieutenant  Shortland — His  offensive  pomposity — His  undignified 
conduct — A  bullock-driver — Settlers  drowned  at  Pitone — Affec- 
tionate natives — Exploring  expedition  towards  Mount  Egmont. 

The  barque  Brougham  had  arrived  from  England 
with  a  plentiful  store  of  flour  and  other  provisions ; 
the  Company  having  thus  taken  all  necessary  precau- 
tions against  the  possibility  of  that  starvation  from 
which  the  Sydney  people  had  so  kindly  volunteered 
to  save  us.  She  was  lying  opposite  my  uncle's  house, 
having  landed  her  cargo  at  the  Pitone  stores.  A 
second  store-ship  was  daily  expected,  which  was  to 
bring  out  a  wooden  house  for  the  Governor,  as  well 
as  more  provisions. 

On  the  20th,  her  Majesty's  ship  Herald  had  visited 
Port  Nicholson,  just  after  I  fell  in  with  her  in  the 
Strait.     Major  Bunbury  had  been  instructed  to  pro- 
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ceed  in  that  frigate  to  extend  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Queen  of  England  over  the  Middle  and  Stewart's 
Islands.  He  had  visited  various  ports  in  both  those 
places^  and  obtained  the  signatures  of  Tuawaike  or 
"  Bloody  Jiick,"  of  a  brother  of  the  same  Mairanui 
who  was  taken  and  killed  by  Rauperaha  in  the  Eliza- 
beth trip,  and  of  several  other  chiefs,  to  a  copy  of 
the  agreement  signed  at  the  Bay  of  Islands.  He  had 
declared  the  sovereignty  of  her  Majesty  by  formal 
proclamation,  and  taken  possession  of  both  islands ;  at 
Southern  Port,  in  Stewart's  Island,  on  the  5th  of 
June ;  and  at  Port  Underwood,  in  Cloudy  Bay,  on  the 
17th  of  the  same  month.  In  the  latter  case  alone  the 
proclamation  based  the  assumption  of  sovereignty  on 
its  cession  by  the  native  chiefs. 

He  had  then  visited  Kapiti,  and  meeting  Rauperaha 
in  his  canoe,  had  taken  that  chief  down  to  Mana,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  Rangiliaeata  and 
Hiko,  The  latter  was  absent  on  the  mainland ;  but 
Rangihaeata  and  Rauperaha  had  both  signed  ~  on 
board  the  Herald  on  the  19th  of  June.  Rauperaha 
thus  signed  twice,  for  his  signature  had  been  previously 
obtained  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Williams. 

On  the  20th,  the  Herald  had  anchored  in  the 
entrance  of  Port  Nicholson,  and  Major  Bunbury  had 
communicated  with  the  Colonial  Secretary.  On  the 
21st,  the  frigate  sailed  all  about  the  harbour,  and 
Major  Bunbury  had  landed  and  been  introduced  to 
some  of  the  settlers  at  Captain  Smith's  house.  It  had 
at  first  been  reported  that  the  Herald  wa«  to  take  the 
soldiers  round  to  Mana,  in  order  to  settle  the  dispute 
over  the  whalers  property  which  I  have  mentioned. 
It  subsequently  appeared  that  Major  Bunbury  had 
treated  this  affair  as  of  little  importance,  although  the 
whalers  had  represented  to  him  that  Rangihaeata  and 
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otiher  chiefs  liad  got  possession  of  a  considerable  part 
of  the  property.  The  frigate  sailed  away  on  her  retuin 
to  the  Bay  of  Islands  the  same  evening,  beating  out  in 
the  dark  against  a  fresh  south-east  breeze,  with  her 
boats  holding  lights  on  the  extremities  of  the  reefs. 

News  had  been  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a  ship-load  of 
cattle  in  Cloudy  Bay,  with  the  agent  of  a  Sydney  firm, 
who  claimed  the  JVairau  plains  near  that  place.  They 
had  written  to  Colonel  Wakefield,  informing  him  that 
they  held  the  original  of  the  deed  by  which  Raiuperaha^ 
RangifMieata,  and  other  chiefs,  had  made  that  distriet 
over  to  Captain  Blenkinsopp  many  years  before.  So 
that  it  appeared  that  the  deed  sold  to  Colonel  Wake- 
field at  Hokianga  by  his  widow  was  possibly  ^only  a 
copy.  The  agent,  Mr.  Wilton,  had,  however,  been 
prevented  from  driving  his  cattle  on  to  the  'plains  by 
our  old  friends  the  Cloudy  Bay  natives,  \yho  denied  the 
sale  sdtogether ;  and  the  cattle  were  running,  by  suf- 
ferance^ on  the  hills  close  to  Port  Underwood. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  colonists  had  been  held  on 
the  1st  of  July,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  an  address  to 
Lieutenant-Governor  Hobson.  Colonel  Wakefield  had 
presided  at  this  meeting,  and  had  been  unanimously 
called  upon  to  proceed  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  the  address  to  his  JExcellenqy. 
The  utmost  loyalty  and  good  feeling  had  reigned  over 
the  assembly,  whose  sentiments  cordially  chimed  in 
with  those  of  the  Directors  of  the  Company.  The  Di- 
rectors, without  assuming  any  power  of  controlling  the 
settlers,  had  conveyed  to  them,  by  means  of  the  dis- 
patches brought  in  the  Brougham,  an  earnest  hope  that 
they  would  render  every  assistance  and  co-operation  in 
contributing  to  the  success  of  Captain  Hobson 's  mis- 
sion. The  address,  which  was  unanimously  adopted, 
was  couched  in  the  most  loyal  terms.     While  it  ap- 
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pealed  with  surprise  against  the  imputation  upon  their 
allegiance  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Shortland's  pro- 
ceedings, it  humbly  expressed  the  hope  of  the  settlers 
that  his  Excellency  would  decide  upon  fixing  the  seat 
of  government  at  a  spot  so  admirably  adapted  for  it  as 
Port  Nicholson,  and  among  the  great  body  of  the 
respectable  colonists  from  England. 

The  Brougham  was  preparing  to  convey  Colonel 
Wakefield  on  this  mission  when  I  arrived,  and  he 
sailed  on  the  19th  of  July. 

The  Platina,  whicjh  had  brought  "Governor  Hobsoii's 
wooden  house,  and  some  more  provisions  and  stores  for 
the  Company,  had  arrived  on  the  6th.  Colonel  Wake- 
field had  therefore  to  obtain  the  instructions  of  the 
Lieutenant-Govemw  as  to  the  destination  of  his  resi- 
dence. It  was  sanguinely  hoped  that,  in  answer  to 
the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  address,  his  Excel- 
lency would  «end  back  word  to  have  it  erected  here,  in 
readiness  for  his  arrival  amongst  us. 

The  Platina  brought  news  of  the  assemblage  of 
some  thousands  of  emigrants  in  England,  in  readiness 
to  embark  as  soon  as  they  should  hear  the  first  ac- 
counts of  the  arrival  and  proceedings  of  the  Tory ;  of 
the  change  of  the  name  of  the  Company,  now  styled 
the  New  Z^land  Company;  of  the  formation  of 
another  company  at  Plymoutii,*  who  were  to  be  in 
connexion  with  the  main  Company,  but  to  have  a 
town  and  district  for  their  colonists  distinct  from  that 

*  Among  the  Directors  of  this  Company,  which  afterwards 
merged  into  the  London  Company,  and  became  its  West  of  Eng- 
land Branch,  were  —  Lord  Devon  (Governor)  ;  Sir  Anthony  Bul- 
ler ;  the  Mayor  of  Plymouth ;  Lord  Eliot  (now  Lord  St.  Ger- 
mains);  Sir  Charles  Lemon;  Sir  William  Molesworth;  Mr.  E. 
W.  W.  P«idarves;  Mr.  Edward  St.  Aubyn;  and  Sir  Hussey 
Vivian. 
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of  the  first  settlers  ;  and  of  the  publication  of  a  news- 
paper in  England  especially  devoted  to  news  relating 
to  this  colony,  and  called  the  *  New  Zealand  Journal.' 

This  appearance  of  vigorous  efforts  at  home  in  sup- 
port of  the  progress  of  the  new  community,  combined 
with  the  knowledge  that  they  had  overcome  all  the 
difficulties  which  had  at  first  arisen  from  an  apparent 
belief  of  the  local  authorities  in  their  disaffection,  pro- 
duced among  the  settlers  the  brightest  hopes  and  most 
lively  spirits.  It  was  looked  upon  as  almost  certain 
that  Captain  Hobson  would  be  too  glad  to  respond  to 
their  loyal  invitation ;  and  that  a  vigorous  and  happy 
colony,  fostered  and  cherished  by  his  countenance  and 
authority,  and  supported  by  such  strong  sympathy  at 
home,  would  soon  achieve  no  despicable  reputation  for 
itself  as  well  as  for  him. 

On  the  1 3th,  the  Cuba  returned  from  the  Chatham 
Islands.  Mr.  Hanson,  the  Company's  agent,  had  suc- 
ceeded in  purchasing  the  whole  of  the  group.  These 
islands  have  been  so  fully  described  by  Messrs.  Dief- 
fenbach  and  Heaphy,*  who  formed  part  of  the  expedi- 
tion, that  I  refrain  from  following  in  their  track  by 
repeating  what  I  collected  from  them. 

Colonel  Wakefield,  having  appointed  Mr.  Hanson 
as  acting  Agent  of  the  Company  during  his  absence, 
sailed  in  the  Brougham  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  on  the 
19th.  On  the  28th,  the  selection  of  the  town-lands 
commenced,  after  a  little  delay  arising  from  protests 
and  objections   by  some  of  the  numerous  choosers. 

*  *  Narrative  of  a  Residence  in  various  Parts  of  New  Zealand,'  by 
Charles  Heaphy,  Draftsman  to  the  New  Zealand  Company.  Smith, 
Elder,  &  Co.,  1842. 

*  Travels  in  New  Zealand,'  by  Ernest  Dieffenbach,  M.D.,  late 
naturalist  to  the  New  Zealand  Company.  In  2  vols.  John  Murray, 
1843. 


SELECTION  OF  TOWN-LANDS. 


Many  of  the  original  buyers  in  London  had  confided 
the  task  of  selecting  for  them  to  agents  among  the 
colonists.  The  meeting  for  this  purpose  took  place 
in  a  large  unfinished  wooden  building,  which  Dr. 
Evans  had  brought  out  with  him,  and  which  Dicky 
Barrett  had  bought  and  erected  on  the  beach  for  an 
hotel.  A  table  was  placed  on  that  part  of  the  ground- 
floor  which  was  floored,  to  support  the  map  of  the 
town  and  the  books  of  the  principal  selectors.  The 
most  interested  or  most  querulous  settlers  were  ga- 
thered round  Mr.  Hanson.  Captain  Smith  and  his 
assistants;  asking  questions,  raising  difficulties  or 
meeting  them,  and  keeping  an  eye  to  some  desired  sec- 
tion ;  while  those  who  had  but  late  choices,  or  others 
who  were  mere  spectators,  stood  talking  in  the  win- 
dows of  thie  long  room,  or  explored  the  skeleton  upper 
story  of  the  embryo  hotel.  On  the  Slst,  some  mistake 
was  discovered  in  the  plan ;  and  the  further  selection 
was  consequently  postponed  to  the  10th  of  August, 
and'  was  not  completed  until  the  L4th. 

Ample  reserves  for  public  purposes  appeared  on  the 
plan ;  one  acre  was  reserved  for  the  Company,  as  a  site 
for  the  immigration  buildings,  and  the  Native  Reserves, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  sections  of  one  acre  each,  were 
judiciously  selected  by  Captain  Smith.  Among  others, 
the  section  on  which  the  hotel  was  building,  which  is 
of  as  great  value  as  any  in  the  town,  fell  to  the  lot  of 
the  natives. 

Two  acres  adjoining  each  other,  and  possessed  of 
some  of  the  best  wstter-frontage,  were  also  excluded 
from  the  generiil  choice,  in  oaaadafie  with  the 
arrangement  made  between  the^^^^^^V'Willianis 
and  Colonel  WakeBeld.  ThkJ^^^^^ 
tion  was   passed  over,  howevefi^ 
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iBdst  captious  of  the  protesters.    They  seemed  to  app* 
preciate  its  useful  object. 

On  the  4th  of  August^  ratelligence  was  received  from 
^dney,  which  produced  great  agitation  among  the 
settlers  at  Port  Nicholson.  The  views  of  Sir  G^rge 
Oipps,  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  with  re» 
gard  to  claims  to  land  in  this  country,  had  been  e«b 
bodied  in  a  measure  called  the  New  Zealand  Liand 
Bill,  and  this,  we  heard,  had  passed  the  Liegislati!^ 
Council. 

The  Bill  commenced  by  declaring  that  the  abort-* 
ginal  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  had  no  right  to 
confer  any  permanent  interest  in  their  lands  on  any 
individual  not  a  member  of  their  tribes,  becaune  they 
could  only  be  considered  to  hold  tibese  lands  in  trust 
for  their  future  descendants.  It  therefore  declared 
any  title  to  lands  in  New  Zealand  not  derived  from 
the  Grown  null  and  void.  All  claims  to  such  landf 
were  to  be  addressed  within  six  months  to  the  C^ 
lonial  Secretary  of  New  South  Wales,  in  order  that 
he  might  refer  them  to  a  Board  of  Commissioners ; 
for  whose  appointment,  operations,  and  remuneration^ 
the  Bill  also  provided.  It  was  especially  enacted  that 
the  Commissioners  should  be  guided  in  their  inquiries 
*'  by  the  real  justice  and  good  conscience  of  the  casCi 
''  without  regard  to  legal  forms  and  solemnitien." 

But  the  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  new  law 
was  a  most  stringent  provision,  which  forbade  th^ 
Commissioners  from  recommending  fiavourably  to  the 
Governor  any  grant  of  land  '*  exceeding  in  extent  2560 

acres^  or  comprehending  any  headland,  promontory, 

bay,  or  island  that  might  hereafter  be  required  for 
**  the  purposes  of  defence  or  for  the  site  of  any  town, 

nor  any  land  situate  on  the  sea-shore  within  a  certaio 


4€ 


€( 


Cbap.  Xn.        NEW  ZEAULNn  I.AND  BILI>-PAIinC.  361 

"number  of  yards  of  high-wAter  mark,  or  anjr  other 
"  land  situate  witliin  so  many  miles  of  the  mouth  of 
"  any  rirer  navigable  for  veeeds  of  more  than  fifty  tons 
**  burthen,  nor  of  any  land  which,  in  point  of  situation 
"  or  otherwise,  would  have  been  in  New  South  Wales 
"  not  open  to  the  selection  of  settlers  under  the  Go- 
"vemment  Regulations  which  were  in  force  on  the 
"  1st  of  July  1840."  And  it  was  especially  provided 
that  the  Ckivemor  might  use  his  discreticm  in  grant* 
ing  or  not  any  claim,  even  if  recommended  by  the 
Commission. 

The  panic  which  seized  the  great  body  of  colonists 
on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  is  hardly  to  be  con- 
ceived. The  manure  promised  to  deprive  them  of  the 
very  site  of  a  town  under  their  feet,  which  was  at  that 
moment  being  distributed  to  them  for  occupation  and 
improvement.  Moreover,  it  seemed  uncertain  whether 
any  country  lands  at  all  would  be  shared  among  them ; 
as  the  Company,  like  any  other  claimant,  might  be  re- 
stricted to  the  maximum  allowance  of  four  square 
miles  of  land :  for  the  Bill,  expressly  disallowing  the 
consideration  of  any  payment  made  for  land,  except  to 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  overthrew  the  claims  of  the 
settlers  at  Port  Nicholson  to  the  land  for  which  they 
had  paid  at  the  rate  of  a  pound  per  acre  to  the  Com- 
pany ;  who,  in  their  turn,  employed  three-fourths  of 
this  payment  in  carrying  labourers  to  the  colony. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales  who  owned 
land  in  New  Zealand  had  petitioned  and  spoken  before 
the  Legislative  Council  against  the  BiLL  Generally, 
they  objected  to  the  principles  on  whieh  it  waB  founded, 
as  totally  at  variance  with  thost;  oj  i|aMM|^aniationg 
and  proceedings  of  Lieutenant-Gova 

He  had  assumed  the  soveretKHtf^^^^^^HMi  over 
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New  Zealand  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been  ceded 
by  chiefs  whom  he  recognized  as  having  been  an  in- 
dependent power  before  he  obtained  that  cession. 

The  Land  Bill,  on  the  contrary,  asserted  the  right 
of  the  Crown  to  define  and  restrict  the  privileges 
exercised  by  these  chiefs  during  a  long  period  of  their 
independence  previous  to  the  cession ;  to  decide  whether 
they  had  possessed  during  that  independence  the  right 
of  granting  away  their  lands;  and  to  enforce  the 
nullity  of  all  titles  so  granted.  In  short,  the  question 
at  stake  between  the  opponents  or  friends  of  the  mea- 
sure was,  whether  any  legislation  of  the  present  British 
Government  could  affect  what  the  native  chiefs  had 
done  before  they  ceded  their  independence.  If  so,  it 
was  argued,  the  whole  process  of  cession  became  a 
mere  vain  form,  as  the  British  Government  might 
now  invalidate  their  former  independence  with  as 
much  right  as  their  former  unfettered  possession  of 
their  lands,  and  right  to  do  as  they  liked  with  their 
own. 

Then  individual  opponents  had  put  forward  the 
great  injustice  which  they  should  endure,  in  the  case 
of  the  enforcement  of  the  measure.  Among  the  fore- 
most and  most  earnest  of  these  was  Mr.  Busby,  the 
late  British  Resident,  or  "  man-of-war  without  guns,'' 
at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  Busby,  whether  accredited  to  the  missionaries, 
or  to  the  thirteen  chiefs  to  whose  letter  his  appoint- 
ment was  the  answer,  had  not  failed  to  consider  the 
thirteen  chiefs  or  some  of  their  relations  as  fully  jus- 
tified in  selling  to  him  a  large  tract  of  land,  as  they 
had  to  his  coadjutors  the  missionaries;  and  he  had 
laid  out  a  township,  which  he  called  "  Victoria  "  on  a 
part  of  it  which  was  likely  to  increase  rapidly  in  value. 


as  it  formed  a  portion  of  the  coast  of  a  very  frequented 
part  of  the  Bay  of  Isknds,  and  lay  at  the  mouth  of  one 
of  the  rivers  which  flow  intx)  that  harbour. 

Thus,  Mr.  Busby  complained,  that  he  waa  not  only 
ousted  from  his  place  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
over  nothing,  but  waa  deprived  of  a  property  which 
he  had  long  previously  acquired  by  the  free  consent  of 
the  court  whose  independence  had  been  recognized  at 
the  same  time  as  his  own  official  existence.  For,  al- 
though virtuaUy  accredited  to  the  Church  misftionaries, 
he  had  been  nominally  accredited  to  the  New  Zealand 
nation,  represented  by  the  thirteen  chiefs  of  the  Bay 
of  Islands.  On  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Busby,  and 
the  subsequent  selection  of  a  flag  by  stnne  of  the  thir- 
teen chiefs  or  their  relations  out  of  a  dozen  offered  for 
their  choice  by  the  captain  of  some  man-of-war  which 
once  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  had  been  founded 
the  theory  that  Great  Britain  had  recognized  the  New 
Zealandera  as  an  independent  nation:  and,  although 
neither  Busby  nor  the  flag  had  ever  been  heard  of  by 
any  natives  residing  beyond  the  extreme  North  end  of 
the  North  Island,  the  negotiations  between  the  British 
Government  and  the  New  Zealand  Association,  and 
the  proceedings  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Hobaon,  had 
recognized  this  somewhat  fanciful  theory.  It  *pas  in  a 
tent  erected  on  the  land  which  Mr.  Busby  had  acquired 
from  the  chiefs  while  independent,  that  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Hobson,  by  obtaining  a  cession  of  their  sove- 
reignty, had  tirst  acquired  the  dominion  as  well  as  the 
name  of  a  Governor.  And' nix  uionths  after  this  very 
cession,  Mr.  Bti^by  f&w  hl^^^^^nved,  by  Liente- 
nant-Governor  HobsonV^^^^^^^^^  officer,  of  his 
valuable  acquisition,  rnr  ) 
chiefs  had  a! 
to  New  Z<:i 

VOL.  r. 
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to  give  them  an  unrestricted  right  to  dispose  of  their 
lands  to  any  but  their  own  people. 

The  Port.  Nicholson  settlers  had  the  same  reason  to 
cry  out  against  the  injustice  of  this  sweeping  measure  ; 
and  they  moreover  felt  that  they  had  deserved  some 
better  reward  for  the  courage  with  which  they  had  ex- 
tended British  occupation  over  this  part  of  the  islands, 
and  the  loyalty  with  which  they  had  hailed  and  assisted 
the  establishment  of  British  allegiance. 

Various  wer6  the  projects  suggested  by  the  panic- 
struck  adventurers,  each  according  to  his  disposition. 
Some  few  hoped  that  Captain  Hobson  would  become 
unshackled  Grovernor  of  New  Zealand  as  a  separate 
colony,  and  trusted  that  he  would  follow  a  course  con- 
sistent with  the  ceremonies  by  which  he  had  been  in- 
augurated. Another  class,  perplexed  by  so  sudden 
and  extensive  an  obstacle,  and  deprived  of  the  en- 
couragement which  Colonel  Wakefield's  presence  had 
afforded  to  their  early  eflforts,  invented  wild  schemes  of 
re-emigration  to  another  country  and  more  considerate 
laws.  But  another  very  brave,  prudent,  and  influential 
class,  determined  to  stand  manfully  before  these  first 
serious  difficulties.  They  appeased  the  fears  and  ridi- 
culed the  flighty  projects  of  the  weak-minded,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  nerved  themselves  for  the  new 
delay  and  troubles  suspended  over  their  heads  by  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales. 

This  agitation  was  at  its  height  when,  early  in  Au- 
gust, I  proceeded  to  explore  the  lower  part .  of  the 
Manawatu  river.  I  had  joined  with  a  merchant  of 
Port  Nicholson  in  supplying  Captain  Lewis  of  KapUi 
with  some  of  the  goods  necessary  for  building  his 
schooner,  and  he  was  to  pay  for  them  either  in  pigs 
and  potatoes  or  in  a  share  of  the  vessel ;  so  that  I  went 
to  see  what  facilities  the  river  might  afford  for  tradin^.> 
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1  proceeded  by  land  to  IVaikanae^  crossed  in  a  canoe 
to  Kapiti,  and  there  engaged  a  half-decked  boat  of 
three  tons  for  the  trip.  The  owner  of  the  boat, 
GJeordie  Young,  was  a  partner  in  the  management  of 
one  of  t^e  whaling  stations.  This  station  was  situated 
in  a  nook  among  the  precipitous  sides  of  Kaptti,  near 
the  I»ng  Point.  It  took  its  name  from  a  stream,  Te 
kaho  o  te  rangi,  or  "  the  mantle  of  the  sky,"  which 
formed  a  narrow  gully,  in  which  the  houses  were 
perched.  I  was  detained  here  two  days  by  stormy 
weather  from  the  south-east,  during  which  nothing 
except  the  whale-boats  could  renture  out.  The  rough 
hospitality  of  the  whalers,  however,  made  me  as  com- 
fortable as  possible ;  and  I  watched  two  or  three  ex- 
citing chases  from  the  look-out  hill  which  overhung 
the  principal  ware. 

Starting  with  the  end  of  the  breeze,  we  soon  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Manawatu  river ;  and  landed  through 
the  surf  on  the  beach  to  the  north,  the  bar  looking 
dangerous.  Three  young  natives,  travelling  to  the 
northward,  bivouacked  on  the  sand-hills  with  us  until 
dark.  At  midnight,  the  tide  being  more  favourable, 
we  threw  out  our  ballast,  and  poled  our  boat, 
through  the  inner  rollers  on  the  north  sand-spit,  into 
the  river.  About  a  mile  along  the  north  bank,  we 
found  a  small  deserted  pa,  where  we  put  up  for  the 
night.  At  daylight,  we  proceeded  about  fifteen  miles 
up  the  river,  to  the  spot  where  the  vessel  was  building. 
ITie  river  was  deep  but  narrow,  and  the  land  on  both 
sides  level,  and  apparently  very  fertile ;  but  the  waters 
of  extensive  swamps  drained  sluggishly  over  the  low 
bunks  in  many  places.  Until  near  Captain  Lewis's 
Imt^,  tilt' I'outitry  "';i.a  i(<?;irtj  L'loar  of  timber ;  and  we 
<!njoyed  ;m  '    *h<-   north-western 

Due  af  thf  '1  fx  and  i-eeds 
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on  the  south  bank.  To  the  north  the  horizon  seemed 
unbounded.  Near  the  small  dock-yard,  forests  of  large 
timber  began  to  line  the  banks ;  and  in  one  of  the 
finest  groves  we  perceived  the  skeleton  of  a  small  ves-- 
sel  on  the  stocks,  two  reed-huts,  a  pig-sty,  and  a  saw- 
pit.  Captain  Lewis  and  his  brother,  now  looking  more 
like  Yankee  backwoodsmen  than  whalers,  a  sawyer,  a 
carpenter,  and  their  native  wives  and  relations,  greeted 
our  arrival. 

After  inspecting  the  little  clipper,  which  was  about 
thirty  tons  burthen,  we  sat  down  to  the  usual  meal  of 
pork  and  potatoes,  and  spun  yams  till  bed-time.  The 
night  was  warm  and  calm,  and  I  spread  my  blankets 
outside  the  huts,  as  our  party  was  rather  numerous. 

The  next  day,  I  returned  to  the  pa  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  accompanied  by  young  Lewis,  who  was  to 
fetch  some  pigs  from  Rangitikei ;  on  one  side  of  which 
river  the  Ngatiraukawa  had  settlements,  while  the 
other  was  inhabited  by  the  Ngatiapay  who  received  me 
with  the  TVanganui  fleet  in  April.  We  passed  two  or 
three  native  gardens  on  our  way  to  the  mouth,  and  at 
one  spot  landed  to  see  a  chief  of  some  consequence, 
named  Tat  Kapurua,  or  "  Full  tide."  He  was  very 
rough  and  repulsive  in  his  manners ;  although  grey 
hair  and  a  long  white  beard  combined  with  his  large 
stature  to  give  him  a  dignified  appearance,  as  he  sat 
among  his  wives  and  relations  near  the  bank.  He 
evidently  took  me  for  one  of  the  traders  from  Kapiti, 
who  often  came  to  buy  provisions  here,  and  said,  imr 
mediately  that  I  landed,  "  Go  on  to  the  sea ;  I 
"  no  pigs."  I  explained  to  him,  however,  that  I 
to  make  his  acquaintance,  and  not  to  deal  with 
but  I  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  relax  in  his  mann 
even  by  a  present  of  a  small  piece  of  tobacco,  which 
received  as  though  merely  his  dnA  •  sn  T  shouted/ 
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customary  **  Remain  in  thy  place ! "  and  jumped  into 
the  boat.  The  Haere  ki  tai !  "  Go  to  the  tide ! "  re- 
turned the  civility. 

While  J-<ewis  went,  with  his  native  wife  and  two  lads 
as  attendants,  to  fetch  the  pigs,  Geordie  Young  and  I 
borrowed  the  whale-boat  of  an  English  trader,  who  ar- 
rived from  an  expedition  up  the  river  soon  after  us,  and 
proceeded  to  sound  the  entrance.  A  very  smooth  day 
favoured  our  attempt.  A  long  sand-spit  stretches  to 
north-west,  about  a  mile  from  the  south  point  of  the 
mouth.  A  shorter  bank  on  the  north  side  leaves  a  nar* 
row  passage  between  the  two,  and  at  the  extreme  end 
of  this  we  found  six  feet  at  low-water.  The  soundings 
then  deepened,  inwards,  to  two  and  a  half  fathoms  be-* 
tween  the  two  dry  points.  The  day  being  fine,  the  cone 
of  Mount  Egmont  appeared  exactly  between  the  two 
spits.  Over  the  level  tract  of  country  nearly  due  north 
appeared  Tonga  Riro  ;  and  the  top  of  a  range  of  dis- 
tant mountains  tipped  with  snow,  called  Rua  Hine  by 
the  natives,  bounded  the  horizon  between  that  and  the 
east.  In  that  direction  a  gorge  exists,  between  the 
southern  end  of  the  Rua  Hine  and  the  low  north-east- 
em  extremity  of  the  Tararua  range,  which  I  imagined  to 
communicate  with  the  country  towards  Hawke's  Bay. 

This  conjecture  was  confirmed  by  the  narrative 
which  Jack  Duff,  the  trader,  gave  us  of  his  journey. 
He  had  ascended  the  river  as  far  as  a  whale-boat  could 
go  (about  fifty  miles,  according  to  his  calculation,  from 
the  mouth),  through  country  of  the  same  level  and  fer^ 
jter,  and  abounding  with  the  finest  timber. 

moe  and  native  guides,  he  pro- 

lys'  journey  higher  up,  over  nu- 

ilows,  an  >ugh  a   gorge 

catara  en  the  clifiy 

tain  (e  described 
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the  country  as  again  opening  out  beyond  this  gorge^ 
and  related  that  the  natives  of  the  furthest  settlement 
to  which  he  attained  spoke  a  somewhat  different  dialect 
from  the  N gatiraukaway  and  called  it  only  two  days' 
walk  to  the  "  East  Cape."  As  I  had  found  this  name 
applied  by  the  Cook's  Strait  natives  to  the  eastern 
coast  generally,  I  concluded  that  his  informants  proba- 
bly referred  to  some  part  of  Hawke's  Bay.  He  de- 
scribed a  numerous  population  as  dwelling  below  the 
gorge,  and  complained  much  of  their  rude  and  savage 
manners.  He  even  attributed  his  safety  from  plunder 
or  outrage  to  the  company  of  his  native  woman,  who 
was  related  in  some  distant  way  to  the  tribe. 

The  next  morning,  Lewis  having  returned  with  a 
dozen  fine  hogs  for  me,  we  left  the  river.  Duff  showing 
us  a  tolerable  boat-passage  through  the  breakers  about 
the  middle  of  the  south  spit.  We  stopped  a  night  at 
Kapitif  where  I  picked  up  two  sawyers  who  begged 
for  a  passage ;  and  a  few  hours  at  Mana,  which  I  found 
in  possession  of  an  agent  of  the  last  White  purchaser. 
Rangihaeata  was  also  there,  and,  hearing  that  I  had 
been  looking  at  Manawatu,  took  occasion  to  tell  me  that 
it  belonged  to  him  and  Ruuperaha,  We  then  sailed 
with  a  squally  breeze  from  north-west  round  Cape  Te- 
rawitU  beat  into  the  harbour  during  the  night,  and 
landed  at  daybreak  on  Pitone  beach. 

I  found  that  the  choice  of  the  town  sections  had 
been  concluded  on  the  1 4th,  to  the  ultimate  satisfaction 
of  all  the  squabbling  agents  and  proprietors. 

The  panic  caused  by  Sir  George  Gipps's  Bill  had  in- 
creased to  a  very  high  pitch  ;  and  I  heard  that  a  set  of 
the  colonists  had  seriously  proposed  a  general  re-migra- 
tion to  Chile.  It  was  suggested  that  the  vessels  in. 
harbour  should  be  chartered,  and  that  a  preliminary 
expedition  should  start  at  once  to  make  terms  with  the 
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Chilian  republic.  Tliis  scheme,  however,  was  discou-- 
raged  and  ridiculed  by  the  steadier  settlers;  and  it 
failed  for  want  of  a  leader  in  whom  the  confidence  of 
any  large  number  could  be  reposed.  Dicky  Barrett, 
with  his  usual  rough  wit,  had  helped  to  throw  cold- 
water  upon  the  wild  speculaton.  An  old,  high-- 
sterned,  wall-sided  cutter  of  50  tons,  built  many  years 
before  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  by  3acky  Love,  had- 
been  lying  opposite  Barrett's  door  since  his  final, 
removal  from  Te-awa-iti,  with  a  broom  at  her  mast- 
bead,  and  the  constant  subject  of  mirth  and  derision^ 
Dicky  got  some  bills  printed,  advertising  her  for  Val- 
paraiso, with  "  a  high  poop  and  experienced  surgeon  ;"■ 
and  I  believe  that  this  squib  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  remind  the  people  how  ridiculous  was  the 
idea  of  another  migration. 

On  the  1 6th  of  August,  the  return  of  the  Brougham 
with  Colonel  Wakefield  from  the  Bay  of  Islands 
restored  general  confidence.  It  was  soon  rumoured 
abroad  that  the  news  from  head-quarters  was  good ; 
and  the  Chilians  now  seemed  quite  ashamed  of  their 
fears  and  their  vain  attempts  to  change  the  opinion  of 
the  community. 

On  the  I9th,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the' 
unfinished  hotel,  to  receive  the  answer  of  Captain 
Hobson  to  the  address  of  the  colonists.  Colonel 
Wakefield  stated  the  results  of  his  mission : — that  he 

had  been  received  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the 
most  courteous  manner;  sod  that  he  was  assured  that 
the  feelings  ol"  Captain  Hoheon  to  the  BBttlers  at  Port 
Nicholson  under  the  uusjat'  i-ftlip-  ( 'i.Li;,',.iiy  were  of 
the  most   friendly  natur<'  M   stated^ 

that  his  £iu:eUency  ha{!  :  nit  hin 

to  his  acqua)nWinr.*.  hikI  1 
a  high  0|iii' 
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lore  of  justice,  and  bis  high-minded  and  straight- 
forward conduct.  He  therefore  felt  convinced  of 
Captain  Hobson's  sympathy  for  the  community  in  Fort 
Nicholson.  He  then  read  the  answers  to  the  address 
and  to  the  offers  of  support  from  the  Company  and  the 
settlers. 

The  first  letter  graciously  acknowledged  and  gave 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Port  Nicholson  credit 
for  their  expressions  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
Crown  and  Constitution,  and  for  the  cordial  support 
which,  as  he  learnt  through  the  reports  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  Magistrates,  had  been  rendered 
by  all. classes  to  tiiie  Government  authorities.  It  con- 
cluded with  thanks  to  Colonel  Wakefield  for  the  flat- 
tering manner  in  which  he  had  presented  the  address, 
and  with  the  hope  that,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  the  resources  of  these,'valuable  and  import- 
ant islands  might  be  speedily  developed. 

The  second  letter  quietly  declined  the  invitation  to 
his  Excellency  to  reside  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  acknowledged  that  this  was  at  the  sacrifice  of  his 
own  ease  ;  but  he  said  that  a  sense  of  public  duty  in- 
duced him  to  select  "  a  more  centrical  position,  and 
"  one  more  adapted  for  internal  communication." 

These  letters  were  dated  in  July.  On  the  25th  of 
May  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  written,  in  hia 
dispatches  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
that  "  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  at  Port 
"  Nicholson  amounted,  in  bis  opinion,  to  high 
"  treason;"  that  "taxes  had  been  levied,  and  itiont  ua-^ 
"  just  as  well  as  illegal  exercise  of  magisteriuj 
"  rity  bad  been  practised ;"  and  that  ■'  it  sti-uoM 
"  a  mtitter  of  congratulation  that  be  did  nt 
"  as  he  had  intended,  '" '-  *'arch;"  as  "i 
"  have    made   his  a]  t[st  the 


Gbap.  XII.       DfiPOTATION  TO  BIB  OBOROE  OlPPa  361 

"  gogues  without  even  the  power  to  appoint  a  Magis- 
"  trate,  and  should  have  only  displayed  bia  inability  to 
"  perform  the  most  ordinary  duty  of  a  Governor." 

The  meeting  passed  a  resolution  expressive  of  great 
pleasure  at  the  reply  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 
They  then  thanked  Colonel  Wakefield  for  his  energetic 
and  able  advocacy  of  their  interests. 

The  same  meeting  proceeded  to  consider  the  position 
which  the  settlers  occupied,  and  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  in  consequence.  A  series  of  resolutions  was 
passed,  stating  their  whole  case  and  grievances ;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  a  memorial  embodying  these  reso- 
lutions should  be  prepared,  and  presented  to  the 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  by  a  deputation,  to 
consist  of  Dr.  Evans,  Mr.  Hanson,  and  Mr.  Moreing. 
'ihe  meeting  also  recommended  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  £.  G.  Wakefield  as  agent  in  England  for  the 
hody  of  colonists,  and  that  a  requisition  to  that  efiect 
should  be  prepared  and  signed  by  the  colonists. 

Colonel  Wakefield  told  me  that  he  had  experienced 
a  very  violent  gale  of  wind  off  the  East  Cape  in  pro- 
ceeding Irom  hence,  during  which  the  Brougham  was 
hove-to  for  three  days,  and  her  boats  washed  away. 
He  had  found  Captain  Hobson  residing  in  a  wooden 
house  built  by  Mr.  Clendon  on  the  piece  of  land  which 
he  had  agreed  to  sell  to  the  Government  for  13^000/. 
He  described  this  tract  of  land  as  similar  in  size  and 

(peuriince  to  Sonies's  Island,  inconvenient  of  approach, 

oi  very  preciutoufi  character.     The  Xjieutenant- 

^r's  cow  haoHUi  i  down  one  of  the  steep  placet 

house,  afl^Hj        her  neck.    His  Excellency, 

^hing  ^^1        <ad  determined  to  found  a 

X  this  site.    But  it  was 

it  of  Government  wan 

in  the  Frith  of  tha 
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Thames.  There  were  thus  three  towns  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  alone.  First,  the  Government  town  m  em- 
bryo, Russell,  which  as  yet  contained  only  the  Govern- 
ment house  and  the  barracks,  which  had  been  built  as 
stores  by  Mr.  Clendon  before  the  arrival  of  his  Excel- 
lency to  give  him  his  lucky  bargain ;  secondly,  the 
late  Resident's  town,  Victoria,  in  the  lots  of  which  a 
good  deal  of  speculation  had  already  taken  place ;  and 
thirdly,  Kororareka,  or  the  actual  town,  where  the 
whole  White  population  except  the  missionaries  had 
long  taken  advantage  of  the  superior  situation  and  capa- 
bilities for  communication  with  the  best  ship-anchorage. 
His  Excellency  had  also  proclaimed  another  town,  to 
be  founded  at  Hokianga^  and  called  "  Churchill ;"  but 
this  was  never  heard  of  any  more.  Some  persons 
expressed  astonishment  at  the  number  of  towns  about 
to  be  founded  in  proportion  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country. 

Colonel  Wakefield  described  his  reception  by 
Captain  Hobson  to  have  been  most  kind  and  cour- 
teous ;  and  constantly  expressed  a  high  opinion  of  his 
private  virtues.  During  his  stay  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  he  had  resided  at  the  Government  house  at 
Russell. 

A  French  frigate  and  whaler  had  arrived  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands  during  this  period,  on  their  way  to 
Banks's  Peninsula,  where  it  was  proposed  to  land  some 
French  emigrants  who  were  on  board.     This  exped^. 
tion  had  been  expected  for  some  time,  reports  ha^ 
been  rife  that  France  intended  to  claim  possession 
at  least  the  Middle  Island.    Even  before  the  proclai 
tion  of  British  sovereignty  in  Port  Nicholson,  we 
often  debated   among   ourselves  as  to   the  necesm 
steps  for  preventing  the  exten&i        "  ^  >nch  domii 
over  us,  and  the  ratification  by  ir^ji 
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Constitution  had  been  hailed  in  great  measure  as  a 
safeguard  against  such  an  event.  The  negotiations 
which  took  place  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  between  the  cap- 
tain of  the  French  frigate  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
had  ended  in  the  dispatching  of  her  Majesty's  brig  Bri- 
tomart,  then  lying  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  to  the  harbour 
oi  Akaroa  in  Banks's  Peninsula,  with  two  Magistrates, 
who  were  to  establish  British  authority  and  be  in 
readiness  to  warn  the  French  settlers  on  their  arrival 
that  they  would  land  on  British  territory.  The  brig 
was  then  to  come  on  to  Port  Nicholson,  one  of  the 
Magistrates  having  been  appointed  Police  Magistrate 
for  this  place. 

On  the  3rd  of  June  it  had  been  necessary  to  make 
a  second  display  of  the  military  at  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
in  order  to  quiet  some  menacing  natives.  The  quarrel 
had  arisen  in  some  dispute  about  a  boat  between  the 
natives  of  the  pa  at  Kororareka  and  the  crew  of  an 
American  ship,  and  some  serious  attack  on  the  M'hite 
settlement  was  at  one  time  apprehended.  The  mere 
appearance  of  the  military  had  restored  order;  and 
the  Governor  had  subsequently  received  the  thanks  of 
both  natives  and  White  people  for  their  prompt  inter- 
ference. 

An  account  of  this  affair  was  contained  in  an  early 
number  of  a  newspaper,  printed  at  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
and  principally  supported  by  the  insertion  of  the  Go- 
Ternment  notices,  which  were  made  official  in  that 
i  first  copies  I  saw  were  on  very  bad  paper, 
illegible  print  with  the  worst  de- 
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It  was  on  the  26tli  of  August  that  this  feeling  first 
produced  any  outbreak.  Captain  Edward  Daniell, 
who  had  lived,  up  to  the  time  of  the  selection,  with 
his  wife  and  family  in  a  ragged  hut  on  the  beach  at 
Thorndon,  had  begun  to  erect  a  wooden  house  on  one 
of  the  town  acres  which  he  had  chosen.  As  this  hap- 
pened to  be  on  a  deserted  garden  of  the  Te  Aro  people, 
they  had  obstructed  his  proceedings  in  some  way,  and 
a  quarrel  had  ensued.  A  report  got  about  that  Cap- 
tain Daniell  had  been  struck  down  by  a  blow  from  a 
tomahawk ;  and  all  who  heard  the  report  rushed  to 
the  spot  with  their  arms,  in  readiness  for  any  emer- 
gency. The  difference,  however,  was  by  no  means  so 
serious  as  had  been  represented;  and  was  amicably 
settled  soon  after  the  muster  of  the  settlers.  Their 
readiness  to  support  a  member  of  the  community,  who 
was  known  as  well  for  his  kindness  of  heart  as  for  his 
courage,  in  his  supposed  danger,  appeared  to  alarm  the 
Colonial  Secretary  much  more  than  the  increasing  dis- 
position of  the  natives  to  interfere  with  the  peaceable 
occupation  by  the  settlers  of  the  land  which  they  had 
sold.  The  next  morning  a  printed  notice  or  procla- 
mation was  circulated  about  the  settlement.  It  was 
couched  in  these  terms : — 

*'  Whereas  certain  persons  residing  at  Port  Nichol- 
son, New  Zealand,  part  of  the  dominions  of  her 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  did,  on  the  evening  of  yes- 
*'  terday,  assemble  with  arms  at  a  native  pah,  named 
*'  Tarinaki ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Willoughby  Shortland,  a 
^*  gistrate  and  Colonial  Secretary  of  New  Zealand^ 
*'  caution  all  persons  from  assembling  under  arms 
*'  any  pretence  whatever,  without  being  duly  auth^ 
*'  ized  so  to  do,  upon  the  allegiance  they  owe  to 
'*  Majesty  Queen  Victoria. 
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"  Given  under  my  hands,  at  Port  NicholBon,  this 
"27th  day  of  August,  1840. 

*'  WiLLOUGHBY  ShOHTLAND, 

"  Colonial  Secretary  and  Chief  Magistrate." 
There  were  some  curious  stories  abroad  as  to  the 
composition  of  this  proclamation,  and  the  numerous 
revisions  of  it  before  it  was  published.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  had  been  distinguished,  during  the  three 
months  which  he  had  now  spent  here,  by  a  very  large 
share  of  the  same  pomposity  and  burlesque  hauteur 
which  had  so  amused  the  spectators  of  Constable  Cole's 
chivalrous  expedition  against  the  flags.  This  assump- 
tion of  dignity  was  the  more  offensive  to  the  educated 
part  of  the  settlers,  inasmuch  as  the  dignitary  was  not 
troubled  with  too  great  a  share  of  literary  acquire- 
ments. Some  people  had,  indeed,  asserted  that  he 
could  not  write  his  own  name ;  but  I  believe  the  mis- 
take arose  from  his  having  designated  himself  In  some 
correspondence  as  Colonial  Secetary.  His  general 
bearing,  however,  towards  the  colonists  of  all  classes, 
had  frequently  obtained  for  him  the  title  of  Sancho 
Panza ;  and  he  had  been  heard  to  say,  on  some  occa- 
sion when  the  question  of  a  separate  Government  for' 
these  settlements  was  mooted,  that  he  should  not 
mind  being  the  Lieutenant-Governor  over  this  part. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  Eng- 
land, by  one  of  the  leading  men  in  Port  Nicholson, 
shows  that  Lieutenant  Shortland  had  not  spared  the 
*m[)t  to  injure  the  settlement  more  seriously ; — 
tr.  Shortlsnd,  during  the  short  time  he  has  been 
-  hini(>(.'lf  universally  disliked,  by  a  sort 
\  Kssii  iiijition  tf  '  ority,  which,  as  you 
not  go  with  the  class  of 

hut  '.  oiore  disliked  on 

^  I  entice  away  the 
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"  labourers  from  this  place.  Thanks  to  our  exertionB 
"  and  tihose  of  the  Colonel,  he  has  been  almost  entirely 
"  unsuccessful,  except  in  one  solitary  instance,  and 
"  that  was  a  Cornish  man  who  came  out  in  the  Rox- 
"  burgh.  The  man  was  employed  by  me  at  the  time, 
"  and  had  been  so  ever  since  he  had  been  here,  and  was 
"  very  well  satisfied,  so  that  I  felt  I  had  a  just  cause  to 
"  feel  aggrieved.  I  therefore  went  and  told  Shortland 
"  my  opinion  of  his  conduct  before  the  whole  assem- 
"  blage  of  his  officials.  From  the  manner  in  which  he 
'*  received  my  remarks,  I  presume  he  felt  their  trudi." 
.  The  Bench  of  Magistrates  had  been  particularly 
remarkable  for  their  summary  infliction  of  large  fines 
in  almost  every  ease  brought  before  them.  Five  or 
ten  pounds  were  very  often  required  in  cases  of  com- 
mon assault,  and  from  three  to  five  pounds  for  drunk- 
enness and  breach  of  the  peace.  It  appeared  a  very 
convenient  way  of  recruiting  the  public  revenue ;  and 
as  none  of  the  settlers  knew  anytiiing  of  New  South 
Wales  law,  or  to  what  court  they  could  appeal  against 
the  decisions,  a  very  plentiful  harvest  was  reaped. 
Complaints  of  the  arbitrary  nature  of  the  proceedings 
were  often  made  ;  but  then,  no  one  knew  how  to  get 
them  investigated,  and  as  money  was  plentiful  in  those 
early  days,  the  affair  was  soon  forgotten. 

Sam  Phelps,  a  drunken,  foul-mouthed  bullock-driver 
from  one  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  was  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  public  revenue.    He  was  an  excelleEjj 
hand  at  his  profession,  which  is  a  very  flourishingf 
in  all  new  settlements,  and  his  pockets  were  alw 
well  lined  with  money.     If  he  made  it  like  i 
bullock-driver,   however,    it    was    his  jiride    that 
spent  it  in  the  same  way,  in  drinking  large  do 
ardent  spirits.      The    Maj  {  constabi 

course  interfered  with  this  j  1am  apj 


■equent 
.celIe[^|J 
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not  to  care  so  much  for  the  fine — he  had  got  used  to 
that,  and  paid  it  with  great  regularity, — but  the  manner 
of  inflicting  it  seemed  to  offend  him,  and  he  took  his 
own  means  of  revenging  himself. 

His  team  of  bullocks  were  soon  christened  "  Short- 
"  land,"  "  Smart,"  "  Best,"  and  "  Cole  ;"  and  he  used 
to  apply  the  coMsest  epithets  to  them  as  he  flogged 
them  along.  One  day  the  Colonial  Secretary,  stately 
and  pompous  as  usual,  happened  to  pass  the  dray  which 
they  were  dragging  over  the  beach.  Brutal  threats 
to  "  cut  Shortland'e  tail  off"  if  he  didn't  move  on  ;"  to 
"  break  his  heart,"  to  "  cut  his  liver  in  two,"  or  to 
"  whip  his  skin  off,"  startled  him  in  his  promenade ; 
and  on  turning  suddenly  round  he  beheld  old  Sam 
'  "  whacking"  his  team. 

To  the  surprise  of  the  spectators,  the  Chief  magis- 
trate asked  the  bullock-driver  whether  "  he  applied 
"  those  expressions  to  him  ?  "  * 

Sam  answered,  with  an  innocent  grin,-  "  I  wasn't  a 
"speakin'  to  you ;  I'm  a  driving  my  bullocks;  that's 
"  my  business ;''  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  retreated 
from  the  scene,  amidst  a  loud  repetition  of  the  most 
frightful  imprecations,  threats,  and  mockery  of  the 
bullocks  by  the  bullock-driver,  who  triumphed  over  his 
superior.  A  crowd  of  the  lower  classes  roared  with 
laughter  during  the  whole  scene. 

Sam  Phelps  was  quite  a  character,  only  to  be  seen  in 

.  .new  colonies.     He  hiid  been  exercising  his  trade  in  the 

»cent  settlements  in  Australia,  where  he  had  no  doubt 

|t  appreciated  on  many  occasions  the  pride 

Qoent  officers.    *  '^'^r  this  scene,  he  com- 

(  point  in  1  up  the  early  Magis- 

d  a  cro'  'era  would  always 

■)i  eai  ouse  to  see  Sam 

ret  team.     As  long 


368  ADVENTURE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.  Chap.  XH. 

as  he  remained  in  this  settlement,  his  habits  were  pre- 
cisely the  same,  and  he  only  changed  the  names  of 
his  bullocks  according  to  those  of  the  magistrates  who 
fined  him.  "  Colonel,"  ''  Murphy,"  "  Halswell,-  ftc, 
were  subsequently  substituted  for  the  first  offenders,  as 
fresh  Magistrates  sat  on  the  bench.  But  he  was 
naturally  attracted  to  new  settlements,  where  money 
was  plenty,  and  good  labour,  like  his,  scarce ;  and  he 
successively  visited  the  later  settlements  of  New  Ply- 
mouth and  Nelson  in  their  first  days.  I  think  I  have 
heard  that  he  at  length  died  of  drink  in  the  latter 
place. 

As  I  before  said,  it  was  currently  reported  that  the 
proclamation  was  the  result  of  much  consultation. 
The  finale  seemed  to  have  been  exceedingly  perplexing, 
and  it  was  said  that  the  one  actually  produced  had 
been  selected  out  of  many  proposed,  such  as  "  given 

under  my  hands  and  seals,"  "  given  under  my  seals,*' 

given  under  my  hand  and  seals,"  and  "  given  under 
"  my  hands  and  seal." 

An  event  had  occurred  at  Pitone  a  few  days  before 
which  serves  to  show  how  aflectionately  the  natives  of 
that  village  still  regarded  us.  A  boat  from  Thorndon, 
overladen  with  passengers,  and  steered  by  an  inex- 
perienced hand,  had  been  suddenly  capsized  in  the  surf 
which  was  rolling  on  to  the  beach  before  a  strong 
southerly  gale,  and  the  whole  crew  and  pa,ssengers 
were  immersed  in  the  breakers.  The  Pitone  native, 
men  and  women,  headed  by  Epuni  and  his  wife, 
dashed  into  the  surf,  and  used  their  utmost  efforts  to 
rescue  the  drowning  men.  They  succeeded  in  saving 
two  or  three,  but  nine  men  were  brought  dead  upon 
the  beach.  The  scene  was  most  impressive.  Natives 
and  colonists  of  every  class  were  employed  in  bearitig 
the  bodies  under  shelter,  and  using  the  means  at  hand 
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for  attempting  to  revive  them.  The  relations  of  those 
who  were  expected  from  Thorndon  that  night  were 
rushing  wildly  from  group  to  group,  the  venerable 
clei^man  entreating  them  to  hope  and  resignation^ 
and  comforting  the  distressed  women  in  the  midst  of 
the  howling  storm ;  while  the  natives,  wet  and  shiver- 
ing irom  their  generous  exertions,  wailed  in  their 
customary  way  on  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd.  Eevery 
now  and  then  one  of  them  would  rush  to  me,  and 
asking  whether  "  Wide-awake  "  was  in  the  boat,-plunge 
again  into  the  rollers,  and  dive  in  diiferent  directions 
till  he  was  tired.  I  had  been  very  anxious  about  my 
uncle,  as  he  bad  been  over  at  Thorndon,  watching  the 
progress  of  the  settlers  there,  and  it  was  reported  that 
he  had  been  one  of  the  party.  Under  this  impression, 
the  natives  never  ceased  their  laborious  search  until  I 
ascertained  from  the  master  of  the  boat,  who  was  one 
of  those  fortunately  saved,  that  Colonel  Wakefield  had 
not  been  one  of  bis  passengers.  But  I  was  gratified 
to  observe  that  the  sorrow  of  the  natives  was  no  less 
deep  and  sincere  for  those  colonists  of  more  humble 
class  who  had  sufiered  than  it  might  have  been  for 
him  whom  they  still  considered  ihe  "  Chief  of  the 
"  pakeha."  The  tangi,  which  lasted  in  the  pa  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  night,  appeared  as  heartfelt  as 
any  of  those  among  themselves,  and  they  seemed  to  be 
weeping  for  dear  brothers  of  their  own  tribe. 

An  opinion  seemed  to  be  prevalent  at  this  time  that 
the  whole  country  was  as  mountainous  as  the  digtrict 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  I^irt  Nicholson. 
Colonel  Wakefield  therefore  iliu.^! mined  Ut  .Ipspatcb 
a  party  of  surveyors  by  land  to  H'ttniiut/ci,  in  >  v  fh;it 
their  oificial  report  of  the  ijuuuiit^  itnd  qufii         !   Lu-H 

between  tfa^Mn  jil^i^"- 
pate  thta^l^^^ded  conjectuii 

VOLJ 
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consist  of  Mr.  Robert  Park  and  Mr.  Robert  Stokes, 
two  of  the  Company's  Assistant  Surveyors ;  and  Mr. 
Charles  Heaphy,  the  draughtsman.  Mr.  Deans«  an 
enterprising  young  Scotch  settler,  who  had  already 
been  employed  in  superintending  a  party  of  labourers 
while  cutting  surveyor's  lines  through  the  valley  of 
the  Hutty  volunteered  to  accompany  the  expedition; 
and  I  also  offered  my  services  as  far  as  fVanganuh 
whither  I  was  desirous  of  returning.  Six  labourers 
were  selected  from  the  «urveyingHstaff  to  cany  the 
requisite  supply  of  instruments,  blankets,  and  pro- 
visions; and  I  engaged  a  native  lad  to  carry  my 
kawenga^  or  load,  as  far  as  TVaikanae. 


JOUKNET  TO  OTASI. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 


Journey  to  Otaki—Trouhlxeovae  nativea —  Watkatna — Katives  de- 
ceive and  rob  us — Firmness  procures  restitution — Manawatu — 
SangUiiei — Scarcity  of  food— Timid  natives—Fine'  country- 
Cold— Fording  rivers —  Wtmffamti — Greetings— jG"  Kwru  gives 
me  a  bouae— His  chiefltun-like  treabnent  of  his  inferiors— New 
Zealand  slaves — Missionaries — Native  feud — Battie  of  Waitotara 
— Ship-building — Confirmation  of  the  purchase — Return  to  Kc^ 
piti — Walk  to  PUone — Harmlessnesa  of  lught-air. 

IVe  started  from  Pitone  amid  the  affectionate  farewells 
of  Epuni  and  his  followers,  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th ;  and  slept  that  night  at  Parramatta  whaling- 
station,  in  Lieut.  Thomas's  new  house,  the  floor  of 
which  was  well  strewed  with  clean  fern.  The  second 
night  we  reached  Part-part,  and  early  the  next  after- 
noon we  arrived  at  JVaikanae,  well  drenched  hy  a 
heavy  shower  of  rain.  We  were  most  hospitably 
received  by  old  Rangi  Wakarurua  at  the  Tf^angatmi 
village. 

Mr.  Stokes  called  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hadfield,  who 
resided  in  the  midst  of  the  principal  pa,  and  was 
received  very  kindly  by  him.  He  insisted  on  our 
making  use  of  a  new  house  built  lor  him  at  Otakt,  and 
gave  Mr.  Stokes  a  letter  to  one  of  his  native  teachers, 
who  had  charge  of  the  key.  Mr.  Hadfield  had  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  a  complete  recQOciliatioa  between  the 
two  tribes,  and  I  could  not  at  "■  '  ■■'■'■'•■'■■  ■'!■  native 
to  carry  my  burden  through  thf  Old 

Rangi,  however,  ordered  a  lad  ■  ■ 
slave  to  hisaon,  E  Kuru,  to  proo- 
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we  started  along  tlie  unknown  coast  the  neit  mommg. 
About  nine  miles  from  Wmkanaey  we  came  upon  the 
remains  of  a  fortification  of  some  extent,  five  or  six 
acres  being  surrounded  by  a  mound  and  trench,  and  a 
few  carved  posts  still  remaining  in  the  ground  at  one 
end.  On  the  south  bank  of  the  Otaki  river,  about  a 
mile  further  on,  were  still  more  recent  remains  of  a  large 
pa.  My  slave  informed  us  that  these  had  been  the  respect- 
ive residences  of  the  two  tribes  on  the  first  arrival  of  the 
Ngatiawa  from  Taranaki  five  years  before,  but  that  con- 
stant feuds  and  skirmishes  had  taught  them  to  recede 
from  each  other,  and  leave  the  country  between  the 
two  rivers  as  a  neutral  ground.  We  forded  the  Otaki 
river  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth,  and 
passed  through  two  stockaded  villages  on  the  north 
bank.  In  one  of  these  a  White  man,  a  retired  whaler, 
had  a  house ;  and  after  a  short  chat  with  him  we 
pushed  on  to  Mr.  Hadfield's  new  warCy  which  was 
situated  about  half  a  mile  further  north,  among  the 
sand-hills  between  the  beach  and  the  principal  pa  of 
Otaki,  Having  found  the  native  teacher,  we  were 
admitted  into  the  house,  which  was  a  neatly-built  and 
substantial  erection,  entirely  the  work  of  the  natives, 
but  fitted  by  a  White  carpenter  with  doors,  windows, 
and  a  chimney-piece. 

We  prepared  to  cook  our  evening  meal,  and  to 
spread  our  blankets  on  the  floor ;  but  the  news  of  our 
arrival  had  spread  to  the  village,  and  we  were  sooil 
inundated  with  visitors.  At  least  fifty  natives  of  9SL 
ranks,  ages,  and  sexes,  crowded  the  doors  and  windows^ 
and,  unmindful  of  all  persuasion  or  menace,  filled  tbi 
whole  room.  One  very  arrogant  young  chief,  whooe 
name  we  did  not  learn,  evidei "'  ^  ""  "^  ^i  r^^i^ 
authqrity,  but  would  not  e^ert 
and  lik^  him  all  his  followers,  lau^ 
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for'  room  and  nir,  menaced  in  turn  when  we  Bpoke 
roughly,  and  examined  all  our  clothes  and  accoutre-, 
ments  to  their  hearts'  content ;  gave  directions  about 
the  cooking,  the  lights,  the  arrangement  of  the  beds, 
and  every  other  detail ;  and  literally  imposed  upon  us 
their  noisy,  chattering,  hot,  and  not  too  odorous  com-* 
pany  for  some  hours.  The  native  teacher  was  only  a 
slave,  and  had  not  the  dighteat  influence  over  them, 
nor  did  he  attempt  to  interfere ;  so  we  bore  the  in- 
fliction with  patience,  if  not  with  good-humour,  until 
they  gradually  decamped  to  their  own  abodes. 

In  the  morning,  we  visited  the  large  pa.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  two  sand-hills,  and  protected  to  the  east  by  a 
narrow  deep  tributary  of  tiie  CHaki,  called  Manga- 
pouri,  or  "  Dark  branch."  The  position  is  strong  with 
a  view  to  native  warfare  ;  and  the  village  seems  calcu- 
lated to  hold  some  hundred  people.  Very  few,  how- 
ever, were  now  in  the  village.  The  houseof  ff<afanu{, 
the  head  chief,  was  pointed  out  to  us,  and  also  his 
wafyt,  or  store-house,  elaborately  carved  and  ornamented, 
in  the  same  division  of  the  pa.  The  chief,  we  were 
told,  was  absent  at  another  settlement  near  Manawatu. 
A  White  trader,  whom  I  had  met  before  at  Kapitt, 
was  now  residing  in  this  village ;  and  we  bought  a 
small  pig  from  him,  and  hired  a  native  to  drive  it,  as 
we  understood  that  we  should  meet  with  no  more 
inhabited  settlements  between  this  and  Wangatati. 
Frmi^e  summit  of  the  pa,  the  view  extended  over  a 
ier^^BRCt  of  fMpiiike  and  partially  wooded  country 
Tararua  range,  here  about 
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opposite  bank,  inhabited  by  a  branch  of  the  Ngatirau- 
kawa  tribe.  We  were  welcomed  to  a  house  which  was 
assigned  to  our  party,  and  invited  to  remain  till  the 
next  morning.  The  threatening  appearance  of  the 
weather,  which  promised  ram  and  a  ^e  from  north- 
west, and  the  wish  to  give  the  whole  party  a  good  rest 
before  proceeding  along  the  tract  of  deserted  coasts  in* 
duoed  us  to  acquiesce  in  this  arrangement.  Abundance 
of  food  was  placed  before  us  ;  ample  firewood  was  fur- 
nished for  our  fire ;  and  the  few  natives  were  very 
courteous  and  obliging  in  their  behaviour.  They  sang 
some  of  their  native  songs;  listened  with  attention 
to  ours;  and  Maori  traditions  and  lessons  in  the 
language  were  exchanged  for  such  information,  regard- 
ing ourselves,  as  we  found  amusing  to  them,  till  a  late 
hour.  Heavy  rain  detained  us  here  the  whole  of  the 
next  day  ;  and  our  friendly  relations  virith  our  hospi- 
table hosts  continued. 

In  the  morning,  when  we  had  finished  o\ir  daylight 
meal,  we  prepared  to  start ;  but  an  imexpected  occur- 
rence again  delayed  us.  On  packing  up  our  bundles, 
we  found  that  numerous  goods  were  missing.  Several 
pounds  of  tobacco,  two  or  three  shirts,  soap,  fish-hooks, 
handkerchiefs,  pannikins,  and  many  other  things,  were 
nowhere  to  be  found ;  and  three  shot-belts,  which  we 
had  hung  up  on  the  door-post  just  before  breakfast, 
had  also  disappeared.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  congre- 
gation of  natives  had  very  much  diminished.  It  soon 
became  plain  that  they  had  taken  advantage  of  our  con- 
fidence in  their  friendliness  to  plunder  the  baggage. 

After  mustering  the  men  and  their  packs  outside 
the  house,  I  told  those  of  our  party  who  had  guns  to 
load  them  with  ball  and  be  on  their  guard ;  and  then 
addressed  a  middle-aged  man,  who  had  evidently  the 
greatest   authority  among    the   tribe,  and  who   had 
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watched  in  silence  our  search  for  the  missing  articles, 
of  which  I  wrote  aa  accurate  list.  He  sat  unmoved 
on  a  canoe,  with  his  face  half-wrapped  in  his  blanket, 
while  I  spoke. 

I  rtod  to  him  the  list  of  what  we  had  lost,  and  told 
him  that  I  was  sure  we  had  been  robbed  here.  Z  dwelt 
on  the  deceitful  way  in  which  he  and  his  people  had 
plundered  their  guests  while  they  cajoled  them  by 
friendly  behaviour;  and  told  him  that  the  name  of 
thieves  would  from  henceforth  remain  theirs  among 
the  White  people. 

I  then  stated  firmly,  that  I  would  wait  one  day  for 
restoration  of  the  stolen  things ;  but  that,  if  th^  were 
not  brought  back  by  the  next  morning,  I  should  send 
the  rest  of  the  party  on  their  route,  and  return  to 
Port  Nicholson  for  a  large  party  of  soldiers  or  of  my 
friends.  "  I  shall  have  to  go  barefooted  and  alone," 
said  I  (for  one  of  my  boots  was  among  the  plunder), 
"  but  I  will  return  with  a  war-party  to  destroy  this 
'*  village  and  your  canoes,  and  take  payment  from  your 
"  cultivations  for  what  you  have  stolen." 

The  audience  seemed  aghast  at  this  announcement ; 
the  women  wailed  and  waved  their  arms  about  as 
though  at  an  ordinary  tangi  ;  and  the  chief  stammered 
out  various  excuses, — that  "  strangers  had  taken  the 
'*  things,"  and  that  "  they  were  gone  to  the  bush ;  he 
"  could  not  find  them." 

I  had  the  packs  placed  carefully  inside  the  house, 
and  then  repeated  my  terms.  Warning  every  one  to 
be  on  the  look-out  and  ready  with  his  arms,  I  then  lit 
my  pipe,  and  sat  down  in  front  of  the  ehief. 

He  was  at  last  convinced  that  I  '  J  ^tilted  my  real 
intentions,  and  ascended  a  high  .  >  i  :it.  one 

comer  of  tliepa,  liAMyr  he  shorn     iie  hill* 

an  earnest  address  'iflBie  thieves  , 
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they  had  stolen.     The  rest  of  the  audience  dispersed^ 
and  ran  to  another  village  close  by. 

The  old  man  continued  all  day  and  a  great  part  of 
the  night  on  his  rostrum,  shouting  at  intervals  towards 
the  other  village,  while  we  kept  constant  watch,  ad- 
mitting no  natives  into  the  house,  and  refusing  their 
food.  My  little  slave  was  trembling  with  fright,  but 
told  me  that  I  had  spoken  well  to  them,  and  that  the 
things  would  come  back.  In  fact,  they  were  aU  brought 
in,  except  some  trifling  articles,  before  our  breakfast 
in  the  morning.  At  intervals,  a  native  would  come 
stealthily  into  the  village,  saying  that  he  had  found 
this  or  that  on  the  path  or  in  a  potato-garden.  The 
chief  collected  them  in  a  heap  as  they  were  brought  to 
him,  and  handed  them  over  to  me  in  the  morning; 
claiming,  however,  utu  or  payment  for  his  exertions 
in  the  matter.  This  I  steadily  refused  ;  and  we  moved 
on  to  the  house  of  an  intelligent  young  native  about  a 
mile  in  the  interior.  He  pressed  us  eagerly  to  partake 
of  his  hospitality,  as  the  weather  was  again  wet,  and 
he  wished  to  prove  to  us  that  all  the  natives  of  this 
place  were  not  thieves.  He  produced  a  certificate  from 
the  clerk  of  Evans's  whaling-station  at  Kapiti,  and  told 
us  that  he  had  built  the  house  for  him.  He  and  his 
family  entertained  us  very  kindly  and  hospitably,  and 
then  carried  us  on  their  shoulders  across  the  Ohau  in 
the  morning. 

A  tedious  walk  of  fifteen  miles  along  the  beach,  re- 
lieved by  no  view  but  that  of  the  sand-hummocks 
looming  in  successive  long  points  as  we  advanced, 
brought  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  Manawatu.  For- 
tunately, a  body  of  natives  were  inhabiting  the  small 
village  in  which  I  had  slept  during  my  excursion  with 
Geordie  Young,  and  they  succeeded  in  getting  us 
across  in  three  trips  of  a  small  rickety  canoe,  notwith- 
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standing  the  rip  caused  by  a  fresh  sea-breeze  against  the 
strong  ebb.  They  could,  however,  supply  us  with  no 
provisions,  as  they  were  only  visitors  like  ourselves; 
from  a  settlement  near  the  gorge  of  the  Manawatu; 
and  were  themselves  living  on  the  flesh  of  a  stranded 
whale,  which  had  induced  them  to  come  down  to  the 
sea.  They  had  collected  the  whalebone  for  barter 
with  Europeans,  and  were  trying  out  a  small  stock  of 
oil  for  their  home  consumption  in  two  or  three  iron 
pots.  On  a  stage  in  the  pa  were  several  baskets  of 
potatoes  ;  and  I  proposed  to  take  one,  leaving  some  to- 
bacco in  its  place  according  to  native  custom  ;  but  the 
whalers  discouraged  this  proposal,  saying  that  they 
knew  the  owner  had  reserved  them  for  seed,  and  would 
be  angry  at  their  being  taken,  even  if  amply  paid  for. 
So  we  were  obliged  to  be  satisfied  with  some  of  our 
biscuit  and  salt  meat. 

The  next  day  we  reached  Rangitikeh  about  thirteen 
miles  further  along  the  same  desolate-looking  coast. 
The  small  stockaded  pa  on  the  south  bank  was  quite 
deserted,  and  the  very  houses  which  had  formerly 
sheltered  my  large  party  on  the  opposite  side  seemed 
to  have  been  removed.  We  fired  two  or  three  shots, 
hoping  to  attract  some  natives,  as  our  stock  of  pro- 
visions was  running  low,  and  there  were  no  pota- 
toes on  any  of  the  stages  ;  but  we  received  no  answer. 
Little  HeuheUy  my  slave,  now  suggested  that  we 
should  sound  for  a  potato-pit ;  and  the  ramrods  were 
accordingly  stuck  into  the  earth  in  every  pro  "  "^ook 
of  the  pa.  The  lad  at  last  pounced  upon  a: 
store,  and  we  filled  two  large  baskets  with 
which  were  remarkable  for  their  siai 

Just  before  dusk,  I  observed  ti 
two  natives  stealing  a  look  at  ou 
behind  a  low  fern-covered  ridge  oo 


mu  ADJrujnvuiL  in  mnr  oALAmx,       otum.  xui 

They  dkappeared  immediately  on  my  thoutiiig  to 
them ;  but  irhen  I  had  called  out  that  it  was  ^  JS- 
**  raweke  and  his  White  peq>le  irery  hungry  and  tired,'' 
a  small  canoe  glided  out  of  the  rushes  a  little  higher 
up,  and  they  were  soon  sitting  by  our  fire  smdung  a 
welcome  pipe.  They  were  of  the  Ngatiapa  tribe,  and 
had  seen  me  on  my  former  visit  here.  Our  guns  had 
attracted  their  notice;  but  they  had  feared  to  croai 
ovet,  thinking  that  we  were  a  party  of  the  Ngatiram- 
kawUf  to  whom  this  pa  belonged,  and  some  of  whom 
they  described  to  be  little  scrupulous  in  plundering  or 
tyrannizing  over  the  remnants  of  the  aboriginal  tribe, 
under  very  slight  pretexts.  I  told  them  of  the  potatoes 
which  I  had  taken,  and  left  in  their  charge  some  to- 
bacco for  the  owner.  They  told  me  that  the  potatoes 
had  been  collected  for  Captain  Lewis  by  some  of  his 
natives,  and  tbit  they  would  give  them  the  utu.  The 
level  country  is  of  great  extent  hereabouts ;  the  Tara- 
rua  and  Rtia  Hine  ranges  lie  far  distant  to  the  east  and 
south-east,  and  Timffa  liiro,  due  north  by  compass 
and  aliout  seventy  miles  off,  towers  over  the  plain, 
which  rises  gradually  into  a  table-land  and  broken 
ridges  near  his  base.  This  view  was  majestic  at  sun- 
rise ;  the  excessive  clearness  of  the  atmosphere  allow- 
ing us  to  see  dark  places  clear  of  snow  on  the  sides  of 
the  mountiiin.  Mount  Egmont,  too,  was  visible  fur- 
ther to  the  north-west.  This  district  appeared  from 
the  pa  clear  of  timber,  and  well  adapted  for  pasturage 
for  a  considerable  distance  inland. 

After  recompensing  the  natives  for  ferrying  us  over 
the  river,  we  proceeded  along  the  coast,  still  sandy  and 
doHolate.  We  passed  two  or  three  trickling  streams, 
and  two  dead  whales  stripped  of  their  whalebone  by 
nativ(»);  and  encamped  among  the  sand-hills,  after 
about  fifteen  miles*  march,  near  one  of  the  small  rills. 
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The  drift-wood,  whicli  abounds  along  the  whole  of  this 
eoast,  served  to  maintain  a  large  fire ;  and  after  our 
meal  we  spread  our  blankets  within  its  genial  warmth, 
under  the  lee  of  a  sand-hill,  which  protected  us  from 
the  sea-breeze.  But  the  wind  shifted  about  the  middle 
of  the  night,  and  blew  fresh  from  the  east  off  the 
snow-capped  ranges.  The  cold  was  the  most  bitter  I. 
had  yet  experienced ;  and  we  found  it  impossible  to 
sleep,  although  muffled  up  in  woollen  shirts  and  pea- 
coats,  and  rolled  all  together  under  the  thickness  of 
three  blankets,  close  by  the  fire.  I  alone  got  a  doze 
towards  daylight,  by  deserting  the  common  couch,  and 
coiling  myself  on  the  very  edge  of  the  fire,  among  the 
smoke  and  showers  of  sparks  on  its  lee  side. 

We  were  early  on  foot,  and  soon  warm  with  walk- 
ing. About  four  miles  further  on,  we  came  to  a  river 
called  the  Turakinaf  which  we  forded  without  difficulty 
at  a  spot  indicated  by  the  native  lad,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  sea ;  the  water  being  up  to  our  waists,  and 
very  cold.  After  another  mile  of  sand-hills,  we  reached 
the  banks  of  the  TVangmhu^  and  saw  the  remains  of 
the  encampment  occupied  by  my  party  in  April.  The 
fording  of  this  river  was  more  difficult,  the  current  be- 
ing extremely  rapid,  and  the  bed  of  the  stream  a  shifb^ 
ing  quicksand  which  seemed  to  move  along  with  the 
water,  and  varied  in  consistency,  so  that  at  one  step 
your  ankles  were  hardly  immersed  and  at  the  next  you 
sank  up  to  your  arm-pits.  The  river  is  here  about 
two  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  and  the  water  was  pain- 
fully cold.  After  warming  our  limbs  and  drying  our 
clothes  at  a  large  fire,  we  pushed  alonsr  the  beach, 
passed  the  remains  of  my  first  bivouae,!  ^crth 

reached  the  hill  near  TVahipunay  overlo 
of  the  TVanganm,     A  glowiny 
features   of  this  lovely  sceoi 
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time  enjoying  the  view.  The  Surprise  schooner  wa8 
lying  at  Purua  ;  we  could  distinguish  numerous  large 
houses  on  either  bank  of  the  river,  especially  two  or 
three  apparently  inhabited  near  the  large  pa  ;  and  we 
could  see  the  hospitable  smoke,  and  hear  the  hum  of 
people  from  the  native  villages.  After  our  long  dreary 
journey,  and  breaking  suddenly  from  barren  sand-hills 
upon  this  pleasant  scene,  we  all  felt  lively  and  good- 
humoured  ;  and,  after  firing  our  guns  as  a  signal,  raced 
and  skipped  and  shouted  like  children  down  the  sand- 
hill to  the  river  s  beach,  notwithstanding  our  sore  feet 
and  hunger. 

On  reaching  Putikiwaranui,  I  was  loudly  greeted  by 
many  of  my  old  friends,  and  E  Kuru  soon  dashed  on  to 
the  beach  in  a  boat  manned  by  natives,  and  gave  me  his 
usual  dignified  but  most  hearty  welcome.  We  got  into 
the  boat,  and  landed  at  the  spot  where  the  scramble 
for  the  goods  had  taken  place.  JE  Kuru  signed  to  me 
to  follow  him,  and  led  the  way  to  a  very  large  ware, 
about  twenty  yards  from  the  bank.  "  This  house  is 
"yours,"  said  he ;  '*tell  your  White  men  to  go  in."  On 
entering,  I  found  it  indeed  a  noble  present.  The  house 
was  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty-eight  feet  broad.  Slabs 
of  totara  wood,  two  feet  broad,  neatly  smoothed  with 
the  adze,  and  placed  at  regular  intervals  of  five  feet, 
formed  the  frame- work  of  the  walls ;  and  these,  nine 
feet  high  and  six  inches  thick,  were  composed  of 
neatly  packed  bundles  of  raupo  or  bulrushes,  lined  in- 
side with  the  glazed  reeds  of  the  tohe  tohe,  and  outside 
with  the  wiwi,  or  fine  grass.  The  reeds  are  as  thick  as 
a  finger,  of  a  golden  yellow  colour,  and  stand  hori- 
zontally between  the  slabs,  bound  in  their  place  by 
flaxen  ties,  which  are  noosed  round  each  separate  reed, 
and  cross  horizontally  from  slab  to  slab  at  distances  of 
a  foot.     The  roof,  also  six  inches  thick,  was  composed 
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of  four  layers :  the  innermost,  take  take  reeds,  like  the 
walls ;  the  second,  bark  of  the  totara  ;  the  third; 
raupo  ;  and  the  outside  one,  tufta  of  fine  grass,  put  on 
like  shingles,  with  the  roots  downwards.  The  roof 
was  supported  by  one  post  in  the  centre  of  the  houses 
a  foot  in  diameter,  which  upheld  a  huge  slab  ad  a 
ridge-pole ;  and  four  large  corner  rafters,  and  several 
smaller  ones,  all  neatly  adzed  out  of  solid  trees,  sloped 
down  to  the  four  walls.  Two  tie-beams,  six  inches 
each  in  diameter,  supported  the  inward  pressure  of  the 
walla,  directly  dnder  each  end  of  the  ridge-pole,  to 
which  they  were  attached  by  perpendiculars. 

A  splendid  hog  was  brought  alive  as  the  customary 
present ;  and  one  of  the  surveying-men,  a  butcher  by 
trade,  proceeded  to  show  his  science.  A  store  of 
potatoes,  pumpkins,  kmneras,  and  shallots,  was  piled  up 
in  one  corner  of  the  house,  and  a  fire  was  lit  near  the 
middle,  on  the  hard  earthen  floor ;  and  a  numerous 
troop  of  E  Kuru's  followers  and  relations  busied  them- 
selves in  helping  the  butcher  and  the  cook,  fetching 
water,  peeling  potatoes,  or  strewing  one  end  of  the 
house  with  clean  fern  for  our  sleeping-place. 

liittle  Heukeu  was  as  busy  as  the  rest,  and  chat- 
tered a  lively  description  of  all  our  proceedings.  I 
remember  being  struck  by  the  kind  greeting  which 
E  Kuru  gave  him,  almost  as  though  he  had  been  his 
own  son.  He  kindly  dwelt  on  his  courage  in  coining, 
and  his  endurance  in  carrying  my  heavy  load,  and  evi- 
dently felt  sincere  pleasure  when  I  loudly  praised  the 
boy's  services.  By  this  sort  of  treatment,  E  Kuru  had 
secured  the  perfect  devotion  of  hMfeyes.  Except  in 
cases  of  misconduct,  I  never  he9^^H|^M^^reat  or 
a  harsh  word  towards  them.  Th^^^^^^^^^^ctly 
as  members  of  the  family^  a 
the  amusements  its  well  as  1 
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They  were  always  as  well  clothed  and  fed  and  supplied 
with  tobacco  as  himself.  By  his  own  example^  and  by 
frequently  holding  them  up  to  the  emulation  or  ridicule 
of  the  rest,  according  to  their  merits,  he  had  succeeded  in 
raising  them  to  great  perfection  in  all  the  parts  of  a 
native's  education,  and  to  a  very  complete  discipline : 
they  were  confessedly  the  best  paddlers  and  polers  and 
pig-hunters,  the  most  expert  house-builders  and  woods- 
men on  the  river ;  and  under  so  good  and  noble  a  master 
they  gloried  in  the  title  of  slave.  I  have  frequently 
been  told  by  some  among  them  that  they  would  &ff 
rather  remain  his  slaves  than  return  freed  to  their  own 
tribe  and  country.  I  have  somewhat  anticipated  my 
impressions  on  this  subject,  which  were  of  course  not 
fully  acquired  until  I  had  seen  much  more  of  JE  Kuru 
and  his  people ;  but  I  should  find  it  difficult  to  describe, 
as  gradually  as  it  was  urged  on  my  mind  by  a  hundred 
scattered  and  trifling  circumstances,  this  trait  of  my 
friend ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  reader  will  pardon  an 
anachronism  which  serves  to  record  this  striking  cha- 
racteristic of  a  savage,  whose  high  name  rested  no  less 
on  his  generous  qualities  than  on  his  noble  pedigree. 

The  condition  of  a  New  Zealand  slave  is  indeed 
rarely  very  painful  or  oppressed.  Mokai,  the  word  for 
"  slave  "  most  used  in  the  native  language,  is  the  same 
which  they  apply  to  favourite  birds,  dogs,  or  pigs,  and 
is  fairly  represented  by  the  English  word  "pet."* 
To  be  sure,  they  hold  their  life  at  the  mercy  of  their 
lord,  and  obey  his  orders  under  penalty  of  death  ;  but 
they  rarely  do  harder  work  than  the  other  members  of 

*  The  more  offensive  and  insulting  term,  tau  reka  reka^  is  less 
frequently  used,  and  is  applied  rather  to  captives  newly  taken  in 
war,  and  while  the  passions  of  the  masters  are  hot.  A  third  word, 
porumga^  answers  rather  to  our  "  servant ;"  and  the  fourth,  kukiy  is 
probably  only  a  corruption  from  the  "  cook  "  on  board  ships. 
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the  tribe,  and  are  not  eeparated  from  the  society  and 
conversation  of  their  meters,  except  the  latter  be  of 
remurkaUy  tyrannical  or  avaricious  deposition,  and 
thus  inclined  to  make  them  endure  his  caprice,  or  vfork 
hard  in  order  to  gain  for  him  large  payment.  The 
following  are  a  few  examples  of  the  latter  class  of  mas- 
ters. Rauperaha  wantonly  killed  one  of  his  slaves  who 
brought  him  tribute  at  the  Mana  feast;  in  1839,  in 
order  to  serve  a  dainty  dish  to  his  Ngatiraukawa  allies. 
Rangihaeata  once  took  a  young  slave-child  by  the  heels 
and  dashed  its  brains  out  against  a  post,  in  Otahi  pa, 
for  breaking  his  pipe  while  lighting  it.  A  chief  at 
Taupo  in  the  interior  threw  his  slave  into  one  of  the 
boiling  ponds  there  for  stealing  a  few  potatoes. 

But  E  Kuru  was  no  less  startling  an  exception  on 
the  other  side ;  for  while  it  was  common  for  even  kind 
masters  to  speak  depreciatingly  of  their  slaves  to  a 
White  man,  he  always  took  jrains  to  obtain  the  same 
kind  appreciation  and  generous  familiarity  for  his  slaves 
from  the  White  man  as  he  yielded  to  them  himself.  I 
may  mention  as  a  proof  of  this,  that  it  was  only  after 
some  years  and  much  careful  observation,  that  I  had 
learned  to  distinguish  the  slaves  from  the  free  men 
among  his  retinue. 

After  a  solid  meal,  we  began  to  exchange  our  news. 
E  Kuru  told  me  that  two  White  missionaries  had  ar- 
rived ;  one  of  whom  lived  in  tJie  houses  near  Putikkoa* 
ranui,  while  the  other  inhabited  a  house  at  the  point 
about  400  yards  above  this  spot  He  told  me  that  a 
great  many  houses  had  been  built  by  the  natives  in 
readiness  for  the  White  settlers,  and.||||^he  clearings 
for  potato-gardens  had  been  increasec" 
order  to  insure  an  ample  supply  of  p 

A  trading-boat  from  Foi:t  NJS 
built  by  Joe  Robinson,  had  been  t 
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of  the  settlers  from  England.  He  had  ascended  the 
river  seventy  miles  in  a  canoe,  reaching  a  large  and 
populous  pa  called  Pttkehika  ;  and  had  gone  away  again 
with  his  boat  well  loaded. 

Mr.  Matthews,  the  missionary  whom  E  Kuru  had 
described  as  living  on  this  side  of  the  river,  was  very 
kind  in  his  offers  of  hospitality  to  our  party^  and  sent 
us  sugar,  wine,  and  several  other  acceptable  supplies. 
He  also  gave  us  an  interesting  account  of  a  battle  which 
had  taken  place  between  two  tribes  of  the  natives,  at 
fVaitotara^  very  lately.  From  his-  information,  com- 
bined with  that  furnished  by  E  Kuru  and  other  natives, 
I  gathered  the  following  particulars  of  the  afi^dr. 

It  appears  that  a  feud  had  existed  for  many  years  be- 
tween the  Ngarauru  and  Ngatiruanui  tribes  inhabit- 
ing the  country  between  PFaitotara  and  ff^aitnate,  and 
the  Ngatipehi  who  dwell  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Taupo 
in  the  interior  of  the  island.  Each  of  these  partes  had 
friends  and  allies  among  the  diflFerent  divisions  of  the 
TVanganm  tribes.  The  Ngatiraaka^  or  aboriginal  in- 
habitants, headed  by  Te  Anoruay  were  friendly  to  the 
coast  natives,  who  resembled  them  both  in  the  antiquity 
of  their  dwelling  near  the  sea,  and  in  the  eagerness 
with  which  they  had  adopted  the  doctrines  of  Uie  na- 
tive teachers  who  preceded  the  White  missionaries.* 
Turoa,  on  the  other  hand,  and  the  Paiutokoto  tribes 
under  him, were  open  allies  of  the  Taupo  tribes  ;  from 
among  whom  they  had  originally  migrated  to  the  banks 
of  this  river,  and  whose  adherence  to  their  ancient 
form,  or  rather  want  of  religion,  they  still  m  great 

*  The  Ngarauru  at  Waitotara  were  now  especially  under  thQ 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Matthews  in  his  office  of  catechist ;  and  he 
used  frequently  to  ride  there  on  one  of  three  horses,  bred  at  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  which  he  and  his  superior,  Mr.  Mason,  had  brought  tQ 
Wanganui  with  them. 
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measure  imitated.  E  Kuru  had  a  more  difficult  game 
to  play.  Of  his  four  wives  now  living,  one  was  of  the 
highest  Ngatipeki  blood,  while  another  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  chief  of  as  great  influence  as  any  among  the 
democratic  Ngarauru. 

It  appears  that  the  old  grievances  had  been  again 
raked  up,  principally  by  the  inhospitable  reception  given 
at  Tat^  to  two  native  teachers,  who  had  been  deputed 
from  ff^aitotm-a  to  convert  their  former  enemies,  as 
well  as  to  secure  a  lasting  peace.  Heuheu,  the  despotic 
chief  of  the  Ngatipehi,  was  violently  opposed  to  the 
introduction  of  the  new  creed,  because  it  avowedly 
levelled  the  distinction  between  chief  and  slave,  and 
raised  up  b»  leaders  of  the  community  those  who,  like 
the  two  emissaries  in  question,  had  lost  caste  by  the  long 
captivity  which  had  been  the  means  of  their  acquir- 
ing Christian  knowledge  in  the  normal  schools  of  the 
North.  The  teachers  had  been  very  roughly  handled; 
and  Heuheu  had  threatened  that,  if  they  returned  on 
the  same  errand,  he  would  "  eat  their  heads,  and  make 
"  cartridge-paper  of  their  hymn-books ! "  This  treat- 
ment had  led  to  recriminations  and  insulting  messages 
between  the  f^aitotara  natives  and  Turoa,  who  warmly 
espoused  the  cause  of  his  angry  relation.  The  eager 
pupils  of  the  repulsed  teachers  at  length  forgot  all  their 
new  lessons  of  Christian  meekness,  assumed  a  high 
tone,  and  said  that  "  Turoa's  head  w^  potatoes  for 
"  their  ovens."  So  outrageous  an  insult  was  not  to  be 
tamely  borne  by  a  cbi^  whoisc  head  wfis  fapu,  or  sacred 
even  against  the  todj^^  The  very  deepest  affront  had 
been  openly  sent  as  Ji^MHU|^^H||h  Heimmediatt^ly 
communiciited  with  ^^^^^^^^^^K,  A^^*^  ^^^  conse- 
quence had  been  the  q 
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singled  out  by  the  tohunga,  or  sages,  from  the  whole 
tribe.  They  were  headed  by  Ttxuteka,  a  chief  of  almost 
equal  importance  to  Heuheu  himself,  and  most  of  the 
other  great  names  of  the  tribe.  The  number  was  made 
up  of  tried  and  experienced  warriors,  and  victory  was 
promised  to  them  by  the  soothsayers,  who  confined  their 
number  to  that  above  mentioned. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  they  had  carried 
all  before  them.  The  inhabitants  fled  almost  without 
a  blow  towards  Patea,  and  abandoned  Te  Ibupuku 
and  another  strong  pa  to  the  conquerors.  Tliesef 
who  had  chosen  the  harvest-season  for  their  arrival, 
lived  for  some  time  on  the  fat  of  the  land,  slaugphter* 
ing  pigs,  and  gathering  in  the  kumeras,  Indiian 
corn,  potatoes,  and  other  abundant  crops  of  the  fertile 
valley. 

The  rightful  reapers,  however,  returned  suddenly^ 
reinforced  by  allies  from  the  Ngattruanui  and  Tarianaki 
villages  to  the  number  of  600,  and  blockaded  the  iur 
vading  army  in  E  Toka,  or  "  the  Rock,"  a  pa  almost 
impregnable  by  mere  assault.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  Mr.  Matthews  arrived  among  them  and  attempted 
to  mediate  between  the  two  parties.  But  little  blood 
had  been  actually  shed ;  the  besieged  had  exhausted 
their  food  and  their  ammunition ;  and  a  parley  was 
soon  agreed  to.  The  besiegers  were  to  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  fort  in  order  to  be  reconciled  with  their  foes, 
and  shake  hands  with  them  according  to  the  new  cus- 
tom ;  which,  strangely  enough,  the  Christian  natives 
seemed  to  consider  as  a  sign  of  the  faith  and  as  a  reli- 
gious ceremony,  rather  than  as  a  civilized  improvement 
on  the  process  of  nose-rubbing.  In  return,  die  Taupo 
party  were  to  be  allowed  to  depart  for  fVanganui  with 
all  the  honours  of  war ;  and  peace  was  to  be  between 
the  tribes.     I  have  often  listened  to  the  animfit 
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scription  of  the  B<^ne  which  ensued  giren  me  by  some 
of  the  Nga^eki. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  with  the  besieged  when  they 
admitted  their  new  allies.  These  walked'  quietly  up 
the  hill,  and  marshalled  themselves  in  considerable 
numbers  inside  the  fort.  They  then  advanced  towards 
the  others,'  who  were  Bitting  to  receive  in  a  dignified 
way  the  expected  greeting.  But,  holding  out  the  left 
hand,  each  Christian  native  now  seized  a  heathen  by 
the  right  wiist  inetead  of  the  hand,  and  assaulted  him' 
with  his  tomahawk,  till  then  concealed  beneath  the' 
mat.  -  A  frightful  scene  of  carnage  ensued.  Those 
that  escaped  the  first  onslaught  fled  down  the  hill, 
amidst  the  miaketry  of  the  party  in  the  fort,  and  were 
received  by  fresh  parties  placed  in  ambush  among  the 
fern  in  the  low  grounds.  Mr.  Matthews,  generously 
ran  with  them,  hoping  by  this  means  to  prevent  the 
murderous  fire ;  but  he'  was  obliged  by  its  continuance 
to  take  shelter  and  leave  them  to  their  fate.  Out  of 
140  men,  only  forty  reached  f^anganui ;  and  many  of 
these  were  lying,  severely  wounded,  in  the  village  of 
T\troa,  who  had  managed  to  escape  unhurt.  TaiUelea 
and  several  other  leading  chiefs  were  among  the  slain. 
E  Kuru  told  me  that,  before  the  slaughter,  he  had 
decided  upon  considering  the  Taup'o  people  as  the  first 
aggressors,  and  that  he  had  consequently  sent  the 
Ngarauru  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  although 
he  had  taken  no  actual  part  on  either  side :  but  the 
treachery  of  the  so-called  Chrietians,  and  the  sight  of 
his  wounded  relsliM|f  together  with  the  memory  of 
the  de»d,  had  ^^^KV  ■<0l|I^B^  ^*^  change  in  his 
mind ;  and  thougf(^^^^nttU|^Kd  publicly  as  'a  strict 

neutral,  his    "    "  ^       '         " 

tthat 
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and  that  he  might  be  expected^  as  soon  as  the  summer 
season  should  agam  furnish  provisions  in  the  culti- 
vated grounds,  to  revenge  the  defeat  of  Tauteka-  with 
a  strong  muster  of  allies  from  ff^aikato  and  Rotorua. 

Macgregor,  the  owner  of  the  Surprise,  had  made  a 
trip  to  his  old  abode  in  the  South  of  the  islands  since  I 
last  saw  him.  He  had  brought  back  with  him  several 
of  his  fellow-settlers ;  and  these  had  been  located  l^ 
£!  Kuru  about  five  miles  up  the  river,  near  a  grove  of 
pine-trees,  from  which  they  were  cutting  the  timber 
for  a  small  vessel.  E  Kuru  apologized  for  having 
thus  far  disposed  of  any  of  the  territory  which  he  had 
sold  to  me;  but  asked  and  received  my  sanction' to 
their  squatting,  for  this  purpose,  until  the  settlers 
should  require  the  land.  The  ship-builders  themselves 
went  through  the  same  form.  Macgregor  had,  in 
acccordance  with  his  intentions  formerly  agreed  to  by 
me,  established  a  trading  station  at  Turoa%  village  of 
Purua.  The  boat  in  which  E  Kuru  had  ferried  us 
over  on  our  arrival  was  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the 
shipwrights,  to  whom  it  belonged;  and  we  ascended 
the  river  in  it  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Te  Kau 
Arapawa^  accompanied  by  E  Kuru. 

A  mile  beyond  the  new  dock-yard,  we  reached  a 
settlement  where  Rangi  Tauwira  was  dwelling  with 
his  people.  He  had  already  paid  me  a  visit  of  cere- 
mony, bringing  the  accustomed  offering  of  a  fine  pig ; 
and  his  example  had  been  followed  by  Te  Ana-ua, 
TuroUy  and  some  other  chiefs  of  consequence.  '  On 
this  occasion,  the  venerable  old  man,  although  bent 
double  with  age,  insisted  on  joining  the  party,  with  his 
favourite  son,  a  merry,  frank-hearted  lad  of  ten  or 
twelve.  He  coiled  himself  up  in  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  gave  us  the  names  of  every  settlement  and  tj** 
butary  stream  along  the  banks,  and  seemed  to  « 
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his  presence,  whenever  Mr.  Park  landed  to  complete  a 
sketch  of  the  river,  aa  a  thorough  confirmation  of  the 
bargain,  in  which  he  had  taken  bo  earnest  a  part.  He 
eagerly  rejoiced  in  thinking  that  the  use  of  the  compass 
and  pocket-sextant  were  measures  indicative  of  the 
early  arrival  of  the  settlers,  and  frequently  repeated 
his  former  metaphor  of  covering  the  land  with  White 
people  as  he  did  vrith  a  handful  of  sand.  On  our 
return  to  my  house,  I  accompanied  the  rest  of  the  party 
as  far  as  the  north  head  of  the  river,  and  wished  them 
a  prosperous  voyage  to  Tarana&i. 

Having  engaged  a  passage  in  the  Surprise,  which 
was  well  laden  with  live  hogs,  I  bade  farewell  to  E 
Kuru;  promising  to  return  soon  in  order  to  establish  a 
trading  station,  and  to  hasten  the  arrival  of  Burveyora 
and  settlers  to  inhabit  the  numerous  houses  which 
had  been  built  for  them. 

I  landed  at  KapHi,  and  in  a  day  or  two  after  crossed 
.over  to  the  main,  and  walked  to  Port  Nicholson.  In 
the  course  of  this  walk  I  vras  benighted  on  the  hills 
between  Porirua  and  Pitone,  having  mistaken  the  time 
of  the  rising  of  the  moon.  As  it  was  too  dark  to  pro- 
ceed along  the  tortuous  path  beneath  the  thick  foliage, 
I  lay  down  to  sleep  for  a  few  hours  among  the  moss 
and  forest-fern  beside  the  path.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  although  everything  was  so  damp  that 
I  could  not  light  a  fire,  and  I  had  no  blanket  or  any 
other  clothes  but  those  in  which  I  walked,  to  shield  me 
from  the  wet,  I  suffered  no  inconvenience  from  cold, 
and  rose  fresh  and  vigorous  at  the  first  dawn  of  day. 
jfe^tresented  to  me  by  a  whiiler  at  Km/jiVj,  kept 
■  path  whil'^  I  slept,  and  scoured  the 
r  an  owl  or  other  night-bird 
"  ;  the  hill 
&ie  eastern 
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range«  I  felt  as  if  returning  home«  and  gazed  with 
pleasure  on  the  majestic  harbour  and  deeping  settle- 
ment.    The  day  was  calm,  and  the  sky  unclouded.* 

*  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  a  series  of  lithographic  plates  from 
sketches  by  the  draughtsman  and  surveyors  of  the  New  Zealand 
Company  and  other  persons,  which  are  published  by  Messrs.  Smith, 
Elder,  and  Co.,  of  Comhill.  I  have  selected  them  from  ihe  portfolios 
of  the  Company,  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  for  this -purpose,  as 
very  correct  Illustrations  of  many  of  the  scenes  described  in  this 
book.  The  view  of  the  harbour  £rom  the  hills  above  Pitone  is  one  of 
them. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Ships  arrive  from  iSydney — Arrival  of  Mr.  Murphy  as  Police  Ma- 
gistrate—Departure of  the  Colonial  Secretary — Straggling  news 
from  the  North — ^Death  of  Mr.  Bumby — Progress  of  Britanpia — 
Club— Country  land&— Mr.  Bidwill —  «  Captain  "  Williams- 
Hire  of  a  schooner — Cloudy  Bay — Suspicious  death  of  Mr.  Wilton 
— Queen  Charlotte's  Soimd — Wild  cattle  hunting  on  Kapiti — 
Expedition  of  the  Brougham  with  Mr.  Murphy  and  the  soldiers 
— ^Want  of  a  Coroner  and  Jury — Licences — Discontent  of  whalers 
— Advantages  of  barter  with  good  natives  at  Wanganui, 

This  was  the  27th  of  September;  and  I  must  now 
retrace  the  events  which  had  occurred  at  Port  Nichol- 
son during  my  absence. 

The  PUone  natives,  headed  by  Epuni  and  Ware^ 
port,  had  armed  and  proceeded  towards  JVatrarapa 
shortly  after  my  departure,  doubtful  of  the  intentions 
of  a  party  of  the  Ngatikahuhunu  tribe,  who  had  lately 
assembled  there.  The  expedition  had,  however,  ended  in 
a  reconciliation  between  these  ancient  enemies ;  and  Te 
Hapuku,  the  head  chief  of  Hauriri  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
soon  after  visited  his  new  friends  in  a  trading  schooner. 

The  Coromandel  had  arrived  from  London,  vid  Syd- 
ney, with  a  heterogeneous  cargo  of  passengers,  and  a 
large  stock  of  sheep,  horses,  and  cattle.     Among  the 
passengers  were  the  conductors  of  a  merca"^^^^  ^rm, 
established  here  by  a  Liverpool  house,  an 
Petre  and  Major  Baker,  who  had  been  visiti 
Major  Baker  had  been  obliged  to  go  thej 
quence  of  an  action  brought  against  li 
by  Captain  Pearson  of  the  Infe 
ment  of  him  while  Police  Ma 
visional  Government. 
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Several  ships  from  Sydney  had  also  arrived  during 
this  period,  laden  with  stock  and  other  articles  suited 
to  the  new  market.  This  intercourse,  once  established, 
remained  upon  a  permanent  and  vigorous  footing  ever 
since. 

Among  the  arrivals  in  the  port  had  been  her  Majesty's 
brig  Britomart,  which  had  conveyed  a  Magistrate  to 
Akaroa,  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  co- 
lony. Mr.  Michael  Murphy,  formerly  Clerk  of  the 
Bench  at  Parramatta  in  New  South  Wales,  had  ar- 
rived in  this  vessel  to  take  his  place  as  Police  Magis- 
trate for  the  District  of  Port  Nicholson  on  the  &d ; 
and  Mr.  Shortland  had  returned  to  the  court  at  Russell 
in  the  brig  on  the  16th,  to  the  no  small  relief  of  the 
community. 

The  Platina  had  sailed  on  the  2nd  for  the  same 
destination,  with  the  Governor's  oflQcial  residence  on 
board. 

On  the  4th,  the  Cuba  had  conveyed  the  Port  Nichol- 
son deputation  to  Sydney.  Dr.  Evans  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  and  left  his  house  and  goods  in 
charge  of  a  native  chief  of  Pipitea,  who  had  become 
attached  to  the  family. 

A  few  numbers  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  Gazette  had 
found  their  way  hither,  through  Sydney ;  and  from 
these  were  gathered  our  only  news  of  what  had  been 
going  on  to  the  north. 

Allotments  of  land  in  the  Governor's  town  of  Rus- 
sell had  been  officially  announced  for  sale.  The  Col- 
lector of  Customs,  however,  appeared  to  be  residing  in 
Mr.  Busby's  town  of  Victoria ;  and  the  Kororareka 
people  had  christened  the  city  of  Russell  **  Hobson's 
"  Folly."  It  appeared,  too,  that  some  land  had  been  ac- 
quired for  the  Crown,  by  purchase  from  natives,  at 
Manganuiy  a  place  some  distance  to  the  North  of  the 
Bay  of  Islands. 
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New  Zealand  had  been  included  in  the  Bishopric  of 
Australia,  for  spiritual  purposes. 

Those  of  us  who  had  known  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bumby 
were  sincerely  grieved  to  hear  of  his  death  by  drowning, 
in  the  Frith  of  the  Thames.  While  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  missionary  labours,  he  had  been 
upset  in  a  native  canoe,  and  shared  the  fate  of  several 
of  the  crew.  We  had  been  led  by  our  short  but  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  this  gentleman  to  form  a  high 
opinion  of  his  benevolent  and  extended  views  as  to  the 
welfare  of  the  native  population,  and  to  indulge  in  the 
hope  that  he  would  have  been  enabled,  by  his  station  at 
the  head  of  the  Wesleyan  mission,  to  carry  out  the 
really  statesman-like  process  of  their  gradual  and  agree- 
able amalgamation  with  the  settlers,  in  the  means  to 
which  he  had  so  cordially  agreed  with  Colonel  Wake- 
field, Moreover,  the  manners  of  an  educated  gentle- 
man and  the  qualities  of  a  true  Christian  had  endeared 
him  to  us  as  a  private  friend. 

Dr.  Dieffenbach  had  returned  from  a  trip  to  explore 
the  valley  of  the  Hutt,  which  produced  no  great  result. 
He  had  traced  it  nearly  to  its  source,  and  ascended  to  a 
spot  on  the  Tararua  range,  from  which  he  obtained  a 
view  of  Kapiti  and  the  adjacent  part  of  the  Strait. 
It  was  proved,  however,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  no  ex- 
tension of  this  valley  led  to  the  plains  North  of  the 
range ;  and  also,  that  the  valley  contained  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  very  rich  alluvial  land  and  luxuriant 
timber. 

The  colonists  had  been  busily  engaged  in  removing 
to  Thorndon  and  the  flat  near  Te  Aro  pa^  where  su 
stantial  wooden  buildings  were  fast  assuming  the  ^ 
pearance  of  a  town.     General  consent  had  ee^ 
its  future  name  as  "Britannia;'  and  the 
which  had  stopped  its  weekly  issue  once 
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effect  a  removal,  now  sprang  from  a  neat  wooden  print- 
ing office  under  the  additional  title  of  the  "  Britannia 
"  Spectator." 

The  Company's  barque  Brougham  had  been  employed 
in  transporting  the  more  bulky  articles  across  the  har- 
bour. Among  these  was  the  iron  safe  of  the  bank, 
which  had  arrived  in  the  Glenbervie,  containing  the 
specie  and  notes  which  were  to  form  the  currency  of 
the  settlement .  Mr.  John  Smith,  the  manager,  showed 
great  anxiety  during  the  transit  of  the  safe,  and  having 
been  observed  by  the  natives  sitting  upon  its  summit 
as  it  lay  on  the  deck,  acquired  from  them  the  title  of 
"  Jacky  Box/'  by  which  he  was  ever  afterwards  known 
among  all  shades  of  colonists. 

Colonel  Wakefield  was  busy,  like  the  rest,  getting 
up  a  town  residence.  A  swampy  clay  mound  of  Bome 
six  acres  in  extent  had  been  reserved  for  public  purposes 
near  Barrett's  hotel ;  and  on  a  spot  near  the  summit 
of  this  some  labourers  were  busy  digging  the  holes  for 
the  foundation-piles.  He  had  bought  a  house  brought 
from  England  in  frame  from  a  colonist  who  hesitated 
about  setting  it  up  for  himself ;  and  proposed,  by  the 
addition  of  a  veranda  and  kitchen,  to  make  it  a  tolera- 
bly comfortable  dwelling.  The  holes  filled  with  water 
as  fast  as  they  were  dug ;  and  I  remember  ridiculing 
the  idea  of  the  location  ever  becoming  tenable.  JSpum, 
too,  who  had  once  tried  a  crop  of  potatoes  on  the  very 
spot,  declared  that  it  was  good  for  nothing.  A  person 
who  should  now  walk  up  the  hard  drive,  and  inspect  the 
lawn  of  rye-grass  and  clover,  or  the  fertile  garden  near 
the  house,  with  its  geraniums  grown  into  hedges,  could 
form  no  idea  of  what  the  place  was  before  it  was 
drained  by  careful  cultivation. 

The  state  of  the  community  was  at  this  time  exceed- 
ingly cheerful.    All  the  labour  of  the  settlemeat  was 
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absorbed  at  high  wages  in  the  work  of  buildmg,  gar- 
dening, and  fencing;  and  everybody  was  weU  and 
pleasantly  employed  either  in  working  or  superintend- 
ing his  workmen. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  a  club  was  formed,  called 
the  Wakefield  Club  in  honour  of  Colonel  Wakefield. 
The  original  members  were  about  twenty ;  and  a  small 
house  was  bought  from  a  settler  who  had  squatted  in  a 
nook  among  the  hills  overlooking  the  town  soon  alter 
erecting  it  on  his  town  section  close  to  the  water's  edge. 
Visitors  and  travellers  were  allowed  to  become  hono- 
rary members  for  three  months; — and  at  a  house-, 
dinner  held  every  Saturday  a  stranger  was  sure  of 
meeting  some  of  the  principal  colonists ;  for  the  sub- 
scription and  entrance-money  had  been  purpos^y  fixed 
at  a  high  sum.  A  rem&rkable  eeprit  de  corps  prevailed 
in  this  little  select  society  ever  since,  and  Saturday 
soon  became  for  most  of  the  members  a  t<^  day,  on 
which  no  invitation  was  accepted. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  a  selection  took  place  of  such 
of  the  country  lands  as  were  already  surveyed.  These 
included  thirty  sections,  of  100  acres  each,  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Hutt  valley,  twenty-five  of  which  were 
chosen ;  end  ten  between  the  town  and  the  searcoast 
to  the  south,  of  which  four  were  chosen.  Three  se^ 
tionists  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  fixing  on 
any  spot  along  the  shores  of  the  harbour,  the  bounda- 
ries to  be  marked  out  hereafter;  and  chose,  respectively, 
the  valley  of  the  Kai  PFara  Wara,  where  "  Dog'g- 
"  ear's"  village  stood ; — Nga  hauranga,  where  Ware- 
port  resided; — and  a  block  of  rough,  barren-looking 
hills  partially  clear  of  timber,  and  adjoining  the 
northern  edge  of  the  broad  Belt  re^ryed  for  public 
purposes  all  round  the  tojf^^rhcTBt  15th,  20th, 
22nd,  and  28th  choic^ii^^^^^^^^^Berve!:;,  ^vere 
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chosen  by  the  Surveyor-General  nearly  m  a  block  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Pitone ; — the  500 
acres  including  the  pa  itself,  the  valley  of  the  Karokoro 
or  "  Throat"  stream,  a  frontage  of  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  on  the  beach  of  the  harbour,  and  some  of  the 
most  valuable  land  between  the  western  hills  and  the 
Hutt  river. 

Mr.  Molesworth,  who  had  long  had  an  eye  to  a 
beautiful  tract  of  land  about  two  miles  up  the  east 
bank  of  the  river,  secured  two  sections  with  some  early 
choices;  and  proceeded  immediately  to  clear  a  few 
acres  for  cultivation.  Several  other  persons  followed 
his  example ;  and  the  sound  of  the  axe  rang  merrily 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 

Mr.  John  Carne  Bidwill,  a  gentleman  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  New  South  Wales,  but  who 
added  a  great  knowledge  of  natural  history  and  shrewd 
powers  of  observation  to  that  enterprising  spirit  and 
love  of  adventure  which  combine  to  make  a  good  colo- 
nist, was  at  this  time  visiting  our  settlements,  and  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  be  introduced  to  his  acquaint- 
ance. Mr.  Bidwill  had  on  a  former  occasion  visited 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  the  Frith  and  valley  of  the  Thames, 
and  the  districts  of  Taupo  and  JVaikato.  During  that 
journey,  he  had  ascended  the  volcano  of  Tonga  Riro, 
and  his  narratives  of  this  and  other  adventures  were 
most  interesting.  As  they  have  since  been  published 
under  his  own  name,  I  will  only  refer  my  reader  to 
the  work  as  one  which  will  well  repay  the  trouble  of 
perusal.*  When  we  heard  that  the  Governor  had  the 
intention  of  founding  a  new  city,  to  be  the  metropolis 
of  the  country,  somewhere  in  the  Gulf  of  HauraJce  or 
Frith  of  the  Thames,  Mr.  Bidwill  strongly  expressed 

*  *  Bambles  in  New  Zealand/  by  J.  C.  Bidwill,  Esq.     Londoa: 
Orr  and  Co.,  1841. 


"CAPTAIN"  WILLIAMS. 


his  opinion  of  the  superiority  of  Port  Nicholson  and 
the  surrounding  district  in  most  of  the  necessary  quali- 
fications over  the  proposed  site ;  and  proved  that  he 
was  in  earnest  by  buying  at  a  high  price  some  of  the 
early  choices. 

I  was  just  now  about  to  proceed  to  Wanganui  by 
sea,  having  chartered  a  decked  schooner  of  twelve  tons 
burthen  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  my  engagement 
with  E  Kuru. 

■  The  owner  of  the  vessel  was  our  old  friend  Wil- 
liams, the  carpenter  of  Te-aaa-iti,  who  had  suddenly 
sprung  into  great  opulence  and  fame.  He  had  been 
to  Sydney  and  persuaded  a  merchant  there  to  fit  him 
but  as  the  head  of  a  whaling-station  in  Port  Under- 
wood. Soon  after  his  return  he  bought  this  craft  of 
the  man  who  had  built  her  in  Cloudy  Bay,  for 
300/.;  and  married  one  of  the  female  immigrants 
from  England,  with  a  very  noisy  wedding-feast  at 
Pitone.  He  used  now  to  speculate  largely  in  all  sorts 
of  small  trade,  talk  still  more  largely  on  all  subjects, 
and  astonish  the  quiet  folks  of  Port  Nicholson  by  his 
dress  and  swa^;er.  He  wore  a  cap  ornamented  with 
gold  lace,  a  new  suit  of  glossy  black,  and  a  gold  watch 
(md  chain,  the  glitter  of  which  might  be  distinguished 
from  one  end  of  the  beach  to  the  other.  "  Cloudy 
"  Bay  Williams,"  however,  as  he  was  called,  was  very 
good-humoured  and  harmless,  and  bore  the  name  of 
being  no  less  open-handed  towards  his  whaling  asso- 
ciates than  in  hla  poorer  days ;  so  that  he  was  by  no 
means  disliked,  even  I^^Hbb,  wfa^^ughed  at  the  as- 
sumption  of  grand  ain^^Bflj^^^^n  "  Captain"  by 
the  ci-devant  carpenteiii 

Some  idea  may  be  f 
now  e&is^^^rr  small  fi 
and  supply  t^-Htleil« 


398  ADVENTURB  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.  Chap.  XIV. 

the  fact  that  I  agreed  to  pay  100/.  for  three  months' 
use  of  this  little  boat,  the  owner  paying  the  wages  of 
the  skipper  only ;  and  these  wages  were  6^  per  month, 
besides  food  and  grog.  The  two  other  men's  wages 
were  4/.  per  month  each. 

Mr.  Bidwill  and  Mr.  Dudley  Sinclair,  wishing  to 
see  something  of  the  other  parts  of  Cook's  Strait, 
accompanied  me  in  the  trip ;  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  having  embarked  the  requisite  goods  for 
barter,  and  provisions  for  the  voyage,  we  sailed  for 
Cloudy  Bay>  where  I  had  agreed  to  land  Williams. 
With  a  fresh  north-west' breeze,  we  buffeted  through  a 
rough  tide-rip  off  Sinclair  Head^  and  anchored  at  night 
in  the  cove  above  Jacky  Guard's,  where  Williams  had 
established  himself.  The  next  day  I  visited  my  old 
acquaintances.  Guard  had  got  a  new  house,  which  he 
Imd  built  as  a  grog-shop,  to  accommodate  the  increas- 
ing whaling  traffic  of  the  Bay.  The  season  having 
just  closed,  the  place  wfes  exceedingly  quiet.  Most  of 
the  whalers  had  gone  to  spend  the  balance  of  their 
earnings  in  Port  Nicholson,  or  were  employed  by  the 
settlers  there,  as  sawyers,  carpenters,  boatmen,  or 
otherwise. 

A  startling  piece  of  news  was  conveyed  to  us  while 
here.  Mr.  Wilton,  the  agent  of  a  Sydney  house,  whom 
I  have  already  described  as  prevented  by  the  natives 
from  entering  the  Wairau  plain  with  his  cattle,' had 
lost  hi^  life  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  together  with 
the  rest  of  a  boat's  crew.  Whether  this  had  happehed 
by  the  upsetting  of  the  boat  or  in  another  way,  no  one 
of  the  party  remained  alive  to  say ;  but  blood-stained 
<;lothes,  and  some  of  the  articles  which  had  been  in  the 
boat,  found  dry  on  the  beach,  led  the  White  people  to 
opine  that  there  had  been  some  foul  play ;  and  that  the 
fragments  of  the  boat,  also  found  upon  the  beach,  were 
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only  a  device  to  support  the  story  of  their  being  acci- 
dentally drowned. 

After  beating  about  for  two.  day»  between  the  mouth 
of  Port  Underwood  and  the  Te'^wa'4ti  entrance  of 
Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  baffled  by  the  violent  squalls 
which  a  north-west  gale  sent  whirling  over  the  nigged-* 
looking  mountains  of  this  coast,  we  at  length  anchored 
in  Jackson's  Bay.  A  vessel  from  Sydney,  which  had 
been  loading  oil  from  the  station,  was  also  lying  h^e^ 
This  was  the  same  vessel  which  had  been  s6nt  from 
Sydney  to  Kapiti  on  a  vain  attempt  to  rival  ub  in 
buying  land ;  and  Captain  Rhodes^  who  now  com- 
manded her,  was  tibe  same  agent,  who  had  been  in* 
trusted  with  the  duty.  But  he  had  long  abandoned 
his  enmity  to  the  Company  and  their  settlers,  and  was 
now  engaged  in  establishing  a  mercantile  house  on  tibe 
shores  of  Lambton  Harbour.  As  he  was  going  to  visit 
Port  Nicholson  immediately,  I  despatched  by  him  •  an 
account  of  the  suspicious  >  occurrences  at  Wcirau  to 
Colonel  Wakefield  and  to  Mr.  Murphy* 

Tlie  nortb-wesf;  gale  still  continuing  unabated,  I  took 
advantage  of  the  sheltered  water  to  stretch  as  far  to  wind* 
ward  as  Ship  Cove,  through  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound. 
This,  by  beating  to  windward  during  the  flood  and  an- 
choring during  the  ebb-tide,  may  be  effected  during  the 
most  stormy  weather  by  even  a  sluggish  vessel.  And  then,, 
watching  a  day  when  the  gale  was  steady*  and  well  ^to 
the  westward  of  north,  I  fetched  the  north  end  alKapiU 
with  a  flood*-tide,  and  ran  down  the  landward  side  of  the 
island  to  the  inner  anchorage  among  the  islets  at  its 
south  end.  Duriag  the  weather  that  had  prevailed,  no 
sailing-v^sel  could  have  reached  this  point  by  keeping 
the  open  Straits,  as  a  short,  angry,  toppling  sea  runs; 
there  during  stormy  weather,  and  the  tide  ebbs, 
south  two  hours  longer  than  it  flows  to  the  norl 
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We  were  detained  here  by  a  continued  series  of  calms 
and  strong  north-west  gales  until  the  19th,  having 
made  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get  to  the  north- 
ward. The  time,  however,  was  not  left  unemployed 
or  spent  unpleasantly.  Mr.  .Bid will  was  delighted  at 
the  number  of  chitons,  trochi,  and  other  rare  shells 
which  he  found  among  the  rockis  at  low-water ;  Cap- 
tain Lewis  received  us  hospitably  in  his  house ;  and 
the  details  of  the  whaling-stations  and  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  eccentric  characters  attached  to  them  were 
new,  at  least  to  my  companions. 
.  Two  days  were  spent  in  a  very  exciting  sport  I 
have  before  mentioned  that  a  herd  of  wild  cattle, 
sprung  from  two  or  three  sent  here  from  Sydney  some 
years  back,  inhabited  the  wooded  hills  and  gullies  of 
the  island ;  and  I  resolved  to  shoot  one  of  the  herd. 
Having  bargained  with  Rauperaha,  who  claimed  the 
ownership  of  the  herd  at  the  south  end,  I  paid  him 
five  sovereigns  and  a  half  for  permission  to  shoot  one ; 
and  obtained  from  him  a  messenger,  charged  to  in- 
struct his  slaves  living  or  cultivating  on  the  island  to 
assist  our  party  as  guides  to  their  haunts  or  beaters  of 
the  wood. 

One  high  peak,  generally  capped  with  clouds  in 
stormy  weather,  rises  from  near  the  centre  of  the 
island,  and  shoots  out  numerous  woody  ridges,  like 
claws,  towards  the  outer  edge.  These  ridges  vary  in 
steepness,  and  in  the  extent  of  the  table-land  on  their 
summits ;  and  the  intervening  spaces  are  either  preci- 
pitous gullies  or  valleys  of  easier  slope,  each  furnished 
with  a  rill  of  pure  water.  Extensive  patches  have 
been  cleared  of  wood  by  the  natives  at  remote  periods, 
and  the  slaves  of  the  Kama  chiefs  still  work  some 
nice  spots  and  reside  irregularly  in  picturesque 
groups  of  huts   among   the   high   grounds.     Whcr- 
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ever  the  land  has  been  cleared,  a  very  rich  natural 
pasturage  has  sprung  up  among  the  bleached  trunks  of 
the  dead  trees,  chiefly  consisting  of  a  grasa  resembling 
our  "  timothy,"  and  of  yellow  trefoil ;  and  the  presence 
of  the  cattle  seems  to  have  improved  its  growth  and 
luxuriance. 

The  first  day  was  employed  in  finding  the  recent 
tracks  of  the  herd,  and  making  ourselves  acquainted 
with  their  favourite  haunts  and  the  formation  of  the 
country.  We  only  got  one  peep  at  them,  and  then 
became  sufficiently  aware  of  their  timid  and  sagacious 
nature,  and  of  the  great  caution  which  we  must  oI>- 
serve  in  order  to  get  within  shot.  We  had  beaten 
and  explored  every  corner  south  of  the  Peak  to  no 
purpose,  except  a  single  small  gully  at  the  south-west 
comer.  This  gully,  tilled  with  tall  shrubs  rather 
than  trees,  was  only  separated  from  the  sea  by  a 
narrow  ridge  of  rocky  ground,  clear  of  timber,  and 
just  broad  enough,  between  the  wood  and  the  perpen- 
dicular cliff,  to  allow  the  passage  of  a  single  man  or 
beast,  except  where  a  terrace,  about  thirty  yards  in  cir- 
cumference, projected  over  the  surf,  which  whispered 
hoarsely  four  hundred  feet  below.  Having  walked  up 
the  narrow  ridge  an  hour  before  and  round  the  head 
of  the  gully,  after  beating  some  valleys  higher  up  and 
following  some  fresh  tracks  towards  the  Peak,  we  con- 
cluded that  the  herd  had  crossed  the  high  dividingridge 
to  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and  were  on  our  way  back 
to  the  boat,  looking  upon  it  as  impossible  that  they  could 
be  hidden  close  in  this  smiiU  gully.  We  were  thus 
advancing  towardiitfrom  »i«tge  clearing  on  its  inner 
or  land  side,  in  orddHHfr  da^pi44  ajoug  the  edge  of  the 
wood  which  obstro^^^m^^&lib^ll'^'^^'^"^'^'^ 
"  path,"  1 
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Bidwill  and  I  climbed  two  small  trees  on  its  edge,  and 
raised  our  heads  only  above  the  level  of  the  wood. 

Three  hundred  yards  from  us,  on  the  little  terrace 
which  I  have  before  mentioned,  we  saw  about  thirty 
head  of  cattle.  Some  were  lying  down,  others  standi 
ing  up ;  and  all  apparently  enjo3ring  the  warmth  of 
the  setting  sun.  We  instantly  popped  down  our 
heads,  and  told  what  we  had  seen  to  the  rest  of  the 
party.  Ehitering  the  gully  at  different  pomts,  we 
crossed  it  as  quickly  as  we  could  without  noise,  and 
met  on  the  clear  ridge.  But  the  herd  was  gone,  and 
no  one  had  seen  a  sign  of  a  single  head.  They  pro- 
bably smelt  us,  as  we  were  to  windward  of  them; 
although  we  had  hoped  that  the  flickering  pufib  and 
intervening  pauses  into  which  the  breeze  had  died 
away  as  the  sun  sank,  would  not  have  served  to  carry 
any  sign  so  far. 

The  next  day  we  made  a  more  successful  attempt 
A  brother  of  Captain  Lewis  got  the  first  shot,  at  a 
young  cow  which  ran  past  him  at  the  distance  of  a 
hundred  yards  ;  but  the  ball  only  grazed  her  between 
the  horns,  and  she  was  soon  out  of  shot.  Our  pack  of 
natives,  of  whom  we  had  engaged  a  much  larger  num- 
ber to-day,  were  now  for  some  time  at  fault  We  had 
assembled  very  near  the  spot  from  which  we  saw  the 
herd  on  the  preceding  evening,  to  feat  a  mid-day  meal, 
when  a  native  crept  cautiously  out  of  the  gully,  and 
signed  to  us  to  follow  him  in  silence.  He  then  guided 
us  to  within  fifty  yards  of  three  head  of  cattle,  which 
were  quietly  chewing  the  cud  near  the  rill  in  the 
bottom  of  the  gully.  Lewis,  Mr.  Bidwill,  and  I  then 
aimed  at  one  each,  and  fired  together.  Mine,  severely 
wounded  in  the  flank,  took  up  the  gully,  and  the 
other  two  in  the  contrary  direction.  By  retracing  my 
steps  to  the  clearing  above,   I  now  commanded  the 
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exit  from  the  lower  end  of  the  wood,  where  a  favourite 
track  crossed  a  tributary  valley,  which  had  been  once 
cleared.  One  of  the  two  kiue  that  bolted  that  way  had 
gone  up  the  opposite  hiU  before  I  got  out  of  the  wood ; 
but  the  second,  a  fine  two-year-old  heifer,  stood  for  a 
momfflit  so  that  1  could  aim  at  her  neck  between  the 
dividing  branches  of  a  large  tree.  The  ball  passed 
nearly  through  her  neck,  sticking  just  inside  the  skin 
on  the  other  side,  and  ehe  staggered  and  fell,  bellow- 
ing, on  her  knees.  Lewis,  who  had  followed  in  her 
track,  now  came  up  with  her,  and  advanced  with  a 
Bowie  knife  to  give  her  the  deathblow;  but  she 
mustered  strength  for  a  last  effort,  rose,  and  rushed 
furiously  upon  him.  Having  only  slugs  in  his  gun, 
he  reserved  the  charge  till  she  was  quite  close,  and 
th^i  fired  full  in  her  forehead.  He  was  just  in  time, 
for  she  fell  dead  with  her  nose  upon  his  feet. 

The  natives  who  had  followed  the  third  returned  in 
about  an  hour,  having  tracked  it  by  the  drops  of  blood 
as  far  as  the  dividing  ridge,  and  then  given  up  the 
chase.  We  now  skinned  and  quartered  our  game,  and 
carried  it  in  triumph  to  the  boat. 

The  meat  was  excellent,  and  lasted  us  for  a  long 
while.  Every  one  was  surprised  to  find  this  wild 
beef  so  tender,  so  fat,  and  so  delicate  in  Savour. 

On  the  19th,  having  made  another  attempt  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  northvifard,  we  were  again  baffled  by  a 
calm  ;  and  drifted  back  with  the  ebb  to  our  anchorage. 
The  Company's  barque  Brougham  had  anchored  in  the 
afternoon,  and  we  went  on  board  to  hear  the  news. 

Mr,  Murphy  wiia  oift 
Best  and  the  soldiers ;. 
once  placed  the  ship  ad 
about  the  Stritits, 

Crossing  over  to  Port  | 
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some  investigation  of  the  occurrence  at  TVmnm.  But 
it  appeared  that,  however  suspicious  were  the  circum- 
stances u  hich  I  have  mentioned  above,  no  very  clear 
evidence  could  be  found  of  violence  having  been  com- 
mitted. '^1  he  Cloudy  Bay  natives  stated  their  opinion 
that  Mr.  Wilton  and  his  party  had  been  murdered  by 
the  aboriginal  natives,  whom  they  described  to  be  still 
existing  as  fugitives  there  as  well  as  at  the  Pelorus 
river.  Some  more  searching  investigation  should 
have  taken  place  at  the  time  ;  for  the  treating  of  such 
an  event  almost  as  though  of  no  consequence  was 
calculated  to  be  of  very  bad  eflPect  on  the  natives, 
whether  guilty  or  not.  Nothing  more,  however;  was 
ever  said  officially  about  the  affair.  The  Police  Ma- 
gistrate was,  perhaps,  hardly  to  blame ;  for,  while  the 
Governor  was  playing  at  town-making  to  the  North, 
we  were  still  left  destitute  of  any  of  those  autho* 
rities,  such  as  a  Coroner  and  his  Jury,  under  whose 
notice  such  an  affair  must  have  been  brought  publicly 
forward,  had  we  enjoyed  the  protection  of  laws  re- 
sembling those  to  which  we  had  been  used  in  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Murphy  had  afterwards  visited  the  whaling-sta- 
tions in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  and  then  come  over 
to  Kapiti,  in  order  to  compel  the  heads  of  stations  and 
others  selling  spirits  to  take  out  licences,  just  like  the 
tavern-keepers  in  Port  Nicholson.  This  measure  ex- 
cited a  considerable  degree  of  ill-feeling  among  the 
whalers,  who  thought  it  very  oppressive  and  unjust ; 
as  the  amount  of  the  required  licence,  SOL  annually, 
would  take  away  seriously  from  their  profits.  And 
they  added,  with  great  truth,  that  they  derived  no 
protection  or  advantage  from  the  Government  which 
thus  proposed  to  draw  a  revenue  from  them.  They 
had  still  to  protect  themselves  against  the  frequent  in- 
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iBolence  and  rapacity  of  Rauperaha,  Rangikaeata,  Tn- 
ngia,  and  the  other  bulliefi  among  the  Kama  chiefs ; 
and  the  nonchalant  hushing-up  of  the  Wilton  affair 
was  well  calculated  to  make  them,  as  well  as  the  na- 
tives, consider  the  legal  authority  in  the  islands  to  be 
powerless  and  inefficient. 

A  runaway  convict,  who  was  suspected  of  having 
stolen  from  a  French  whaler  a  whale-boat  which  he 
had  been  heading  this  season,  was  made  prisoner  on 
board  the  Brougham.  Although  she  came  to  anchor 
with  a  Government  pendant  at  the  mast-head,  he  had 
recklessly  gone  on  board  to  offer  his  services  as  pilot, 
or  learn  the  news  from  Cloudy  Bay ;  but  had  been 
immediately  recognized  and  placed  in  irons  by  Mr. 
Murphy,  on  not  being  able  to  produce  his  ticket  of 
leave.  "  Gipsey  Smith,"  however,  as  he  was  called, 
did  not  long  suffer  continement ;  for  he  quietly  stepped 
through  the  thatched  wall  of  the  apology  for  a  jail  at 
Britannia,  a  few  days  after  he  had  been  placed  in  it,  and 
walked  very  deliberately  back  to  Kapiti,  and  thence  to 
some  safer  place  of  refuge, 

Rauperaha  was  much  alarmed  at  the  visit  of  the 
soldiers ;  and  inquired  with  great  anxiety,  on  what 
errsnd  they  had  come. 

The  next  morning,  a  fresh  southerly  breeze  sue- 
ceeded  the  calm ;  and  we  sailed  towards  fVanganui, 
while  the  Brougham  beat  down  to  Mana,  favoured  by 
an  ebb-tide. 

On  my  arrival  at  ff^anganui,  I  presented  some  gooda 
)  E  Kuril,  to  be  lUstrilmted  among  the  l>uilderB  of 
t  large  stork  of  goods   for  barter  ; 
B  of  pigs  v^ichhail  been  collected 

In  wltl^^b!^''"   during   my 
r  three 
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years  from  this  date.  He  used  to  bring  me  a  eargo  for 
the  vessel  as  a  hamai  no homai,  or^^'  gift  for  gift;'*  and 
I  used  on  some  fixture  occasion  to  present  him  with  a 
bale  of  blankets  or  a  quantity  of  other  goods,  equiva^ 
lent  to  the  market  value  of  the  cargo.  In  this  barter 
of  mutual  confidence,  I  was  sometimes  his  debtor  for 
a  month  or  two,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  tons 
of  potatoes  and  forty  or  fifty  hogs ;  and  at  other  times 
be  would  be  »  month  or  two  in  my  debt  to  a  like 
amount.  Buft  we  never  had  a  single  disagreement 
about  the  accounts ;  and  the  numerous  followers  and 
relations  who  invariably  confided  their  ventures  to 
the  care  of  this  chief,  were  always  satisfied  with  their 
speculation.  I  had  thus  soon  established,  through 
the  authority  and  with  the  co-operation  of  their  own 
head  chiefs  an  amicable  intercourse  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  natives.  They  were  dependent  on  me  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  for  the  supplies  of  European  artkdes  which 
they  required,  and  I  on  them  for  a  eargo.  And  this 
commerce  being  carried  on  entirely  by  myself  and  the 
upright  chief  in  mutual  presents,  a  friendship  more 
lasting  than  that  of  mere  customers  was  soon  engen- 
dered. 

The  natives  at  Turoa^  village  and  at  Putikiwa^ 
ranui  were  by  no  means'  to  be  traded  with  on  the  same 
terms.  They  had  already  acquired  in  great  measure 
the  cunning  habits  of  low  traders  from  Macgregorand 
his  crew;  who,  although  constantly  trying  to  over- 
reach the  natives,  profited  no  more  than  if  they  had 
treated  them  with  constant  openness  and  generosity. 

We  here  met  several  natives  from  Taupo  who  re- 
membered Mr.  Bfldwill's  ascent  of  1-onga  Riro ;  and 
he  was  soon  known  among  them  by  no  other  name 
than  that  of  the  mountain. 

The  weather  during  our  stay  was  very  wet,  and  the 
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river  much  swollen  by  floods.  I  returned  by  way  of 
Kapiti,  and  arrived  in  Port  Nicholson  on  the  19th  of 
November ;  having  left  a  person  in  charge  of  my 
house,  who  was  commisBioaied  to  carry  on  the  trade 
and  get  a  cargo  ready  by  my  return. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

News  from  the  North — Selection  of  Capital — H.  M.  S.  Favourite- 
Secret  calumnies  against  Port  Nicholson — Abstraction  of  labour- 
ers by  Government — The  burlesque  foundation  of  Auckland — 
Mr.  Felton  Mathew^s  epaulettes — Sawyers'  activity — Absence  of 
Police  Magistrate — News  ^m  England — New  Zealand  Church 
Society — Wool — The  name  of  the  town  changed  to  "  Welling- 
"  ton*' — Return  of  the  deputation  from  Sydney — Concessions  made 
by  Sir  George  Gipps — Ill-humour  of  Captain  Hobson — The 
Rev.  Mr.  Churton — Flour-ships  from  Valparaiso — Health  officer 
appointed — Harbour-master  paid  by  the  Company — Preliminary 
expedition  of  the  Plymouth  Company — Lord  Eliot  advocates  the 
cause  of  New  Zealand  in  the  House  of  Commons — Grief  for  the 
death  of  Lord  Durham — Statesmen  and  colonists — Abstraction 
of  labour  for  neighbouring  colonies  —Plain  of  the  Wairarapa — 
Arrival  of  a  Wesleyan  missionary — Christmas  at  Kapiti — Plunder 
of  a  wreck  near  Wanganui — Ascent  of  the  Wanganui — Rapids 
— Canoe- song — E  Kuru  and  his  guests — Open  house  at  Waiu 
yanui — A  feudal  retinue — Gale  of  wind — Drift  out  to  sea — 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop — A  "  happy  new  year" — Hopes  and  fears 
— ^Merry  disputes  between  higher  and  lower  classes — Anniversary 
fete — Injudicious  missionary  injunctions. 

A  SCHOONER  had  arrived,  soon  after  we  left  Port  Nichol- 
son in  the  Jane,  from  Launceston,  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
and  the  Thames.  The  report  was,  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  intended  shortly  to  visit  the  future  site  of  his 
Capital,  an  uninhabited  place  called  fFaitemata  in  the 
Frith  of  the  Thames,  in  her  Majesty's  ship  Favourite, 
then  lying  at  the  Bay ;  and  that  he  would  afterwards 
come  on  from  **  Auckland,"  as  he  had  christened  it,  to 
us.  But  on  the  5th  of  November,  the  Favourite  ar- 
rived in  the  harbour,  having  been  eleven  days  from  Au  ' 
land,  without  his  Excellency,  who  had  remained 
with  his  suite  and  hangers-on,  who  now  swelled  th« 
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population  of  his  metropolis  to  the  number  of  150.  It 
was  added  that  Captain  Hobson  expressed  no  intention 
of  coming  hither  for  the  present.  An  official  notice 
appeared,  moreover,  in  the  Gazette,  signed  by  the  Police 
Magistrate,  offering  high  wages,  and  temporary  rent- 
free  allotments  of  land  for  residence,  as  an  inducement 
to  twenty-one  mechanics  to  proceed  to  Auckland  in 
the  employ  of  Government.  This  advertisement  ex- 
cited much  unpleasant  feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  co- 
lonbts.  They  remembered  that  these  labourers  had 
been  brought  to  Port  Nicholson  by  means  of  the  high 
price  whidi  they  had  paid  in  England  for  their  land  ; 
they  knew  that  all  the  labour  in  the  settlement  was  at 
this  time  employed,  at  good  wages ;  and  they  justly 
grudged  their  abduction  by  these  higher  inducements, 
to  be  employed  on  Government  works  which,  at  that 
enormous  distance,  could  confer  no  possible  benefit  on 
'  the  settlement  to  which  the  labourers  in  all  fairness 
belonged.  And  his  Ekcellency  was  by  many  accused 
of  wishing  to  inflict  a  grievous  injury  on  the  settlers 
in  Cook's  Strait,  in  addition  to  bis  long  and  inexplica- 
ble neglect.  It  was  not  known  that  his  Excellency 
was  at  this  time  writing  dispatches  to  the  Colonial 
Minister  in  England  disparaging  the  capabilities  of 
Port  Nicholson,  and  asserting  the  refusal  of  the  natives 
to  part  with  the  land  near  it.  The  letters  of  Lieutenant 
Shortland,  on  which  he  founded  these  accounts,  were 
dated  at  Russell  in  October  and  November;  that'is, 
after  he  had  got  back  from  Port  Nicholson.  I  must  add, 
that  the  extrBOrdinary  misrepresentations  contained  in 

them,  as  tn  iV"  '-.«;■;- 1  .-Hit^tvil-y  of  the  harbour 

and  the  11. li  ■■  ■■;"  •"untry,  were  fully 

^^contradii'fi'l  '"'■.i-  the  letters 

Lnmeheil  !■. 
Tht*  GoviTiio 
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what  counteracted  by  a  letter  roceived  by  a  carpenter 
named  Goekburn  from  a  brother  chip,  who,  being  of  the 
wandering  class,  had  f»roceeded  to  the  Thames  some 
time  before :  it  spoke  in  the  most  discouraging  tenm 
of  the  prospect  for  labourers  at  a  phce  where  there 
was  no  other  employer  than  the  Government.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Ghurton,  who  had  for  some  time  dbown 
a  strong  disinclination  to  fulfil  his  engagement  with 
the  colonists  by  remaining  with  them,  and  an  irre- 
sistible craving  for  a  situation  graced  by  the  pro^ 
sence  of  a  Grovemor,  Colonial  Secretary,  and  other 
people  with  fine  titles,  took  up  the  cudgels  for  the 
infant  metropolis,  and  expressed  vehement  doubts  as  to 
the  authenticity  of  the  letter.  Unfortunately  for  fak 
theory,  Cockbum  brought  the  letter  to  the  Grazette 
Office,  where  he  left  it  for  inspection,  after  begging 
attention  to  the  post-mark.  We  were  nc^  surprised  at 
a  rumour  that  Mr.  Chnrton  had  been  appomtf^  by  the 
Bishop  of  Australia  to  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  that  he 
would  soon  leave  us. 

An  American  brig,  which  had  called  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  on  her  way  hither  with  a  cargo  of  "  notions" 
from  Rhode  Island,  had  brought  a  file  of  newspapers 
from  the  Bay.  These  contained  the  reports  of  meet 
ings  of  land-owners  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  the  frith 
of  the  Thames,  and  at  Manganui,  north  of  the  Bay, 
the  parties  to  which  had  voted  memorials  to  the  Queen 
and  Parliament  for  the  separation  of  New  Zealand  from 
New  South  Wales,  and  had  joined  the  Sydney  Asso- 
ciation in  opposing  Sir  George  Gipps's  Land  Bill.  A 
colonel  and  a  captain  had  been  appointed  Commis* 
sioners  according  to  that  measure,  and  had  arrived 
from  Sydney  at  the  Bay. 

There  was  also  a  ridiculous  account  of  the  taking 
formal  possession  and  foundation  of  Auckland  by  the 
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GoTemment  Surveyor-General,  Mr.  Felton  Mathew 
on  the  )8th  of  September.  Forma)  poBseBsion  \rm 
taken  in  the  nftme  oC  the  Quees,  and  her  health  was 
drunk  at  the  foot  of  a  dag-staff.  Salutes  were  fired 
from  the  two  resaels  which  had  brought  the  partjr 
there  three  days  before,  the  boats  ran  races^  and  a 
Inneh  on  board  ship  was  honoured,  we  were  told,  by 
the  ]H«sence  of  the  following  Government  officers : — 
"  the  Police  Magistrate,  the  Colonial  Surgeon,  the 
"  Harbourmaster,  the  Superintendent  of  works,  the 
"  Sub-Protector  of  Abor^nea,  the  Surv^'or-General 
"  and  bis  lady !"  This  brilliant  8ta£f  assembled  on 
the  uninhabited  shmres  of  a  harbour  in  whieh  their 
vwn  two  vesBels  lay,  contrasted  sii^^larly  with  that 
provided  for  the  lurge  and  stirring  population  of  Bn- 
tsnnia,  to  wit,  a  Police  Magistrate  and  an  Assistant 
Fostmaater.  The  grand  show  thus  made  at  Auck- 
land before  nobody  by  Mr.  Felton  Mathew  and  his 
brother  officials,  without  even  waiting  for  the  arrival  of 
the  founder,  was  strikingly  eharacterietic  of  the  man 
and  the  class.  Mr.  Mathew  had  been  {Hromoted  to  the 
Htuation  of  Surveyor-General  of  New  Zealand  from 
that  of  Town-Surveyor  of  Sydn^.  While  holding 
that  office,  by  which  it  aeenw  he  wa»  entitled  to  wear 
an  epaulette,  he  had  nude  a  very  serious  application  to 
the  Govemor  for  permission  to  wear  two.  "  You  may 
"  have  three,  if  you  like,"  answered  Sir  George  Gij^ts, 
"  but  I  couldn't  thdnk  of  allowing  you  to  wear  tvo." 

On  the  13th  of  October,  Mr.  Murphy  had  i^ued  a 
prohibition  ugaiust  the  cutting  of  wood  by  sawyers 
without  the  perni?!<"ifm  nf  ♦heowner  of  the  land.  This 
partial  recogniti"  '■     M.'ttlers,  »o  neces- 

sary to  prevent  i  i  whish  was  now 

progressing  in  ;il  ■•-*■•,    ;,    i\.w 
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the  reign  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  ;  who  used  to  tell 
the  applicants  "  that  they  were  all  squatters,  that  they 
"  had  no  more  right  to  the  timber  than  the  sawyers, 
**  until  the  Crown  had  granted  a  title  to  the  land, 

and  that  he  expected  shortly  to  receive  orders   to 

eject  them  from  the  Crown  lands." 

During  the  building  of  the  town,  so  great  had  been 
the  demand  for  sawn  timber,  and  so  high  the  price  paid 
in  consequence,  that  the  sawyers,  paying  nothing  for 
their  logs,  used  to  earn  enough  in  two  days  to  remain 
idle  and  drunk  the  other  five.  Reckless  in  their  de- 
struction of  the  forest,  they  cut  down  only  the  best 
trees,  and  often  left  a  log  untouched  after  it  was  felled, 
in  order  to  take  some  other  which  would  fall  in  a 
more  convenient  position.  They  lived  a  wild  life  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  settlement,  and  their  forest  huts 
afforded  shelter  to  the  sailors  who  deserted  their  ships, 
and  to  many  worse  characters. 

The  activity  of  all  classes  at  this  time  was  truly 
cheerful  to  behold.  Carpenters,  land-agents,  mer- 
chants, shopkeepers,  and  hotel-keepers  advertised  in 
the  paper  and  got  their  premises  into  order  ;  the  de- 
mand for  labour  exceeded  the  supply;  the  numerous 
fleet  of  coasters  and  the  neighbouring  natives  combined 
to  keep  food  at  a  reasonable  rate,  by  pouring  into  the 
market  large  quantities  of  pigs  and  potatoes;  and 
the  constant  employment  of  every  one,  so  satisfactory 
because  productive  of  progress  and  improvement,  con- 
tinued to  keep  the  great  majority  of  people  gay  and 
contented. 

During  the  Police  Magistrate's  trip  of  eleven  days 
in  the  Strait,  the  absence  of  this  solitary  authority 
was  very  severely  felt.  Constant  rows,  unheeded  or 
unrepressed  by  the  feeble  and  now  headless  police, 
occurred  on  the  beach,  especially  among  the  seafaring 
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class ;  and  much  inconvenience  resulted  to  the  indus- 
trious settlers.  Among  the  principal  disturbers  of  the 
peace  was  the  captain  of  a  Hobart  Town  whaler  lying 
in  the  port  after  a  successful  voyage,  who  used  to  land 
his  men  at  Barrett's  hotel,  which  had  been  formally 
opened  on  the  22nd  by  a  public  dinner,  and  treat  them 
to  champagne. 

The  surveying  expedition  had  returned  from  Tara- 
naki ;  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Stokes  to  the  Chief  Sur- 
veyor had  satisfied  every  one  that  a  very  large  and 
available  district  of  land  must  finally  become  depend- 
ent upon  Port  Nicholson  for  the  outlet  of  its  produce. 

On  the  14th  of  November  an  emigrant  vessel  had 
arrived  from  England  with  the  smallpox  on  board. 
A  quarantine-tent  was  erected  on  the  east  side  of 
Lambton  Harbour,  the  necessary  precautions  were 
taken,  and  the  sick  cured  by  the  Company's  surgeon ; 
and  the  disease  spread  no  further. 

The  most  important  news  from  the  mother-country 
was  the  formation  of  a  Church  Society  there,  which 
undertook  to  negotiate  for  the  appointment  of  a  sepa- 
rate Bishop  for  the  colony,  and  the  endowment  of 
Churches  and  clergymen.  The  New  Zealand  Company 
had  engaged  to  present  the  Society  with  2000  acres  of 
land  for  these  purposes. 

The  following  noblemen  and  gentlemen  formed  the 
General  Committee  of  this  Society : — 


The  Earl  of  Devon  ; 
The  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.  ; 
The  Lord  Courtknay  ; 
Thr  Viscount  Sandon, 

M.P. ; 
The  Hon.    F.    Baring, 

iM.P. ; 


J.  J.  Briscoe,  Esq.,  M.P. ; 
W.  E.  Gladstone,  Es 

MP.; 
J.  R.  Gowi  N,  K"'^  " 
Sir    Stephen 

Bart.,  M.P 
EdmunoHali 
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William    Hutt,    E«q., 

M.R; 
Sir  G.  Sinclair,  Bart., 

M.P. ; 
John  Abel  Smith,  Esq., 

MP. 
Alderman      Thompson, 

M.P.; 
The    Archdeacon     of 

London ; 
The  Archdeacon  of  St. 

Albans  ; 


The  Deam  of  Chiches- 
ter; 

Rev.  Q.  H.  Bowers  ; 

Rgf.  G.  Brett  ; 

Rev.  a.  M.  Campbell  ; 

Rev.  G.  Hamilton  ; 

Rev.  S.  Hawtbey  ; 

Rev.  W.  Harness  ; 

Rev.  Samuel  Hinds, 
D.D.; 

Rev.  W.  Selwyn  ; 

Rev-  J.  G.  Wa»d. 


We  also  heard  that  a  small  lot  of  wool  from  this 
country,  but  whether  from  Mana  or  the  missionary 
farms  in  the  north  was  not  ascertained,  had  been 
greatly  approved  of,  and  hought  at  an  unusually  high 
price. 

The  Directors  of  the  Company  signified  to  their 
principal  agent  their  earnest  wish  that  the  town 
founded  on  the  shores  of  Lambton  Harbour  might  be 
named  after  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  order  to  com- 
memorate the  important  support  which  his  Grace  had 
lent  to  the  cause  of  colonization  in  general^  and  more 
particularly  to  those  principles  of  colonization  by 
which  these  settlements  were  guided,  by  his  strenuous 
and  successful  defence  against  its  enemies  of  the  mea- 
sure for  colonizing  South  Australia.  The  settlers  took 
up  the  view  of  the  Directors  with  great  cordiality,  and 
the  new  name  was  at  once  adopted.  The  newspaper 
now  took  the  final  title  of  the  '  New  Zealand  Gazette 
*  and  Wellington  Spectator.* 

On  the  27th  of  November  I  made  another  trip  to 
TJ^anganui  in  the  schooner,  and  returned  on  the  14th 
of  December. 
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The  main  feature  in  the  a&ire  of  Port  Nicholson 
during  this  interval  had  been  the  return  of  the  deputft- 
tion  from  Sydney,  at  the  very  time  that  one  hundred 
more  country  sectionB  were  about  to  be  offered  for 
selection.  AAer  some  discusfiion  and  consultation, 
this  had  been  postponed  until  the  deputies  should  have 
rendered  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to  a  public 
meeting.  The  dqiuties  had  laid  the  whole  case  of  the 
settlers,  distinctly  from  that  of  the  Gon^iany,  before 
Sir  George  Gipps,  and  had  claimed  his  consideration 
and  indulgence  as  due  to  t^  community  from  their 
numbers  and  importance,  and  from  the  great  value 
which  tlieir  presence  had  added  to  the  whole  district, 
and  especially  to  the  Reeerves  made  for  the  natives. 

After  some  explanatory  conespondence  and  nume- 
rous interviews,  they  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  from 
Sir  George  Gipps  the  following  ultimatum,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  approval  of  the  home  authorities. 

The  local  Govemraent  engaged  not  to  disturb  ike 
settlers  at  Port  Nicholson,  but  to  endeavour  to  procure 
for  them  a  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  1 10,000  acres 
of  land,  and  to  their  town,  on  certain  conditions,  which 
may  be  thus  briefly  summed  up  : — 

That  the  1 10,000  acres  should  be  taken  in  one  con- 
tinuous block. 

That  the  Reserve  of  one-tenth  for  the  natives  should 
be  made  as  before,  according  to  the  order  of  choice 
whic^  had  fallen  to  them  by  lot. 

That  certain  Reserves  sliould  \>i;  made  for  public 
purposes,  of  specified idMracter.flpd  extent. 

That  the  Governti  ■  lit.  iint  ■.'■ravine;  Jiiiy  benefit 
from  the  sule  oft..'  ,  ilid  Tiut  loel  it 

incmabiflt  upo"  '  !VurkiuB|wild- 

'  j  notice  fi 
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but  that  it  would  endeavour  to  procure  for  the  inha- 
bitants a  Charter  of  Incorporation  for  Municipal  pur- 
poses, so  as  to  enable  them  to  raise  the  necessary  funds 
and  support  the  necessary  local  institutions  from  their 
own  resources. 

The  rights  of  the  natives,  and  those  of  purchasers 
from  them,  as  against  the  Company,  were  reserved  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners  under  the 
Land  Claims  Bill ;  ^but  it  was  clearly  provided  that 
bond  fide  private  claimants  were  to  be  compensated  by 
the  Company  or  the  body  of  the  settlers,  in  the  same 
way  as  though  the  Government  had  founded  a  town 
on  the  spot,  by  an  award  of  money,  or  of  land  m 
another  situation,  according  to  certain  proportions. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  this  guarantee,  the 
selection  of  the  Native  Reserves,  both  past  and  future, 
and  that  of  the  Reserves  for  public  purposes,  were 
declared  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  if  not  made  by  officers  appointed  by  him  for 
that  purpose. 

The  Cuba  had  put  in  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  order 
that  Captain  Hobson  might  be  informed  of  the  result 
of  the  deputation.  His  Excellency  had  appeared  to  be 
disappointed  at  the  important  concession  made  in 
favour  of  the  Port  Nicholson  settlers  by  Sir  George 
Gipps,  and  had  remarked  ill-humouredly,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  deputies,  when  they  presented  him  with 
his  superior's  dispatch  informing  him  of  the  arrange- 
ment, "  What  does  Sir  George  Gipps  mean  by  this  ? 
"  He  might  as  well  have  given  up  the  government  of 
"  New  Zealand  to  the  Company ! "  A  similar  feeling 
of  regret  had  of  course  been  manifested  among  the 
subordinate  officials. 

The  main  concessions  made  by  Sir  George  Gipps  in 
this  arrangement  were,  the  treating  with  persons  not 
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direct  purchasers  from  the  natives,  and  the  giving 
them  a  town,  harbour,  and  headlands,  notwithstanding 
the  special  reserve  of  such  sites  made  by  the  Land 
Claims  Bill.  Sir  George  had  also  promised  to  recom- 
mend a  great  boon  to  the  community  in  their  Mu- 
nicipal Incorporation  for  local  purposes. 

The  only  unfavourable  condition  was  that  of  taking 
the  land  in  a  block  ;  which  would  probably  carry  out  Sir 
Creorge  Gipps's  avowed  intention  of  considering  the 
lottery  held  for  order  of  selection  as  one  in  which  there 
should  be  blanks  as  well  as  prizes :  for  much  of  the 
land  within  a  compact  block  of  110,000  acres  round 
Port  Nicholson,  and  which  would  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
later  orders  of  choice,  was  looked  upon  at  that  time  as 
inaccessible  and  comparatively  worthless ;  and  the  sec- 
tionists  had  understood  when  they  bought,  that  only 
aeailable  land  would  be  offered  for  selection. 

The  only  objection  to  the  acceptance  of  this  com- 
promise was  that  the  case  of  the  Company  might  be 
weakened  by  it ;  but,  considering  that  the  deputies  had 
treated  with  Sir  George  Gipps  on  the  part  of  the 
settlera  exclusively,  this  objection  l)ecame  of  little  im- 
portance. On  the  other  hand,  the  recommendation  of 
the  able  GJovemor  of  New  South  Wales  was  looked 
upon  as  an  undoubted  guarantee  of  a  good  title,  and  as 
securing  permanence  and  stability  to  the  future  opera. 
tions  of  the  settlement. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  finally  expressed  at  the  pub- 
lic meeting  which,  on  the  15th  of  December,  "  grate- 
fully and  loyally  "  accepted  the  offer  uf  Sir  George  ; 
and  while  the  renmrkable  m'','l'?et  of  ntir  interests  ma^ 
nifested  by  Liciiteii;nit-(i"'  ths  severely 

animadverted  upon  in  th^  •  :UjHJffi|&the 

resolutions  p 
"  dial  thanks  1 
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^'  George  Gipps,  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  for 
**  the  spirit  of  justice  and  liberality  he  has  displayed 
*' towards  the  community  of  Port  Nicholson."  An 
address  was  prepared  embodying  these  sentiments. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Churton  had  been  remarkable  during 
these  discussions  for  his  querulous  and  discontented 
spirit.  As  he  was  one  of  a  second  series  of  sectionists, 
for  whom  a  district  was  proposed  to  be  surveyed  at 
ff^anganui,  he  certainly  had  some  reason  for  alarm 
lest  the  Company  should  be  prevented  from  exercising 
or  granting  rights  of  ownership  over  any  land  outside 
the  block  sufficient  only  for  the  preliminary  settlement 
granted  by  Sir  George  Gipps ;  but  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  he  made  these  complaints  were  remarked  by 
many  people  as  especially  disagreeable.  Mr.  Davy,  a 
candidate  for  orders,  was  appointed  by  the  Bishop  of 
Australia  to  act  as  clergyman  at  Port  Nicholson,  and 
arrived  to  replace  Mr.  Churton.  The  approaching  de- 
parture of  the  latter  for  the  seat  of  government  was 
not  viewed  with  great  regret  by  the  community,  who 
had  been  rather  alienated  from  their  pastor  by  his  un- 
bending stiffness  and  morose  manner,  and  by  his  general 
want  of  the  colonizing  spirit,  which  should  have 
taught  him  to  bear  with  some  few  unavoidable  diffi- 
culties^ and  to  animate  and  console  those  of  his  flock 
who  wanted  patience  and  resignation  under  difficulties, 
rather  than  to  encourage  them  by  his  constant  example 
to  discontent. 

The  news  from  the  North  brought  by  the  Cuba, 
and  by  a  trading  schooner  which  arrived  from  Sydney 
and  the  Bay  of  Islands  on  the  18th,  were,  that  a  fire  had 
burnt  down  a  great  part  of  the  palace  sent  on  from 
Wellington  and  erected  at  the  Thames,  besides  the 
whole  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  furniture  ;  that  his 
•Excellency  had  bought  a  brig  of  200  tons  for  the  ser- 
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■vice  of  the  Government ;  and  that  a  sale  by  auction  of 
allotments  of  land  in  the  town  of  Auckland  had  been 
advertised  for  March  next. 

.  Two  vessels  had  arrived  at  WelDngton  from  Val- 
par&iao,  loaded  with  flour ;  and  the  price  of  this  article 
of  food  was  wduced  to  20/.  per  ton  from  the  high 
price  which  it  had  hitherto  maintained.  One  of  these 
vessels,  a  Chilian  brig,  had  called  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands ;  and  Dr.  Fitzgerald  returned  in  her  with  the 
appointment  of  Colonial  Surgeon  and  Health  Officer 
for  this  settlement  This  was  the  first  case  of  one  of 
the  original  colonists  from  England  being  tiiought 
■worthy  of  a  Government  office.  It  has  been  related 
ihat  the  Company's  surgeon  had  to  perform  its  duties 
in  a  recent  case  of  the  most  vital  importance.  The 
■duties  of  Harbour-master,  by  no  means  a  sinecure, 
had  also  been  performed  by  Captain  Chaffers,  with  a 
•alary  of  300/.  per  annum  from  the  Company;  but 
this  appointmoit  was  not  recognized  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  the  ship  London  had 
arrived  from  England  with  250  emigrants  and  passen- 
gers. Among  the  latter  was  Mr.  Frederick  Alonzo 
Carrington,  who  held  tie  appointment  of  Chief  Suf- 
•veyor  to  the  Plymouth  Company  before  mentioned. 
This  body  had  iKtrgained  to  receive  from  the  parent 
-society  a  district  of  50,000  acres,  including  a  site  for  a 
town  to  be  called  "  New  Plymouth,"  and  to  be  distri- 
buted in  the  same  way  as  the  preliminary  settlement 
^  Port  Nicholson.  Mr.  Carrington  was  deputed  to 
confer  with  Colonel  Wiikefield  DB  the  subject  of  select- 
ing the  next  most  eligible  nitu  vithiMfcbc  territory 
claimed  by  the  Company  oaja/kt^ja^^i  Cook's 
Strait 

We  heard  with  plei 
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the  cause  of  colonization  had  enlisted  a  powerful  advo- 
cate among  its  parliamentary  supporters  in  the  person 
of  Lord  Eliot  (now  Earl  of  St.  Germains).  A  nume- 
rously signed  petition  from  the  merchants,  ship-owners, 
and  bankers  of  the  city  of  London,  had  been  the  ground 
on  which  his  Lordship  had  founded  a  motion  for  in* 
quiry  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Colonial  Office,  the 
Local  Government,  and  the  Company,  as  regards  New 
Zealand.  Lord  Eliot,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Smith  in  op- 
posing his  motion,  clearly  exposed  the  blunders,  whe- 
ther accidental  or  intentional,  committed  by  the  Colo- 
nial Office  as  to  the  sovereignty  of  New  Zealand; 
their  recent  disclaimer  of  which  had  encouraged  the 
French  to  entertain  the  hope  of  anticipating  us  in  ob- 
taining it  from  the  so-called  independent  chiefs,  through 
cession  from  them.  The  Colonial  Office  appeared  to  be 
less  acquainted  than  other  persons  with  the  features  of 
the  case,  and  the  matter  ended  in  Lord  Eliot's  motion 
being  agreed  to,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
Lord  John  Russell  and  his  subordinate. 

The  grievous  news  of  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Dur- 
ham was  received  at  the  same  time.  That  distinguished 
nobleman,  the  first  Governor  of  the  New  Zealand 
Company,  had  merited  the  sincere  esteem  of  the  Cook's 
Strait  colonists,  not  only  by  his  strenuous  and  disin- 
terested advocacy  of  their  particular  interests,  but  also 
by  his  thorough  support  of  the  principles  of  coloniza- 
tion on  which  the  Company's  settlements  were  based,  and 
by  the  kindly  interest  which  he  was  known  to  take  in  all 
questions  affecting  the  Colonial  empire  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  sorrow  for  Lord 
Durham's  death  was  deep,  heartfelt,  and  universal  «t 
Wellington.  A  respectful  address  of  condolence  w 
immediately  prepared  and  signed,  for  presentati^ 
the  widowed  Countess. 
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little  do  die  mjoritr  of   dktmgnished    British 
statesmen  knoir  or  appneciate  the  earnest   gratitude 
which  can  be  pradoeed  in  the  hearti?  ci  the  men  who 
found  colonies  by  loiiie  degree  ei  kgishtire  kindness 
or  care  for  their  anpnotorted  stale.     Thoee  are  men 
of  generous  minds  and  strtmg  feelings,  who  cany 
with  them  their  familif«,  and  ri4i  their  all,  spiead* 
ing  their  country's  name  in  the  remotest  parts  of 
the  globe,  even  though  uncertain  of  adequate  protec- 
tion because  not  fostered  or  eren  reoc^nized  by  the 
parent  Government ;  who  trust  to  their  own  resources, 
and  confide  in  each  others  good  £sLith  and  conduct; 
who  become  quickly  inured  to  hardships;  who  are 
rendered  provident  and  enei^etic  by  difficulties ;  who 
spring  more  hopeful  and  determined  from  under  each 
successive  disappointment ;  and  who  steadily  persevere, 
heedless  of  obstacles  and  derision,  as  the  undaunted 
pioneers  of  civilization  and  religion.     Alas !  with  few 
honourable  exceptions,  men  of  great  name  and  reputa- 
tion, ministers,  statesmen,  and  legislators  of  rank  and 
influence,  seek  a  more  substantial  reward  than  gratitude 
for  their  exertions,  or  a  inore  known  field  than  strug^ 
gling  colonies  for  their  ambition.     Immersed  in  the 
politics  of  the  world,  they  are  ignorant  or  careless  of 
the  warm  thanks  which  these  young   and  vigorous 
communities  readily  offer  to  their  few  benefactors : — 
and  the  brave  planters  of  a  new  colony  are  thus  gra- 
dually neglected,  left  without  the  protection  of  laws  or 
government,  placed  at  the  mercy  of  a  few  placemen 
wh%do  not  know  their  wants,  and  tormented  by  the 

.  bureaucracy,  which  rules  them 

lifference  approaching  to  con- 

nobJ«  '^nergy  is  crushed,  or 

nd  they  become 
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Various  a886ciations  were  in  course  of  formation  at 
this  time,  for  purposes  calculated  to  advance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  settlement ; — such  as  the  importation  of 
cattle  on  a  large  scale  from  the  neighbouring  colonies; 
the  encouragement  of  inventions  for  the  preparation  of 
the  phormium  tenax  or  indigenous  flax*plant ;  and  the 
establishment  of  an  Exchange  and  Public  Ldbraiy. 
The  making  of  bricks  was  now  first  successfully  carried 
on ;  and  a  large  kiln  was  in  active  operation  at  Kid 
Wara  JVara,  a  mile  from  the  town. 

Attention  had  for  some  time  been  drawn  to  the  in- 
creasing attempts  made  by  partim  from  the  neighbour-^ 
ing  colonies  to  abstract  labour  from  us.  No  mean^ 
seemed  to  be  conaidered  too  dishonourable  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  purpose.  The  grossest  calum- 
nies were  circulated  in  the  public  prints  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Van  Diemen's  I/and,  against  our  soil,  cli- 
mate, and  state  of  society ;  and  the  crimps  who  char^ 
tered  vessels  and  visited  our  harbour  drew  the  most 
highly-coloured  picture  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
by  labourers  from  a  removal  to  their  country.  These 
foul  doingi^  excited  the  greatest  indignatioh  among  the 
main  body  of  settlers ;  and  it  was  clear  that  there 
existed  no  surer  way  of  provoking  their  hatred  than  one 
which  so  militated  against  their  vital  interests. 

The  plain  of  the  TVatrara'pa  had  been  recently  visited 
by  a  traveller  from  this  place.  Like  Lieutenant  Best, 
and  others  who  had  seen  parts  of  this  district,  he  spoke 
most  highly  of  its  capabilities  in  all  respects  except 
the  possession  of  a  harbour.  These  opinions  were 
important,  as  proving  that,  on  the  east  as  well  as  the 
west,  a  large  extent  of  country  was  dependent  on  the 
harbour  and  town  of  Wellington  as  a  commercial 
outlet. 

On  the  23rd  of  December  a  barque  ai^rived  from 
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Kawta,  bearing  Mr.  John  Aldred  as  Wealeyan  mis- 
sionary for  thia  place.  He  fixed  his  abode  near  Te. 
Aropa,  on  the  spot  which  the  late  Mr.  Bumby  had. 
imagined  himself  to  have  secured  for  the  mission,  and 
which  had  been  laid  out  aa  a  Public  Market-place  in: 
the  plan  of  the  town  of  Wellington. 

The  next  day  I  again  sailed  for  ff^anganui,  taking, 
with  me  Mr.  W.  Carrington,  one  of  the  assietant- 
surveyors,  and  five  or  six  of  the  Company's  labourers, 
with  their  goods  and  chattels.  Colonel  Wakefield  had 
decided  upon  having  a  district  surveyed  at  that  place,  for 
distribution  among  the  sectionists  of  the  second  series. 
About  noon  on  Christmas-day,  we  reached  Kapiti. 
Having  to  touch  there,  I  ran  close  alongside  Evans's 
Island,  hardly  stemming  the  ebb  with  a  light  southerly 
air,  which  had  died  away  as  the  sun  rose.  Twenty  or 
thirty  whalers,  who  had  chosen  to  remain  till  the  next 
season,  and  were  holding  high  holiday  on  the  island, 
ran  out  and  launched  a  boat  to  tow  me  to  the  anchor-^ 
age.  They  insisted  on  our  partaking  of  their  Christ-' 
maa  feast,  and  we  landed  amidst  a  salute  of  musketry 
and  of  some  small  cannon  on  the  flag-staif  mound.  No 
one,  except  two  or  three  of  the  headsmen,  was  sober, 
and  I  was  glad  to  get  into  the  chief  headsman's  house' 
out  of  the  way  of  the  reckless  firing.  My  crew  and 
the  surveying-men  were  made  welcome  under  a  spaci- 
ous awning  of  boat-sails.  We  were  feasted  on  roast 
sucking-pig,  ducks,  and  plum-pudding,  and  re-embarked 
at  night,  the  breeze  having  freshened  up.  The  men 
were  got  off  as  soon  as  they  were  fit<UM|MBd^  like 
dead  sheep  iuto  the  hold,  an^BM^^^^^^^Two 
of  the  sailors,  including  t 
steady  hands,  and  had  i 
and  the  little  craft  did  i 
her. 
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Calm  weather  and  light  winds  kept  us  two  days 
more  between  Kapiti  and  TVanganuh  only  fifty-seven 
miles. 

Mr.  Carrington  established  himself  m  a  house  near 
the  j9a  at  Putikiwaranuu  and  commenced  the  survey 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  by  cutting  the  necessary  lines 
through  the  high  fern  along  the  banks. 

A  boat  from  Wellington  on  its  way  to  this  place 
having  been  wrecked,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Turakina 
river,  a  week  or  two  before  my  arrival,  I  proceeded 
thither  along  the  beach,  accompanied  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Mason  and  E  Kuru.  The  few  natives  who  lived 
on  the  banks  of  that  river  had  plundered  the  wreck,  and 
there  was  some  suspicion  that  foul  play  had  been  prac- 
tised on  the  unfortunate  crew,  consisting  of  four  per- 
sons. Three  bodies  had  been  found  near  the  plundered 
boat  by  two  White  men  who  walked  to  Wellington 
shortly  after  the  event,  one  of  them  with  the  head 
separated  from  the  trunk ;  and  they  had  buried  the 
bodies  and  carried  the  news  to  Wellington.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  a  settlement  about  a  mile  inland,  where  we 
found  some  natives  cutting  the  sails  and  ropes  into 
shapes  suitable  for  their  own  canoes.  They  also  pro- 
duced some  chests,  containing  clothes,  books,  and  letters, 
which  led  me  to  identify  the  passengers  in  the  boat ; 
but  refused  to  give  anything  up  without  ample  pay- 
ment. They  told  us  that  the  more  valuable  portion  of 
the  cargo  had  been  carried  far  up  the  river  or  to  Ran- 
gitikei  by  another  set  of  natives;  and  declared  that 
the  bodies  had  been  washed  on  shore  dead,  and  that 
the  absent  natives  had  mutilated  one  of  the  corpses  as 
described.  These  natives  professed  to  be  mihanerey  or 
converted  Christians ;  but  Mr,  Mason  could  not  per- 
suade them  to  give  up  their  plunder.  E  Kuru  was 
very  indignant  at  their  conduct,  and  regretted  that  they 
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were  not  under  his  authority.  At  fVangaiha  we  met 
with  Pukeroti,  the  old  magician  of  Guard's  island  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Pelorus,  who  was  on  his  way  to 
JVaikfUo  by  way  of  the  Wimganui  river.  He  had 
also  secured  a  large  portion  of  the  spoil ;  but  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  restoring  it  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  as 
quite  contrary  to  all  Mtunri  custom.  He  loudly  asserted, 
that  when  a  boat,  canoe,  or  ship  was  wrecked,  all  look- 
ers-on were  entitled  to  whatever  they  could  pick  up. 
He  was  much  delighted  at  having  found  a  case  of 
bottled  gin.  On  my  return  to  fVanganui,  I  forwarded 
a  list  of  the  things  which  I  had  seen,  and  a  statement 
of  what  I  had  heard,  to  the  Magistrate  at  Port  Nichol- 
son ;  but  no  further  notice  was  ever  taken  of  the 
affair. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Jewess  schooner  of  sixty  tons,  a 
vessel  owned  in  Port  Nicholson,  entered  the  river,  and 
anchored  at  Purua.  There  were  several  passengers 
on  board,  who  had  come  to  inspect  the  proposed  district. 
As  I  intended  to  travel  up  the  river  to  E  Kuru,  who 
had  gone  to  collect  pigs  at  the  inland  settlements,  I 
D£fered  places  in  my  canoe  to  three  or  four  of  them ; 
and  we  thus  formed  a  merry  party. 

The  canoe  was  roomy  and  safe,  fitted  with  a  mast 
and  sail,  and  manned  by  four  or  five  strong  rowers, 
selected  from  the  train  always  attendant  upon  Ware 
ff'^k'Uoria,  or  "Victoria  house,"  as  £ /Curu  had  chris- 
tened my  establishment. 

The  kareau  platform  was  covered  with  clean  native- 
mats,  and  abundance  of  fowl  and  Iwltled  beer  was  stoned 
away  in  the  bottom  oft^htt  ettin)&  The  weather  was 
uniform,  sunny,  and  ei^HlfVlHM^kbuse  not  oppres- 
sively hot;  and  thus  ^^HiHH^K  od  a  HV  'Of 
pleasuK  thoii  an 
■    We  elcpt   lli« 
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Kqu  arapawa^  that  place  being  deserted  by  the  inhabit- 
ants,  who  were  busy  gathering  their  crops ;  and  pushed 
on  the  next  day.  We  found  the  scenery  improving  in* 
magnificence  as  we  proceeded.  Occasionally  we  passed 
picturesque  little  settlements  hung  midway  down  the 
pfirtly  cleared  acclivities,  or  laid  out  on  small  flats 
bounded  by  the  mountains  and  a  bend  of  the  river. 
Long  reaches  walled  in  by  steeps  that  were  mantled 
with  noble  forest  or  high  fern,  and  dotted  here  and 
there  with  stem  crags,  stretched  between  the  bends ; 
and  at  each  bend  the  river  generally  foamed  over  a 
rapid  of  greater  or  less  ascent.  After  passing  several 
of  these  by  poling,  and  ascending  the  current  about 
ten  miles  from  our  sleeping-place,  we  gave  the  natives 
a  rest  at  mid-day  on  a  shingly  beach  at  the  foot  of  a 
rapid  which  shot  down  with  more  than  usual  force. 
The  river  above  it  turned  sharp  to  the  right,  and  facing 
us  was  a  steep  wall  of  verdure  rising  to  the  height  of 
some  hundred  feet. 

My  boys  had  told  me  that  E  Kuru  was  entertain- 
ing a  large  party  of  visitors  from  TVaikiAOy  and  that 
we  might  expect  to  meet  him  before  we  reached  his 
settlement.  We  had  not  long  disembarked  before 
the  regular  song  of  the  war-canoe  rang  from  the 
woods  opposite ;  and,  as  we  rose  to  look  about  us,  a 
large  fleet  came  round  the  point  and  shot  the  rapid  at 
full  speed.  E  Kuru  was  in  one  of  the  last  canoes, 
and  beckoned  those  who  had  passed  to  turn  in  to  our 
encampment.  Here  the  whole  party  rested  for  an 
hour.  The  chief  introduced  me  to  the  principal  men 
among  his  visitors,  who  already  knew  me  by  name  as 
**  the  White  man  who  had  paid  for  JVanganui  ;'*  and 
he  reminded  me  of  several  old  acquaintances  among 
his  relations,  who  were  also  in  the  train.  He  then 
invited  me  to  travel  in  his  canoe,  where  the  stern- 
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slieete  were  covered  with  fine  mats ;  and  we  returned 
towards  the  sea,  reaching  my  houee  about  mid-, 
night 

Several  persons  travelled  by  land  from  Wellington 
at  this  time  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
ff^anganui  country ;  among  others,  the  wife  of  the 
cooper  of  a  ship  in  Port  Nicholson,  who  had  deserted 
and  engaged  in  the  service  of  a  person  intending  ta 
settle  here,  whom  he  accompanied.  The  natives  were 
much  struck  with  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  this 
woman,  who  had  beeii  the  first  of  her  sex  to  perform 
this  journey  of  110  miles  on  foot,  crossing  the  rivers 
and  undergoing  the  other  hardships  of  the  route.  I, 
found  most  of  the  travellers  very  foot-sore  and  half-; 
starved  at  Mr.  Carrington's  house  one  afternoon,  hav- 
ing crossed  the  river  on  hearing  the  news  of  their 
arrival.  I  now  made  my  house  a  caravanserai  for  all 
travellers,  inviting  them  to  accept  of  its  shelter  until 
they  had  agreed  for  the  purchase  of  some  of  those 
built  by  the  natives. 

I  had  divided  the  great  barn  into  three  parts  with 
rude  reed  partitions :  one  for  the  sleeping-room,  where 
people  might  spread  their  blankets  on  the  floor ;  one 
for  goods  and  provisions ;  and  the  large  space  in  thc^ 
middle  as  a  sort  of  public  hall,  where  natives,  sawyers, 
travellers  of  the  lower  class,  my  crew,  or  any  one  else„ 
might  sit  round  the  fire  and  partake  of  whatever  kaii 
or  food,  was  going  on.  I  continued  this  system  aa 
long  as  I  kept  the  house ;  and  even  after  the  two 
wings  were  furnished  with  wooden  floors,  walls,  and. 
ceilings,  and  civilizf-d  Ronr^  and  windows,  the  centre 
Teniained  an  open  ^'■'■'■'  '  imwn  bcid  cha- 

racters of  either  nv  ml  be  welcome 

round^^jWlpl^  <^l^i<'>"  the  separated 

TooDwjjHBttpt  strictly  M^ii  Lbi-   •'^'■■lii. 
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himself  ever  ventured  into  them  without  my  permis- 
sion. In  the  absence  of  established  laws  and  usages, 
I  found  this  sort  of  feudal  system  very  efiectuaL  I 
had  always  a  croud  of  attendants  ready  to  perform  any 
task ;  the  natives  who  partook  of  the  shelter  and  hos- 
pitality of  the  house  would  have  felt  ashamed  if  they 
had  not  kept  it  constantly  well  supplied  with  food ; 
and  it  soon  became  a  word  of  reproach  among  the 
natives  to  any  man,  that  he  had  been  refused  permis-^ 
sion  to  enter  the  outer  door. 

.  Having  loaded  a  cargo  of  potatoes  in  bulk,  I  started 
for  Port  Nicholson  towards  the  end  of  January,  with 
several  passengers  who  were  returning,  and  who  spread 
their  blankets  on  the  top  of  the  potatoes.  We  made  a 
prosperous  run  to  Kapiti  ;  and,  after  remaining  there 
one  day,  and  taking  two  natives  as  passengers,  started 
early  in  the  morning  with  a  freshening  breeze  from 
north-west. 

When  we  rounded  Cape  Terawiti  an  hour  before 
dark,  the  breeze  had  increased  into  a  gale ;  and  we 
flew  along  before  the  squalls  which  dashed  down  the 
gullies  of  the  high  land,  and  raised  the  spray  in 
whirling  columns  high  over  our  little  masts.  Hugging 
the  shore  in  order  to  avoid  l)eing  driven  to  sea,  we 
rounded  Sinclair  Head  in  safety ;  but  the  night  came 
on  pitchy  dark,  and  the  gale  increased  in  fury,  so  that 
we  could  not  see  our  way  to  an  anchorage  in  which  I 
had  before  taken  refuge  under  the  eastern  head  ;  and 
I  was  obliged  to  heave-to  and  drift  till  the  morning, 
after  passing  within  half  the  craft's  length  of  one  of 
the  reefs.  The  gale  was  so  violent  that  the  sea  was 
white  with  foam  and  almost  smooth,  for  some  miles 
from  the  shore  ;  but  when  we  were  well  out,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  steady  blow  through  the  Strait,  a  heavy 
and  dangerous  sea  knocked  us  about  like  a  nut-shell. 
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The  only  sail  we  could   carry  was  a   balance-reefed 
mizen,  about  the  size  of  a  large  pocket  handkerchief; 
but  under  this  the  boat  rode  it  out  gallantly,  and 
caught  the  seas  on  her  well-rounded  bow.     I  slept 
soundly  during  the  heaviest  part  of  the  gale  ;  but  the 
skipper  told  me  when  I  looked  up,  that  during  two 
hours  he  had  never  expected  to  see  daylight  again.    At 
break  of  day  we  found  ourselves  in  the  latitude,  but 
well  to  the  eastward,  of  Cape  Campbell,  the  wind  being 
less  strong,  but  a  heavy  sea  running.     My  passengers 
had  been  much  frightened  and  inconvenienced  by  the 
water,  which  leaked  in  at  the  topsides  and  reached  up 
to  them  in  the  rolls  of  the  boat.     About  eight  o'clock 
we  were  able  to  make  a  little  sail,  hoping  to  fetch 
under  the  lee  of  Cape  Palliser,  and  to  find  a  tem- 
porary  anchorage  there.      In   the  evening   we  had 
reached  within  a  few  miles   of  it,  but  the  baffling 
willies  of  wind  oflF  the  land  and  the  set  of  the  tide 
round  the  Cape  prevented  us  from  nearing  the  shore. 
In  the  morning  it  had  fallen  calm,  but  we  had  drifted 
ten  or  twelve  miles  to  the  north,  along  the  eastern 
coast.     The  wind  had  been  gradually  drawing  round 
to  the  south-west,  and  the  clouds  were  gathering  over 
the  high  peaks  of  the  Middle  Island.    By  night  it  was 
blowing  as  hard  as  ever  from  that  quarter,  and  the 
sea,  sweeping  uninterrupted  from  the  south,  was  as 
high  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     We  were  again 
under  o\ir  pocket  handkerchief,  standing  oflF  and  on 
near  the  coast,  for  two  days  and  two  nights.     I  had 
hoped  to  find  some  bay  or  cove  large  enough  to  afford 
us   shelter;   but  when   we  examined  the   coast,   we 
could  see  nothing  but  terrific  surf,   tumbling   upon 
sandy  beaches  or  flying  in  jets  of  spray  from  the  faces 
of  high  cliflFs.    When  the  weather  moderated,  we  were 
oflF  Cape   Turnagain ;    and    we   did  not  reach    Port 
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Nicliolson  until  the  30tli  of  January,  very  nearly  out 
of  water,  firewood,  and  provisions. 

Moilseigneur  Pompalier,  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand,  had  visited  Wellington  during  my 
absence,  on  his  return  from  the  French  settlement  at 
j4karoa  to  his  head-quarters  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  Club,  and  others  who  had  en- 
joyed his  acquaintance,  spoke  highly  of  his  urbane 
manners  and  his  philanthropic  views  with  regard  to 
the  welfare  of  the  natives. 

"  A  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year  '*  had 
been  celebrated  in  old  English  style.  Fat  bullocks 
had  been  slaughtered  and  dressed  with  evergreens,  and 
the  New  Year  saluted  with  ringing  of  bells,  firing  of 
jcannon,  and  hoisting  of  flags. 

Two  days  afterwards,  a  vessel  had  arrived  from 
^Jreenock  with  200  emigrants;  and  these  I  found 
located  in  some  hou^s  which  had  been  built  <m 
speculation  by  old  **  Dog's-ear  "  and  his  tribe  at  Km 
fVara  TVara.  He  told  me,  in  his  usual  comical  way, 
that  he  thought  "  Wide-awake  "  had  slighted  him  by 
sending  such  poor  people  to  his  settlement ;  for  he  could 
not  understand  the  bare  feet  of  the  Scotch  lassies. 

Mr.  Churton  had  gone,  with  his  family  and  chattels, 
to  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

It  was  determined  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  to 
celebrate  the  first  arrival  of  the  settlers,  on  the  22nd  of 
January,  by  an  Anniversary  f6te. 

So  favourable  was  the  state  of  things  in  the  settle- 
ment, and  so  bright  were  the  prospects  for  the  future, 
.that  everybody  joined  heartily  in  this  idea. 

The  harvest  was  in  progress  in  the  valley  of  the 
Hutt.  Consisting  chiefly  of  potatoes,  as  a  good  clean- 
ing crop  for  the  newly-cleared  land,  it  had  surpassed 
the  most   sanguine   expectations.      It  had  also  been 
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proved  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  higli  estimates  made 
by  some  persons  of  the  expense  of  clearing  heavily- 
timbered  land  in  New  Zealand  was  far  beyond  the 
actual  cost.  Some  of  these  theorists  had  placed  their 
estimate  as  high  as  40A  per  acre,  and  had  assigned  thii 
calculation  as  a  reason  for  their  own  unwillingness  to 
"  face  the  bush."  Mr.  Molesworth,  however,  had  by  a 
year's  experience  proved  the  cost  of  clearing,  and  the 
return  from  the  first  season's  crop.  Although  he  had 
at  first,  from  inexperience,  paid  at  a  rather  higher 
rate,  he  now  cleared  his  land  by  contract  at  the  rate 
of  12/.  per  acre.  This  I  take  from  his  own  care- 
iiil  estimates.  The  samples  of  wheat  and  bar< 
ley  produced  in  some  small  patches  promised  an 
equally  good  return  under  a  grain-crop.  The  rapid 
improvement  of  tlie  cotidition  of  sheep  and  cattle,  on 
the  natural  pasturage  of  the  hills  south  and  south- 
east of  the  town,  was  do  less  remarkable.  Visitors 
fr<Mn  New  South  Wales,  with  all  their  prejudice 
against  a  young  rival  colony,  did  not  hesitate  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  cattle  showed  better,  that  the 
cows  gave  more  and  richer  milk,  and  tiiat  the  meat 
was  more  delicate  in  flavour  than  in  that  country. 
The  limited  pasturage,  instead  of  being  consumed,  by 
the  cattle,  had  advanced  in  quality  and  quantity.  Tl^ 
fern,  through  which  we  used  to  ride  up  to  the  knees  of 
the  horses,  had  been  trodden  down  in  many  places, 
and  grasses  had  sprung  up  in  its  room. 

Greater  confidence  was  also  felt  as  to  the  quantity 
of  available  land  easily  accessible  amU  directions  from 
the  pite  of  the  town.  The  lirst  exffitera  j|^^  direc- 
tions had  been  Ibllowed  by  many  C^^H^^^^^BT  one 
encouraged  his  neighbours  by  Ult^^|^^^^^Hh  he 
brought  hoiiie;^£||^JMicholson  i 
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upon  as  hemmed  in  by  monntainoas  conatrjr 
2«e»8ed  of  no  rural  diatrict  but  the  Hutt;  bat  as  tbirdbor 
of  a  large,  fertile,  and  very  available  districtr  hcA  east 
and  west,  and  aa  liie  central  harbour  ai  a  ^nat-Ine 
reaching  from  the  East  Cape  to  Kamia.  It  be^am  to 
be  felt>,  in  fact,  that  in  spite  of  difficulties  and  ofastedes» 
the  colony  had  &irly  *^  taken  root^"  and  ooly  wamled 
being  left  without  interference  to  frosper  by  means  ^ 
its  own  natural  capabilities. 

During  the  year,  119  veffids  had  enteted,  and  113 
irenaehi  had  left  the  port*  The  White  popidaikm  al- 
ready amounted  to  2500  men,  women,  and  cliildien ; 
and  there  were  nearly  300  houses  erected  in  a  town  of 
which  the  inhabitants  had  been  in  posBession  but  four 
monthn,  and  during  two  months  out  of  that  tkne 
doubts  of  a  secure  title  had  prevented  many  from 
erecting  'a  permanent  or  substantial  dwelling  upon 
the  land  :  18,000  acres  of  rural  land  had  been  se* 
lected  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  held  out  a  large 
field  for  enterprise  in  the  coming  season.  Out  of  the 
whole  community,  only  twenty-five  men  were  on  the 
Company's  hands,  pursuant  to  their  engagement  to 
employ  labouring  emigrants  until  they  found  service ; 
and  these  were  receiving  twenty  shillings  a-week,  be- 
sides their  rations  which  might  fairly  be  counted  as 
seven  shillings  more. 

But  few  causes  of  sorrow  had  to  be  weighed  against 
these  facts.  A  crimping-vessel  from  Launceston  had, 
to  be  sure,  induced  fourteen  labourers  to  leave  the 
place;  but  among  these  there  was  only  one  whose 
departure  was  regretted.  The  event  had  served  to 
remind  all  of  the  last  act  of  the  Lieutenant-Govern- 
or and  his  total  neglect  of  Cook's  Strait  and  its 
inhabitants  ;  but  people  were  getting  tired  of  this  sub- 
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ject,  and  began  to  believe  that,  if  only  neglected.  Cook's 
Strait  could  almost  do  without  him. 

The  prosperous  state  of  the  working-classes  did  not 
fell  to  show  itself  by  their  very  obstinate,  but  inoffen- 
sive, determination  to  have  a  share  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  forthcoming  festival.  The  democracy  and  aris- 
tocracy of  tiie  place  could  not  manage  to  agree  about 
the  persons  to  be  appointed  as  a  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment A  man  or  a  measure  proposed  by  one  of  the 
employing  class  was  sneered  at  or  joked  down  by  the 
carpenters  and  tailors ;  a  proposition  from  a  mechanic 
or  labourer  was  objected  to  or  cavilled  at  by  a  remgon 
tira;  and  no  union  could  be  formed.  In  vain  middle- 
men tried  to  reconcile  the  merry  disputants ;  in  vain 
the  leaders  of  the  two  jesting  parties  yielded  here  or 
condescended  there;  no  lasting  peace  could  be  con- 
cluded ;  and  after  many  days'  good-humoured  dispute, 
it  was  determined  to  satisfy  all  parties  by  holding  two 
festivals  on  different  days,  to  be  called  the  "  Popular" 
and  the  "  Select"  fSte. 

The  "  Select"  people  gave  a  subscription  ball  at 
Barrett's  hotel  on  the  night  of  the  22nd ;  the  stormy 
weather  having  prevented  any  out-door  amusements. 
On  Saturday  the  23rd,  a  rowing-match  took  place  in 
the  harbour  under  their  auspices  :  but  a  proposed  Bail- 
ing-match was  put  o£F,  in  consequence  of  an  accident 
having  happened  to  one  of  the  boats. 

On  Monday,  the  "  Populiirs"  presented  a  much  more 
extensive  bill  ofJ^j^^Jie  weather  having  declared 
line  by  ten  o'ci^^^^^^^ved  over  many  of  the 
houses  and  the  ^^^^^^^^^U>pi"g'  ^nd  a  spirited 
race  between  »^^^^^^^|pund  the  '^^els  at 
ichor  started  t 
lien  came  a  nil^^^^^^^^^^^  horsi'^ 


4U  ADVENTURE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.  CiLkP.  XY. 

level  ground  at  the  back  of  Te  Aro  pa,  for  a  purse 
of  fifteen  guineas :  and  the  name  of  "  Calmuck 
"  Tartar/*  ridden  by  Mr.  Henry  Petre,  deserves  to  be 
recorded  as  the  winner  of  the  first  race  in  New  Zea- 
land. 

A  sailing-match  followed;  ten  riflemen  next  con- 
tended for  a  prize  of  five .  pounds  and  entrances ;  and 
the  minor  sports  of  jumping  in  sacks,  climlnng  a 
greasy  pol^  and  wheeling  barrows  blindfolded,  finished- 
the  fun  of  the  day  in  a  right  merry  manner. 

A  "  Popular  *  ball,  joined  by  most  of  the  male  aris- 
tocrats^ was  given  in  the  evening  at  one  of  the  large 
wooden  stores  erecting  on  Te  Aro  beach. 

The  natives  had  not  been  forgotten^  An  ample 
feast  of  rice  and  sugar,  which  is  a  dainty  di^  with 
them,  had  been  provided ;  and  a  prize  in  money  was 
held  out  as  an  inducement  to  a  canoe-raee.  ,  I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  that  the  newly-arriyed  Wesleyan  mis- 
sionary forbade  the  attendance  of  those  over  whom  he 
exercised  influence,  and  that  this  part  of  the  festivity 
was  thus  crushed  in  the  bud.  I  need  hardly  comment 
on  the  painful  feelings  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  re- 
flecting settlers,  and  iudeed  of  all  classes,  by  this  inju- 
dicious attempt  on  the  part  of  their  religious  pastor  to 
denounce  the  partaking  by  our  simple  friends  of  an  an- 
nual rejoicing  over  our  arrival  among  them.  He  first 
taught  them  to  look  upon  our  gifts  with  suspicion,  and 
upon  our  invitation  to  them  to  be  joyful  with  us  as 
forbidden  and  of  no  good* 

On  the  24th,  Mr.  F.  A.  Carrington,  who  had  been 
despatched  by  Colonel  Wakefield  in  the  Brougham  to 
seek  a  site  for  the  New  Plymouth  colony,  returned, 
after  a  partial  examination  of  Blind  Bay  and  a  viw^ 
the  Sugar-loaf  Islands.     He  had  decided^ 
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the  latter  and  the  neighbouring  country  for  his  ope- 
rations. 

Another  shipfiil  of  immigrants  and  passengers  from 
England  had  arrived  in  the  midst  of  the  fite.  Many 
of  these  were  owners  of  land  in  the  second  series, 
anxious  to  be  located  at  once  with  their  families. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Official  crimping  of  labourers — ^ITVlthdrawal  of  the  troops  from 
Wellington — Once  employed— Surprise  of  colonists — ^Anger — 
Notice  against  occupation  of  lands — Sir  John  Franklin  reproves 
crimping— The  New  Plymouth  pioneers — Public  meeting — Peti- 
tion for  the  recall  of  Captain  Hobson — ^Why  sent  home  informally 
— Mr.  Petre — Mr.  Sinclair — ^Increasing  trade  with  the  natiyes — 
Working  Men's  Land  Association — Lady  Franklin. 

The  day  after  I  arrived^  four  vessels  entered  the  har- 
bour together.  Among  them  was  the  Columbine,  a 
missionary  schooner;  and  the  Chelydra^  a  large  barque 
from  the  Thames,  chartered  by  Government  to  remove 
our  army  of  thirty  soldiers  to  the  metropolis. 

But  it  was  soon  found  that  this  vessel  had  come  on 
another  and  more  noxious  errand.  Instructions  had 
come  by  her  to  carry  out  the  crimping  measure  already 
officially  announced ;  and  the  instructions  were  obeyed 
in  the  most  disagreeable  manner.  The  Police  Magis- 
trate, warned  by  the  warm  notice  which  had  been 
taken  of  the  advertisement  authenticated  by  his  signa- 
ture, appeared  ashamed  or  afraid  to  do  the  dirty  work 
himself ;  so  the  constables  were  deputed  to  go  about 
among  the  newly-arrived  emigrants,  and  tiy  every 
means  of  persuading  them  to  engage.  The  soldiers 
acted  as  though  they  had  been  in  the  plot ;  and  as* 
sisted  in  harassing  and  frightening  the  new-comerB» 
who  had  hardly  had  time  to  look  about  them. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  soldiers,  in  itself,  inflicted  ao 
great  injury  on  the  settlement ;  as  they  were  alwaai 
causing  disturbance  by  their  drunkei 
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halfince  l^y  taking  awfiy  the  Ij^ljouf:  i^lj^^  hp  xff^vdred ; 
thus  pot  oiily  pypyii^g  the  fallacjy  fff  hi^  riyai  experi- 
mei^trhutuQJufit^y  seekmg  tq  upheld  it  by  the  ab^trap: 
t^on  of  a  nepes^i;y  piipp  fi;om  one  which^  long  before 
establish^^  had  ey^fy  prospect  of  ffucc^. 
'  It  yi^f^  pi^y  a  moijith  sipce  a  piiyat^  mdividual  £|^m 
Yan  piemen's  Jj^i^d,  vyhp  hf^4  ^P^  ^  WPPfllt  ^ 
unprincipled  conduct  by  a  p^bli^hed  justifif;at4Q0  of 
$i8  crimping  proceedings  ha4  |)^n  9<^V^t?4  \Si  th^ 
whole  community,  and  held  at  %  di[8t;fmce  by  it^  ^^ 
qpectable  m^n^ber^.  How  t^en^^qul^  ^he^s^ine  pieople 
bear  ^Ith  a  sim^af*  cpndu^t  o^  the  pc^^f  o^ti^e  hJghe^t 
authority  over  tlf^ifx^  a?,  hif  ^%ii  act,  ^after.  a^t^king 
from  negligence  w]||iiQh .  resejpibled  a  total  ign9Tan9ep| 
their  being  ?  Wi^R  H'^iww9;cti%  iprbeayanfe  s^ 
patience  beypnd  belief  they  h^^  ^01^  the  loogi^^e^ 
stilj  hoping  foy  tibe  tiipe  wlji/en  ^y' m^l^^  fonvipce 
their.  Goyern^r,  by  an  affejctipnatie,  and^^  loy^  r^cepitipA, 
that  he  ought  to  act  as  th^ir  r\iler  ^i^  f^tlfpier.  "^uf;  h^ 
could  now  no, longer  plead  that  he^  wished  no  ti^rm,. 
if  he  did  no  good,  to  this  plante^pn ;  l\e  had  fi^  dcr 
clared  open  w£^r,  and  the  sturdy  colonislji;,  repeated  ^e 
cry,  and  nerved  themselves  for  th^,  stiruggle.  FroiA 
this  moment  the  Governor  con;impn^y  wejqit  by  the 
nan\e,  of  "  Capta^in  Crimp ;"  ai?id  the  pi^opjgiety  of  peti- 
tioning her  Majesty  for  his  removal  ifrpm  Qifljce  w^fi 
at  once  agitated^*  . 

At  the  same  time,  an  official  notice  appeared  warn- 
ing persons  not  to  settle,  ojr  pit^cupy  the?  l^nds  pf  Ta- 
ranahi  or  Wanganui  under  land-orders  i^om  the  New 
Zealand;  Company,  as  such  had  not  been  conveyed  l^y  thje. 
Crown.  As  it  was  confidentjly  believed,  however,  that 
the  next  arrival  would  bring  the  news  of  a  satisfecjtpry 
arrangement  in  England  of  the  Company's  qlaiipg  to 
those  districts,  no  great  attention  was  paid  to  tljglp  pro- 
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hibition^  issued  by  the  New  South  Wales  Government 
on  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Hobson. 

The  news  brought  from  the  Northern  Districts  did 
not  say  much  for  the  inducement  held  out  to  labourers 
to  go  thither  from  this  settlement.  The  Bay  of 
Islands  Gazette  had  ceased  td  appear^  having  been 
threatened  with  punishment  by  legal  proceedings  in 
consequence  of  its  free  remarks  upon  the  doings  of 
Government;  and  the  official  Gazette  Extraordinary 
now  ii^sued  from  the  Church  Mission  press  at  Paihia. 

The  rtate^  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  generally  was  de^ 
scribed  as  very  wretched j  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
was  blamed  for  having  in  great  measure  caused  it  by 
the  establishment  and  then  capricious  abandonment  of 
Russell.  The  whaling-ships,  which  had  formed  the 
principal  support  of  that  settlement,  were  driven  away 
by  the  pro^ct  of  port-dues,  and  duties  on  their  oil, 
tobacco,  and  spirits,  as  well  as  the  augmented  price  of 
potatoes  and  pigs. 

An  impudent  piece  of  official  land-jobbing  in  the 
Itllotments  of  the  town  of  Auckland  had  been  discovered 
amd  exposed. 

Instead  of  the  whole  of  the  land  ready  for  sale  at 
that  place  being  put  up  on  fair  and  equal  terms  to  all 
bidders.  Lieutenant  Shordand  and  other  Government 
officials  had  been  allowed,  ex  officioy  prior  and  exclu- 
sive iWl^ctions.  Of  course,  they  had  picked  out  some 
of  the  most  valuablie  lots.  But  this  was  only  the  least 
part  of  the  injustice.  Instead  of  the  price  to  be  paid 
by  the  officials  being  determined  by  that  given  for  other 
land  of  the  same  or  nearly  equal  value,  these  >e 

gentlemen  were  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  tk 
the  average  price  of  one-half  of  the  towp 
and   indifferent;    and,  until  the  hi 
and  the  average  ascertained,  they  n 


it 
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A  short  remonstrance  to  Sir  Greorge  Gipps  was  drawn 
up  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Dudley  Sinclair,  and  signed 
by  twenty-five  leading  settlers  of  Wellington.  At 
the  same  time,  a  requisition  for  a  public  meeting  to 
consider  the  misconduct  of  the  Lieutenant-Grovernor 
was  published,  with  the  signatures  of  the  most  in* 
fluential  people  of  the  settlement.  I  shall  transcribe 
it  word  for  word  : — "  We,  the  undersigned,  landt 
**  holders  and  residents  of  Port  Nicholson,  viewing 
with  surprise  and  disgust  the  nefarious  attempt 
which  is  now  being  made  by  Captain  Hobson  to  de- 
*'  prive  us  of  our  artificers  and  labourers,  men  brought 
out  at  our  own  expense  for  the  benefit  of  the  settle^" 
ment  of  Port  Nicholson ;  and  feeling  persuaded  that 
her  Majesty's  Government  at  home  will  neither 
^'  countenance  such  manifest  injustice  to  ourselves  nor 
*'  sanction  conduct  so  ungentlemanlike  on  the  part  of 
*^  its  officials ;  and  being  also  fully  convinced  that  any 
"  representations  from  us  as  a  body  will  receive  from 
**  her  most  gracious  Majesty  every  possible  considera- 
"  tion ;  do  hereby  call  a  meeting  of  our  fellow  colonists, 
**  to  be  holden  at  Barrett's  hotel,  on  Monday  next, 
**the  15th  day  of  February,  for  the  purpose  of  adopts 
"  ing  a  petition,  praying  for  the  removal  of  Captain 
**  Hobson  from  the  Deputy  Government  of  New  Zea- 
« land." 

Curiously  enough,  at  this  very  time  Colonel  Wake- 
field received  from  Sir  John  Franklin,  the  Governor  of 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  an  answer  to  his  complaint 
against  the  practices  of  the  crimps,  which  condemned 
these  proceedings  as  most  disgraceful,  and  utterly  repu- 
diated them  on  the  part  of  his  Government.  This  letter 
must  have  been  felt  as  a  stinging  reproof  by  the  crimp- 
ing Governor  of  Auckland. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  the  Brougham  sailed  finally 
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for  Tardnaki,  with  sixty  persons  for  the  new  settle^ 
tnent,  including  Dicky  Barrett  and  all  his  train.  He 
had  long  pined  for  his  ancient  residence  in  that  part 
of  the  country ;  and  was  delighted  to  carry  thither 
with  him,  as  a  boon  to  his  natire  friends,  the  avani' 
garde  of  a  large  European  population  and  market 
for  their  produce.  The  vessel  was  a  perfect  Noah's 
ark,  bearing  the  germ  of  a  colony ;  her  decks  were 
completely  heaped  up  with  furniture,  animals,  plants, 
and  children. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  an  important  meeting 
took  place,  pursuant  to  the  requisition  which  I  have 
transcribed  above,  at  Barrett's  hotel.  Mr.  George 
Butler  Earp  was  voted  into  the  chair.  Alter  his 
address,  explanatory  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting, 
Captain  Edward  Daniell  proposed  three  resolutions, 
as  follows : — ■ 

"  That  Lieutenant-Governor  Hobson  has  systemati- 
"  cally  neglected  his  duty  to  her  Majesty's  subjects 
"  settled  at  Port  Nicholson. 

"  That  his  Excellency's  recent  attempt  to  deprive 
"  this  settlement  of  its  skilled  labour,  by  inducing  me- 
"  chanics  and  artificers  to  leave  it  and  enter  into  the 
"  employment  of  Government  at  Auckland,  is  calcu- 
"  lated  to  inflict  serious  injury  upon  the  settlement 

"That  the  annexed  petition  to  the  Queen  be  for- 
*"  warded  to  England,  and  presented  to  her  Majesty, 
*'  stating  the  above-mentioned  grievances,  and  praying 
"  her  Majesty  for  protection)  and  the  recall  of  the  Lieu- 
•'  tenant-Governor." 

The  petition  alluded  X"  si?t  forth 

the  grievances  of  the  ptii  'l'I  with  a 

prayer  for  thfcjemoval  of"  I.-  ' 
and  such  otb"^  ("t^ief  as  U, 
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This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  James  Coutts  Craw- 
ford. 

Mr.  Hanson  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  more  mode* 
rate  party,  who  doubted  the  expediency  of  demanding 
the  recall  of  Captain  Hobson.  They  considered  this 
to  be  a  very  likely  means  of  exciting  the  hostility  of  the 
Colonial  Office.  He  read  an  address,  in  the  form  of  a 
petition  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  which  exposed 
the  grievances  at  greater  length,,  and  prayed,  indefi-* 
nitely,  for  redress.  He  then  moved  for  the  adoption  of 
this  address  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  fotr  the 
original  petition.  Same  discussion  ensued.  The  prin* 
cipal  question  at  issue  between  the  two  parties-  was 
that  of  being  guided  by  expediency  and  cimtion,  or  by 
an  unfimching  and  open-mouthed  denouncing  of  the 
enemy»  Among  such  an  aseemfalage,  there  could  be 
but  little  doubt  of  the  result,  and  the  original  motion 
was  finally  carried  amidst  acclamation. 

The  meeting  concluded  by  carrying  motions  for  the 
forwarding  of  the  petition  through  Valparaiso  to  Eng- 
land, and  for  sending  copies  to  Sir  George  Gipps  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  Hobson.  Thus  the  supporters  of 
the  measure  fell,  through  ignorance,  into  the  error  of 
neglecting  a  very  stringent  rule  of  the  Colonial  Office, 
which  req^uires  all  complaints  against  a  Governor  to  be 
forwarded  through  him,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
accompanied  by  his  defence.  There  was  some  reason, 
in  this  case,  for  a  deviation  from  the  rule,  as  such  a 
course  seemed  likely  to  involve  a  dangerous  delay  ta 
the  petition,  both  by  the  length  of  the  voyage  henoe 
to  Auckland,  and  by  the  absence  of  any  meaniCof 
conveyance  homewards  from  that  place.  MoseoMr, 
the  people  of  Wellington  had,  victuaUv*.  no  (jpv^ 
through  whom  to  transmit  th  Itilft 

a  distant  enemy  to  complain»  f 
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uirements.  On  the  9th,  the  Favourite  carried  this 
come  visitor  to  Akaroa,  whence  she  was  to  proceed 
t^e  Thames  and  the  Bay  of  Islands.  The  sloop 
[  made  the  passage  from  Hobart  Town  to  this  port 
xn  days. 


Li 
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now  began  to  understand  the  use  of  money.  Bringing 
their  produce  into  town  from  all  the  neighbouring  set- 
tlements^ and  even  occasionally  from  a  great  distance, 
they  would  only  take  money  in  exchange ;  though  they 
commonly  spent  it  during  the  same  day,  at  some  of  the 
shops  along  the  beach. 

The  workmen  now  founded  a  very  useful  association 
among  themselves.  Looking  to  the  increasing  value 
of  land,  both  in  the  town  and  the  neighbouring 
country  districts,  they  wisely  formed  a  kind  of  savings 
bank,  which  applied  the  surplus  of  their  high  wages  to 
the  purchase  of  desirable  lots.  By  this  combination  of 
their  funds  they  secured  the  advantage  of  entering  the 
land-market  with  a  considerable  capital,  and  the  land 
acquired  was  afterwards  distributed  in  lots  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  the  subscription.  As  a  means 
of  attaching  the  working  population  to  the  locality  by 
making  them  all  owners  of  the  soil,  the  **  Working 
**  Men  s  Land  Association "  received  the  cordial  sup- 
port and  approval  of  the  employing  class. 

On  the  3rd  of  March,  her  Majesty's  ship  Favourite 
again  entered  the  harbour,  having  Lady  Franklin,  the 
wife  of  the  Governor  of  Van  Diemen  s  Land,  and  her 
suite,  as  passengers.  This  lady  had  recently  visited 
South  Australia,  Port  Philip,  and  Sydney,  and  was 
now  completing  her  tour  of  the  Australasian  colonies 
by  a  visit  to  the  different  settlements  in  New  Zealand. 
Lady  Franklin  resided,  during  her  short  stay  here,  in 
the  house  of  Colonel  Wakefield,  which  was  by  this 
time  fitted  up  with  some  degree  of  comfort.  She  also 
made  a  trip  to  see  the  farms  on  the  Hutt.  Before  her 
departure,  a  congratulatory  address  was  presented  to 
her  ladyship  by  a  deputation  from  the  settlers,  which 
alluded  to  the  friendly  feeling  displayed  towards  them 
by  Sir  John,  and  to  her  own  literary  and  scientific 
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acquirements.  On  the  9th,  the  Favourite  carried  this 
welcome  visitor  to  Akaraa^  whence  she  was  to  proceed 
to  the  Thames  and  the  Bay  of  Islands.  The  sloop 
had  made  the  passage  from  Hobart  Town  to  this  port 
in  ten  days. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

The  Sandfly— Joseph  Toms — Tory  Channel — ^We  meet  the  Broug- 
ham— Foundation  of  New  Plymouth — Calm  night —  Wanganui 
bar — Curious  effects  of  mist — Native  news — Progress  of  the 
European  settlement — Lawless  vagabonds — Fears  of  a  war-party, 
or  taita — ^Determination  to  reconnoitre — Pleasant  journey  with  a 
fleet  of  canoes — Gaiety  of  the  natives — Exaggerated  gravity  of  a 
missionary — Rapids — £!  Kuru*6  political  dilenmia — ^Fortified  vil- 
lages— Spies — Doubts — Encampment — ^First  view  of  the  war- 
party — Their  camp— Speeches— The  patriarch  Heuheu — ^Inter- 
view with  him — Pukihika  pa — The  war-party  at  the  settlement 
— Good  fiiith — Native  guards. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  I  sailed  again  for  Wan" 
ganui,  in  the  Sandfly,  a  schooner  of  ten  tons  which 
had  been  built  on  the  banks  of  the  Hutt,  and  which  I 
had  chartered  for  three  months  for  the  ff^anganui 
trade.  I  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  John  Tylston 
Wicksteed,  a  gentleman  who  had  lately  arrived  in  the 
London,  and  who,  as  land-agent  for  the  Church  So- 
ciety of  which  I  have  before  spoken,  wished  to  examine 
the  district  of  TVanganuu  the  Company  having  granted 
that  society  a  land-order  in  the  second  series  entitling 
them  to  4000  acres  of  land. 

I  beat  out  against  a  fresh  southerly  breeze,  which 
fell  calm  when  we  had  reached  Sinclair  Head.  In 
the  morning  we  were  half-way  across  the  Strait,  and 
a  light  air  was  blowing  from  the  north-west.  On 
arriving  off  the  entrance  of  the  Tory  Channel,  I  found 
the  tide  had  begun  to  ebb,  and  so  anchored  in  deep 
water  under  the  lee  of  the  south  head.  "  Geordie 
"  Bolts,"  or  Joseph  Toms,  of  Te-awa-itiy  who  was  on 
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his  way  to  his  station  at  Porirna,  was  forced  by  th» 
same  circumstance  to  anchpr  alongeidc.  We  t3b- 
changed  news  and  civilities.  I  gave  him  the  lant 
WelUngten  newspaper  and  some  bakeor's  bread;  he 
handed  me  eome  fine  vegetables  out  of  his  gfjrden. 
He  had  a  nice  phice  at  Te-atoa^ti,  much  imprvted 
since  our  first  arrival.  The  seeds. out  of  the  Tory 
which  we  ^ve  him  had  served  to  furnish  a  very  pro- 
ductive garden :  he  Imd  a  flock  of  forl^  or  fifty  goats, 
and  as  many  geese.  Besides  his  two  whaling-stationa 
at  Parirua  aad  Te-owa-itu  he  had  another'  in-  Port 
Underwood,  and  had  taken  out.  Ii0en(»s  for  public- 
houses  at  all  three..  That  at  Poftrua,  especially,  pro- 
mised to  yield  him  profit,  as  the  amount  (^  travelling 
by  luid  was  rapidly  increasing  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Strait  since  the  foundation^  of  the  settlements  at 
0^aiiganui  and  TaraTutki.  At  one  o'clock  the  fiood 
made,  and  we  sailed  on  our  respective  destinations. 
As  we  beat  into  the  channel,  and  passed  Te-€tu)a-iti  at 
a  r^id  ratfi,  we  took  &  baked  leg  of  mutton  and  the 
fresh  vegetables  oat  of  Our  stove,  and  enjoyed  the 
scenery  while  we  ate  our  dinner  on  deck.  About  half- 
way along  the  channel  we  met  the  !&vugham,  striving 
to  beat  up  to  Te-awa-iti,  where  she  had  to  take  in  oil 
and  bone  for  London.  I  went  on  board  uod  told  the 
captain  that  the  fiood-tide  had  made,  and  he  therefore 
anchored  in  one  of  the  bays  till  the  next  ebb.  I  then 
gathered  from  him  the  particulars  of  the  location  of 
the  New  Plymouth  settlers.  Mr.  Carrington  had 
at  first  fixed  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  TVaitera  as 
the  site  of  the  new  town/  -Tphe  embouchure  of  this 
river  is  about  twelve  mile^flMfl|^||  the  Sugar-loaf 
Islands,  and  \\&s  a  bar  neoj^^^^^^^^water,  with  a 
rise  of  twelve  i'eet  in 
found,  howerer,  that  a  I 
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when  it  was  comparatively  smooth  at  Ngamotu  ;  and 
after  capsizing  one  or  two  boats  at  the  entrance,  the 
site  had  been  removed  to  the  coast  close  to  the  islands. 
The  captain  described  the  settlers  as  all  well,  and 
busied  in  preparations  of  all  kinds. 

Proceeding  up  the  Sound,  we  found  ourselves  be- 
calmed a  few  miles  before  reaching  Ship  Cove,  near 
the  entrance  of  West  Bay.  Although  the  bowsprit 
nearly  touched  the  branches  of  the  trees  which  over- 
hung the  water,  we  could  find  no  bottom  with  seven- 
teen fathoms  of  line ;  so  we  lay  till  morning,  lifting  on 
the  long  swell  which  rolled  in  from  the  north.  It 
was  one  of  those  bright  clear  moonlight  nights  so 
highly  to  be  enjoyed  in  New  Zealand ;  and  I  sat  till  a 
late  hour  on  the  deck,  listening  to  the  shrill  twittering 
of  the  night-birds  as  they  flew  across  from  hill  to  hill, 
or  the  gentle  washing  of  the  sea  on  the  beaches  and 
rocks,  which  gleamed  in  the  moonlight,  or  lay  hidden 
beneath  the  tufted  foliage.  When  I  rose  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  had  got  a  fair  wind,  and  were  about  half-way 
between  Cape  Koumaru  and  Point  Jackson.  I  here 
calculated  our  course  for  fVanganui,  and  steered 
straight  for  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Mr.  Wicksteed 
much  enjoyed  the  comprehensive  view  afforded  of  the 
noble  scenery  of  Cook's  Strait. 

The  next  morning  at  break  of  day,  we  were  oflF  the 
river  s  mouth ;  from  which  a  cloud  of  mist  was  drifting 
out  before  the  cold  morning  land-breeze.  The  sea  was 
quite  smooth ;  so  I  beat  up  into  the  fog  till  the  water 
shoaled,  and  then  anchored  in  nine  feet  until  I  could 
make  out  the  passage  over  the  bar.  The  peaks  of 
Tonga  Riro/glowing  with  sunshine,  towered  over  the 
top  of  the  mist  as  we  advanced,  and  Mount  Egmont's 
snowy  cap  peeped  out  of  the  clouds  to  the  westward 
as  the  sun  spread  his  light  that 
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leesly  pulled  Mr.  Wicksteed  and  another  passenger 
out  of  their  warm  beds  to  admire  the  strange  effect. 
They  had  hardly  got  on  deck  when  we  became 
shrouded  in  the  mist ;  and  a  scene  ensued  which  must 
have  combined  with  the  fog,  as  it  drove  past  us,  and 
retained  the  shadow  of  our  rigging  in  gigantic  propor- 
tions when  an  occasional  gleam  of  the  rising  sua 
penetrated  it,  to  make  them  think  some  magic  was 
used  in  this  handiwork  of  nature.  We  first  heard 
voices  in  the  fog,  which  I  soon  recognised  to  be  those 
of  the  natives  coming  out  to  fish.  Not  so  my  compa- 
nions ;  nor  was  their  wonder  appeased  when  the  canoes 
hove  in  sight.  Their  hulls  and  sails  were  magnified 
by  the  fog  into  huge  unwieldy  ships,  as  they  rose 
and  fell  on  the  long  ground-swell ;  and  their  crews 
appeared  uncouth  giants.  I  had  engaged  in  a  long 
hallooing  conversation  with  them  even  before  they  ap- 
peared ;  and  five  or  six  canoes  were  soon  lashed  to 
our  tafirail,  while  thirty  or  forty  chattering  fellows 
sprang  on  deck  to  shake  hands  and  exchange  news. 
They  told  me  that  two  boats,  engaged  in  a  rival  trad- 
ing expedition  to  Patea  from  this  place,  had  both  been 
wrecked  at  the  mouth  of  that  river  ;  that  the  two  ves- 
sels had  arrived  safely  from  Wellington,  and  had  landed 
their  passengers  and  goods ;  and  that  the  expected  war- 
party  from  Taupo  had  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  headed  as  had  been  foretold  by  old  Heuheu  him- 
self. After  asking  me  the  news  from  Poneke,  as  they 
abbreviated  Port  Nicholson,  and  inquiring,  as  usual, 
what^l^ls  1  hadbrought  for  triidc,  they  proceeded  to 
the  ^^BBOBUluKjJiout  two  or  three  miles  out  to 
^B,  bound  on  this 
^ent.  The  fog 
untry  aliout 
Lpudless  sky.' 
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When  the  tide  flowed,  I  beat  across  the  bar,  and  up 
to  my  house,  about  four  miles  from  the  mouth.  We 
passed  the  Elizabeth,  a  schooner  of  70  tons,  aground 
on  a  mud-flat  opposite  TVahipana ;  and  the  old  cutter 
at  anchor  a  little  higher  up. 

Of  course  the  White  population  of  the  place  was 
much  increased  since  my  last  visit ;  they  now  mustered 
fifty  or  sixty.  Nearly  all  the  houses  built  by  the 
natives  had  been  bought  or  bargained  for  by  the  new- 
comers ;  and  a  large  number  of  Maori  found  ample  and 
well-paid  employment  in  erecting  fences,  assisting  to 
land  goods,  and  other  initiatory  measures  of  the  set- 
tlers-. Two  or  three  gentlemen  with  their  families 
were  among  the  number ;  and  I  was  delighted  to  see 
this  settlement,  which  I  almost  considered  identified 
with  myself  and  E  Kuru^  in  such  active  progress.  Seve- 
ral people  had  travelled  hither  by  land,  in  readiness  for 
the  first  selection  of  lands  advertised  by  the  Surveyor- 
General,  on  the  18th  of  March.  But  the  Assistant- 
Surveyor  was  not  yet  ready  for  such  a  proceeding,  and 
several  walked  back  as  they  had  come.  Others,  liking  the 
place,  and  finding  living  very  cheap  from  the  abundant 
supply  of  food  by  the  natives,  determined  to  remain 
here  until  the  land  should  be  distributed.  Some 
engaged  in  the  trade  with  the  natives  ;  others  wasted 
their  money  and  their  time  at  two  grog-shops  esta- 
blished by  Macgregor  and  another  person  on  either 
side  of  the  river.  The  Government  had  not  scrupled 
to  grant  two  publicans'  licences  for  this  small  popula- 
tion, as  it  brought  sixty  pounds  per  annum  into  their 
treasury  ;  but  they  had  provided  no  police,  not  even  a 
constable,  for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order. 

Among  other  bad  characters  who  had  found  their 
way  to  this  refuge  for  the  lawless,  were  two  prisoners 
escaped  from  the  jail  at  the  Bay  of  Islands.     They  had 
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committed  the  most  daring  robberies  both  there  and  in 
the  Frith  of  the  Thames,  and  then  travelled  by  the 
lakes  of  Rotorua  and  Taupo,  and  this  river,  to  the 
settlement.  I  did  not  of  course  learn  this  part  of 
their  history  until  long  afterwards.  One  of  them,  an 
American  named  JVPLeod,  had  assumed  the  name  of 
Mickey  Knight,  and  got  engaged  by  iny  agent  as  car- 
penter to  the  establishment.  He  was  a  first-rate 
workman,  and  had  excited  general  praise  by  the  execu- 
tion of  some  tables  and  benches  for  the  house,  and  a 
set  of  gates  for  the  fence  of  the  yard.  He  spoke  the 
native  language  very  well,  had  with  him  a  native 
wife  from  the  Thames,  and  had  been  tatued  from  the 
knees  to  the  hips  at  the  Navigator  Islands.  Having 
an  easy  address  and  oflF-hand  manner,  he  had  intro- 
duced himself  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Carrington, 
the  Assistant-Surveyor,  and  of  a  gentleman  lately 
arrived  from  England  who  was  living  in  his  house. 
They  soon  began  to  tell  every  one  that  Mickey  had 
received  an  education  far  above  his  station,  and  pos- 
sessed an  inexhaustible  fund  of  information  which 
merited  for  him  the  treatment  of  a  companion.  When 
he  had  eflFectually  worked  himself  into  their  confidence 
and  familiarity,  he  took  advantage  of  their  absence 
from  home  and  a  dark  night,  to  break  into  a  writing- 
desk  which  contained  nearly  fifty  pounds  in  gold. 
One  of  the  surveying-men,  however,  who  was  asleep 
in  the  next  room,  heard  the  noise,  and  saw  him  de- 
camp with  the  desk  under  his  arm ;  and  Mr.  Niblett, 
the  owner  of  the  money,  attended  by  a  large  number 
of  natives  from  the  pa,  where  he  had  been  talking  with 
them,  gave  chase.  The  culprit  was  captured,  after 
his  arm  had  been  broken  by  a  blow  with  a  paddle 
from  his  pursuer,  and  half  the  money  was  found  on 
his  track.     He  was   a  prisoner  in  my  house  when  . 
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landed.  I  immediately  offered  to  put  him  in  irons, 
and  send  him  in  the  schooner  to  Port  Nicholson  ;  but 
Mr.  Niblett  said  he  had  got  half  the  money  back 
and  broken  the  thief's  arm,  so  he  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  have  the  trouble  of  going  to  Wellington  to 
prosecute,  especially  as  a  conviction  must  be  quite  un- 
certain under  the  very  undefined  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority of  the  Police  Magistrate  there.  So  I  told 
them  to  give  the  honest  carpenter  his  bundle  of 
clothes,  and  bowed  him  out  of  the  house.  He  left  that 
night,  and  I  never  heard  of  him  again ;  but  his  compa- 
nion pretended  to  know  very  little  of  him,  and  remained 
as  carpenter  to  one  of  the  grog-shops,  where  he  had 
managed  to  inspire  confidence  or  to  meet  with  kindred 
spirits. 

The  reports  respecting  the  war-party,  which  were 
brought  down  daily  by  canoes  laden  with  produce  for 
the  new  market,  constantly  varied  in  character.  The 
White  missionaries,  and  the  Ngatiruaka  tribe  who 
were  their  more  especial  adherents,  had  alarmed  the 
newly  arrived  immigrants  by  a  description  of  the  fero- 
city and  recklessness  of  the  tribes  composing  the  tauay 
or  "  army."  Mr.  Matthews,  especially,  denounced  them 
several  times  in  my  hearing,  as  treacherous,  dishonest, 
and  bloodthirsty ;  and  predicted  the  worst  consequences 
from  their  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  so  much  plunder. 
My  immediate  attendants,  most  of  them  still  reweray 
or  "  devils ''  (as  the  missionaries  liad  long  taught  the 
natives  to  call  all  White  men  not  of  their  own  cloth 
and  all  Maori  not  converted),  told  a  very  different 
tale ;  and  Turoa  and  other  non-converted  natives  con- 
firmed my  be  lief  that  the  Taupo  tribes  were  ruled 
by  powerful  and  generous  chiefs,  able  and  willing  to 
set  an  example  to  their  followers  of  friendliness  to- 
wards the  White  man. 
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Tie  Ngutiruaka  natives,  invited  to  a  general  con- 
ference between  the  invading  party  and  the  inhabitants 
of  ff^anganui,  were  preparing  to  ascend  the  river  in 
large  numbers ;  and  Messrs.  Mason  and  Matthews  de- 
termined toaccQmpany  them,  in  hopes  of  being  able 
to  prevent  the  further  advance  of  the  war-party,  and 
to  persuade  them  to  return  peacefully  to  their  homes. 

On  a  former  visit,  1  had  seen  the  arrival  at  Turoas 
village  of  a  deputation  from  Tawpo,  announcing  the 
preparations  for  the  expedition.  Mr.  Matthews  had 
taken  me  over  to  hear  their  speeches,  and  had  begged 
me  to  join  with  him  in  recommending  tbe  old  chief  to 
dissuade  his  allies  from  their  warlike  purpose,  and  in 
assuring  him  that  the  Governor  would  certainly  inter- 
fere to  prevent  a  war,  even  among  themselves,  and  that 
if  this  was  done  perhaps  bloodshed  would  ensue  be- 
tween the  races.  Thinking  that  this  was  really  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  I  had  seconded  Mr. 
Matthews 's  views  to  the  best  of  my  power ;  and  had, 
after  warning  Turoa  of  my  intention,  informed  Mr. 
Murphy  of  the  approaching  events  when  I  returned 
to  Wellington ;  and  advised  him,  when  he  asked  my 
opinion,  to  send  the  detachment  of  soldiers  up  to 
TV<mganui,  if  he  really  thought  it  his  duty  to  stop  the 
strife.  Lieutenant  Best,  however,  had  for  various 
reasons  refused  to  be  detached  by  the  Police  Magistrate 
without  the  authority  of  his  commanding  officer  at 
Auckland ;  and  there  the  affair  rested. 

2'«r««  now  tnuntaiMU  vi'H  nmrh  wilh  my  former 
statement;  nnd  told  ij^H'-  \\>-.wi\  tlmt.  Ilie  Governor 
would  not  even  leave  ^V  -'hi.'.     I  took 

the  best  course,  and  ft4^B  '  tbcit  I  1 

niistalu^^U!  inteiitioniH  lie 

and  (^^PV^'"">  pi'epBi^B  <  <ttrence. 

detej^V        -^ttend  it  tpR 


nist^u^^w  i 
Liid^HK-s 
teteiV    ^ 
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in  the  affair  by  the  counsel  of  E  Kuru,  who  was  at  his 
own  settlement  a  hundred  miles  up  the  river. 

So  I  started  the  Sandfly  off  to  Port  Nicholson,  and 
rigged  a  new  canoe  for  my  trip.  She  was  a  very 
graceful,  light-looking  vessel,  without  topsides,  but 
with  tapering  head  and  stem  well  peaked  up  at  either 
end ;  about  thirty  feet  long,  broad  in  the  beam,  quick 
and  handy  to  paddle,  and  adapted  for  six  people.  She 
was  painted  a  bright  red  with  kokowai,  or  baked  ochre, 
and  from  a  long  staff  on  the  stern  I  hung  an  English 
red  ensign.  I  gave  a  passage  to  a  trader  named 
Yankee  Smith,  who  was  bound  to  Pukihika  with  a 
boxful  of  goods,  and  four  of  my  "  boys"  completed  the 
muster-roll. 

Recommending  the  settlers  not  to  be  alarmed  till  I 
should  return  with  a  report  of  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, I  started  a  day  after  the  missionaries  and  the 
body  of  natives,  who  were  sure  from,  their  numbers  to 
travel  slowly.  The  first  night  we  encamped  close  to 
Te  Kau  arapuwa,  after  some  trouble  in  finding  a  house 
free  from  fleas.  In  villages  which  have  been  the 
longest  deserted,  these  annoying  insects  always  abound 
most;  and  the  only  way  to  prove  the  houses  is  to 
make  one  of  the  native  boys  put  his  leg  inside  the  door. 
In  many  cases  he  draws  it  back  perfectly  covered. 
Another  canoe,  bound  to  the  puni,  or  camp,  of  the  taiui 
joined  us  here. 

A  small  drizzling  rain  prevented  us  from  starting 
till  about  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning ;  but  it  partook 
of  the  character  of  the  fog  at  the  bar  some  days  before, 
for  the  rest  of  the  day  was  calm,  warm,  and  cloudless. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  dilate  upon  the  scenery,  which 
was  of  the  same  lovely  kind  as  that  which  1 1 
scribed  during  a  former  excursion  here.  Thi 
way  up,  it  was  the  same.     The  river  winds,  or 
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or  rushes  through  a  mouotainous  but  fertile  country, 
of  which  the  luxuriant  monotony  is  relieved  by  cun- 
ningly-placed native  fortifications,  or  isolated  huts 
among  rich  gardens.  Canoes,  laden  with  the  various 
kinds  of  native  produce  for  the  sea,  met  us  occasionally 
on  our  way;  the  occupants  generally  allowing  their 
bark  to  drift  listlessly  with  the  current,  except  where  a 
rapid  required  skilful  pilotage.  They  basked  idly  in 
the  sun,  or  ate,  or  smoked,  or  played  with  the  pet 
parrots  which  are  generally  perched  on  a  pliant  stick 
overhangiDg  the  water,  swinging  themselves  up  and 
down,  flapping  their  wings,  and  screaming  in  shrill 
discord.  The  kind  greeting  was  never  omitted ;  I  was 
now  generally  known  among  all  the  denizens  of  the 
river  ;  and  the  naumai,  "  come  hither,"  or  tena  koitou, 
"  hail  to  ye  all ! "  was  often  accompanied  by  the  present 
of  a  cooked  pigeon  or  parrot,  or  a  basket  of  kumera,  or 
a  melon. 

About  noon  we  overtook  the  fleet  of  the  mihanere  na- 
tives, lying  at  the  foot  of  a  moss-covered  cliff",  which  was 
crowned  with  the  stockades  of  a  moderate-sized  pa.  On 
the  top  of  a  wooded  mountain  about  a  mile  inland  of 
this,  another  stockade  surrounded  the  last  refuge  of  the 
inhabitants  in  case  of  assault.  I  ascended  to  the  vil- 
lage, where  a  large  assemblage  were  busily  engaged  in 
doing  justice  to  a  feast  prepared  for  them.  Te  Anor^a 
(otherwise  called  E  Tu),  Matvai,  and  several  other 
chiefs  of  PutUciwaranui,  were  among  the  throng.  A 
basket  of  foo^H|^  pWed  befon?  me  on  my  arrival ;  and 
I  ate  some,  un^Mik  tlie  reBt  into  tin;  caiioo  with  me, 
^  according  to  e^Btte.  We  imp  \>riwvAed  in  conipuny, 
and  t,ho  scetri^^pnie  moaft^l'reiiing.  Tlit-n;  were 
about  twenty  c^^,  vttryin^»  size  from  the  stiitely 
,ii>d  oiled 
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in  which  five  little  naked  urchins  pushed  along,  scream- 
ing and  yelling  with  delight  whenever  the  pakeha  ad- 
mired their  eflForts,  and  laughing  at  the  upsets  which 
attended  them  at  nearly  every  rapid.  Good-humour 
prevailed  among  *  the  throng ;  merry  jokes  and  jeers 
passed  from  canoe  to  canoe ;  and  the  thoughts  of  all 
seemed  to  be  brightened  by  the  delicious  weatJier,  which 
continued  sunny  and  fine,  without  any  great  heat. 

Nothing  more  pleasant  than  such  a  journey.  Re* 
dining  on  a  platform  covered  with  soft  mats  just  for- 
ward of  my  steersman,  under  the  shade  of  a  broad- 
brimmed  Panama  hat,  now  smoking,  now  sketching, 
now  noting  some  name,  or  legend,  or  genealogy,  of 
a  tribe  as  related  by  Konatu,  who  always  held  the 
steering-paddle ;  now  handing  my  pipe  to  be  filled  by 
one  of  the  other  boys,  and  then  seizing  a  paddle  or  a 
pole  and  raising  a  canoe-song  to  encourage  my  crew,  as 
some  old  acquaintance  came  up  alongside  and  chal- 
lenged me  for  a  race,  I  entered  heartily  into  the  spirit 
of  our  expedition.  The  Maori  himself  is  all  excitement 
when  in  action,  and  enjoys  nothing  better  than  to  see  a 
pakeha  in  the  same  high  spirits  'as  himself.  On  such 
occasions,  the  loudest  laugh,  the  sharpest  repartee,  the 
wildest  cheer,  the  most  skilful  use  of  the  paddle,  may 
be  said  to  win  their  hearts ;  and  accordingly,  whenever 
my  canoe  got  puzzled  by  a  severe  rapid,  a  dozen  of  those 
who  had  passed  it  would  leave  theirs  above,  and  jump 
screaming  into  the  water  to  lend  a  hand.  The  old 
chiefs  even,  however  calm  and  dignified  at  a  korero,  or 
discussion,  make  it  a  point  to  relax  during  a  journey. 

The  only  chill  cast  on  the  innocent  gaiety  of  the 
throng  was  the  cold  and  untimely  gravity  of  Mr.  Ma- 
son, the  head  missionary,  whose  large  canoe  kept  up 
with  the  rest.  I  was  surprised  to  see  him  maintain  a 
face  of  which  not  a  feature  moved,  a  posture  in  which 
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not  a  muBcle  changed,  for  miles  and  miles  together. 
And  his  dress  and  attitude  made  me  leel  quite  uncom- 
fortable, from  my  certainty  that  it  was  all  forced  and 
annoying  to  himself.  The  black  tail-coat,  trousers 
strapped  down,  waistcoat  and  stiff  cravat,  black  beaver 
hat  and  rusty  kid  gloves,  could  not  possibly  be  agreeable 
in  this  weather ;  for  I  was  quite  warm  enough  in  my 
ehirt-eleeves,  white  duck  trousers,  and  open  collar. 
Then  he  sat  on  one  of  the  thwarts  of  the  canoe,  not 
above  three  inches  in  breadth,  perfectly  upright,  looking 
straight  ahead,  with  his  two  hands  leaning  on  a  cane 
well  before  him.  He  seemed  to  keep  his  crew  at  a  dis- 
tance. No  one  sat  or  stood  within  a  yard  of  him,  and 
he  hardly  ever  spoke,  A  bare  "  good  morning"  was 
the  only  answer  to  my  greeting  the  first  time  we  passed ; 
and  during  the  whole  of  this,  to  me,  highly  exciting 
journey,  neither  jokes,  laughter,  nor  songs,  neither  the 
scenery  nor  the  weather,  not  even  the  nervous  passage 
of  some  of  the  dangerous  rapids,  which  made  me  look 
about  for  a  place  to  swim  to  in  case  of  upsetting,  had 
the  least  effect  upon  Wr.  Mason's  automaton  stillness. 
I  could  not  help  thinking  how  much  more  permanent 
an  effect  might  attend  the  teaching  of  a  man  of  educa- 
tion and  discernment,  who  would  have  joined  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  on  such  an  occasion,  in  the  playful  humour 
of  these  grown-up  children. 

The  passage  up  the  rapids,  some  of  them  having  a 
fall  of  six  feet  in  a  short  space,  excited  my  admiration 
as  soon  as  I  had  got  over  the  n4nBi|Uf^s.  It  was  i 
good  instance  of  tlie  excellent  tilt^HB|flM|^2iatives 
keep  in  their  eougs  and  dances;^^^^^^^K&ctly 
ignorant  of  and  unable  to  apprei 

On  reaching  the  foot  of  i 
the  paddles,  stand  up 
poles  made  of  manuf 
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and  charred  at  the  lower  end.  They  now  push  against 
the  bed  of  the  river  in  perfect  unison,  the  poles  plung- 
ing and  lifting,  while  the  canoe  foams  ahead,  as  though 
by  clock-work.  The  helmsman  also  steers  with  a 
pole,  balancing  himself  in  the  high  peaked  stem,  and 
guiding  the  canoe  by  poling  under  or  away  from  it. 
The  silence  is  only  interrupted  by  the  grating  of  the 
poles  against  the  sides  of  the  canoe  and  the  foaming  of 
the  water,  or  by  an  occasional  brief  word  of  direction 
from  the  man  in  the  bow, — ki  uta  !  "  towards  shore ! " 
or  ki  wako  /  "  outwards ! "  The  canoes  follow  each 
other  in  single  tile,  with  scarcely  two  feet  between  the 
stern  of  one  and  the  bow  of  the  next ;  and  though  a 
collision  would  in  most  cases  render  the  capsizing  of 
both  inevitable,  such  is  the  skill  of  the  natives,  that 
an  accident  rarely  occurs  in  going  up  the  rapids.  The 
natives  of  fVanganvi  have  a  known  reputation  for  this 
peculiar  exercise ;  and  men  of  other  tribes  poling  on 
this  river  are  much  laughed  at  for  their  awkwardness 
and  the  numerous  duckings  they  get  in  consequence. 
A  crew  of  experienced  Jf^anganui  natives  poling  up  a 
strong  rapid  is  a  very  pretty  sight  As  it  is  hard 
work,  they  generally  strip,  leaving  only  a  shirt  or  mat 
round  the  waist,  and  the  exercise  throws  them  into 
the  most  graceful  attitudes  and  develops  their  mus- 
cular energy.  A  byword,  much  used  all  over  the 
islands,  alludes  to  the  known  practice  in  poling,  while 
it  mimics  the  uncouth  dialect  of  this  tribe, 
became  as  it  were  identified  with  them,  it  was  i 
shouted  after  me  by  the  Kapiti  or  Ngatiawu  i 
■ — Ira  !  ira  /  e  weke,  e  toko  kituhua  !  "  Hallo  ! 
"  old  man,  pole  away  inland  !" 

We  stopped  for  the  night  at  a  settlemen 
Oawitu ;  where  we  ov  if  Turoa's  fi 

who  own  extensive  c  touts. 


over  tne 
ig,  while  , 
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dark  the  weather  got  cloudy  and  threatening,  and  I 
was  busy  making  a  tent  on  the  bank  of  two  blankets, 
when  a  small  canoe  came  dashing  down  the  river ; 
and  I  soon  recognised  E  Kuru's  manly  voice  in  the 
loud  chorus  which  accompanied  the  sharp  stroke  of 
the  paddle.  He  had  come  to  meet  me,  in  order  to 
kawe  or  "  escort"  me  to  the  conference.  One  of  his 
brothers  and  half  a  dozen  of  his  young  men  accom- 
panied him. 

I  found  that  he  still  kept  a  strict  neutrality.  He 
told  me  that  he  should  take  no  part  in  the  conference, 
but  would  recommend  me  to  the  friendship  of  his 
hungavjai,  or  "  relations  by  marriage,"  among  the 
JVgatipehi.     He  assured  me  that  Heuheu  was  a  very 

anoble-minded  chieftain,  and  advised  me  to  ask  him 
frankly  about  his  intentions  to  the  White  people,  as 
he  was  known  for  a  strict  adherence  to  his  word. 

Fortunately,  the  night  proved  fine ;  and  the  next 
morning  we  started  at  peep  of  day.  About  twelve 
miles  brought  us  to  a  jja  called  Operikt,  consisting  of 
two  fortified  villages,  one  on  each  bank  of  the  gully, 
from  which  a  stream  falls  about  thirty  feet  into  the 
river.  The  land  on  either  side  of  the  gully  runs 
level,  at  an  elevation  of  sixt^  or  seventy  feet  above 
the  river,  for  a  considerable  distance  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  the  level  ia  covered  with  luxuriant  crops. 
On  a  shingly  beach  opposite  the  pa  we  all  stopped  to 
breakfast,  iiiid  two  messengers  from  the  Taitpo  party 
:<sfiniB|[dpwn  to  meet  ue.     They  said  little  about  the 

^  io^^Bps  of  theifflaimrades.  but  seemed  to  look  about 
thii^^Hll.  and  fon^  n  irnnd  estiiniitt*  of  oiir  numbers 
ii  '    '  ■'■■'r:i]  iiidilTerence  to  the 

\:  ;-^.    lioth  White 

ii"  !■  jourinjy  would 

I  /i'  Kuru  sent  a 
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canoe  back  to  my  house,  and  asked  me  to  send  a  note 
for  all  my  guns,  flints,  buUet-moulds,  lead,  and  powder. 
A  canoe  containing  one  or  two  White  traders  joined 
us  here  from  the  settlement. 

We  now  proceeded  to  Ikurangi^  a/>a  about  six  miles 
further  on,  where  it  seemed  resolved  that  we  should 
all  wait  until  more  news  were  heard  from  the  punt  or 
resting-place  of  the  Ngatipefii.  Accordingly,  all  the 
canoes  were  hauled  up,  and  tents  built,  on  an  island 
facing  the  ,pa.  The  Patutokoto  people,  whom  we  had 
passed  at  their  resting-places  last  night,  also  arrived 
and  took  up  their  quarters  on  the  island.  It  was  alto- 
gether an  animated  scene.  In  the  midst  of  lofty  moun- 
tains, whose  sides  are  diversified  by  wood,  plantations, 
tracts  of  fern  land,  and  cliflFs  peeping  out  here  an4|| 
there,  on  a  level  point  which  slopes  gradually  down  to 
a  sudden  bend  in  the  river,  is  situated  the  pa  with  its 
double  fence  and  fighting-stages  towards  the  river,  and 
a  perpendicular  descent  towards  that  reach  of  it  in 
which  the  island  lies,  formed  by  a  rapid  foaming  on 
each  side.  Between  the  island  and  the  /)«,  all  the 
canoes  were  either  hauled  up  or  moored  to  poles.  A 
fishing-weir  is  built  in  the  midst  of  this  rapid,  and  the 
little  children  were  swimming  and  splashing  in  the 
most  dangerous  part  of  it.  The  natives  belonging  to 
the  pa  were  sitting  outside  their  fence  on  the  top  of 
the  cliff,  watching  the  people  on  the  island,  which  was 
quite  gay  with  the  little  flags  and  banners  of  different 
colours  that  most  of  the  canoes  had  hoisted  in  imi- 
tation of  mine.  Two  canoes  went  up  to  the  taua^  and 
returned  again  this  afternoon.  E  Kuru,  who  went 
in  one  of  them,  told  me  he  had  not  landed,  being  afraid 
that  the  Ngatipehi  might  owe  him  a  grudge  for  as- 
sisting their  enemies  on  the  former  occasion.  Two  or 
three  of  the  Ngatipehi  people  came  down   in  one  of 
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the  canoes  to  see  their  friends  among  the  Patuto&oto; 
and  a  tangi,  or  crying-match,  and  speeches  from  both 
parties,  lasted  till  I  was  asleep. 

Starting  again  at  break  of  day,  we  ascended  about 
six  miles,  when  a  cry  was  raised  to  keep  the  canoes 
close  together ;  and  in  this  order,  with  perhaps  fifty 
canoes  and  three  hundred  people  of  all  ages  and  both 
sexes,  we  doubled  a  point,  and  came  in  full  view  of  the 
Ngatipehi  encampment.  From  the  edge  of  a  bank, 
rising  very  steep  for  forty  feet  from  the  eastern  shore, 
the  ground  was  cleared  of  wood,  and  rose  gradually  in 
the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  backed  by  a  forest.  Five 
hundred  warriors  were  disposed  in  rows  about  this 
clear  space,  according  to  their  tribes  and  families,  each 
jvith  his  musket  or  two-barrelled  fowling-piece.  After 
'  «'few  shots  had  been  fired  from  our  flotilla,  by  way  of 
greeting,  I  saw  a  chief  running  up  and  down  harangu- 
ing the  others  ;  and  immediately  they  answered  by  a 
regular  discharge  of  musketry,  backwards  and  for- 
wards, along  each  row,  which  lasted  for  nearly  five 
minutes.  I  was  much  surprised  to  find  them  so  well 
armed ;  each  man  had  a  musket,  and  some  two,  and 
slaves  to  carry  them.  Our  party  all  encamped  exactly 
opposite  to  them,  and  some  time  passed  in  silence. 
Some  of  the  Ngatiruaka  canoes  pushed  on  to  Puki- 
laka,  which  is  but  a  few  miles  further  up.  In  the 
course  of  an  hour,  during  which  I  was  much  amused 
by  the  perseverance  of  a  Tampit  dog,  who  i 
sents  of  -tobacco  for  his  master  Ijy  swimifl 
the  river  and  back,  the  chiefs  of  the  i 
attended  by  all  their  people,  pushed  | 
relations.  They  had  dressed  theiiu 
they  considered  "full  fig."  Man; 
dressed  a  1'  Europeenne,  with  the  ( 
and  stockings  ;  several  of  the  wom«^ 


462  ADVENTURE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.         Chap.  XVH. 

nets,  adorned  with  gaudy  ribbons  and  albatross  fea- 
thers ;  and  those  that  had  neither  gown  nor  other  Eu- 
ropean luxury  to  show,  of  which  there  were  but  few, 
donned  their  cleanest  blankets  or  mats.  The  mission- 
aries and  I  also  went  over.  A  tangi  by  all  hands 
lasted  nearly  an  hour,  during  which  I  walked  about 
the  encampment,  and  could  not  help  admiring  the 
well-formed  limbs  and  clean  skins  of  these  natives, 
compared  to  most  of  those  whom  I  had  before  seen. 
Quite  free  from  the  cutaneous  disease  which  prevails 
to  so  great  an  extent  among  the  inhabitants  of  Cook's 
Strait,  they  were  moreover  the  strongest  and  best- 
built  natives  that  I  had  yet  met  with.  I  was  told 
that  this  was  owing  to  their  constant  bathing  in  the 
puhia^  or  "  hot  springs,"  near  their  settlements ;  froni 
which  they  have  earned  the  sobriquet  of  the  fp^ai- 
korapupu,  or  "  boiling  water"  tribes. 

To  the  tangi  succeeded  speeches,  many  of  them  ener- 
getic and  well-worded,  by  both  parties,  in  purport  as 
follows. 

An  orator  spoke  from  either  party  alternately,  and 
every  speech  began  with  nearly  these  words — "  Come 
"  hither,  come  hither,  my  relations ;  come  hither,  my 
"  fathers,  my  brothers,  my  sisters,  and  my  children ;  wel- 
"  come!"  The  speakers  on  the  Taupo  side  seemed  to  wish 
to  sound  the  feeling  of  the  others  towards  them ;  and 
urged  their  friends  to  send  them  canoes  to  descend  the 
river,  and  also  to  join  them  in  obtaining  a  revenge 
which  both  must  desire  over  their  mutual  enemies  at 
TVaitotara.  The  answers  of  the  Patutokoto  were  to  urge 
them  to  return  quietly,  for  various  reasons :  some  said 
that  they  had  no  canoes  to  spare ;  that  the  Ngatipehi 
had  lost  all  their  young  men,  and  that  old  men  and 
women  and  children  would  be  all  slaughtered  at  //^«- 
totara  ;  others,  again,  said  that  they  had  turned  mihor 
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nere,  and  could  not  join  them,  and  urged  the  anger  of 
lAu  Karaite  as  a  reason  why  they  should  give  up  the 
idea  of  fighting,  and  that  the  White  miftanere  said  the 
pukapnha  or  book,  would  be  strong  against  the  heathen. 
But  the  tone  of  irony  in  which  some  of  these  reasons 
were  stated,  particularly  by  Turoa,  who  had  never  ceased 
to  be  a  warm  and  zealous  ally  of  the  Ngatipehi,  was 
highly  amusing,  and  showed  plainly  that  none  of  the 
Patutokoto  had  any  idea  of  stating  their  real  feelings  in 
open  assembly.  Old  Turoa,  who  alone  of  all  his  tribe 
appeared  in  a  ragged  mat,  which,  together  with  every 
part  of  his  body,  was  well  encrusted  with  kokowai,  or 
red  ochre,  and  a  night-cap  which  partook  of  the  same 
rusty  hue,  began  with  the  usual  plaintive  greeting,  com- 
prehending, however,  his  grandchildren  also  in  the 
list.  "  You  ask  for  canoes,"  said  he ;  "  how  can  I 
"  give  them  to  you  ?  You  see  I  have  but  one,  full  of 
"  women,  and  boys,  and  children.  How  can  you  think 
"  that  I  have  come  to  join  you  ?  Besidep,"  he  added,  look- 
ing with  a  most  comic  grin  at  Messrs.  Mason  and  Mat- 
thews, "  I  am  just  becoming  a  missionary  ;  I  have  the 
"  book  in  one  hand,  and  a  cap  on  my  head,  which  I 
"  never  wore  before  ;  and  the  anger  of  Iku  Karaite 
"  will  come  upon  me  if  I  go  to  fight."  He  ended  by 
urging  them  to  return  in  peace.  Some  of  the  Taupo 
chiefs  expressed  their  determination  to  go  on,  whether 
assisted  or  not ;  and  after  a  Ff^anganui  man  had 
asked  them  to  go  across  the  i^^toy,  in  order  to  spare 
the  ff^ang-twifi  plimbitions,  oI^^BWmM|I  concluded  the 
conference. 

Above  six  I'eet  in  stature,  i 
as  to  disguise  hig-iwigbt,  he  i 
of  elevated  grouutK'*'h«n;  he  1 
knot  of  his  wivesi        childi 
his  right  arm,  ai  ' 
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distinct  articulation.  The  most  perfect  silence  pre- 
vailed among  the  hundreds  assembled.  Children  who 
had  been  playing  on  the  edge  of  the  crowd  ;  young 
men  and  women  who  had  been  renewing  old  acquaint- 
ances and  exchanging  the  latest  gossip ;  warriors  who 
had  been  examining  each  other  s  arms  en  connoisseur 
while  the  great  number  of  chiefs  spoke  ;  all  were 
now  hushed  and  still.  Stragglers  might  be  seen 
pressing  close  to  the  scene  of  conference ;  whispers 
might  be  heard  that  "  the  kau  matua,  or  *  patriarch,' 
"  was  going  to  speak ;"  and  then  the  whole  audience 
held  its  breath.  This  was  evidently  the  great  speech, 
— the  lion  of  the  day. 

Like  the  others,  he  began  by  hailing  his  relations ; 
and  then  proceeded  with  an  oration  full  of  majesty, 
terseness,  and  emphasis.  His  words  must  have  been 
heard  across  the  river  by  the  men  of  Pitti/ciwdranm,  E 
KuTUy  and  others  who  had  not  crossed  over.     "  You 

*  have  all   been   speaking   crooked,"    said  he,    "  and 

*  hiding  your  words  in  lies.     Listen  to  me !     I  am 

*  going   to   speak   straight.     I   go   to  Waitotaray   to 

*  avenge  the  death  of  my  people,  and  to  bring  their 

*  bones  home.     I  have  not  come  to  beg  canoes,  or 
'  food,  or  assistance.     If  you  lend  me  no  canoes,  I 

*  can  walk  along  the  banks  with  my  children ;  and 

*  we  will  cross  at  a  ford  when  a  cliflF  is  in  our  path : 
'  we  shall  find  our  way  to  the  sea.     I  can  help  myself 

*  to  food ;  my  children  see  the  plantations,  and  they 

*  gather  with  a  gun  in  one  hand  and  a  basket  in  the 

*  other.     I  want  no  help  but  that  of  my  own  men 

*  ponamuj  which  my  arm  knows  how  to  shake."  And 
he  lifted  it  high  over  his  head  and  brandished  it 
haughtily  before  them. 

As  to  the  missionary  words,"  he  continued,  "  who 
cares  for  them  ?     What  is  the  anger  of  Ihu  Karaite 
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'*  to  US  ?  Were  they  missionaries  who  shook  hands 
"  and  gave  the  hongi  (salute)  to  my  people,  and  then 
"put  them  to  death?  Why,  I  am  a  missionary  at 
"  that  rate ;  but  my  creed  is  my  men.  Will  that  not 
"  be  stronger  than  your  puka  jmka  tapu  ?"  He  then 
blamed  the  missionaries  and  all  White  people  for  being 
the  cause  of  much  disagreement  among  the  Maori,  and 
severely  censured  those  chiefs  who  had  signed  away 
their  power  to  King  George.  "  You  are  all  slaves 
"  now,"  he  saldy  "  and  your  dignity  and  power  is  gone. 
"  But  mine  is  not :— just  as  there  is  one  man  in  Eu- 
"  rope.  King  George,  so  do  I  stand  alone  in  New 
"  Zealand,  the  chief  over  all  others,  the  only  free  one 
"  left — look  at  me,  for  I  do  not  hide  while  I  say  so  ; 
"  I  am  the  Heuheu,  and  rule  over  you  all,  just  as  my 
"  ancestor  2'onga  Riro,  the  mountain  of  snow,  stancb 
*'  above  all  this  land  ! " 

He  wound  up  by  aspirited  address  to  the  Patutokoto, 
which  brought  tears  to  many  an  eye ;  and  I  could  see 
the  young  warriors  clutching  their  weapons  tightly 
while  every  muscle  quivered  with  excitement,  when  he 
shouted,  in  the  wild  yell  to  which  he  had  gradually 
increased  the  tone  of  his  voice,  "  Where  is  Tauteka  f 
"  where  are  all  your  parents  and  brothers  ?  their 
"  bones  are  at  TVaitotara.  Will  you  not  join  us  in 
"  gaining  possession  of  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  ? 
"  Will  you  not  release  your  sisters  from  being '  slaves  ? 
"  A  fight  for  your  fathers'  bones !  Be  bjaual  be 
"  brave  !  be  brave !  There  has  been  cm 
And  he  sat  down,  while  the  assembly  c 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  I 
bacco  over  as  a  present  to  the  old  cbj 
some  more  to  distribute  among  1 
scarcely  any.     I  then  asked  him  \ 
any  harm  to  the  pakeha ;  prom" 

VOL.  I. 
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should  he  behave  well,  but  assuring  hun  that  we  were 
fully  prepared  and  determined  to  resist  any  attack  on 
our  houses  and  goods  on  the  sea-side.  He  answered, 
that  he  had  seen  White  people  in  his  part  of  Hie 
country  too  ; .  and  that  he  knew  what  great  advantages 
he  should  lose  by  quarrelling  with  them :  for  instance, 
he  said,  he  should  not  get  tobacco,  as  he  had  just  now, 
blankets,  or  powder,  or  any  of  those  things  which  the 
Maori  got  by  letting  the  White  man  live  quietly 
among  them.  He  assured  me  that  no  harm  was  in- 
tended to  the  White  man,  and  that  all  his  party  were 
bound  on  no  other  purpose  than  revenge  for  their 
tupapaku,  or  "  dead :"  and  I  told  him  that  I  thought 
he  was  quite  right ;  for  he  forced  me  to  acknowledge 
that  the  White  people  of  my  country  would  do  the 
same,  should  the  0^iwi,  or  French,  kill  any  of  our 
chiefs.  I  felt  now  convinced  that  there  was  nothmg 
to  fear ;  although  the  missionaries  persisted  in  assur- 
ing me  that  there  was  no  trusting  these  natives,  and 
that  they  knew  no  such  feeling  as  gratitude,  and  had 
the  worst  reputation  of  any  natives  in  the  islands. 

We  remained  two  or  three  days  in  our  encampment 
opposite  to  theirs,  frequent  visits  being  paid  on  both 
sides.  During  this  time  the  old  chief  showed  the  most 
violent  feeling  of  enmity  towards  the  doctrine  of  the 
missionaries.  Whenever  he  heard  their  followers 
sing  one  of  their  discordant  hymns  on  our  side,  he 
would  come  out  of  his  hut  and  muster  one  or  two 
hundred  to  drown  the  sound  by  a  native  song.  When 
they  visited  his  camp,  he  pursued  the  same  plan  to 
drown  their  exhortations,  though  he  treated  them  in 
other  respects  with  dignified  politeness. 

I  visited  the  pa  at  Pukihika,  about  six  miles  above 
the  encampment.  A  young  slave,  Mr.  Matthewss 
head  teacher,  poled  me  up  in  a  light  canoe.     He  was 


very  cautious  of  talking  polities  on  the  road ;  but  I 
could  not  discover  whether  this  arose  from  his  con- 
sciousness of  the  little  weight  which  attached  to  his 
opinioa  as  a  slave,  or  whether  he  thought  that  I  was 
one  of  the  enemy.  He  was  a  willing  lad,  and  used 
to  work  hard  enough  in  digging  Mr.  Matthews's  gaiv 
den,  cleaning  his  shoes  and  knives,  and  grooming  hia 
horse,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  station  at  the  head  of 
the  native  class. 

Pukikika  is  a  very  extensive  pa,  or  rather  a  col- 
lection of  seven  or  eight  detached  ones,  on  a  hill  at  a 
bend  of  the  river  to  the  westward.  It  is  about  seventy 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  well  chosen  as  a  musteringw 
place  for  the  JVangamti  tribes  living  within  that  dis- 
tance from  the  coast,  in  case  of  attack  from  Jf^aikaio, 
Taupo,  or  the  Strait.  I  found  nearly  all  the  mis- 
sionary population  gathered  here,  apparently  to  con- 
sult over  Meuheu's  avowed  determination.  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Matthews  had  pitched  their  tent  in  the 
middle  of  the  court-yard  in  the  principal  village.  I . 
returned  to  my  encampment  after  a  short  look  round. 
Here  I  found  that  the  war-party  had  been  supplied  by 
th^  relations  with  an  ample  fleet  of  canoes,  and  that 
t^ey  would  proceed  the  next  day,  by  easy  stages,  to- 
wards the  settlement.  E  KiOTi  and  I  preceded  them 
in  my  canoe. 

On  arriving  at  the  settlement,  I  reported  my  opinion 
that  no  danger  was  to  be  feared,  and  advised  the 
colonists  to  receive  the  trav(dj|n^'i'idly  and  Iiospitably. 
One  or  two  were  nevertheif^^^rsuadl^^  the  mis- 
sionaries when  tJioy  ciime,  tff 
over  to  the  pa  at  Putikiiff 
charge  of  the  chiefs  ;  the  j 
titled  for  fear  of  ■" 

The  taita,  tt. 
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some  days  afterwards^  and  built  their  huts  close  to  the 
houses  of  the  settlers.  But  during  the  period  of  their 
stay,  not  a  single  instance  occurred,  to  our  knowledge, 
of  misconduct  on  their  part.  On  the  contrary,  their 
presence  had  the  effect  of  overawing  many  troublesome 
fellows  among  the  missionary  natives.  The  most  per- 
fect discipline  reigned  in  the  camp,  and  the  chief  evi- 
dently prided  himself  on  the  strict  fulfilment  of  his 
promise. 

One  night,  when  he  felt  suspicious  of  a  small  body 
of  Rotorua  allies  in  his  train,  who  were  really  of 
doubtful  reputation,  and  who  were  said  to  have  plotted 
a  night^ttack  on  our  houses,  he  placed  guards  of  his 
own  followers  at  every  house  along  the  beach.  On 
that  night,  twelve  stout  warriors  lay  round  the  fire  in 
the  midst  of  my  house,  with  their  arms  in  their  hands, 
ready  for  any  emergency.  We  were  also  on  the  alert ; 
and  I  had  arranged  signals  by  bells  and  gongs  so  that 
we  could  all  ^assemble  at  short  notice  in  one  spot. 
These  precautions  doubtless  awed  the  conspirators,  and 
no  alarm  was  given.  After  remaining  among  us  four 
days,  during  which  they  made  themselves  very  useful 
in  assisting  the  settlers  for  small  payment,  they  had  a 
grand  war-dance  and  some  more  speeches,  and  then 
started  off  along  the  beach,  joined  by  many  fVan- 
ganui  natives,  and  among  others  by  EKuru^  who  had 
ended  by  deciding  finally  for  his  Taupo  allies.  During 
their  stay,  I  always  had  an  ample  quantity  of  rice, 
flour,  sugar,  and  other  food  ready  for  visitors,  and  a 
seat  at  my  table  for  the  chiefs.  I  afterwards  found 
that  hospitality  shown  to  a  war<-party  on  its  path  is  lim 
very  strongest  claim  to  the  affection  .c^ 
among  themselves. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  taua,  a  good 
noyance  had  already  arisen  to  the  surveyoit 
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tives  who  tried  to  obstruct  their  proceedings.  These 
were  generally  persons  of  no  authority  as  chiefe,  and 
often  of  no  fixed  residence.  When  traced  they  always 
turned  out  to  be  missionary  natives.  During  the  stay 
of  the  war-party  this  annoyance  was  never  met  with. 

A  few  days  after  the  departure  of  Heuheti,  I  went 
on  board  the  Sandfly,  which  had  made  a  trip  in  my 
absence,  and  arrived  at  Wellington  on  the  19th  of 
April. 
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CHAPTER  XVm. 

New  Zealand  is  made  a  separate  colony — The  New  Zealand  Com- 
pany is  Chartered — Reconciled  with  the  Government — Lord  John 
Russell's  agreement  of  1840 — ^A  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  is  ap- 
pointed— ^Magistrates  are  appointed — Abuse  of  authority  by  the 
Police — Address  of  the  Magistrates  to  the  Governor— West  of 
England  colonists — Mr.  Halswell — Company's  roads — ^Wreck — 
Plunder  by  natives — Party  of  volunteers — Stagnation  in  the 
Government  settlements — "  Hobson's  coming ! " — ^The  Harbour- 
master is  discharged — Wish  for  a  Municipal  Corporation— Pro- 
gress of  Wellington — Cattle-driving — Mr.  Bell,  the  Scotch 
farmer — ^He  drives  the  first  herd  to  Wanganui — Sale  of  town- 
allotments  at  Auckland. 

Great  and  good  was  the  news  which  had  arrived 
from  England  while  I  was  away.  The  Bailey,  a  fast- 
sailing  schooner,  had  been  sent  by  the  Company  with 
the  announcement  of  the  favourable  aspect  which 
things  had  taken  at  home. 

New  Zealand  had  been  proclaimed  as  an  indepeiident 
colony,  and  Captain  Hobson  as  Governor.  But  the 
inquiry  so  ably  set  on  foot  and  directed  by  Lord  Eliot 
had  furnished  a  complete  exposition  of  the  absurdities 
which  had  marked  the  first  era  of  the  colony  as  one  of 
rivalry  between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Company 
at  Tiome,  and  between  the  local  Government  and  the 
Company's  settlers  here.  The  consequence  had  been, 
a  complete  reconciliation  between  the  discordant  parties 
in  England ;  for  which  great  credit  was  given  to  Lord 
John  Russell,  the  then  Colonial  Minister.  The  famous 
"  Agreement "  between  the  Government  and  the  Com- 
pany guaranteed  to  the  latter  a  grant  of  an  acre  of  land 
for  every  five  shillings  which  they  had  expended  upon 
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the  colonization  of  the  country ;  and  the  Company 
yielded  to  the  Government  all  its  claim's  in  right  of 
purchases  from  the  natives.  I  shall  not  inflict  upon 
the  reader  the  minor  provisions  of  this  document,  as 
none  of  them  qualified  these  main  conditions  in  any 
important  particular.  The  Company  were  incorporated 
by  Royal  Charter,  required  by  the  Government  to 
double  their  capital,  and  recognized  as  a  valuable  in- 
strument for  the  colonization  of  the  country. 

Another  very  satisfactory  piece  of  news  was  the  cer- 
tainty that  a  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  would  soon  be 
appointed.  Private  letters  described  that  the  influence 
of  the  powerful  body  of  men  composing  the  New  Zea- 
land Church  Socie^  had  overruled  the  scarcely  con- 
cealed opposition  to  this  measure  of  Mr.  Dandeson 
Coates,  the  lay  Secretary  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,  and  of  Mr.  Stephen,  one  of  the  permanent 
Under-Secretaries  of  the  Colonial  Office.  It  was  very 
naturally  concluded  that,  even  if  our  Governor  should 
persist  in  fixing  his  desert  capital  at  a  distance  from  the 
centre  of  population  and  of  the  islands,  the  future 
Bishop  at  least  could  not  fail  to  recognize  Wellington 
as  the  place  most  fit  for  his  location,  both  by  the  num- 
ber and  by  the  character  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  birth  of  the  Princess  Royal,  now  also  made 
known  in  this  country,  aflbrded  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing her  Majesty.  A  meeting  was  therefore  held, 
and  a  loyal  address  adopted,  which  did  not  fail  to 
thank  her  Majesty  for  the  recent  act  of  justice  done  to 
the  colony  by  the  advice  of  her  fllinisters,  or  to  pray 
that  the  rejiresentutive  of  the  Queen  might  be  in- 
structed to  t-.iktt  up  hi^  :<■■■  ■  :  ^Jcmmunity 
which  had  such  claims  to  ii 
While  public  ('i  ■  ' 
come  with  wlv' 
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New  South  Wales  was  received,  all  parties  felt  deeply 
grateful  to  Sir  Greorge  Gipps  for  the  act  of  speedy  and 
statesmanlike  justice  which  had  induced  him  to  con- 
sider favourably  the  peculiar  claims  of  the  settlement ; 
and  it  was  especially  in  parting  from  his  rule,  that  we 
called  to  mind  how  he  at  least  had  treated  us  with  a 
fostering  hand. 

A  few  days  before  the  arrival  of  all  this  intelligence, 
a  trading  schooner  from  Kawia  and  the  Thames  had 
brought  the  news  that  four  gentlemen  of  Wellington 
were  appointed  Magistrates  of  the  territory.  These 
were.  Colonel  Wakefield,  Mr.  George  Hunter,  Mr. 
Henry  St.  Hill,  and  Captain  Edward  Daniell.  The 
three  gentlemen  who  composed  the  deputation  to  Sir 
George  Gipps  had  been  placed  in  the  commission  of 
the  peace  some  time  before ;  but,  ignorant  of  the  New 
South  Wales  law,  and  not  having  been  regularly 
sworn  in,  they  had  refrained  from  acting  as  Magistrates 
until  a  very  recent  period. 

A  public  meeting,  however,  had  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  consider  "  the  steps  necessary  to  protect  the 
"  public  from  the  outrages  of  the  Police  establish- 
ment." Complaints  had  been  made  of  the  use  of  pis- 
tols and  handcuflFs,  and  rufl&anly  dragging  to. the  lock- 
up, on  unfounded  charges,  by  the  Police  constables.  If 
the  conduct  of  the  inferiors  was  thought  irritating  to 
the  highest  degree,  the  administration  of  the  penal 
code  of  New  South  Wales  by  the  Police  Magistrate 
had  also  been  complained  of,  and  some  of  his  decisions 
were  severely  remarked  upon  as  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional. With  no  appeal  from  this  irresponsible  and 
undefined  authority,  which  dispensed  in  capricious  quan- 
tities a  law  unintelligible  to  free  Englishmen,  the 
aggrieved  parties  had  determined  on  requesting  Dr. 
Evans  and  Mr.  Hanson  (Mr.  Moreing  being  absent 
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from  the  settLranent)  to  take  tlieir  {dace  on  the  B^idi 
of  Blagistrates.  Dr.  Evans  haid  acceded  to  the  request, 
notwithstanding  the  petulant  display  of  temper  made 
by  Mr.  Bf  urphy  oa  the  occasion  of  his  first  acting 
upon  tins  resolution.  The  hitherto  unrestrained  poten- 
tate declared,  in  the  Police  Court,  that  he  would  not 
sit  on  the  Bench  while  Dr.  Evans  did,  except  in  cases 
which,  by  law,  required  the  presence  of  two  Magis- 
trates. 

The  first  act  of  the  newly-created  Justices  was  to 
address  a  very  able  paper  to  Captain  Hobson,  congra- 
tulating him  on  his  new  and  independent  position. 

They  seized  the  opportunity  to  urge  upon  him  a  ces- 
sation of  die  lamentable  hostilities  which  had  already 
existed  between  the  great  mass  of  the  subjects  and  the 
GoYemment  of  the  colony,  and  to  impress  him  with 
the  importance  of  considering  the  chsu[iged  aspect  of 
affidrs,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  fix  the  authority  of  his 
presence  in  the  nucleus  of  the  only  systematic  scheme 
for  peopling  the  islands.  They  dwelt  at  some  length 
on  the  results  of  the  exploring  expeditions  which  had 
proved  Port  Nicholson  to  be  essentially  a  central  posi- 
tion for  the  whole  islands  to  be  so  peopled,  although 
they  acknowledged  that  Auckland  might  perhaps  have 
been  chosen  advantageously  for  a  capital  had  no 
British  settlement  previously  existed,  and  had  it  fallen 
to  the  province  of  the  Grovemor  to  choose  a  centre 
from  which  colonization  should  diverge.  But  they 
pointed  out  to  him,  that  the  Agreement  seemed  to 
recognize  the  Company  as  the  colonizing  instrument  of 
New  Zealaand,  and  to  leave  the  Governor  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  higher  functions  of  government.  And 
they  argued,  that  for  the  sake  of  the  native  as  well  as 
the  White  population,  he  would  best  do  this  by  direct- 
ing in  person  that  portion  of  the  European  colony 
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which  far  exceeded  in  numbers,  means,  and  vigour,  all 
the  rest  put  together.  If  Captain  Hobson  had  pos- 
sessed the  slightest  wish  to  repair  his  insults  to  the 
community  of  Port  Nicholson,  he  would  have  jumped 
at  such  an  excellent  opportunity  of  reconciliation,  and 
of  ruling  Cook's  Strait  with  pleasure  and  honour, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  be  neglected  by  a  Police  Magis- 
trate. This  very  statesmanlike  document  was  signed 
by  Colonel  Wakefield,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr.  George  Hun- 
ter, Mr.  Henry  St.  Hill,  Captain  Daniell,  and  Dr. 
Evans. 

Two  other  ships  had  arrived  from  England  just  be- 
fore the  schooner. 

One,  bearing  the  Agent  of  the  Plymouth  Company 
and  the  first  batch  of  settlers  for  New  Plymouth,  had 
anchored  in  Cloudy  Bay.  The  Agent,  Mr.  Cutfield, 
had  crossed  to  Wellington  in  a  small  craft,  in  order  to 
learn  from  Colonel  Wakefield  whither  he  was  to  pro- 
ceed, and  had  returned  to  take  the  ship  to  her  destina- 
tion. This  body  of  West  of  England  settlers  had 
started  under  the  auspices  of  a  very  distinguished  festi- 
val at  Plymouth,  at  which  the  first  announcement  had 
been  made  of  the  happy  termination  of  the  negotiations 
with  the  Government.  Bearers  of  good  news,  they 
had  met  bright  hopes  on  their  arrival ;  for  each  new 
account  from  the  surveying-party  and  travellers  spoke 
more  highly  of  the  great  capabilities  of  the  Taranaki 
district,  and  confirmed  the  reputation  which  had  long 
earned  for  it  among  the  natives  the  title  of  the 
"  Garden  of  the  Land." 

Another  vessel  had  brought  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  more  immigrants  and  passengers  to  Welling- 
ton. Among  the  passengers  was  Mr.  EJdmund  Storr 
Halswell,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Company 
Commissioner  for  the  management  of  the  Native  Re- 
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serves.  It  was  understood  that  thia  gentleman  bore 
letters  from  the  Colonial  Minieter  to  Goremor  Hob- 
son,  recommending  his  confirmation  in  the  above 
office. 

The  New  Zealand  Company  had  always  wished 
that  some  impartial  party  should  be  intrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  Native  Reserves  for  the  benefit 
of  the  aboriginal  population.  They  had  taken  no 
steps  to  apply  those  already  selected  to  any  purpose, 
because  they  were  liable  to  be  accused  of  interested 
conduct.  It  was  now  hoped  that  the  Governor  would 
doable  Mr.  Halswell  to  derive  from  the  native  estate 
tiie  great  advantages  which  it  was  capable  of  confer- 
ring on  those  for  whom  the  Company  had  reserved  it 

I  must  add,  that  in  the  six  weeks  during  which 
I  had  been  absent,  a  road  long  in  progress  round  the 
vvest  side  of  the  harbour  had.  been  completed  1^  the 
Company's  labourers ;  and  Sam  Phelps  had  been  the 
first  to  drive  his  bullock-dray  ovet  it  to  Pttone.  A 
bridle-road  from  Kai  H^ara  TVara  to  Potirua  was 
also  in  progress,  as  well  as  one  from  the  town  into  an 
elevated  valley  of  some  extent,  called  Karort,  situated 
a  mile  to  the  south-west.  A  wooden  building  of  some 
pretensions  in  point  of  architecture  had  been  erected 
as  a  Public  Exchange  at  Te  Aro,  and  a  wharf  had 
been  run  out  into  the  harbour  near  the  same  spot  by 
Captain  Rhodes.  New  stores,  houses,  and  fences,  had 
sprung  up  in  every  direction  ;  and  the  clinking  of  the 
hammer  and  sudden  apparition  oi  new  habitations  still 
went  on,  diiy  after  day,  with  unceasing  activity. 

The  day  after  I  atTiv(;iI,  anotba^MH|||,  which  had 
sailed  at  the  same  tiiiu:  as  tlie^|^^^^ved   in   the 
harbour.     Ijesides  duplicates  fl 
upwards  of  a  hundnd'H 
for  Wellington. 
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Official  despatches  from  Government  to  Captain 
Hobson,  announcing  to  him  the  arrangement  with 
the  Company,  and  requesting  him  to  treat  the  settlers 
in  Cook's  Strait  ''with  kindness  and  consideration/' 
had  been  sent  in  the  Bailey,  and  were  forwarded  in  a 
brig  to  Auckland. 

On  the  21st,  a  very  severe  gale  from  the  north-west 
was  experienced.  No  damage  occurred  to  the  vessels 
in  our  excellent  harbour ;  but  we  were  sorry  to  hear 
that  the  Jewess  schooner,  on  her  way  to  fVanganviy 
full  of  settlers  and  goods,  had  been  driven  away  from 
her  anchorage  at  Kajnti,  and  totally  wrecked  on  the 
beach  near  Paripari,  after  being  cast  on  her  beam- 
ends  in  the  attempt  to  make  an  offing.  A  Brazilian 
whaler,  also  driven  from  the  anchorage,  had  managed 
to  get  clear  out  to  sea. 

Two  lives  had  been  unfortunately  lost  in  this  wreck. 
George  Wade,  one  of  two  brothers  who  had  been 
among  the  earliest  to  bring  cattle  and  horses  from 
Hobart  Town,  and  whose  energy  and  perseverance  had 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  active  progress  of  the 
settlement  in  its  younger  days,  was  one  of  those  lost. 
The  other  was  the  native  chief  Wide-gfwake,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned  more  than  once. 

The  TVaikanae  natives,  we  heard,  who  were  re- 
lated to  him,  had  made  his  death  an  excuse  for  plun- 
dering the  wreck.  Although  all  professing  to  be 
mihanere^  or  Christians,  they  had  not  scrupled  to 
allege  the  old  native  custom  as  their  apology,  and 
claimed  whatever  they  could  collect  or  take  as  vtu  for 
the  death  of  their  chief.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
disastrous  intelligence,  forty  young  settlers  armed 
and  started  for  the  spot,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  Police  Magistrate  would,  as  usual,  be  unable  or 
unwilling  to  interfere.     Mr.  John  Wade  joined  the 
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party,  hoping  to  find  at  least  the  remains  of  his  bro- 
ther. I  furnished  him  with  letters  in  Maori  to  Ht&o 
and  other  chiels  of  that  part  of  the  coast,  begging 
them  to  assist  him  in  this  object,  and  also  in  that  of 
preventing  the  disgraceful  plunder  and  the  bloodshed 
which  might  ensue. 

An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Wellington  newspaper 
complained  of  the  social  state  of  fVanganui,  and  com- 
mented on  the  "  debauchery  of  the  settlers."  I  pub- 
lished a  letter  attributing  this  vice,  and,  moreover,  the 
frequent  robberies  and  outrages  committed  by  the 
runaway  convicts  and  other  rufl&ans  who  had  congre- 
gated there,  to  the  improper  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  licensing  two  grog-shops,  without  providing 
any  officer  fop  the  maintenance  of  law  or  order  of  any 
sort. 

An  answer  was  received  from  Sir  George  Gipps  to 
the  remonstrance  against  the  official  jobbing  in  allot- 
ments at  Auckland.  His  Excellency  had  signalized 
the  end  of  his  rule  over  New  Zealand  by  disap- 
proving, in  the  strongest  terms,  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding. 

Some  chance  arrivals  from  Auckland  and  the  Bay 
of  Islands  about  this  time  furnished  a  doleful  account 
of  the  stagnation  and  despondency  produced  there  by 
the  various  experiments  in  founding  and  governing 
cities.  The  people  of  Auckland,  consisting  of  a  few 
mere  land-sharks  or  hangers-on,  attracted  from  Sydney 
and  the  Bay  of  Islands  by  the  expenditure  ol"  the  Gio- 
vernor  and  his  suitt;,  and  thv  upproachijo^Juid-sale, 

vented  their  ill-toiniior  at  lit     • -'• ''[.ti^nf  their 

hopes,  by  the  expa'ssion  i 
vulgar  jealousy  toward*  tli 
lington.     Thii  news  e  " 
that  Captain  llnbson  1 
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This  last  piece  of  intelligence,  however,  was  already 
becoming  too  worn-out  to  attract  much  attention.  It 
was  a  byword  and  a  joke  at  all  the  hotels,  at  the 
Club,  the  Exchange,  and  other  places  of  assemblage 
where  the  gossip  of  the  day  was  discussed.  To  the 
question,  "  what  news  from  the  north  ? "  the  inva- 
riable answer  was  "  Hobson s  coming!**  and  it  be- 
came the  custom  to  say  of  a  waiter,  a  ship,  or  anything 
else  proverbially  dilatory,  but  which  was  "coming,** 
instead  of  "  so's  Christmas,**  "  so's  Hobson ! "  This 
was  in  fact  a  better  figure  of  speech,  for  Captain 
Hobson,  unlike  Christmas,  had  been  "coming**  for. 
more  than  a  year. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  Brougham  sailed  for 
London  with  a  full  cargo  of  oil  and  whalebone  and 
several  passengers.  Among  these  was  Captain  ChaflFers. 
He  had  been  independent  enough  to  sign  the  petition 
for  Captain  Hobson  s  recall.  His  services  as  Harbour^ 
master  had  then  been  declined  by  the  Government, 
while  they  refused  even  to  authorise  his  acting  in  the 
pay  of  the  Company,  and  neglected  to  appoint  an 
ofl&cer  in  his  stead.  He  carried  with  him,  however,  a 
highly  creditable  testimonial  of  his  great  ability  and  of 
the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the  colony, 
signed  by  seventy  of  the  most  respectable  of  the 
settlers,  who  moreover  presented  him  with  a  sum  of 
money  which  they  had  subscribed  and  begged  him  to 
apply  to  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  plate  in  England, 
commemorative  of  this  opinion.  The  other  passengers 
were  persons  who,  like  Mr.  Petre,  went  with  the  in- 
tention of  returning  to  take  up  their  final  abode  in  the 
colony. 

The  inhabitants  of  Wellington,  anxious  to  secure  the 
advantages  of  a  Municipal  Corporation,  as  proposed  to  be 
granted  them  by  Sir  George  Gipps,  determined  to  meet 
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and  consult  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  upon 
the  details  of  a  measure,  such  as  they  could  approve, 
which  they  might  after  mature  deliberation  submit  to 
Governor  Hobsou  as  the  basis  of  such  an  arrangement. 
The  working-men  again  resolutely  claimed,  and  perse- 
vered till  they  obtained,  their  share  in  the  deliberations. 
The  discussions  between  the  two  parties,  and  the  for- 
mation of  Committees  from  among  their  united  ranks, 
occupied  a  considerable  space  of  time.  But,  notwith-^ 
standing  the  little  differences  as  to  the  share  which 
either  class  was  to  be  allowed  in  the  preparations,  aa 
observer  could  not  fail  tx)  be  struck  by  the  fixed  deter- 
mination of  the  colonists  of  all  ranks  to  obtain  the 
power  of  managing  their  own  local  a&irs.  The  utter 
neglect  and  indifference  which  the  distant  authoritji 
had  manifested  towards  these  matters  thus  became  an 
evil  not  unmingled  with  good,  since  it  had  brought 
forcibly  home  to  the  mind  of  each  individual  the  ur- 
gency of  the  local  institutions  being  entrusted  to  the 
direction  of  those  persons  who  were  sure  to  be  most 
interested  in  their  wholesome  state. 

I  spent  a  month  at  Wellington  very  pleasantly. 
Horses  were  now  plentiful,  and  the  new  roads  af- 
forded delicious  rides ;  a  curious  contrast  being  pre- 
sented by  the  neat  macadamized  causeway,  and  the 
groups  of  workmen  and  wheelbarrows,  among  the  pri* 
mfeval  forest  and  wild  scenery  which  they  penetrated. 
At  the  Hutt,  the  cultivations  and  clearings  looked 
cheerful  and  promising,  From  sixty  to  a  hundred 
families  were  iiow  [leriiicineQtLy  scttkd  in  that  district; 
neat  cottagers  iliuI  hixuriuut  gwdcnsMmared  ulong  the 
banks ;  the  rich  rm|i  had  idj^jto^MBT  a  doubting 
settler  to  clcur  isoiiir  land  thl^^^^^^B^  axe-nien 
had  begun  to  ilMMArgB  an< 
of  smiling  chil|^^%)f 
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to  "  gentlemen  from  town  **  as  they  rode  up  the  river- 
bank  ;  and  new  fields  were  to  be  noticed  at  every  suc- 
cessive visit. 

Cattle-driving,  too,  on  the  pasture  hills,  afforded  ex- 
ercise and  excitement.  Following  the  system  pursued 
in  New  South  Wales,  owners  of  cattle  brand  their 
herd  and  let  them  run  loose  over  the  hills,  and  then 
drive  them  at  a  gallop  into  the  stock-yard  when  they 
are  wanted.  The  cattle  get  exceedingly  wild  and  fast ; 
so  that  it  requires  bold  and  hard  riding  in  some  in- 
stances to  head  them.  The  gentlemen  and  the  stock- 
keepers  who  had  come  from  that  country  soon  taught 
us  the  manner  of  proceeding;  and  idlers  were  often 
enlisted  as  volunteers  when  a  grand  muster  was  to  be 
effected,  or  some  particularly  wild  heifer  to  be  found 
and  driven  in.  The  stock-whip,  a  very  necessary  in- 
strument for  this  work,  requires  some  description  for 
English  readers.  A  stout  wooden  handle  a  foot  in 
length  is  attached  to  a  heavy  thong  of  plaited  hide, 
about  fifteen  feet  long  from  the  handle  to  the  end  of 
the  lash.  This  whip  is  whirled  two  or  three  times 
round  the  head,  and  cracked  with  a  report  as  loud  as 
that  of  a  pistol  in  the  face  of  a  stubborn  animal.  The 
wildest  cattle  when  charging  you  will  turn  from  it,  if  it 
be  used  with  skill ;  but  an  inexperienced  hand  is  very 
apt  to  slice  his  own  face  or  injure  his  horse  severely, 
without  at  all  alarming  the  cattle. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  Mr.  William  Gordon 
Bell,  a  stout  Scotch  farmer,  showed  a  noble  example  of 
enterprise  by  driving  the  first  herd  of  cattle  to  TVanr 
ganui.  Mr.  Bell  had  enjoyed  farming  experience  in 
several  parts  of  the  world.  While  connected  with  an 
estate  in  the  West  Indies,  he  had  married  a  woman  of 
colour,  by  whom  he  had  a  fine  hardy  family  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.     After  residing  some  time  in 
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various  parts  of  the  Australian  colonies,  lie  had  crossed 
over  to  this  country,  with  Mr.  James  Watt,  who  had 
been  the  first  to  attempt  agriculture  at  Port  Nicholson. 
Long  before  the  town  was  distributed,  Mr.  Bell  had 
begun  to  farm  a  piece  of  land  between  the  harbour  and 
the  sea  for  Mr.  Watt ;  and  had  been  the  first  to  use 
the  plough  in  Cook's  Strait,  The  land  in  question 
was  of  a  poor  clayey  nature,  and  in  a  spot  swept  by 
both  the  prevailing  winds  ;  so  that  the  crop  of  wheat, 
though  good  in  quality,  was  scanty.  The  industry  of 
Bell  and  his  family,  while  working  for  an  employer, 
had  been  most  remarkable.  He  owned  two  or  three 
isections  in  the  second  series,  including  the  seventh 
choice;  and  having  completed  his  engagement  with 
Mr.  Watt,  he  determined  to  start  for  fVanganui  with 
his  family,  a  cow,  and  six  fine  teen  which  he  had 
bought.  The  bridle-road  to  Ponrwa  was  only  partly 
finished ;  and  the  crossing  of  the  various  rivers  seemed 
to  offer  some  difliculty ;  but  the  old  man  had  walked 
over  the  whole  route  to  satisfy  himself,  and  on  his  re- 
turn declared  his  determination  to  get  the  cattle  there. 

His  departure  was  a  fine  sight.  The  cow  and  the 
six  bullocks  yoked  in  a  team,  with  packs  on  their  backs, 
were  attended  by  old  Bell  and  his  two  sons.  He  was 
known  by  every  one  to  possess  an  unlimited  stock  of 
perseverance,  firmness,  and  energy.  In  coming  from 
Watt's  farm  to  the  beginning  of  the  Porirua  road,  he 
had  to  pass  through  the  whole  town  ;  and  all  the 
spectators  flocked  to  shake  his  iron  fist,  and  wish  him 
every  success.  He  answered  in  broad  Scotch  dialect, 
that  *'  they  should  go — he  would  take  care  to  succeed." 
And  many  an  eye  watched  them  file  up  the  steep  path 
from  Kai  Wara  JVara,  and  disappear  among  the 
woods  on  the  top.  I  had  furnished  him  with  letters 
to  various  chiefs  along  the  road  with  whom  I  was 
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acquainted^  requiring  their  help  at  the  rivers  and  their 
friendly  assistance  along  the  road.  His  ploughs,  drays, 
bags  of  seed,  and  other  implements  and  articles  of 
bulk,  were  put  on  board  the  Sandfly  and  another 
schooner,  in  which  the  women  of  his  family  also  pro- 
ceeded. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  an  American  trading-ship 
came  in  from  Auckland.  The  long  expected  sale 
of  the  first  town-lands  had  taken  place,  and  twenty- 
six  acres  had  realised  the  enormous  sum  of  21,000/. 
Considering  the  very  small  and  purely  land-jobbing 
population  of  the  place,  and  the  reasonable  doubts 
as  to  whether  a  bona  fide  colonization  of  the  neigh- 
bouring country  would  for  many  years  give  a  real 
town  value  to  these  lots,  the  land-jobbers  had  started 
at  a  very  high  figure.  The  only  other  intelligence 
was  that  the  Governor  had  begun  his  independent 
reign  by  gazetting  Lieutenant  Shortland  as  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  fixing  his  salary  at  600/.  per  annum. 
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